
Dear Friends, 

One of my relatives recently asked if I had a copy of a family photograph that had been taken at a 

reunion some years ago.  When I responded to her request, the search for the photograph led me 

to my spare bedroom, where a pile of boxes, full of memorabilia, is stored on a closet shelf.  As I 

looked through the boxes in search of the photo, I was waylaid by one memento after another.  

The program from a son’s graduation from middle school.  A favor from my parents’ 50th Wedding 

Anniversary party: a miniature wooden paddle, recalling my father’s proposal on a canoeing trip.  A 

letter my mother had sent to me at college.  A drawing of our family cat, drawn by my daughter in 

second grade.  A quick trip upstairs lasted a couple of hours, as I became immersed in memories; 

immersed in nostalgia. 

Of all our human emotions, nostalgia is among the most powerful.  Nostalgia draws us back to the 

past.  For those of us who are older, it has a certain appeal.  But, as the Rev. Martin Copenhaver 

writes, “Nostalgia has its dangers.  If it gives us renewed appreciation for the ways God has 

blessed us in the past, then it can be a wonderful occasion for thanksgiving.  But nostalgia also can 

make us idealize the past, and in ways that make the present pale by comparison.  So nostalgia 

can rob the present of delight and the future of hope.”  (Copenhaver, “Still Speaking Daily Devo-

tional,” September 30, 2013, at ucc.org). 

The disciples who had seen the risen Christ were overwhelmed by the new thing God was doing in 

Jesus’ resurrection.  After the Holy Spirit empowered them at Pentecost, they became apostles, 

sent into the world to proclaim the good news of a God whose love is stronger than death.  Every 

day brought them new experiences, new encounters, and new ways of preaching, teaching, and 

healing.  Who knows?  Maybe as they got older, they looked back fondly at “the good old days” of 

the brand-new church.  As followers of Jesus, we look to the past in a number of ways.  But, like 

those first apostles, we are always moving into the future.   

In his letter to the church in Corinth, the apostle Paul wrote, “No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor 

the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him” (I Corinthians 2: 9).  

He was quoting the prophet Isaiah.  Like Isaiah, Paul was convinced that no matter how good the 

good old days may seem, those days can’t hold a candle to what God will reveal to us in the future.  

To put it in the vernacular of 21st century America, “You ain’t seen nothin’ yet!” 

In these days after Easter, may you and I honor our past, but lean into the future, that we might be 

open to the new wonders God has yet to unfold. 

Yours in Christ, 
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We here in the Sunday school would like to begin 

thinking about summer (it keeps 

us warm on the cold days of win-

ter).  First Church offers a sti-

pend to the volunteer who would 

like to be in charge of organizing, 

implementing, advertising and 

leading our one week Vacation Bible School pro-

gram.  It is a MAJOR piece of our outreach minis-

tries and over the years, our congregation has 

found its value so important that a stipend has been 

offered to support the growth of this ministry.  If you 

are interested in spearheading this summer’s pro-

gram, please contact Gail or Mayme no later than 

April 30th.  The Church School committee will 
choose from the applicants so they can begin prep-

arations for the summer program no later than April 

30th.  Please email 

churchschool@churchonthegreen.org or stop 
by the Church School office for more information.   

Happy Spring – As the days get 
longer and warmer it’s nice to head 
outside without a jacket and take in 
all the sights, sounds and smells of 
Spring.  Enjoy and thank God for let-

ting us have this renewal every year. 
 

Mayme & I would like to thank everyone who 
helped with the Pasta Lunch-
eon and the Pancake Brunch, 
especially Sherry and Joe Bal-
zano, Michelle and Steve 

Downs, Jim And Debbie Yesu, Fred and Janice 
Fruwirth, Greg Hamel, Andrea Polley,  and Joe 
Crean. The Youth Servers - Emily Yesu, Sam 
Polley, Mike Winer.  We couldn’t have these 
wonderful meals and opportunities for fellowship 
without your help. 
 

