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Dear Friends, 

These weeks leading up to Christmas, in just about every store and restaurant, you hear relentlessly 
cheery music.  The songs feature reindeer with unusual noses, chestnuts roasting on an open fire, and 
drummer boys bearing gifts.  These weeks before Christmas can be a wonderful time of year.   

But sometimes it’s hard to feel the cheer that Christmas is supposed to bring.  It may be a jolly season 
for some, but many of us find this a hard time of year.  It may be a hard time for you because something 
has happened in your life that makes things a whole lot more difficult.  It’s hard to sing, “Joy to the 
World” if the doctor has just told you that you have a serious medical condition.  If you’re reeling from 
the pain of a bitter divorce, Christmas greetings with news of happy families are like rubbing salt in the 
wounds.  If you’ve just been laid off, and you don’t know where your next paycheck is coming from, a 
mall crowded with smiling shoppers is the last place you want to be.   

This is a wonderful time of year, but you may not be filled with cheer.  If you’re not feeling cheerful, 
you’re not alone.  When I read the gospel story of the first Christmas, I’m struck by how many of the 
people involved were struggling.  Mary, a young woman barely out of her teens, was not overjoyed at 
first.  She was perplexed to be told by an angel, “You will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus” (Luke 1: 31).  Joseph was disturbed by the news that his fiancée was preg-
nant and considered divorcing her quietly (Matthew 1: 19).  In the gospel story of Christmas, Jesus was 
born into a world of confusion and anxiety. 

At this time of year, we’re surrounded by voices telling us to have a holly, jolly, Christmas.  But if you’re 
not feeling jolly this year, remember that when God came to live among us, God chose to be born to or-
dinary people struggling with problems that are all too familiar to us: problems like disappointment, loss, 
and uncertainty.  Today, God still longs to make a home with us in difficult times, as well as good times.  
Jesus was born to give us hope for all the times of our lives. 

So as you anticipate the birth of Jesus this year, remember that it’s OK if you can’t imagine having your-
self a merry little Christmas.  You’re not alone.  And re-
member that, whether it’s trembling from sadness or joy, 
God is always ready to “enter every trembling heart.”* 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

*Charles Wesley, “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Blue Christmas Service 

December 15, 2015  7:00PM 

United Church of Christ Second  
Congregational 

Western Ave, Westfield 

The Christmas season is a joyful time, but 
it can also be a difficult time for 
those experiencing grief and 
loss.  This year Westfield Cler-
gy will offer a "Blue Christmas" 
service at the United Church of 

Christ Second Congregational on Decem-
ber 15, at 7:00 PM.  This will be a quiet, 
reflective service of worship where we will 
light candles of hope and reflect on God's 
Word of comfort in scripture and song.  
We will remember that God's good news 
in Jesus is for all. 



   A Very Merry  

Christmas to all the 

Church School  

Families from the 

Church School  

Committee!  

Church School News  
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Christmas Eve Family Pageant Christmas Eve Family Pageant Christmas Eve Family Pageant Christmas Eve Family Pageant 

5:30- Please have your kids 

arrive in their costumes 

around 5:00.  This will give us 

a chance to do a last minute 

   run through and answer any questions. 

• Sunday, December 6th in worship- bring a "white 
gift" as well as your “Adopt-a-family” contribution to 
church for Westfield children in need (this is the final 
day to bring in your gift!) 

• Sunday, December 13th at 11:00am– Rehearsal 
for our Christmas Eve pageant followed by pizza and 
fun with SPECIAL GUEST (around noon)!  Church 
members are welcome to stay or bring the grandkids. 

Parents Please Note:  
The Nursery and Church School will be closed for 
Christmas Break  on December 27th will reopen on 
January 3rd. 

Should you need to leave the 

sanctuary during the service, 

the library near the front entry 

is available for your use. You 

will be able to hear the service 

and there is an infant changing 

table in that room. There is also a changing table in 

the handicap bathroom near the dining room.  

