
Dear Friends, 

In a recent column in the Springfield Republican, Thomas Friedman writes about the sense of outrage 
that seems to be everywhere these days.  All over the world, people’s sense of right and wrong is on 
high alert.  Because cell phone cameras and the Internet are at our fingertips 24/7, we experience 
events, like terrorist attacks in Paris and police brutality in Chicago, in direct and personal ways. Some of 
us respond rapidly in protest, even when the event happens on another continent.  Friedman gives an 
example from his conversation with leadership consultant Dov Seidman: 
 

A dentist from Minnesota shoots a cherished lion in Zimbabwe named Cecil, and days later everyone in 
the world knows about it, triggering a tsunami of moral outrage on Twitter and Facebook.  As a result, 
some people try to shut down his dental practice by posting negative reviews on Yelp and spray paint 
“Lion Killer” on his Florida vacation home.  Almost 400,000 people then sign a petition in one day on 
Change.org, demanding that Delta Air Lines change their policy of transporting trophy kills.  Delta does 
so and other airlines follow.  And then hunters that contribute to Zimbabwe’s tourism industry protest the 
protest, claiming that they were being discriminated against (Springfield Republican, Friday January 15, 
2016, p. C4.) 
 

A sense of outrage, in and of itself, is not a problem.  Sometimes outrage can be channeled into positive 
action, as we saw in the Civil Rights movement in this country.  At other times, though, perhaps from ig-
norance and fear of the unknown, outrage is directed at innocent people, people whose only “crime” is 
being different from the mainstream.  We see examples of this misguided outrage in the hateful rhetoric 
that has been directed at the Muslim community, resulting in Islamophobia, harassment of Muslims, and 
even violent attacks.   
 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to reach out in love to all people, especially to those who are differ-
ent from us.  On Thursday evening, January 14, a group of folks from First Congregational Church joined 
with people from all over the Pioneer Valley to support the Muslims in our region.  An overflow crowd at 
the Islamic Center of Western Massachusetts in West Springfield, we were warmly welcomed by Dr. 
Zubair Kareem, the President of the Society, who offered thanks to God “for the love that is being mani-
fested tonight.”  Sitting together, face to face, we were from different faith communities:  Protestant, Ro-
man Catholic, Jewish, and those claiming no particular religion. We listened to statements of support 
from the mayor of West Springfield, the city’s Superintendent of Schools, the Justice Department, and 
the FBI.  At the close of the meeting, prayers were offered for peace in our community and the world. 
 

I hope we will have more opportunities to express love and support for members of the Islamic faith com-
munity.  In a time when outrage, whether misguided or not, is at our fingertips all the time, voices of 
peace and reconciliation are badly needed.   
 

Yours in Christ, 

February 2016 

The Newsletter 
First Congregational Church  
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    CHURCH SCHOOL DIRECTOR POSITION 

The First Congregational Church of Westfield, has an opening for a Church School Direc-
tor.  The Church School Director is responsible for the coordination and supervision of the de-
sign and implementation of the Sunday School education for children from infancy through 
grade 12.  The director is an individual who is willing to work closely with parents, volunteers, 
and other members of the congregation “to create a safe, spiritual, caring and accepting envi-
ronment while encouraging children to grow by honoring God’s Word and following Jesus’ ex-
ample”.  (Mission Statement adopted by Church School Committee June, 2004).   

  

Qualifications include certification in both First Aid and Infant/Children CPR, completion of 
First Church’s Safe Church Policy and a successful completion of a background and Cori 
check paid for by First Church.  

For a complete job description of duties and responsibilities and an appointment for an inter-
view, please contact churchschool@churchonthegreen.org or call the office at 568.2833. 

Sunday, February 14th is our Pasta 
Luncheon, includes salad, roll & des-
sert.  We will also celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with a surprise raffle.  There will be a 
sign up sheet on the Church School 
Board. 

 

    

PJ day 
 Sunday, February 21st 

 

 

  

 

The Church School will be holding its annual Pajama 
Day on Sunday, February 21st. Children will go right 
upstairs for movies and fun!!!    
 
               Bring Your Own Snack 

Heifer Kick Off 

February 14th: Dress Down Tickets go on 

sale  

March 6th: Pancake Brunch to benefit Heif-

er. 

March 13th:  Heifer Bake Sale and Dress 

Down Day. 