Looking at April – Liz 
Woolsey from Heifer 
International will visit 
with us on Sunday April 3rd.  She promises to 
have an interactive program for the children.  
We will also have the “name the Heifer Animal 
Contest” after we know what animals we can 
buy.  THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT OF HEIFER. 
 

We are starting to work on Celebration  
Sunday – May 22nd.  The 
theme is “What I Can Do For 
Jesus”.  We are looking for 
anyone that might want to 
play guitar or other instru-
ments to accompany some of 

the songs – anyone from the church is welcome 
to do this.  We also need an “Artist” who can 
turn a long piece of paper into a stone path. 
 

Ongoing:  We need to fill the Nursery Supervisor 
Position. (See full details)  We thank Reiley Le-
doux for all her work in the Nursery.  I know the 
little ones will miss her.  VBS needs a program 
leader. (See full details)  And we are still work-
ing on filling the Church School Director posi-
tion. 
 

Mayme & Gail 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR POSITION 

The First Congregational Church of Westfield is 
seeking a person to fill the position of Nursery Su-
pervisor. 
  
Our Mission: 
To care for our youngest children in accordance with 
our church school mission statement of “creating a 
safe, spiritual, caring and accepting environment, 
while encouraging children to grow by honoring 
God’s word and following Jesus’ example”. 
 
The Nursery Supervisor reports directly to the 
Church School Director, who will conduct an annual 
evaluation with personnel committee. 
 

This position requires certification in both First Aid 
and CPR for infants/children.  All staff MUST be 
SAFE CHURCH trained.  CPR Training will be paid 
for by the church. 
 

Complete Job Description is available by calling 568-

2833 or e-mailing office@churchonthegreen.org.  

April Confirmation Schedule 

April 4        Meet with Mentors during class 

April 11      No Class 

April 18      April vacation; no class 

April 25      The Holy Spirit 

                    6:30 cookout with Mentors and Deacons 
         at the home of Martha Roman. 



April Birthdays 

Happy Birthday! 

4/01 Beverly Gamble 
4/03 Les Eldridge 

4/05 Elizabeth Dilling-
ham 

4/05 Deborah Desi 

4/06 Alexis Guay 
4/06 Jack Queenin 

4/07 Ardelle Zych 

4/09 Michael Hayes 
4/10 Steven Downs 

4/11 Marylyn Smith 

4/12 Joan Deacon 
4/13 Jacob Platek 

4/13 Lynn Anderson 

4/14 Martha Roman 
4/15 Nancy Bush 

4/17 Richard Pomeroy 

4/18 Marilyn MacKinnon 
4/19 Mark St. Jean 

4/19 Carisa Ledoux 

4/22 Shirley Glaze 
4/22 Rebecca Klaubert 

4/25 Mabel Wilder 

4/28 Rebecca Dixon 
4/30 Julia Kraus 

4/30 Crystal Miller 

Young Singers of Greater Westfield 
Spring Concert  

 

Mark your calendar. On Saturday, April 9, 2016, at 

3:00 PM, Young Singers of Greater Westfield, a 

dynamic group of 50 singers will present a special 

spring concert, Songs of Praise: Young Singers Cele-

brates 15 Years of Music Making, led by artistic 

director, Janet St. Jean, and assistant director Meg 

Blair at First Congregational Church, 18 Broad 

Street, Westfield, MA.  Accompanying both 

groups will be Jerry Noble and our own Allan Taylor.  

Concert donation is $5 for adults, but children are 

free. Following the concert, join the singers for an 

informal reception with delicious sweet treats.  

World Service News 

When I dropped items off at the Samaritan 
Inn after the holidays, they had a storage 
room full of donated items it is now  
empty.   
 

They are in need of new sox—perhaps 
lighter weight for the warmer 
weather coming, under-
wear  sizes Medium – X large 
for both men and women, cof-

fee and small personal care health aids.  
 

Thank you for helping First Congregational 
Church help our neigh-
bors.  Learn more about The 
Samaritan Inn during coffee 
hour April 10th. 

