
 

 
Dear Friends, 

There’s a season for everything  and a time for every matter under the heavens: 2 

 a time for giving birth 
and a time for dying,  a time for planting and a time for uprooting what was planted, 3 a time for killing 
and a time for healing, a time for tearing down and a time for building up, 4 a time for crying and a time 
for laughing, a time for mourning and a time for dancing, 5 a time for throwing stones and a time for 
gathering stones, a time for embracing and a time for avoiding embraces, 6 

 a time for searching and a 
time for losing, a time for keeping and a time for throwing away, 7 a time for tearing and a time for re-
pairing, a time for keeping silent and a time for speaking, 8 a time for loving and a time for hating, a time 
for war and a time for peace 

(Ecclesiastes 3: 1 – 8, Common English Bible) 
 

Life is constant change.  Some changes are beyond our control, such as the weather, or where we were 

born, or the  cost of fuel. 

Other changes occur because of choices we make: choices like what kind of education we pursue, what we 

eat for breakfast, the type of car we drive, how we serve God. 

In my early life, I experienced some of the changes the writer of Ecclesiastes describes: seasons of birth 

and death, seasons of close embraces and distance, seasons of laughter and tears.  I cried when I left my 

neighborhood grammar school after the third grade and started at a new school across town, an hour’s trav-

el each way by bus and streetcar.   I danced to the Jefferson Airplane and the Rolling Stones, and mourned 

the breakup of the Beatles.  I tried to figure out when to keep silent and when to speak, especially when to 

keep silent. 

Parents go through some difficult changes in the changing seasons of their children.  In the early years, we 

follow each change with enthusiasm: the first step, the first tooth, the first word.  Later on, though, our chil-

dren begin to make changes in their lives that are harder for us to follow, sometimes changes we can’t even 

see. 

For any of us, one of the hardest changes is the loss of a mother or father, or the loss of a spouse through 

death or divorce, or, even worse, the death of a child.  When my marriage ended in divorce, it seemed as if 

my world was falling apart.  My identity: my sense of who I was, was deeply shaken. Who would I be in the 

world, now that I was no longer a married woman?  It was a kind of death. 

We also go through good changes, changes like the birth of a child, graduation, new friends, a new home. 

What can help us through those changes?  For me, my faith, my friends, my family have helped me through 

the changes life has brought.  As people of faith, you and I must never forget that God is with us through all 

the seasons of life.  As Jesus said, “I am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20). 

We can turn to God in the changes we welcome as well as the changes we dread.  Especially, I hope we 

would turn to God when those welcome changes happen, that we would offer prayers of gratitude and 

thanks. In welcome or unwelcome seasons, though, God’s Spirit is with us, whispering a word of hope, sur-

rounding us with love. 

Yours in Christ, 
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Christmas will be here before we know it.  Sunday, 
December 20th after church will be 
our  rehearsal for our Christmas Eve 
family service and a fun family event 
as well.  Please mark your calendars 
now to save the date.  You never 
know what surprises this special 

Christmas party will have in store. 
              

             Mayme Lajoie & Gail Ives 

 

 

 

 

Our “Adopt-a-Family” Salvation Army program 
was such a huge success every year thanks to 
the kindness and generosity of our congrega-
tion.  Our kick off Sunday will be November 
15th.  I will post more info as it becomes  
available. 

Mayme Lajoie & Gail Ives 

Congratulations to our third graders who re-

ceived their  

Bibles on Sunday, Oct. 25th! 

 

Tommy Brown 
Rebecca Dixon 
Devon Fillion 
Will Fruwirth 

               Mariah Miller 
             Abigail Polley 

The Church School committee would like to thank Sara Popp for her year of 
great service as Church School Director. We will miss her and we wish her 
the best in her endeavors. Looking forward to the upcoming holiday season 
Mayme Lajoie and Gail Ives will try to keep up with First Church Traditions. 
We will be contacting the Salvation Army for names of families for the 
"Adopt-a- Family" program. The kick-off will be November 15th. We are 
looking forward to collecting goodies for the Sunshine Baskets. We will as-
semble and help deliver them on Nov. 22nd. A lot of volunteers in and out of Church School Com-
mittee are needed to make this tradition a success. 

The First Congregational Church of Westfield, has an 
opening for a Church School Director.  The Church 

School Director is responsible for 
the coordination and supervision 
of the design and implementation 
of the Sunday School education 
for children from infancy through 
grade 12.  The director is an indi-
vidual who is willing to work 
closely with parents, volunteers, 
and other members of the con-

gregation “to create a safe, spiritual, caring and ac-
cepting environment, while encouraging children to 
grow by honoring God's Word and following Jesus’ 
example”.  (Mission Statement adopted by Church 
School Committee, June 2004).     
 