 White Gifts  

December 6th  
 
Each Year First Church has a won-

derful tradition of giving gifts to 

the Salvation Army that we as a 

congregation collect. The gifts are 

distributed to families in the West-

field area that are in need of a lit-

tle help at Christmas time. They will aid in giving 

their holiday more meaning.  

The Salvation Army this year is again requesting 

the following items: Hats, mittens and scarves for 

all ages, clothing for babies, games, puzzles, col-

oring books, reading books, school supplies and 

small toys.  

The gifts need to be wrapped in white tissue pa-

per. Please label the package appropriately and 

bring your gifts to church on Sunday Dec 6th. 

December Birthdays 
12/04 Chris Crean 

12/04 Dale Fanion 

12/08 Alice Flyte 

12/09 Barry Plumley 

12/09 Libby Irwin  

12/10 Jean Zimmerman 

12/12 Judy Lyon 

12/13 Tim Marx 

12/14 Al Chamberlain    

12/16 Donna Barnes 

12/16 Paul Crepeau 

12/18 Nancy Osowski  

12/19 James Irwin 

12/22 Lynn Rea        

12/23 Carly James 

12/23 Mary-Elyse Popp 

12/29 Robert Rea 
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Please Notify the Church  

Office When+  

 � You or a family member would 

like a visit. 

 � You have a change of address. 

 � Your Phone number has 

changed. 

 � Your email address has changed 

On Saturday, 11/7/2015, 

the Westfield Fire De-

partment opened one of 

its ladders to fix and re-

adjust one of the clocks 

on the First Congrega-

tional Church, downtown 

Westfield.  The church 

and steeple are one of 

the many buildings that 

keeps the city a New 

England setting.   

 

Nearing a First Anniversary-The Westfield/Southwick Parkinson’s Support Group will celebrate 
one year of successful gatherings in January.  We ask your prayers as we begin a new year of pro-
grams, discussion and friendship.  Encourage anyone who is living with PD to call Lynn & Shirley 
Anderson at 998.3760 for a personal invitation to the next meeting. 
 

Save the Date-You are invited to a one day retreat here at Westfield First on Saturday, February 20 
(snow date: February 27th).  Pencil in the date on your 2016 calendar and look for details in the Jan-
uary newsletter.  The program is sponsored by our Membership Committee and will be facilitated by 
Shirley Anderson. 
 

Thanks From Children in Haiti-The 55 children at HELO orphanage will benefit from the sale of 
“sevyets” (adult bibs), a year-long project with many contributions of fabric and find-
ings from First Church friends.  Already, $700 has been sent to support this 8 year 
old facility and its growing youngsters.  The proceeds from two craft fairs will hope-
fully put that total over $1000.  Thanks to so many who have helped these few with 
Home, Education, Love and Opportunity.  

HELO's 2016 calendar full of beautiful photos and inspirational quotes will be available soon.  Order 
yours today -- just $15.  Send a check made to HELO, Inc.:  Elisabeth Kennedy 

                                     43 Lake Shore Drive 

                                                                       Middlefield, CT  06455 

 

Submitted by Shirley Anderson 
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Memorial Flowers  

Each Sunday our Sanctuary is 
decorated with fresh floral ar-
rangements on the Altar. There 
are many people and several 
groups in the Church as well as 

people from out of town who give flowers as 
a memorial, special celebration or holiday 
remembrance. Some have given flowers for 
many years around the same date or Sun-
day. This is such a beautiful way to think of 

people! After each service, the flowers are 
made into smaller bouquets which are given 
to sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If 
you would like to give Altar flowers for a par-
ticular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-

2833) for more information. The cost of an 
arrangement is $25.00. 

The Membership/Fellowship Committee hosted a “pot luck” luncheon on November 8th to honor our Veter-

ans.  Between 55-60 people attended and the committee had many compliments on the success of this ven-

ture.   

