
NEWSLETTER 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

OCTOBER 2015 

Dear Friends, 

 “What is the chief end of (hu)mankind?” 

 This is the first question in the Westminster Catechism, one of the founding documents of our 

congregational tradition.  The Catechism answers that question simply.  The chief purpose of hu-

mankind is “To enjoy God and glorify God forever.” 

It seems to me that that simple phrase sums up very well what it means to live the Christian 

life.  The decisions of our lives should not be based on what brings glory to us.  Our decisions 

should be based on what brings glory to God.  When we’re confronted by a tough decision, one sim-

ple question can help us decide: Does it glorify God? 

 On Consecration Sunday, October 18, we will be asked to respond to the question, “What 

percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  As followers of Jesus Christ, we give for many 

reasons.  We give to help others.  We give because, by giving, we become the generous men and 

women God created us to be.  We also give to bring glory to God.  This year, as we make the deci-

sion about  giving to God’s work through the work of our church, you and I can ask, “How might my 

giving bring glory to God?” 

Our church gives glory to God in ministries of worship, faith formation, and mission to the 

world.  Giving glory to God lifts us out of our own narrow concerns.  Giving glory to God rearranges 

our priorities and moves us to respond to the transforming power of God’s grace.   

May you and I be open to that transforming power, and may we glorify God in our giving.  

 

Yours in Christ,   

     

     

     

  

 

 

“Faith for Life” Evening Bible Study  

Imagine a life of true happiness, a life of complete 
honesty with God. We will explore what the Psalms 
have to say about the life of faith in this evening 
Bible Study. We will be using the Immersion Bible 
Study guide to Psalms. You don’t need to have a 
lot of knowledge of the Bible; just an inquiring 
mind and a willing spirit. It is not necessary to at-
tend every session. This Bible Study will use the 
same material as the Wednesday afternoon group.  
 

We will meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the 
month from 7 to 8 PM Starting October 6th 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Honoring Our Veteran’s  

On Sunday, November 8th 
 

Pot Luck Luncheon 11:30 am  

              After church services In Fellowship Hall 

Hosted by the Membership/Fellowship Committee 

Sign-up sheet on bulletin board 

Under Membership section 

Honor to those who gave of themselves 

to secure our freedom.  THANK YOU! 
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Candy Cane Fair 
 

The Candy Cane Fair is fast approaching and we are asking our members if they will help out 
by donating items to sell. If  you are able to make wreaths, table decorations, 
pot holders, place mats, knit sweaters, hats, mittens, scarves, make craft 
items, we need Christmas tree decorations, baked goods, if you can build 
wooden items or paint pictures, we need your help. We will furnish all your 
materials if you bring us your lists or if you prefer to purchase them your-
selves, just bring us your sales receipt and we will refund your money. 
 

Please, contact Mayme Lajoie and let her know what you are going to help 
with. If you don't have any talent, we will be happy to accept purchased 

items. We would appreciate it if each member would donate two items each. 
 

Don't forget items for our silent auction. Cliff Gamble will be accepting your donations.  

 
We urge everyone to join in making this fair the best ever. It is so much fun to participate. 
Thanking everyone in advance for helping with this great event. 
 

Mayme 



Congregations that ap-
proach financial steward-
ship from a biblical per-
spective do not view the 
money Christians give to 
their church merely as a 
way to pay its bills. Ra-
ther, such congregations 
see financial contributions 
as a way to help people 
grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God by 
supporting their church’s 
mission and ministry with 
a percentage of their in-
comes. 
 

Our congregation’s fi-
nance committee has se-
lected the New Consecra-
tion Sunday Stewardship 
Program as a way to 
teach the biblical and spir-
itual principles of gener-
ous giving in our steward-
ship education emphasis 
this year. 
 

New Consecration Sun-
day is based on the bibli-
cal philosophy of the need 
of the giver to give for his 
or her own spiritual devel-
opment, rather than on 
the need of the church to 
receive. Instead of treat-
ing people like members 

of a social club who 
should pay dues, we will 
treat people like followers 
of Jesus Christ who want 
to give unselfishly as an 
act of discipleship. New 
Consecration Sunday en-
courages people toward 
proportionate and system-
atic giving in response to 
the question, “What per-
centage of my income is 
God calling me to give?”  
 

During morning worship 
on Consecration Sunday, 
we are asking our at-
tendees and members to 
make their financial com-
mitments to our church’s 
missionary, benevolent, 
and educational ministries 
in this community and 
around the world. 
 