Happy Ground Hog Day!  Are you wishing 
for six more weeks of winter or are you 
ready for Spring?  In February the Church 
School Committee is planning their Pasta 
Luncheon for February 14th 

- something to 
warm your hearts whether you want Winter 

or Spring.  We will also be selling Dress Down Day Tick-
ets for Heifer as we kick off our Heifer Mission. Dress 
Down day will be March 13th.   Easter is early this year so 
we will be starting our Heifer activities in February.  
 

Gail Ives & Mayme Lajoie 
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There will be NO Line Dancing in 

February.  Classes will resume 

on March 7th! 

February Birthdays 

Happy Birthday! 

2/01 Sarah Grobe 
2/02 Andrea Polley 
2/03 Stuart Gamble 
2/03 Judy Klaubert 
2/04 Karen Templeton 
2/04 Edmond Puskey 
2/05 Grace Gamble 
2/05 Marion White 
2/06 Gloria Barnes 
2/07 Cailyn Crean 
2/07 Bobby Crean 
2/09 Phyllis Lindberg 
2/09 Russell Klaubert 
2/10 Kailey Downs 
2/11 Mary Zimmerman 
2/14 David Berndt 
2/14 Joy Dargon 
2/15 Paige Templeton 
2/15 Jim Yesu 
2/17 Lennie Seher 
2/17 Abigail Polley 
2/21 Judith McClure 
2/21 Jackie Thayer 
2/21 Mariah Miller 

2/23 Jack Stone 
2/24 Billy Balzano 
2/24 Joyce Pollard 
2/24 Joslyn Fillion 
2/25 Sandra Jasmin 
2/25 Julia Kubik 
2/25 Samuel Kubik 
2/26 Lesley Lorenzen 
2/26 Karen Hawks 
2/27 Katie LaPlante 
2/28 Sandra Chamberlain 
2/28 William Reed 
 
 

 

“Standing Against Violence and Terrorism” 
Interfaith Meeting Shows Support for  

Muslims 

 

Thanks to the ten who attended the gathering at 
the Islamic Center in West Springfield on January 
14.  Members of all faith communities, local govern-
ments, and law enforcement gathered at the Islam-
ic Center.  There were speakers, discussion, din-
ner, and conversation.  Many stayed to attend a 
prayer service.  There was a spirit of unity and a 
desire to push back against “anti-Islamic rhetoric” 
by those who equate the Muslim religion  with acts 
of terror by Islamic extremists.  May we all speak 
out when we hear or see prejudice.  May we be 
open to learning more about people of different 
faiths. 
Refugee Resettlement 

There will be opportunities to support refugees who 
are already living in our area.  More later. 

Submitted by Ann Mundy 

Property Committee  
 

Six members of the Property Commi�ee 

and pastor Elva, met with the Community 

Preserva�on Commi�ee (CPC) of 

Wes ield to answer ques�ons regarding 

our applica�on for grant money for the 

restora�on and renova�on (handicap ac-

cess) of the Old Town Hall building. We 

feel the commi�ee was very recep�ve to 

our request, however they will need �me 

to discuss this and we will a�end their 

next mee�ng for further delibera�ons.  

Meanwhile the building has been 

“bu�oned up” for the winter as we con�n-

ue to look for a new tenant. 

A plumber has completed work in the 

bathroom of the Bride’s room (in the front 

of the church).  The subflooring in the 

bathroom was replaced, �le put in and a 

new toilet was installed.   

    

Submi�ed by Bob Brownlee   

February  1    The Bible 

February 10   Attend Ash Wednesday service                                   

              at 7PM (This is a Wednesday). 

February 15   February Vacation Week—No  

         Class 

February 22    The Sacraments I: Baptism 

February 29   Meet with mentors during class 

time 

February Confirmation Schedule 



Ash Wednesday Service 
February 10, 7 PM 

 

We will gather to mark the 

beginning of the 

church season 

of Lent on 

Wednesday, 

February 10 at 

7 PM.  For 

those who so desire, ashes 

will be placed on the fore-

head as a sign of repentance 

and new life.  The service will 

be here at First Church, in 

the chapel. 

        Women’s Fellowship MeetingWomen’s Fellowship MeetingWomen’s Fellowship MeetingWomen’s Fellowship Meeting    
February 11February 11February 11February 11thththth, 2016 at 1:00 pm, 2016 at 1:00 pm, 2016 at 1:00 pm, 2016 at 1:00 pm    
Our Speaker: Pastor Elva PawleOur Speaker: Pastor Elva PawleOur Speaker: Pastor Elva PawleOur Speaker: Pastor Elva Pawle    

    

    

    

    

    

    

“Are We Members Or Disciples?”“Are We Members Or Disciples?”“Are We Members Or Disciples?”“Are We Members Or Disciples?”    