On April 10 World Service is having a  
Mission Fair during coffee hour.  We will 
have tables set up with in-
formation about our local 
missions and what they do 
in our city.  While people 
enjoy their coffee we hope 
they will educated themselves as to what 
each organization does. 
 

Submitted by Linda Hauk, chair of World Ser-
vice 

On behalf of the Diaconate, we would like 
to thank all who 
helped in the delivery 
& distribution of the 
Easter Lilies with 
success.  We really 
appreciate all of you 

who assisted.  Have a wonderful Spring 
Season! 

 

Thank you, Martha Scavotto 

 



             FIRST CONGREGATIONAL                
 CHURCH  RUMMAGE SALE 

Sharing Some History of our By Laws 

ARTICLE V - MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1.  Membership in this Church shall be open to all who accept the Personal Confession of Faith, 
the Covenant of Worship and Service and the Statement of Faith of this Church. 

 

SECTION 2.  There shall be three types of membership in this Church: active, affiliate, and inactive. 

 A.   Active Members: The active membership of this Church shall consist of:                

1. Those persons who prior to the adoption of these by-laws were active members     of this 
Church  in good and regular standing. 

2. Those persons who have accepted the Personal Confession of Faith, the Covenant of 
Worship and Service of this Church and the Statement of Faith or  those persons who, 
bringing letters from other Churches (or satisfactory substitutes), are formally received into 
membership upon recommendation by the Membership/Fellowship Committee. 
 

 B.  Affiliate Members: The affiliate membership of this Church shall consist of those persons who, 
being members of other churches, desire to affiliate temporarily with this Church and co-operate in 
its work. 
 

C. Inactive Members: Members whose addresses are unknown or who for a period of two years 
have not participated in the life of the Church, as determined by the Membership/Fellowship 
Committee, shall be transferred to the inactive list upon vote of the Church Committee. An active 
member may request inactive membership status. Inactive members may return to active mem-
bership by requesting reinstatement. Requests shall be in writing. 

 

Submitted by a Member of at Large, Al Woodruff 

Preview:  Friday April 15
h
  

            4:00 to 7:00 PM 
               50 cents entrance fee 
Sale:      Saturday April 16

th
  

          9:00 to 3:00PM 
              No entrance fee.  

A Special Thank You  
to Peppermill Catering 

 

A thanks to Cathy Gendreau for her assistance 
with the Corn Beef dinner. 

She purchased food item for us, she also cut the 
corn beef. These helps contributed to the din-
ner's success. 

We are fortunate to have her help in our kitchen. 

Mayme & Cindy LaPlante 

From the Treasurer’s Office 

Envelopes are still available if you would like them please see me after church or call the 
church office and I will leave them for you. 

Submitted by Cindy LaPlante 
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On March 10th our own Cindy LaPlante was our guest speaker.  Not only is she our church 
treasurer and resident cook, chief and bottle-washer for supper fundraising, she is also a 
wonderful farmer, jam, jelly, relish, bread, honey gatherer and candy maker.  All of these 
tasty treats she takes to several communities as a part of the “farmers’ market”.   
 

Today she filled us in on how she got started in farming (as a very young girl) and how 
she met her husband at work (he was her boss), and how she got involved with the farm-
ers’ markets.  She works at Pignatare’s Farms and was asked to set up a famers’ market.  
After several attempts at different venues around town, she is now a part of the market 
that is run by the Church of Atonement here in town.  She also is involved with other mar-
kets in Blanford, Chicopee and the American Inn.  She told us 
of many of the vegetables and fruits that she grows and of 
some of the successes and failures with this work. 
 

During our business meeting a vote was taken and approved 
to allow the current officers, who choose to remain on the 
board, to stay in office for another year.   
 

Everyone was reminded that our next rummage sale will be 
on April 15th & 16th.  Many hands are needed to make this a 
success.  
 

The fourth Thursday of every month there is a gathering of 
women for a pot luck luncheon, work session and a time of 
socialization.  Bev Gamble, who heads up this group, always 
brings a sumptuous soup.  So bring your favorite recipe to 
share and join the fun! 
 