After Pastor Elva gave the blessing, Uncle Sam (Norma Woodruff) and Miss Liberty (Rita Willard) read a po-

em in tribute to our attending veterans who were: Al Woodruff, Bob Seher, John Dillingham, Wes Shepard, 

Dick Pomeroy, Cliff Gamble, Shirley Glaze, and Don Wielgus.  Also honored were “in memoriam”: Bob Fin-

ney and active soldiers, Steve Irwin, Greg Ulm, Jay Jones and Joshua Roman. 

Due to the success of this venture, the committee would like to suggest that other committees plan in the 

future to hold a “pot luck” in place of coffee hour.  The participants really seemed to enjoy having a time to 

sit down and chat; some of the choir were thankful to be able to have lunch before their afternoon rehearsal; 

and it was a time of true “fellowship” 

Church Members and Friends, 

To all who so graciously of-

fered to bake as well as help 

out for the reception after 

Dick’s funeral.  Our entire 

family will always be grateful 

for all your contributions from 

so many and all the hard work that a reception 

requires.  What a magnificent job!  We are most 

appreciative and thank you all—our dear friends 

at church. 

Betsy Gaylord and Family 

God Loves a Cheerful  
(and Faithful) Giver 

As we head into a busy fall season 

here at church, we rely on income 

from pledges to support our ministries. 

Please keep your pledge up to date. If 

you have any questions please call the 

Church Treasurer Cindy LaPlante  568-

2833.  
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Women Fellowship Annual Women Fellowship Annual Women Fellowship Annual Women Fellowship Annual     

Victorian TeaVictorian TeaVictorian TeaVictorian Tea    

Saturday, December 5th    1:30PM 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are $15.00Tickets are $15.00Tickets are $15.00Tickets are $15.00 

Tickets must be purchased in advance. This 

Event sells out fast. Please call the church  

office for tickets. 

Family Concerts of  

First Congregational Church 
  

Christmas Carol Festival 
  

 

 

 

 

A Celebration of traditional  

Christmas music for choir,  

organ, brass, and audience 
  

Saturday, December 5th at  4 PM  

Featuring 
Novi Cantori,  

Moriah  

The New England Brass Quartet 
  

There is no admission.  A free will offering will be 
received at the door.  A reception will follow in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

GLS Script.  So much more than Gas and 

Grocery 

 

Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to sup-

port our church every time you shop. We offer 

a great variety of brands in addition to your 

weekly gas and grocery purchases. From din-

ing and entertainment to home improvement 

and beyond, we have all your shopping needs 

covered! Buy gift cards from these best-selling 

national retailers: 

Check it out at    

 

 

Our enrollment code, is:2B3C7L7734826. 
 

Questions? Contact Cindy LaPlante text or 
call  413-364-6804 email  

cindylaplante5@gmail.com. 
 

WWW.shopwithscrip.com  
for a complete list 

The First Church Boutique is 
Now Open! 

 
The boutique will be open on Sunday Novem-
ber 29th at 11AM, Saturday December 5th 
from 3PM to 4PM and Sunday December 6th 
at 11AM. First Church is once again offering 
shoppers quality items at affordable prices. 
For your shopping pleasure there are beauti-
ful wreaths, table decorations, hostess gifts, 
and gifts for that favorite teacher. We have 
jewelry, hand knit sweaters and unique tree 
ornaments.   Come in and 
browse. You will be delight-
ed with the beautiful one of a 
kind gift items. 



World Service 

Jean Zimmerman has once again offered to make quilts for the Samaritan Inn.  She is looking for blankets 
and towels. It does not matter what condition that they are in as she uses them as fillers for the quilts.  If 
you are wondering why we do a blanket drive each year, the answer is simple.  Jean brings the finished 
product to the Samaritan Inn.  According to the lady there, when the residents of the Inn leave, they take 
their quilt with them!  If you think about it, the quilt is something that belongs to them and that must make 
them feel good!  Thank you Jean for this wonderful mission that you do each year. 
Each trip that we make to the Food Pantry and the Samaritan Inn we are met with smiles and words of 
thanks.  Many of you regularly bring food each Sunday and it is so appreciated.  As we enter the Food Pan-
try there is always a long line of folks waiting for a box of food.  The Samaritan Inn always needs coffee, 
sox and small personal care products—toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, soap, lotion etc.    

