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Dear Friends, 

The life of a local church pastor offers many blessings.  One of the best, in my opinion, is that pastors are 

expected to spend time in reading and study.  Reading is not something to do if we have time left over from 

our other tasks.  Reading is one of our tasks.  Since the church program year, from September to June, is 

filled with activity, I’ve developed the practice of spending one day each week in July and August as a 

“Reading Day.”  Here are a few highlights from the books I’ve read this summer: 

Rabbi Jesus: an Intimate Biography, written by Bruce Chilton, offers a vivid portrait of Jesus the man.  Chil-

ton sets Jesus in a historical context.  He draws on recent archaeological research about the way people 

lived in ancient Palestine: the social customs and political forces that shaped their lives.  He also describes, 

sometimes in dramatic detail, Jewish religious practices of Jesus’ day.  Chilton argues that John the Baptist 

was a great influence on Jesus, and that Jesus’ prayer life was a much greater part of his ministry than what 

we read in the gospel accounts. 

The Invention of Wings, by Sue Monk Kidd, is a work of fiction, but the novel is rooted in a historical time 

and place: the pre-Civil War South.  Actual historical figures, the sisters Sarah and Angelina Grimke, were 

daughters of a judge in Charleston, South Carolina.  They traveled to the North on speaking tours where 

they described the brutality and evil of slavery, which they had seen first hand.  In her novel, Kidd imagines 

a childhood relationship between Sarah Grimke and her personal maid, named Handful, who was a slave.  

The relationship is a powerful influence on Sarah and, through her, on Angelina.  As adults the Grimke sis-

ters were leaders in both the anti-slavery movement and the early women’s movement. 

We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren, is a step by step guide to help Christians grow in faith.  

It’s organized into about fifty-two chapters.  The chapters are divided into quarters, one for each season, 

following a simplified version of the traditional church year.  The book can be used by individuals or in small 

groups.  I like McLaren’s simple but inspiring description of the faith that energized the early Christian move-

ment: 

“Christianity6 began as a revolutionary movement promoting a new kind of aliveness on the margins of so-

ciety6 It claimed that everyone, not just an elite few, had God-given gifts to use for the common good.  It 

exposed a system based on domination, privilege, and violence and proclaimed in its place a vision of mutu-

al service, mutual responsibility, and peaceable neighborliness.  It put people above profit, and made the 

audacious claim that the Earth belonged not to rich tycoons or powerful politicians, but to the Creator who 

loves every sparrow in the trees and every wildflower in the field.  It was a peace movement, a love move-

ment, a joy movement, a justice movement, an integrity movement, an aliveness movement” (pp. xviii - xix). 

If either Rabbi Jesus or We Make the Road by Walking interests you - or if they both do! -  I’d be happy to 

loan them to you.  The Invention of Wings you can find at our local library. 

Yours in Christ, 
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WELCOME BACK TO WELCOME BACK TO WELCOME BACK TO WELCOME BACK TO     

SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!    

Sponsored by the Church School Committee 

Parents: Sunday School registration forms 
will be available.  Please be sure to  

complete these forms before you leave! 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

    Sunday, September 13th at 11:00am 

Pancakes, sausages, fruit salad, Juice,  

Milk and Coffee 

A BASKET WILL BE OUT FOR DONATIONS  

 (APPRECIATED) 

 Here comes the fall!  It’s hard to believe that it is 

back to school time.  Where did 

the summer go?  In the weeks to 

come we will notice the mornings 

are cooler and the daylight hours 

shorter.  I am looking forward to 

seeing how much the children 

have grown!  Our Sunday school 

will be in full swing again September 13th.  

Though all kids have sports and other important 

scheduled activities, remember that Sunday 

school and Sunday mornings at First Church are 

for YOUR FAMILY!  It’s a time that you can all be 

together.  It’s a time you can set aside as a re-

minder to check in together.  As we all fill in the 

white boards and smart phone calendars with 

various activities, please remember to block out 

Sunday mornings from 10am to 11am for family 

together time at First Church.  It will recharge 

your family for all of the other activities scheduled 

for the rest of the week.  Every 

family deserves at least an hour 

on those calendars together!  ☺ 

 

Keep an eye on the bulletins and in your emails 

for news on our annual fall 

family day! 