Every attendee and mem-
ber who completes an 
Estimate of Giving Card 
does so voluntarily by at-
tending morning worship 
on Consecration Sunday. 
We urge people to attend 
who feel strongly opposed 
to completing a card. The 
procedure is done in such 
a way that no one feels 
personal embarrassment 

if he or she chooses not 
to fill out a card. 
We will do no home solici-
tation to ask people to 
complete cards. During 
morning worship our 
guest leader will conduct 
a brief period of instruc-
tion and inspiration. The 
high point of the service 
will be when we make our 
commitments as a confi-
dential act of worship. 
 

We will encourage partici-
pation in Consecration 
Sunday events through 
the Consecration Sunday 
team and governing board 
members. Since we will 
make no follow-up visits 
to ask people to complete 
their cards, we will make 
every effort to inform, in-
spire, and commit every-
one to attend Consecra-
tion Sunday worship. 
Thanks in advance for 
your enthusiastic partici-
pation in Consecration 
Sunday events. 
 

Rick Gaylord, 
Moderator  

Consecration Sunday Is Coming 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Mark your NovemberMark your NovemberMark your NovemberMark your November    
Calendar and prepare Calendar and prepare Calendar and prepare Calendar and prepare     
to have some fun!to have some fun!to have some fun!to have some fun!    

First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show     
        November 20th and 21st November 20th and 21st November 20th and 21st November 20th and 21st  

Remembrance Sunday  
November 1st 

On the first Sunday of 
November, the 10 AM service 
will be a Service of 
Remembrance. During the 
service, there will be a Time of 
Remembrance when the 
names of First Church 
members & friends who have 
passed away  during the past 
year will be read aloud. Their 
loved ones will be 
remembered in prayer. We will 
also share in the sacrament of 
Holy Communion, as is our 
custom for the first Sunday of 
the month. If you have lost a 
loved one during the past year 
(from November 2014 to the 
present), you are invited to 
bring a picture of your loved 
one to be displayed on a 
Remembrance Table in the 
church parlor. For further 
information, please call the 
church office or speak to 
Pastor Elva. 

Quilts are needed to exhibit at our “Candy Cane 
Fair.”  A favorite quilt will be voted on by the at-
tendees, a prize will be given.  A fee of $10 per 
quilt is charged.  The quilt may be for sale by the 
owner.  We hope to have a wonderful exhibit.   

First Prize — $50 
Second Prize — $25 
Third Prize — $15 

Drop off time is the week of November 17th, be-
tween 9AM—1PM.  For more information please 
call Beverly Gamble (568-5433), Lynn Brownlee 
(568-7095) or the church office at 568-2833. 

                Candy Cane FairCandy Cane FairCandy Cane FairCandy Cane Fair    
November 20th & 21st November 20th & 21st November 20th & 21st November 20th & 21st  

The World Service Commit-
tee thanks all of you for 

your donations 
to the Food Pan-
try and the Sa-
maritan 
Inn.  Both 
groups are very 
grateful for the 

items that you have given to 
them.  For the Samaritan Inn 
we would like to start collect-
ing small size personal care 
items such as shampoo, deo-
dorant,  tooth paste, tooth 
brushes, soap, Kleenex, hair 
brushes and combs, or any 
other items that you think 
would be appropriate.  There 
are 27 men and 10 women in 
the shelter.  First Congrega-
tional Church is making a 
positive difference in the lives 
of our neighbors. 
 

Submitted by 

World Service 



From the desk of the Church School Director 

Church Youth 
Groups look for 
upcoming activities 
that promise fun 
and adventures!! 
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 Church Youth 

Group  Over a hundred people enjoyed pancakes this year!  This is a fun and deli-
cious Church School tradition.  It was so nice to all of the children and fami-
lies back from the summer break.   Special thanks to the church school com-
mittee and especially our resident pancake chefs Greg Hamel and Joey Cre-
an for a tasty way to kick off the new Sunday School year!  It was such a 
pleasure to see so many little smiles in September.  Let’s keep the momen-
tum going, families, and set aside Sundays for our families to come together 
at First Church!  

Thanks, 

Sara       

Kids, don’t forget 
to bring your 
offering to Sunday 
School!!!  It’s not 
how much you 
bring, it’s just that 
you bring it up the 
stairs!   

Bible Sunday,  
October 25th 

 

Welcome our teachers!!!! 
 

Preschool—Kindergarten:  
Karen Fillion 

First-Third:  
Amanda Kinnunen 

Fourth-Fifth: 
Debbie and Jim Yesu, Jim Salzer 
and Deb Yesu 

Sixth-Seventh :  
Andrea Polley 

 

Also working in the Sunday School 
this year: Dr. Rev. Susanne Hayes, 
Janice and Fred Fruwirth, Mayme 
Lajoie, Lisa Crean, Jon and Lisa 
Queenin, and Greg Hamel. 