This month you will receive our letter and an envelope for the annual Christmas Mission offering.  This is an 
important part of our budget.  This year, we changed some of the missions.  You can find a listing in the 
annual report or on the church website.  The goal of this current World Service committee has been to keep 
most of our funds right here locally.  Thank you for all of your generosity in the past.  If you have any ques-
tions about our missions,  I will be glad to answer them.  You can see me at church or call me at 562-

4606.  Thank you    Linda Hauk 

 
Women's Fellowship       
Christmas Luncheon 
 and Gift Swap 

 
     December 10, 2015 at  

   11:30 AM 
  

Menu:  
Baked Chicken with stuffing,  

   
Potatoes 

 
  Gravy, Vegetables, Rolls and Butter  

  Dessert  Coffee and Tea 

     $12.00 per person Tickets on sale: 
Nov.29th and Dec. 6th    

    If you Wish 
to  Participate in Gift   
     Swap,  bring a gift            
 valued at least $5.00 

Budget Hearing December 6th  
 

 The Budget Committee will  hold an Annual 
Budget Hearing immediately following church on 

Sunday December 6th. This meeting is to 
present the 2016 budget to  church mem-
bers. Everyone is invited to Fellowship 
Hall and share their comments, concerns 
and insights at this hearing.  

Attention All Committee 

Chairs 

 
The annual reports from all  

Committee Chairs are due 

From the Treasurer+ November 15, 2015 

We are 87% of the way thru the year 

Total Pledges committed for 2015   $ 152,907.00 

Pledge Received as of 11/15/15      $ 123,442.45  
     or 80% 

 

Checkbook Balance 1/1/15            $              .00 

Income to date                                $ 232,305.65  

Expenses to date                      $ 231,889.34  

Checkbook Balance 10/31/15          $        416.31  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship  
December 2015 Newsletter 

Fellowship Hall rang out with the enthusiastic voices of seventeen young singers Fellowship Hall rang out with the enthusiastic voices of seventeen young singers Fellowship Hall rang out with the enthusiastic voices of seventeen young singers Fellowship Hall rang out with the enthusiastic voices of seventeen young singers 
at our meeting on November 12at our meeting on November 12at our meeting on November 12at our meeting on November 12thththth.  Korey Bruno, director of the Westfield High .  Korey Bruno, director of the Westfield High .  Korey Bruno, director of the Westfield High .  Korey Bruno, director of the Westfield High 
School Choir, with her entourage entertained us with delightful, uplifting music.  School Choir, with her entourage entertained us with delightful, uplifting music.  School Choir, with her entourage entertained us with delightful, uplifting music.  School Choir, with her entourage entertained us with delightful, uplifting music.  
Not only did these young people sing, they had great dance steps to go with the Not only did these young people sing, they had great dance steps to go with the Not only did these young people sing, they had great dance steps to go with the Not only did these young people sing, they had great dance steps to go with the 
songs.  They “Hit Me (us) With Your (their) Best Shot”, just one of the fine songs songs.  They “Hit Me (us) With Your (their) Best Shot”, just one of the fine songs songs.  They “Hit Me (us) With Your (their) Best Shot”, just one of the fine songs songs.  They “Hit Me (us) With Your (their) Best Shot”, just one of the fine songs 
they sang, and indeed, they gave us their best!  In closing they put us into the Holi-they sang, and indeed, they gave us their best!  In closing they put us into the Holi-they sang, and indeed, they gave us their best!  In closing they put us into the Holi-they sang, and indeed, they gave us their best!  In closing they put us into the Holi-
day spirit with “Jingle Bell Rock”!  day spirit with “Jingle Bell Rock”!  day spirit with “Jingle Bell Rock”!  day spirit with “Jingle Bell Rock”!      
    