Qualifications include certification in both First Aid and 
Infant/Children CPR, completion of First Church’s 
Safe Church Policy and a successful completion of a 
background and Cori check paid for by First Church.   
 

For a complete job description of duties and responsi-
bilities and an appointment for an interview, please 
contact Mayme Lajoie, Church School Committee 
Chairperson by email mel1938@comcast.net. 

This year’s Confirmation Class will 
begin November.   
Confirmation Sunday will be  on 
May 15, 2016. 

An Interfaith Thanks-
giving Service will 
be celebrated on the 
green on Nov. 22nd at 
2PM.  All are invited.   



  

 

    
First Church Annual Quilt First Church Annual Quilt First Church Annual Quilt First Church Annual Quilt 

Show Show Show Show     
        November 20th and 21st November 20th and 21st November 20th and 21st November 20th and 21st  

Quilts are needed to exhibit at our “Candy Cane Fair.”  
A favorite quilt will be voted on by the attendees, a 
prize will be given.  A fee of $10 per quilt is charged.  
The quilt may be for sale by the owner.  We hope to 
have a wonderful exhibit.   

First Prize — $50 

Second Prize — $25 

Third Prize — $15 

Drop off time is the week of November 18th, between 
9AM-1PM.  For more information please call Beverly 
Gamble at 568-5433, Lynn Brownlee at 568.7095 or the 
church office at 568-2833. 

 

”Faith for Life” Evening Bible Study  
to Meet Tuesday, Nov. 3rd and Nov. 17th 

 

Imagine a life of true happiness, a life of complete hon-
esty with God.  We will explore what the Psalms have 

to say about the life of faith in this even-
ing Bible Study.  We will be using the 
Immersion Bible Study guide to Psalms.  
You don’t need to have a lot of 
knowledge of the Bible; just an inquiring 
mind and a willing spirit. It is not neces-

sary to attend every session. This Bible Study will use 
the same material as the Wednesday afternoon group.  
We will meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the 
month from 7 to 8 PM. 

Pot Luck Luncheon! 

On Sunday, November 8th at 
11:00AM, the Member-
ship/Fellowship Committee will be 
hosting a “pot luck” luncheon to honor 
our Veterans following church services 
in Fellowship Hall.  Please sign-up 
on the roster on the bulletin board 
under the Member-
ship section to let us 
know how many of 
you will attend and 
what you will bring to 
share with the group.  
Our Veterans gave of 
their time and talent to protect us; let’s 
join together in fellowship to honor 
them.   

As we look to the coming Holidays, our Candy Cane Fair is one of our greatest opportu-
nities to share our church and our church family with our local community. We provide a 
large selection of quality items for the fall and winter season. This is also our largest 
fundraising event. I am pleased that many of you have already started preparing for this. 
However there is still an opportunity for you to be involved. Handmade items are wel-
come as are food items .   If you would be willing to used your talent to create sale items 
but question what is appropriate, during coffee hour members are willing to make sug-

gestions and share patterns and ideas. Workshops are arranged for some groups to create items 
and enjoy the company of friends.   Setting up and arranging takes many hands. Workers are need-
ed during the fair itself. I would be pleased to hear suggestions and answer questions about your 
involvement in this event. Please contact Mayme Lajoie at 568-1057 or email  
office@churchonthegreen.org to arrange participation in this event. Let’s all get on board! 

As winter weather ap-
proaches please stay 
tuned to channel 22 
News for any Sunday 

School cancellations.  Also, 
please remember to check out our 
web site 
www.churchonthegreen.org 

for cancellations as well. 
   

~Thanks! ~ 



Women Fellowship Annual Women Fellowship Annual Women Fellowship Annual Women Fellowship Annual     

Victorian TeaVictorian TeaVictorian TeaVictorian Tea    
Saturday, December 5th  at 1:30PMSaturday, December 5th  at 1:30PMSaturday, December 5th  at 1:30PMSaturday, December 5th  at 1:30PM    

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are $15.00Tickets are $15.00Tickets are $15.00Tickets are $15.00 
Tickets must be purchased in advance. This Event sells 

out fast. Please call the church office for tickets at 568-

2833.. 