Helpers: Megan Hawks, Sam 
Polley, Emily Yesu, Joey Crean, 
Gillian Ledoux, Karenna Downs. 

Reiley Ledoux continues as our 
Nursery Supervisor this year! 

Walk for Westfield Food Pantry 
Sunday, October 18th at 12:30PM, 
Looking for Walkers / Donors! 
 

Please help "stomp out" hunger by 
walking or donating to this great 
cause!  All monies raised will help 
those in need in both our own commu-
nity as well as around the world. 
 

We will be walking from our neighbor-
ing St. John's Lutheran Church on 
Broad St., to Stanley Park in Westfield, 
approximately 3.5 miles.   
 

Have young children but still want to 
walk?  Feel free to decorate their 
stroller or wagon to add some fun to 
the walk!   
 

Please feel free to make your own sign 
to carry on walk day, be fun, and crea-
tive!  Let's show our community why we 
are walking! 
 

Please see Shannon Brown 
after church for details.  

Dates for Fire Sta-

tion field trip and 

Family Fun Day at 

Meadow View 

Farms TBD. 



               October  
             Birthdays 

10/01 Deb Samwell 
10/01 Nicholas Guay 

10/01 Lucas Guay 

10/03 Tom Lorenzen 

10/05 Doug Falconer 
10/06 Marlene Hills 

10/06 Mary Houle 

10/06 Michelle Winer  
10/09 Robert Thompson 

10/10 Lynn Brownlee 

10/10 Judy Schrecke 

10/10 Steven Pierce 

10/10 Carol Whalen 

10/12 Doug James 

10/13 Grace Templeton 

10/16 Jordan Platek 

10/18 Noah Perkins 

10/18 Lisa Kubik 

10/20 Tyson James 

10/23 Tony Kubik 

10/24 Pat Reach 

10/24 Tommy Brown 

10/25 Osborne Gaugh, Jr. 
10/25 Makayla Garcia 

10/25 Isabella Marie Garcia 

10/26 Allan Taylor 
10/26 Frank Pollard 

10/28 Jenna Brown 

10/29 Lauren Cote 

10/31 Kendra Berndt 
10/31 Gail Ives 

Doing God’s Work Together  

People have likened the structure of the Congregational Church to 
that of a Cooperative organization.  That is, in a Cooperative Or-
ganization the organization itself is owned and operated by its 
members.  Members of a Co-op have to contribute to the organi-
zation, and in return they take an ownership interest in the organi-
zation.  The future of a Co-op is directly related to efforts made by 
its member/owners. 
 

The structure of our Congregational First Church of Westfield is 
comprised of Committees - with Committee members and Commit-
tee Chairs, along with volunteers in the Church Education, Lay 
Person Ministry and Music ministries.   Committee Member posi-
tions, Committee Chair positions and volunteer positions are filled 
by Church members like you.  Like a Co-op, First Church West-
field, your Church, depends on members of the Congregation to 
be active Committee members and ministry volunteers.  Without 
active Committee members and active ministry volunteers First 
Church Westfield will not be able to function – like a Co-op would 
not be able to function.   
 

The future of First Church Westfield is directly related to the efforts 
put forth by its members.  Please take an active ownership interest 
in your Church, and consider joining a Committee, or volunteering 
in some other way so that we all can continue to do God’s 
work.  Please contact Nominating Committee members Jim Salzer 

(jsalzer@gmail.com), Ann Mundy (ahmhiker@comcast.net) or 
Jim Yesu (jasyesu@gmail.com), or Pastor Elva 
(pastor@churchonthegreen.org), if you feel the Spirit moving 
you to becoming an active Committee Member or ministry volun-
teer. 

On Sunday, November 

8
th, there will be a “pot luck” 

luncheon in your honor.  If 
you have pictures of your-
self in uniform, please drop 
them off at the church on 

Sunday, November 1st or during the 
week of November 2-6th.  The Member-
ship/Fellowship would like to set up a 

special display in your honor. 

Calling all Veteran’s! 

The Property Committee would like to thanks member Dick 
Pomeroy who has sanded and painted outdoor railings on 

church propertyL even Town Hall building.  He 
said that once he did a few, they looked so 
good he just kept going.  What a great improve-
ment.    We also want to thank member Tom 
Samwell who has been running the sound sys-

tem every Sunday over the summer.  It’s difficult to get 
someone to attend so “faithfully”L. and we do appreciate 
it.  
 

Carpets in the Bride’s room and the coat room have been 
professionally cleaned by church member Tyson James.  
We are fortunate to have his company CARPET WIZZARD 
donate this service.  Give him a call if you have a need for 
his business.  
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Rummage Sale  

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 

Preview: Friday October 2nd  
4:00 to 7:00 PM 

50 cents entrance fee 
Sale: Saturday October 3rd 

9:00 to 3:00PM 
No entrance fee.                   