  In a “membership church” the primary doers of ministry are the staff. 

A “discipleship church” challenges us to roll up our sleeves and minister in 
Christ’s name not only inside the church but outside the church as well. 

Please join us to discover how we might more faithfully follow in Jesus’ footPlease join us to discover how we might more faithfully follow in Jesus’ footPlease join us to discover how we might more faithfully follow in Jesus’ footPlease join us to discover how we might more faithfully follow in Jesus’ foot    
                                    steps! steps! steps! steps!     
 

More than 25 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple 

prayer from a single youth group:  “Lord, even as we 

enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mind-

ful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 

 

Since that day, more than $110 million has been 

raised for local charities across the country through 

Souper Bowl of Caring.  Souper Bowl of Caring uses the energy 

around our nation’s largest sporting event to mobilize and inspire youth 

to fight hunger and poverty. First Congregational Church will be joining 

the movement this year.  On Sunday, 2/7 we will be collecting soup 

and/or money to donate to the Westfield Food Pantry.   

Donation shortages at local food pantries, including Westfield’s, are par-

ticularly problematic in the winter months after the holidays. Souper Bowl 

Sunday gives us an opportunity to restock our food pantry’s soup 

shelves!   

Submitted by Lisa Queenin 



Your participation in bringing in 
food for the Food Pantry is amaz-
ing!  On Monday, Jan. 11 we deliv-

ered 89 pounds of food to help 
out our neighbors.  Thank you so 
much—they are so apprecia-
tive.   We continue to also bring 
things to the Samaritan Inn—

coffee, sox for men and women and 
personal size health items—

shampoo, tooth paste and tooth 
brushes, etc.  February 23rd will be 
our turn to serve dinner at the  
Community Table.   
 

Submitted by Linda Hauk, Co-chair 
of the World Service Committee 

Hey, Check Out Our New Web Site! 
www.churchonthegreen.org 

 

♦ Did you know First Church had a web 
site? 

♦ Have you taken time to visit us and 
see our upcoming events? 

♦ Did you know you could view our cur-
rent Newsletters on it? 

♦ Have you see recent photos added to 
our Photo Gallery? With more to 
come? 

♦ Would you like to post an event on it? 

♦ Forms outside church office to fill out 
and put in Web Site Mail box. 

 

Take a look, you may be surprised. We 
encourage any input, photos or ideas you 
might like to see added.   
For more information e-

mail joan-
deacon@verizon.net or 
call 413-862-0077 

Did you sing in high school? College? Do you miss it?  

If you’ve ever done choral singing you 
know that special feeling that comes 
after a performance. Being part of the 
Ministry of Music at First Congrega-
tional Church lets you relive that ex-
perience every Sunday, and brings the 
satisfaction of knowing that you’re add-

ing something very necessary and special to the congregation eve-
ry Sunday. 

The FCC choir is a great group of folks and we warmly welcome 
new members.  We would love to grow the group, especially the 
tenor and bass sections.  This choir is a very satisfying way to add 
to your already wonderful FCC experience.  Rehearsals are fun, 
the jokes funny, (well most of them,) and I can’t imagine a better 
director than Allan Taylor.  

We rehearse at 9 AM on Sunday mornings before the service,  and 
again from 11:15 to 12 after the service; the time commitment is 
minimal.   If you’ve been thinking about singing again, try us 
out.  You can sit in on a couple of rehearsals and see how it fits.  If 
you have any questions, feel free to talk to me or any other mem-
bers of the choir.  We’ll be happy to share the joys of the being part 
of the FCC choir. 

 We’d love to have you.   --Jack Tozzi 

February Retreat ~ Ignite the Spirit  
Within You 

Share in a one day retreat here at Westfield First. The 

program is sponsored by our Membership Committee 

and will be facilitated by Rev. Shirley Anderson.  The 

experience will be based on the book The Cup of our 

Life by Joyce Rupp, revised edition.  A variety of 

activities as individuals, pairs and small groups will 

guide you to ways of nurturing your faith.   

 When?  Saturday, February 20 (snow date 

Feb.27th) 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  12:30 light lunch includ-

ed  

Where?   Fellowship Hall 

Why?   Because faith grows when we intentionally 

take time to connect with our God – even for a very 

few moments on the run! 

What to bring:  Your favorite cup or mug.  Freewill 

donation for lunch. A cushion and/or shawlMwhatever 

will make you feel comfy 

Sign-up in the coat room on February 7 and 14.  