Our hall was indeed full, not only with the singers, but with women, men and Our hall was indeed full, not only with the singers, but with women, men and Our hall was indeed full, not only with the singers, but with women, men and Our hall was indeed full, not only with the singers, but with women, men and 
guests.  Thank you for supporting Women’s Fellowship in this endeavor and espe-guests.  Thank you for supporting Women’s Fellowship in this endeavor and espe-guests.  Thank you for supporting Women’s Fellowship in this endeavor and espe-guests.  Thank you for supporting Women’s Fellowship in this endeavor and espe-
cially supporting the youth of our city.cially supporting the youth of our city.cially supporting the youth of our city.cially supporting the youth of our city.    
    
During our business meeting it was decided to contact a cleaning company to find During our business meeting it was decided to contact a cleaning company to find During our business meeting it was decided to contact a cleaning company to find During our business meeting it was decided to contact a cleaning company to find 
out the cost of deep cleaning the kitchen floor and having a good coat of wax or out the cost of deep cleaning the kitchen floor and having a good coat of wax or out the cost of deep cleaning the kitchen floor and having a good coat of wax or out the cost of deep cleaning the kitchen floor and having a good coat of wax or 
sealer put onto it.  sealer put onto it.  sealer put onto it.  sealer put onto it.      
    
It was voted to contribute to the Sunday School for their “adopt a family” project.  It was voted to contribute to the Sunday School for their “adopt a family” project.  It was voted to contribute to the Sunday School for their “adopt a family” project.  It was voted to contribute to the Sunday School for their “adopt a family” project.      
    
Members were reminded about the upcoming Christmas Party which will be held Members were reminded about the upcoming Christmas Party which will be held Members were reminded about the upcoming Christmas Party which will be held Members were reminded about the upcoming Christmas Party which will be held 
on December 10on December 10on December 10on December 10thththth    in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 am.  The luncheon menu will be:  in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 am.  The luncheon menu will be:  in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 am.  The luncheon menu will be:  in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 am.  The luncheon menu will be:  
Baked Chicken Breast, Stuffing and Gravy, Potato, Winter Vegetable, Cranberry Baked Chicken Breast, Stuffing and Gravy, Potato, Winter Vegetable, Cranberry Baked Chicken Breast, Stuffing and Gravy, Potato, Winter Vegetable, Cranberry Baked Chicken Breast, Stuffing and Gravy, Potato, Winter Vegetable, Cranberry 
Sauce, Rolls, and an Ice Cream Roll dessert. There will be a “Yankee Swap” gift ex-Sauce, Rolls, and an Ice Cream Roll dessert. There will be a “Yankee Swap” gift ex-Sauce, Rolls, and an Ice Cream Roll dessert. There will be a “Yankee Swap” gift ex-Sauce, Rolls, and an Ice Cream Roll dessert. There will be a “Yankee Swap” gift ex-
change after the luncheon.  Those who wish to participate are asked to bring a gift change after the luncheon.  Those who wish to participate are asked to bring a gift change after the luncheon.  Those who wish to participate are asked to bring a gift change after the luncheon.  Those who wish to participate are asked to bring a gift 
with a value of no less than a $5.00.  Tickets will be $12.00 and will be on sale on with a value of no less than a $5.00.  Tickets will be $12.00 and will be on sale on with a value of no less than a $5.00.  Tickets will be $12.00 and will be on sale on with a value of no less than a $5.00.  Tickets will be $12.00 and will be on sale on 
November 29November 29November 29November 29thththth    and December 6and December 6and December 6and December 6thththth....    
    
Respectfully Submitted,Respectfully Submitted,Respectfully Submitted,Respectfully Submitted,    

Rita Willard, coRita Willard, coRita Willard, coRita Willard, co----chairpersonchairpersonchairpersonchairperson        Marylyn Smith, coMarylyn Smith, coMarylyn Smith, coMarylyn Smith, co----chairperson  chairperson  chairperson  chairperson      



 

Winter Storm CancellationsWinter Storm CancellationsWinter Storm CancellationsWinter Storm Cancellations    

If you think a church worship service or 

large event may be cancelled due to a 

storm, please tune in to TV22 or log on to 

WWLP.com or WGGB.com for cancella-

tions. 
  