 

 

                          

 

 

                              Featuring:     
   Clothing 
   Beautiful Collectibles               
   Furniture 
   Pictures and Frames 
   Small Appliances 
   China and Glassware 
   Home Décor Decorations 

Colonial Harvest Dinner  

First Congregational Church of West-

field will hold its Annual Colonial Har-

vest Dinner on Friday, October 23 at 

5:30PM.  The meal will consist of Cin-

dy’s Roast Pork with stuffing and gravy, 

applesauce, potatoes, Winter Vegeta-

bles, Rolls and Butter, homemade des-

sert, Coffee or Tea. The Cost is $12.00 

for Adults, $7.00 for Children 6-12 years 

and under 6 years are free. Please call 

the Church office 568-2833 for Tickets.  

Website Task Force 
First Congregational Church Committee voted to form a Website Task Force. The following 
volunteers are: Jim Salzer, Jim Yesu, Doug James, Rita Willard, Cindy LaPlante, and Joan 
Deacon. The first meeting will be held on Monday September 21st. 
 

The main objective of this Task Force is to oversee the church's Website for accuracy, to 
always have current information and to bring it to the full potential of the existing program.  
 

We are still looking for photos, news of upcoming events, and your reports of interesting 

and informative happenings at church. 

Joan Deacon 

Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the 
copy room is where you will find a 
“Church Use Request Form”, forms 
for “Request for Custodial Assis-
tance”, “Request for Use of Church 

Property and Request for Reimbursement”.  
Also a First Church Phone Directory can be 
found here. 
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On September 10th, our group started off the New Year with a great “pot luck” 
picnic!  Thirty-three people attended and amongst the group were several hus-
bands.  We had a fantastic amount of delicious food to choose from.  Needless 
to say, our ladies certainly do know how to cook!   
 

Pastor Elva led the blessing and then we all dug in!  Dessert and beverages 

were arranged for by our officers: 

coffee, iced tea and lemonade accompanied 

peach, apple, and pumpkin pie, and a sugar-

free pudding dessert was available. 

A short business meeting was held after this 

sumptuous meal.  Rita Willard, chairperson, 

announced that the long awaited smaller table-

cloths are finally on their way.  They should 

arrive in plenty of time to be used for the Har-

vest Dinner on October 24th.  
 

It was also announced that the “name badges” 

for members of the church who have joined in 

the past three years have arrived.  There will 

be a special church service on September 27th 

to present the badges.  Women’s Fellowship donated the money to purchase these. 
 

For our meeting on October 8th our speaker will be Ned Polan with his therapy dog 

“Brinkley”.  Rita asked to give “Bright Spots”, the organization that Ned and Brinley repre-

sent, a donation for their presentation.  It was voted to give them $100.   
 

November 10th we will be entertained by the Westfield High School Chorus directed by Kory 

Bruno.  We look forward to some beautiful music!  
 

Mayme Lajoie announced that the rummage sale will be October 2nd and 3rd.  Help is needed 

to price items that have already arrived and on the actual “sale” days. 

With the help of Marylyn Smith tickets were drawn for a variety of prizes.  Hopefully, every-

one went home with a smile on their face, a wonderful meal in their stomachs and some 

with a prize in their hands. 
 

Thanks to all who participated and especially to those arrived early to set up the room and 

to those who stayed to help clean up the Fellowship Hall afterwards. 
 

Respectfully Submitted:  Rita Willard, Chairperson    Marylyn Smith, Co-Chair 

Issues with Kitchen Use and Care 

In order to clarify communications regarding the use of the Kitchen, concerns should be taken to 
Judy Lyons or Mayme Lajoie. Judy & Mayme are the contact persons for concerns, about use of the 
kitchen by church members or others.  They will contact the appropriate persons. Contact with Judy 
or Mayme can occur on Sunday mornings. Notes may be left in the mail box labeled --------in the 
office. Concerns may also be sent to Mayme at 568-1057 or email mel1938@comcast.net. Thanks 
you for your cooperation. 



Were on the Web!

www.churchonthegreen.org  

                                                                    Consecration SundayConsecration SundayConsecration SundayConsecration Sunday    

                Is Coming!!!Is Coming!!!Is Coming!!!Is Coming!!!    

                                        Please Save the Date!!!Please Save the Date!!!Please Save the Date!!!Please Save the Date!!!    

                                    Sunday October 18th 2015Sunday October 18th 2015Sunday October 18th 2015Sunday October 18th 2015    

 

Please Join us for Sunday morning worship and the  

Celebration Luncheon immediately following worship.     

First Congregational 

Church of Westfield 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 