Annual Christmas Festival 
  

The annual Community Carol Festival will be held on 

Saturday, December 5th at  4 PM  

hosted by First Congregational Church.  The 

festival is a celebration of traditional  

Christmas music and will feature: 

 
Novi Cantori 

Moriah Chamber Singers 

The New England Brass Quartet 

 

There is no admission charge.  A free will offering will 

be received at the door.  A reception will follow in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Submitted by  

Janet St. Jean 

Sunshine Baskets Sunshine Baskets Sunshine Baskets Sunshine Baskets     
Sunday, Nov. 22nd Sunday, Nov. 22nd Sunday, Nov. 22nd Sunday, Nov. 22nd     

    
What a terrific way to show those people of the 
church that may be shut-in, ill or just unable to 
make it to church how much they are thought 
of. We encourage donations of items, time and 
money to make these baskets possible. Please 
bring gifts to church on November 22nd   
We are in need of the following items: 
Fresh Fruit: Fresh Fruit: Fresh Fruit: Fresh Fruit: Apples, Oranges, Pears 
and Bananas, Grapes, Kiwi 
Dried Fruit: Dried Fruit: Dried Fruit: Dried Fruit: Apricots, Dates, Figs, 
Prunes and Raisins 
Individual Wrapped items: Individual Wrapped items: Individual Wrapped items: Individual Wrapped items: Crack-
ers, Muffins or Mini Breads, Cook-
ies, Small Gifts, Mints or soft candies, Small Jars 
of Jelly or Jam. 
Monetary giftsMonetary giftsMonetary giftsMonetary gifts are needed to defray the cost of 
supplies. (ribbon, containers, cards) 

Please Notify the Church Office WhenB  

� � You or a family member would like a visit. 

� � You have a change of address. 

� � Your Phone number has changed. 

� � Your email address has changed 

Web Site Task Force 

On September 21st, the Web site Task Force 
met to discuss the future of our 
church's web site. So far, the site 
has met the approval of all of the 
members of the Task Force. The 
site is up to date through Decem-
ber 2015 on church related events. 

It was decided to put the history of our church 
on the site and Jim Yesu has accomplished 
sending the text from the book written by Judith 
P. Foard entitled "The History of First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield". We are presently 
looking for early pictures of the history of the 
church and Al Woodruff has been most helpful 
helping us to compile a pictorial history as well 
as the written text. Thanks to Peggy 
Corchinski, everything is being scanned and 
sent to Joan Deacon to be added to the site. 
We hope to accomplish this addition by the end 
of this year.  

We are still looking for our members to send us 
items of interest, photos and details of upcom-
ing events. There are forms in the Web Site 
mail box available to fill out and return for up-
coming events for the calendar. The success of 
this endeavor is the responsibility of everyone 
so please, let us know your ideas and don't for-
get to visit us on Facebook. 

The Task Force: Jim Salzer; Jim Yesu; Rita 
Willard; Cindy LaPlante; Doug James; Joan 
Deacon 



Thanks to everyone who partici-
pated in the implementation of the 
Rummage Sale.  It is an effec-
tive fund raiser for our congrega-
tion. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mayme Lajoie 

Fall Rummage Sale 

Such a variety of treasures 
that were donated, sorted, 
organized and sold at our 
Fall Rummage sale.  The 
event was a success even 
with the rain! 

Many of our gifted members 
and friends of the church 
rolled up their sleeves and 
pitched in to help raise mon-
ey for future projects in the 
church. 

 

Some of ladies taking a well 

deserved break during the 

preparation of the Fall Rum-

mage Sale: 

Jean Zimmerman-Left Seated 

Marylyn Smith-Left Standing  

Rita Willard-Center seated 

Mayme Lajoie-Right Seated 

Joan Deacon-Not pictured 

however she was the photog-

rapher!  Thanks Joan! 

 

               Memorial Flowers  
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated with fresh floral arrange-

ments on the Altar. There are many people and several 
groups in the Church as well as people from out of 
town who give flowers as a memorial, special celebra-
tion or holiday remembrance. Some have given flowers 
for many years around the same date or Sunday. This 
is such a beautiful way to think of people!  After each 

service, the flowers are made into smaller bouquets which are giv-
en to sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If you would like to give 
Altar flowers for a particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) 
for more information. The cost of an arrangement is $25.00. 



November  Birthdays 

11/1  Bob Seher 

11/2   Lisa Crean 

11/3  Robert Bard 

11/5  Michael Cichonski 

11/5 Heidi Guay 

11/6 Seth James 

11/7 Greg Hamel 

11/7 Kerri Grimaldi 

11/8 Janice Malcovsky  

11/8 Megan Hawks  

11/10 Jean Rainey 

11/10 Dorothy Cichonski 

11/11 Phil Zych 

11/12 Richard Grimaldi  

11/12 Mayme Lajoie 

11/12 Marie Marx 

11/16 Mary Jane Pierce 

11/17  Winifred Calegari 

11/17 Sherry Balzano 

11/17 Sarah Bray 

11/20 Alex Fontanilles                   

11/21 Ed Harrington 

11/21 Darlene Klaubert 

11/29 Tom Samwell 

11/29 Will Fruwirth 

FROM THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

THANKS to the Burke Brothers for patching and paving the sink hole 
in our church parking lot at 41Broad Street at no 
charge.  In 2014 they paved the walkway between the 
sanctuary and town hall building to allow for runoff of 
rain and snow.  This has helped keep the basement 
dry and decrease the musty odor in the sanctuary.   