Questions?  Call Shirley at 998.3760. 



                     WORLD SERVICE NEWSWORLD SERVICE NEWSWORLD SERVICE NEWSWORLD SERVICE NEWS    

The World Service Committee is collecting old 
eye glasses for the Lions Club.  There is a con-
tainer near where food is placed for the Open 
Pantry.  

 Please remember to keep bringing in your 
food donations the first Sunday of the 
month. 

 We are also collecting old cell phones for 
soldiers.  The old phones are recycled.  The 
profits are used to buy phone cards for sol-
diers .  Dorothy brings the cell phones to 
the Agawam Library.   

Thanks you for your generous donations 
to our Christmas Mission offering. 

First Church Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 7th, 2016 

Snow day Feb. 14th 

11:15 AM 

First Church Fellowship Hall 

In accordance with the By-laws of 

the First Congregational Church, 

Westfield, MA The Annual Meeting 

has been scheduled Sunday, Febru-

ary 7th.  All members are encour-

aged to attend.  

 

Pictured on the 

Lower Left: 

Megan Hawks 

as Mary and 

Sarah Queenin 

as Baby Jesus. 

Pictured on the Left are the 

Church School  Children who 

participated in the Christmas 

Eve pageant. 

Pictured below is Jack 

Queenin who was our camel 

in the pageant. 

Thank you to Jim Yesu for 

sending the pictures! 



I would like to thank my First 

Church friends for your many 

cards, calls, and caring sent to me 

in December and January when 

my father and also Bob Tippett 

passed away suddenly.  Your sup-

port carried me through.  Thank 

you very much.   

Love, Debbie Samwell.   

Winter Storm Cancellations 

If you think a church worship service or large event may be 

cancelled due to a storm, please tune in to TV22 or log on 

to WWLP.com  for cancellations. 

Small meeting cancellations and rehearsals will be handled 

by email and phone calls. 

                       Memorial Flowers  
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated 

with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. 

There are many people and several groups 

in the Church as well as people from out of 

town who give flowers as a memorial, special 

celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have given 

flowers for many years around the same date or Sun-

day. This is such a beautiful way to think of people! Af-

ter each service, the flowers are made into smaller bou-

quets which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in 

members. If you would like to give Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for 

more information. The cost of an arrangement is 

$25.00. 

First Congregational Church  

Of Westfield 

 

 

 

Annual 

Corned Beef & 

 Cabbage Dinner 

 Saturday, March 12th 

5:30 PM 

Tickets 

Adults $12.50 

Children under 12 are free 

Menu:  Corned Beef - Cab-
bage - Irish Potatoes 

Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – 
Rolls with Butter 

Dessert and Beverage 

For Tickets or information 

Please call the 
Church Office  

  568-2833 

Our Mission Trip Team is hard at work planning the trip 

for this summer!  We’ll be having a Bake 

and Sub Sale on Sunday, Feb. 7. Sup-

port the trip by buying subs for your Super 

bowl entertaining! The weeks before, we’ll 

be taking orders for 

your subs.  If you’d 

like to support the trip by baking 

something for the bake sale, that 

would be great!  For further infor-

mation, contact Alice Flyte or Pastor 

Elva  



 

  First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

Annual Corned Beef & Cab-
bage Dinner Saturday, 
March 12th, 5:30 PM. 

 

Tickets Adults 

$12.50 Children un-

der 10 are free 

Menu:  Corned Beef 

- Cabbage - Irish Potatoes-

Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – Rolls 

with Butter Dessert and Bever-

age.  For Tickets or information 

Please call the Church Office. 

 

TRAUMA MAMAS 

Hi!  Trauma Mamas is meet-

ing again at 10:00 a.m. on 

Thursday, February 18th . 

For caregivers raising children 

with histories of early childhood 

trauma (Pre/Post-

Adoptive/Guardianship).   

The focus of this peer-led group 

will be on the unique needs and 

experiences of the CAREGIV-

ERS, and establishing re-

sources and relationships for on-

going support. Group is open to 

parents with children of all ages, 

all faiths. 

This will be a free daytime par-

ent-led group in Westfield. 

Ash Wednesday Service  
February 10, 7 PM 

 

We will gather to mark the begin-
ning of the church season of 
Lent on Wednesday, February 
10 at 7 PM.  For those who so 
desire, ashes will be placed on 
the forehead as a sign of repent-
ance and new life.  The service 
will be here at First Church, in 
the chapel. 