This year—PUMPKIN 

PICKING 

We are looking for volunteers for the Sun-
day School.  The success of our program is 
dependent on our volunteers.  If you are look-
ing for an opportunity to help please contact 
Sara at churchschool@churchonthegreen.org.  

Should you need to leave the sanctuary during 

the service, the library near the front entry is 

available for your use. You will be able to hear 

the service and there is an infant 

changing table in that room. There is 

also a changing table in the handicap 

bathroom near the dining room.  



 

 

 

Update on our Church's Website 

www.churchonthegreen.org 
 

For over a year we have been discussing how important an up 
to date web site is. We mentioned that web sites are the way 
that people get the latest information on whatever interests 
them. It's a "way of life". Some folks still look in the yellow pages 
for information but we all know that's not very efficient. 

When new people come to town, they look on the web for Doc-
tors, Restaurants, and hopefully a Church.  If the site is out of 
date, not interesting, not enough information, they go on to an-
other site. 

Our web site, www.churchonthegreen.org is sadly out of date. 
Not much doing on our calendar and nothing new going on at 
church. When I inquired about the possibility of someone help-
ing to get ours up and running at Church Committee Meeting, 
we were told a webmaster was too expensive. Yet we all agreed 
that it was imperative that we do something about it. 

Please go to our updated site and see what has been done so 
far. Missions has been updated, also, our calendar, hopefully 
our photos will be replaced with new ones each month. An invi-
tation to our Rummage Sale and our Candy Cane Fair is there. 
Women's Fellowship now has a place for all the events that are 
planned for the year with a brief explanation of each month, 
even Edward Taylor's site now has a brief biography of our first 
Minister.  

If you have an event or information that you would like to see on 
our site, please, either e-mail me at joandeacon@verizon.net or 
fill out a request form and leave it in the mail box marked "Web 
Site" in the church office with all pertinent information that you 
want included. I will endeavor to up date one day a week, proba-
bly on Mondays 

It  depends on each of us to step up with current information and 
ideas for a more exciting web site. It is a very time consuming 
job keeping it current and you all can be of tremendous help with 
your news, photos and ideas. I will be responsible for Women's 
Fellowship, Missions, the calendar, events on Sundays other 
than our regular service, Fund Raising news, and information 
relevant to our church life.   

Sunday School will still be the responsibility of Sara Popp, tech-
nical issues will be handled by Jim Salzer and music by Allan 
Taylor. Thank you all for your cooperation, let's look forward to 
an updated, exciting site.  

Submitted by Joan Deacoon 

Special Congregational  

Meeting   

 Sunday, September 20, 2015 

A Special Congre-
gational Meeting 
will be held after 
our worship service 
on Sept 20th for 
the purpose of vot-
ing on withdrawing 
money from the 

Old Town Hall (OTH) invested funds 
to cover unusual expenses. 

Our long term tenant, the Carson 
Center, is not continuing their lease so 
we no longer have the monthly in-
come required to pay for some un-
budgeted OTH expenses. 

These expenses range from archi-
tect’s fees incurred to provide us with 
plans to upgrade the building for a 
new tenant, to upcoming costs re-
quired to prepare the vacant building 
for the winter months. 

Please make every effort to attend 
this meeting so we all can learn more 
about what is being done with the 
OTH building and assure it will be a 
good long term source of 
lease income in the future. 

The Church Committee has also rec-
ommended that we hire a commercial 
realtor to help us look for a new long 
term tenant. 

In the meantime, please let us know if 
you have any leads on anyone looking 
for downtown office space. 

 

Thanks, 

Rick Gaylord, 

Moderator 
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September   Birthdays 

9/1 Brian Polley 

9/4 Marc Winer 
9/4 Madeleine Hamel 
9/4 Nancy Puskey 

9/8 Cliff Gamble, Jr. 
9/8 Melissa Fanion 

9/9 Cynthia Healey 

9/9 Devon Fillion 

9/11 Destiny Fanion 

9/11 Kathryn Graybill 
9/13 David Schroth 

9/13 Amanda Kinnunen 

9/16 Gregory Ulm 

9/19 Wes Shepard 

9/19 Diane Bray 

9/19 Stephen Brown 

9/20 Alecia Marx 

9/21 Katherine Ryan 

9/23 Tracy Gamble 

9/25 Helen Blaha 

9/26 Charles Schroth 

9/26 Bob Brownlee 

9/28 Beth Gamble 

9/29 Jack Templeton 

9/30 Mia Bray-Motley 

 
 

Women’s Fellowship 
Last of the Summer 
Pot Luck Picnic at  

First  
Congregational Church 

September 10th 
11:30 am 

A time to socialize with your 
friends! 