April 14th’s scheduled Women’s Fellowship meeting has 
been cancelled due to a scheduling conflict with the Spring Rummage Sale.  We will look 
forward to the May 12th’s meeting. 
 

All are welcomed to attend.  Refreshment will be served. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Rita Willard, coRespectfully Submitted, Rita Willard, coRespectfully Submitted, Rita Willard, coRespectfully Submitted, Rita Willard, co----chair     Marylyn Smith, cochair     Marylyn Smith, cochair     Marylyn Smith, cochair     Marylyn Smith, co----chairchairchairchair    

CALLING ALL WOMEN 

Would you be interested in 

a "Women's Fellowship" 

group if it were held in the 

evening? 

A few ladies have suggest-

ed another group that 

would address the needs 

of women who cannot 

meet during the day.  If 

you are one of these, 

please sign up on the bul-

letin board under the 

"Women's Fellowship" 

sign. 



A special thank you to all who attended the Annual Corned Beef and Cabbage 
Dinner. This year we served over 150 dinners to a sell-out crowd.  All who came 
enjoyed a great night of fellowship. 

I would like to thank all who helped make the night possible and there are so many 
that I am sorry if I forgot anyone.  Jean Zimmerman, Norma and Al  Woodruff, 
Tom Samwell, Bob and Lennie Seher, Phil Zych, Linda Hauk, Cliff and Bever-

ly Gamble, Marylyn Smith, Joey Crean,  Lynn Brownlee, Jackie Thayer, Rita Willard and Joan 

Deacon.  Our sincere thank you to our in house chef Cindy LaPlante for making 
this event a huge success.  Seating was sold out a week before the event and take outs 
were made available.  The Fund Raising profits from the dinner was $875.50!     

Thank you, Mayme Lajoie  

Seated on the left are some of our 

diners and our own Rick and Lin-

da Hauk who had an enjoyable 

time. 

Bob & Lennie Seher and 

Mayme Lajoie, Joe Cre-

an & Lynn Brownlee are 

some of the many volun-

teers who served several 

of the dishes as the 

green passed them by.   

Some of our guest pic-

tured who attended are: 

Leigh Thayer, Marylyn 

Smith, Jackie Thayer & 

Al Woodruff . 



On March 13th we welcomed 5 new 
members to our church.  Pictured on 
the left is Rita Willard, chair of  Mem-
bership  Committee and Pastor Elva 
leading the new members in the First 
Congregational Church Covenant of 
Worship and Service: David & Donna 
Wolanin, Deborah Yesu, Kathy Sam-
ple and Grace Chan.   

Pictured on the left are David & Donna  
Wolanin. 
 

Below left are: Deborah Yesu and Kathy 
Sample. 
 

Below right is Grace Chan. 
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  First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

Paint Night April 22 7 PM  

Unleash the Creativity With-

in You! 

The Mission Trip Ministry 

Team invites one and all to a 

Paint Night, led by church 

member Michelle Hamel in 

Fellowship Hall on April 22nd 

@ 7 PM.  The cost is $25;  

materials will be provided.  

Hors d’oeuvres will be served; 

bring your own beverage of 

choice. 

This is a fundraiser for the July 

trip. 

Yoo Hoo! Visit First Church Website 

Please take a moment and go to churchon-
thegreen.org and look at the calendar of events.  The 
calendar is up to date through May. If your event is 
missing it's because it's either not on the office calen-
dar or I didn't hear about it. It would be greatly appre-
ciated if you have a church event coming up, you 

would let me know when, where, what time, cost (if any) and any 
other pertinent information. There are forms outside of the office 
that should be filled out and put in the website mail box. 

I hope each of you would look at our web site and let me know if 
there is something that you would like to see put on it. You might 
also look at the many photos of events that have been added. If 
anyone has a camera and sees something taking place that would 
be fun for everyone to see, please take a photo or photos and e-

mail them to me. Any feedback is always welcome. Send to: joan-
deacon@verizon.net. 