 

THANKS to church members who have taken on various tasks listed 
on the bulletin board.  Alice Flyte and Julie Kraus 
cleaned up the church parking lot at 41 Broad Street 
and Linda Champagne and Sandy Jasmin cleaned 
the music room kitchen.  There are still several jobs 
on the list that need volunteers who have a bit of en-

ergy and time to help.  Please check it out.   

 

THANKS also to a dedicated young person who has been pitching in 
when he is near.  2nd grader, Noah Perkins will take on 
a broom or damp cloth without even being asked.  What a 
fine example he is to our young people (and older ones 
too).  It’s a joy to see him so willing to contribute!  

Submitted by, 

Judy Lyon 

You are invited! 

A Fine Rumpus: Young Singers Fall Concert 

Directors: Janet St. Jean and Meg Blair 

Accompanists: Jerry Noble and Karen Ducharme  

(featuring several of our own First Church Family) 
Saturday, November 21, 2015, 2:00 PM 

Location: Blessed Sacrament Church, 127 Holyoke Rd., Westfield 

Donation: $5 

Please check out the “NEW” Greater Lakes Scrip website for all you holiday gift cards.Please check out the “NEW” Greater Lakes Scrip website for all you holiday gift cards.Please check out the “NEW” Greater Lakes Scrip website for all you holiday gift cards.Please check out the “NEW” Greater Lakes Scrip website for all you holiday gift cards.    

New Weekly specials!                                                                            Please see Cindy on Sunday morning  
                                                                                      for ordering information!                
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“Brinkley” was the star of the show!  Ned Polan, from HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response, brought 
this beautiful golden retriever to our meeting and explained Brinkley’s mission.  Brinkley can come into 
a room and will immediately sense the person most in need of his comfort.  He found our group very 
relaxing, but came to each of us to say “Hello”.  Brinkley and Ned make weekly visits to our local Sol-
dier’s Home, the Carson Center Respite and Crisis Stabilization Center, the mental health and rehabili-
tation units at Noble Hospital.  He also makes monthly visits to Team Works, a Carson Center program 
for special needs children.  
 

HOPE is comprised of dog teams who are available to assist in recovery from crisis and disas-
ters.  They assist mental health professionals and are prepared for unpredictable situations.  They trav-
el all over the country on short notice when called to a disaster.  We were so impressed with the scope 
of the works that this organization makes that we gave Ned a donation of $100 to further their missions.    
 

In our business meeting Mayme Lajoie announced that we had realized about $1300 from our rum-
mage sale.  Half of this amount will go into the church budget and half goes to further the projects of 
Women’s  
Fellowship. 
 

New smaller tablecloths have arrived and will be used for the Harvest Dinner on October 23rd. 
 

Ardelle Zych made a request to take money from the bereavement fund to purchase new insulated cof-
fee carafes and sugar and creamers for use in the kitchen and at receptions.  It was voted to purchase 
these items. 
 

This year our group voted to increase their pledge to next year’s church general budget to $2,500. 
 

In November we will be having the Westfield High School Chorus under the direction of Korey Bruno 
perform for us.  It was voted to give them a donation of $100 at that 
time. 
 

It was suggested that Women’s Fellowship look into the cost of a new 
floor for the kitchen.  Joan Deacon volunteered to look into it. 
 

Our Christmas Party will be held on December 10th.  Cindy LaPlante 
will be catering the affair. A Yankee Swap will be held after the lunch-
eon.  Gifts, with a value of $5.00, will be exchanged if you wish to par-
ticipate. 
 

Submitted by, 
 

Rita Willard, Co-chairperson    Marylyn Smith, Co-chairperson 



 
 First Congregational 

Church of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

First Church Annual 

Candy Cane Fair 
 

Friday, November 20th 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
Saturday, November 21st 9:00AM to 3:00PM 

 
Baked Goods  and Candy  -  Holiday Decorations -Silent Auction  

   Gently used Handbags 

  Christmas Tree Decorations - Knit Goods  -  Plants  

Dips & packaged soups 

Quilt Exhibit   -   Lottery Ticket Tree  

 *Friday...  Corn & Clam Chowder & Baked Potato Bar 

*Saturday… Lobster Rolls, Chips, Beverage  