Bring your favorite summer picnic 
dish to share. 

Sign up on August 30th or Sept 6th 
 

Beverage and Dessert will be pro-
vided by Women’s Fellowship 

A Collection for the Salvation  
Army will be taken 

Let’s start off the “New Year” with 
a BANG! 

Part of our congregation’s mission is making our church building more open to the community, 

especially to groups that serve community needs.  The church will be 

the location of a Red Cross Blood Drive on Saturday, October 10, from 

8:30AM – 4:30PM. 

Volunteers from our congregation with safe church training are needed 

to be present during those hours.  The time could be divided into shifts 

for several people, or for a committee.  Only one person at a time is 

needed.  No work is involved, bring a book if you like.  Please call the church office if you can 

help support this important mission. 

P.S.  Safe church training, if needed, can be taught in a short session. 



 

 

 

Welcome to another year of our Women’s 

Fellowship meetings.  All women of the con-

gregation are encouraged to attend. Our 

mission is to give each woman the oppor-

tunity to be involved in a time of fellowship, 

to develop spiritually and to make new 

friends by praying and supporting one an-

other and the needs of our church. We not 

only have our meetings, but are involved in 

fund raising projects to support our group 

and the wider church.  We pledge each year 

to the church budget, give scholarships 

through the “Lightbearer’s Fund and contrib-

ute to various missions.   

The officers have worked to present an ex-

citing agenda of speakers and activities. 

Please see the bulletin board in the hallway 

going to Fellowship Hall for a complete cal-

endar for the upcoming year.  

If you have not joined us before, please give 

consideration to attending our meetings. 

Working together, praying together and hav-

ing fun together makes each of us a better 

Christian. 

Respectfully submitted, Rita Willard, Chair-
person and Marylyn Smith Co-chairperson 

"Comfort in Times of Crisis...when 
Words Fail" 

 
   Ned Polan, Corporate Director 

and   

 Brinkley, the Golden Retriever 
     HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response 

(HOPE AACR) 

Women's Fellowship  
Meeting 

October 8, 2015 at 1:00 PM - Come and meet 
Ned and Brinkley 

People in crisis often reject human interaction, 
but they will respond to animals.  Agencies in 
charge of or supporting a crisis response can call 
on HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response ca-
nines to provide remarkable emotional comfort 
and support to individuals affected by crisis, to 
their families, to disaster response personnel, 
and to other affected members of the community. 
American Kennel Club top title: Distinguished 
Therapy Dog. 
 

Everyone is invited to this wonderful presentation  

See Brinkley in action! You will fall in love! 

Refreshments will be served. 

Attention Quilters and Quilt Lovers 

We will be looking for quilts for our Quilt Exhibit at the “Candy Cane Fair”.  The quilts may be for 

sale (without a commission) or simply for exhibit.  There will be a $10 per 

quilt entrance fee.  Cash prizes will be awarded.  The viewers will 

choose the top three winners.  Quilt entry forms will be available soon.  For 

more information call Beverly Gamble at  

568-5433. 



Women’s  Get Together   
 

Women’s  Get Together Group will meet on 
Thursday September 24th. We get together the 
4th Thursday of the month from 10:00-2:00. You 
can bring anything you like to do in your leisure 
time. Or, learn something new, work on some-
thing for next fall’s fair. Or, 
just come down to social-
ize. Bring a something to 
share for lunch. It’s just 
great to get together. 

Rummage Sale  

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 

 

     Preview:     Friday October 2nd  

4:00 to 7:00 PM 

50 cents entrance fee 

 

 

 

         Sale:        Saturday October 3rd   

9:00 to 3:00PM 

No entrance fee.                                               

      Featuring:   Clothing 
   Beautiful Collectibles               
   Furniture 
   Pictures and Frames 
   Small Appliances 
   China and Glassware 
   Home Décor Decorations 
 

*Donations may be dropped off Sept. 28th to Oct. 
3rd.  Arrangements for other drop offs may be 
made by calling Mayme at 568-1057.  