Small meeting cancellations and rehears-

als will be handled by email and phone 

calls. 

  

    

        

The Website Task force met 
on October 26 to discuss 
additions to our church's web 
site. We feel that it has been 
very successful so far, as we 

have been getting a great deal of feedback on the biog-
raphy of Rev. Edward Taylor. Two gentlemen from Yale 
contacted the office due to seeing the site, and are plan-
ning on visiting the church to view the Bible that Taylor 
used that is housed in our historical room. See also letter 
from Edward W. Taylor. 

We also discussed the possibility of creating a way for peo-
ple to be able to do online giving. Rev. Rob Gormbley told 
us about churches that are using this method that are hav-
ing great success. We are recommending that this method 
of giving be made available to everyone and put up on the 
site. 

There is a one time set up fee of $50.00 with a $5.00 per 
month charge and a 3% fee on each amount received. This 
would result in a $110 expense per year. We recommend 
that we try this for one year and if it is not successful we 
take it down. If we find that people use it and it proves suc-
cessful we keep it and make it a budget item each year.  
 

The Task Force: Jim Salzer; Jim Yesu; Rita Willard; 

Cindy LaPlante; Doug James; Joan Deacon 

THE HARVEST DINNER was very successful fund raiser.  Cindy LaPlante’s menu was of roast pork and 
winter vegetables were enjoyed by all. Thanks to Judy Lyon’s donation of delicious apples from her orchard, 
completed the applesauce and apple crisp dessert.  The kitchen was filled with heavenly aromas.  Pictured 

above were some members who offered their kitchen talents along with their trusty “peelers”.  

The deacons have made available a 

small quantity of gluten-

free bread for those who 

need to avoid wheat.   
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The Old Town Hall building is being prepared for winter.  The bathrooms and water pipes have been 
winterized and the boiler will be cleaned and serviced.  A new set-back thermostat for the basement 
AA room heater will be installed.  New gas meters have been mounted on the church and Old Town 
Hall buildings.  The church executive committee has chosen Plotkin Real Estate Broker for the rent-
al of the Old Town Hall building.   

If you find any spare time during the next busy weeks, there are still jobs in the building 
that need to be tackled, so please contact a member of the Property Committee to see 
how you can help. Working in a group on these tasks can be a lot of fun and will be 
greatly appreciated.    

Bob Brownlee is working with Custodian Jesus to clean and oil the air handlers in the dining room 
and chapel and to test emergency lights in the building.  They have also been working on the front 
church boiler and zone valve and have it functioning.  Fire extinguishers have been checked and 
some replenished.  These are tasks that most of us take for granted when we come into our beauti-
ful building.  We are fortunate to have someone looking after the ongoing maintenance of the 
church.   

Christmas Poinsettia 

Order Form 

Each year our church is decorated with beautiful Poinsettia 

plants donated in memory of loved ones. This year “Poinsettia Sunday” will be on Decem-

ber 20th . After the service these plants will be taken to church members who are ill and 

those in hospitals and nursing homes. If you would like to order a Poinsettia please fill 

out the attached order form and return it to the church office. 

  I am placing my order for _______ Poinsettia’s at $10.00 each 

 Given by: _______________________________________________________________________ 

  In memory of :  ________________________________________________________________ 

 Please return order forms to the church office no later than December 16th, with checks  

payable to:  “First Congregational Church” 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEEPROPERTY COMMITTEEPROPERTY COMMITTEEPROPERTY COMMITTEE    

   Hearing Devices available Hearing devices are available for your use during the worship 

service.   If you are missing any words of our service we suggest you give it a try.   Just ask an 

usher for one.   We are sure it will make the service much more enjoyable. 
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First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 
Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

www.churchonthegreen.org 
 

          December 2015 

Dear Friends, 

Christmas is a joyous time of year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. This commemoration of Christ’s 
birth has included the giving of gifts to our loved ones, as well as an opportunity to give to those who are 
less fortunate. 
 