     First Church  
    Annual  Candy         
 Cane Fair  
       is coming!   

 Mark your calendars! 
 

        Friday, November 20th  
4:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

Saturday, November 21st 

9:00AM to 3:00PM    

The sanctuary will be filled with parishioners and glorious 
music as the choir commences on 
September 13th. 
Rehearsals are on Sundays 9:00 –
9:30AM and after the service 11:15-

12 Noon. 
 

The custodian’s new hours are Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 8 AM till 1 PM 
and Sunday from 7 Am till noon.  If 
you are bringing items in for the rum-
mage sale and need his assistance, 
please do so during these hours.  

           Memorial Flowers  
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated with fresh 
floral arrangements on the Altar. 
There are many people and several 
groups in the Church as well as peo-
ple from out of town who give flowers 
as a memorial, special celebration or 
holiday remembrance. Some have 
given flowers for many years around 
the same date or Sunday. This is such a beautiful 
way to think of people!  After each service, the flow-
ers are made into smaller bouquets which are given 
to sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If you would 
like to give Altar flowers for a particular Sunday, 
Please call Peggy (568-2833) for more information. 
The cost of an arrangement is $25.00. 



Hearing Devices available Hearing devices are 
available for your use during the worship ser-
vice.   If you are missing any words of our 
service we suggest you give it a try.   Just 
ask an usher for one.   We are sure it will 
make the service much more enjoyable.   

The Westfield Evening News 

recently had an article about 

the empty shelves at the Food 

Pantry.  It mentioned a need 

for pasta, sauce and cereals.  

School is starting soon so I think anything 

that would be good for a snack or lunch 

would be needed.  Thank you to the regu-

lars who donate each month.  If you want 

more information about the missions that 

our church is involved with please go to our 

newly updated web page—thank you 

Joan Deacon! 

As October approaches we will again partici-

pate in the Crop Walk.  More information will 

be coming. 

Submitted by Linda Hauk,  
Chair of World Service 

Mission Thanks you!! 

The members of the Mission group want to extend a 
great big thank you to all who provided support to this 
ministry. It was truly a whole church effort that made it 
possible.  The contributions that included food, trans-
portation, and equipment took us to East Machias, 
Maine where we provided service to two elderly wom-
en who needed home repairs   

Pastor Elva Pawle, Doug and Barb James, Alice Flyte, 
Rita Willard, Julie Kraus, Judy Lyons, Mayme Lajoie, 
and Michael Stefanik.  (See picture below).  Thanks to 
Judy Lyon for the memorable pictures. 

Our youth, Mara Winer, Gillian Ledoux, and Joey  
Crean 

The Samaritan Inn is in need of New socks 

(men's and women’s) and coffee.  

Please bring in donations of those 

items. 



We’re on the web! 

Www.churchonthegreen.org 

First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

TRAUMA MAMAS 

 

Hi!  Trauma Mamas is meet-
ing again at 10:00 a.m. on 
Thursday. September 17th . 
For caregivers raising children 
with histories of early childhood 
trauma (Pre/Post-Adoptive/
Guardianship).   
The focus of this peer-led group 
will be on the unique needs and 
experiences of the CAREGIV-
ERS, and establishing re-
sources and relationships for on-
going support. Group is open to 
parents with children of all ages, 
all faiths. 
This will be a free daytime parent-
led group in Westfield (at this 
time, childcare is not available).  

Food Pantry Donations 

On Sunday, September 6th 
you are invited to bring a non-
perishable item for the West-
field Food Pantry.  This is part 
of our tradition at First Church, 
bringing donations of food for 
the needy on Communion 
Sunday. 

Of course donations are ap-
preciated any time and are 
badly needed. 

World Service Committee   

 

 

Attention Quilters and Quilt 

Lovers 

We will be looking for quilts for our 
Quilt Exhibit at the “Candy Cane 
Fair”.  The quilts may be for sale 
(without a commission) or simply 
for exhibit.  There will be a $10 
per quilt entrance fee.  Cash 
prizes will be awarded.  The view-
ers will choose the top three win-
ners.  Quilt entry forms will be 
available soon.  For more infor-
mation call the church office @ 
568.2833 