Our congregation, through the World Service Committee, allocates funds to 3 groups of missions during 
the year. Internationally, we support: Heifer Project,  YMCA World Service, World Vision Child Sponsorship 
and Helo Haiti. Nationally, we support: Morgan Scott Project, The Maine Seacoast Mission, and Back Bay 
Mission. Locally, our support goes to: Behavioral Health Network for Kamp for Kids Kampership, Westfield 
Food Pantry, The Salvation Army of Westfield, American Red Cross of Westfield, New Beginnings, Our 
Community Table, our newest mission, The Kinship Fund (which assists homeless children at Westfield 
High School) and The Samaritan Inn.   We also give our support to Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM), 
we participate in the annual The Walk for the Westfield Food Pantry, and our church actively participates in 
serving meals at the Community Table. 
 

Twice a year, at Christmas and Easter, the World Service Committee has a special collection to supple-
ment funding for our missions. All the monies received go towards different purposes: buying an animal to 
help a family, providing a healthy meal, education supplies, helping people to sustain themselves, and so 
much more. As this passage from Hebrews 13:16 states, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God”. 
 

In the Christmas spirit of giving, we kindly ask that you remember those who are in need and give what you 
are able. Envelopes will be located in the pews and at the entrances to the sanctuary, or you may leave 
your gift in the church office. 
  

With blessings to all of you, 

Your World Service Committee, 

 

Linda Hauk & Dorothy Cichonski, Co-Chairmen 

Phyllis Pomeroy 

Carrie Salzer 

Shannon Brown 

Lisa Queenin 

Jean Zimmerman 



 Christmas Services at  First Congregational Church of Westfield 

 
Sunday, December 6th 10AM 

Join us as we celebrate the second Sunday of Advent by lighting the second candle, the candle of “Peace”. 
Please bring your white gifts to church today. 
 
Sunday December 13th 10AM 
On this day, we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Joy” .  The Junior Choir will 
be singing today.  
 
Tuesday, December 15th  7:00PM 
Blue Christmas Service 
UCC Second Congregational Church  

This is a service for all who seek the comfort of our faith in difficult times.  We will listen to music and scrip-
tures of hope as we light candles in the midst of darkness. 
 
Sunday, December 20th 10AM  
Poinsettia Sunday 
We celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Love” . This Church Service will have 
music featuring First Church Choir and Soloists, accompanied by the New England Brass Quartet and organist 
Allan Taylor.   
 
Thursday,  December 24th:  
Christmas Eve Family Service 5:30 PM  This Christmas Eve Service is for children and their families.  The 
Youth of First Church will tell the Story of Christmas in a Christmas Pageant.  The Junior Choir will be singing 
today.  
 
10:00 PM Candlelight Service -A Festival of Lessons and Carols.  Celebrate the 
birth of Jesus with traditional readings and carols. The Senior Choir will lead the musical 
portions of the service, which will culminate in the lighting of candles as we share the light 
of Christ.  Please note change in time. 

Many thanks 

to  Don 

Wielgus who 

snapped a 

picture of 

some of the 

dedicated 

members 

that were at 

the church 

anticipating 

the first day 

of the Candy 

Cane Fair.   



    

 
 First Congregational 

Church of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

 

 Christmas Services at First Church  
 
Sunday, December 20th 10AM  
We celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Love” . This Church Service 
will have music featuring First Church Choir and Soloists, accompanied by the New England 
Brass Quartet and organist Allan Taylor.  The Junior Choir will be singing today.  
 
Thursday,  December 24th:  
Christmas Eve Family Service 5:30 PM  This Christmas Eve Service is for children and their 
families.  The Youth of First Church will tell the Story of Christmas in a Christmas Pageant.   
 
10:00 PM Candlelight Service -A Festival of Lessons and Carols.  Celebrate the birth of 
Jesus with traditional readings and carols. The Senior Choir will lead the musical portions of the 
service, which will culminate in the lighting of candles as we share the light of Christ. 


