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Dear Friends, 

The warm days of summer invite us to a season of rest and relaxation, a whole season of Sabbath. For 
Christians, Sabbath is the sacred practice that gives us space to re-charge our batteries and refrain from 
the relentless need for productivity that usually fills our days. 
 

I like the colorful story about Sabbath in the children’s book Does God Have a Big Toe? by Rabbi Marc 
Gellman.  Apparently, even though God rested after creating the world, and declared the seventh day 
holy, as a day of rest, Adam didn’t get the message about resting on the Sabbath.  Gellman writes: 
 

“The Garden of Eden was no piece of cake, because Adam lived there, and Adam was a list-maker.  In 
fact, Adam was the worst list maker of all time.  [His lists were mostly about the work he expected the 
animals to do.]  The elephant woke up one morning to find his trunk stuck through a huge leaf, on which 
Adam had written in berry ink, Elephant list for today: 1. Dump all the broken branches.  2. Hose down 
the dirty dishes.  3. Squash some coconuts for lunch. 
 

“The monkey woke up one morning to find a banana peel tied around its tail on which Adam had written 
in berry ink: 1. Dump the rotten fruit outside the garden.  2. Pick bananas for supper.  3. Don’t eat the 
bananas you pick for supper.  [And so it went, with a list for every animal.]  All day long, Adam would 
scurry around checking up on the animals and pestering them to see how they were coming with their 
lists.” 
 

But it wasn’t long before the animals got together and complained to God.  They asked God to help them 
move out of the garden, or get Adam to leave. 
 

But God simply said, “Wait for the Sabbath.  There are no lists on the Sabbath.” 
 

“On the morning of the seventh day, Adam woke up bright and early to make his lists.  He went to get his 
berry ink pot to write out a list for the elephant, but the ink was dry. He went to the berry patch to pick 
berries to make more ink, but all the berries were gone.  Then he went to the beach to write his lists in 
the sand, but a wave came along and erased all the lists.  Adam thought this was very strange, because 
the Garden of Eden was near a river.  He had never before seen a wave that big in the river. 
 

“So Adam sat down to rest.  And he felt good just resting.  Then the monkey came by.  ‘No lists on the 
Sabbath!’ he chirped.  The elephant came by and trumpeted, ‘No lists on the Sabbath!’  All the animals 
wished Adam a good day of rest” (Gellman, Does God Have a Big Toe? Harper Collins, 1989, pp. 19 – 
21.) 
 

Even God took a day off after creating the world.  (Genesis 2: 3) God has hallowed the Sabbath for us to 
enjoy, to be free of to-do lists and tasks.  As we move into summer, may a spirit of Sabbath imbue our 
days.  May we relax our hectic pace and take time to savor simple pleasures. 
 

Yours in Christ, 



 CJ Crean, Reiley Ledoux and  

     Grace Templeton 

   Graduated from Westfield High School 

         on June 3rd! 

 

We hope everyone has a great summer 
break.  Church School will start again on 
September 11

th
.  We will jump start the year 

with a Registration Breakfast and new 
Church School Director – Tracey Gervais.  
The Church School Committee looks forward 
to working with Tracey and welcome her ide-
as for Church School.  Sabrina Hawks will be 
the Nursery School Supervisor and will cover 
some of the summer Sundays.     
 

 

Mayme & Gail 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

First Congregational Church IS hosting Vacation Bible School this summer on July 31 – August 
4, 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

 

The Theme is:   “SURF SHACK – CATCH THE WAVE OF  

     GOD’S AMAZING LOVE” 

 

This is a fun program and the leaders have some great ideas for the 
children including music, science, crafts and storytelling.  They’re even 
planning to build a dock in the Dining room – so please sign up.   

 

Registration Forms will be available outside the Church School Office and on line at: churchon-
thegreen.org 

   

Jen Thielen from Second Congregational Church will coor-
dinate this program – but she needs help.  We had our first plan-
ning meeting on June 15th.  We still need adults that will commit 
to leading a class one or more nights and older youth that would 
be willing to help with the “Shepherding” and aids in the class-
rooms.  Please let Gail Ives know if you can help in any way. 
(413-562-2621 or dmg1952@comcast.net) 

Asking all members:  Do 
you have any Nautical dec-
orations that we could bor-
row for Vacation Bible 
School?  Things like lobster 
traps, big fish nets, star 
fish,  shells  etc. would be 
greatly appreciated. 

SUMMER HOURS 

           Church Office Schedule    
     July – August 
 

During July and August, the Office will be 

open Tuesday and Thursdays from 9 to 2 

beginning July 5th.  

Regular office hours will resume August 

15th. 



Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the copy room is 
where you will find a “Church Use Re-
quest Form”, forms for “Request for 
Custodial Assistance”, “Request for 
Use of Church Property and Request 
for Reimbursement”.  Also a First 
Church Phone Directory can be found here. 

Hey There!! 

Check out our web site for all the  

information concerning 

 Vacation Bible School. 

Don't miss the fun....find out 

time, place, date, theme etc.  

All the info will be on the site 

                             the first week of July!!!  I'm telling ya, don't miss it!!!  

Pastoral Care and Emergencies 

Pastor Elva will be away on the Rhode Is-
land mission trip from July 10th through 
July 16th.  If you or a loved one is in need 
of pastoral care, please call your deacon or 
the church office.  When the office is closed, 
the Deacons will be checking the answering 
machine regularly. Please leave a message 
and we will get back to you. 
The Rev. Shirley Anderson is available for 
pastoral emergencies.   Rev. Anderson’s 
home phone is 413.998.3760. 

The deacons have made available a small quantity 

of gluten-free bread for those who need 

to avoid wheat. 

The Samaritan Inn is in need of socks (men's 

and women’s) and coffee.  Please 

bring in donations of those items. 

Submitted by Linda Hauk, chair of World                      

              Service. 

 Memorial Flowers  
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is 
decorated with fresh floral ar-
rangements on the Altar. There 
are many people and several 
groups in the Church as well as 

people from out of town who give flowers 
as a memorial, special celebration or holi-
day remembrance. Some have given flow-
ers for many years around the same date 
or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to 
think of people! After each service, the 
flowers are made into smaller bouquets 
which are given to sick, bereaved and shut
-in members. If you would like to give Altar 
flowers for a particular Sunday, Please call 
Peggy (568-2833) for more information. 
The cost of an arrangement is $25.00. 

From the Mission Trip Ministry 

Team: We need to supply our 

own food for our trip. If you would 

like to help with our wish list 

please see  Alice Flyte.  

Suggest Food items: boxes of cereal, frozen en-

tree casseroles (Shepard's Pie, pasta), peanut but-

ter, bagels, muffins.  Thanks for your support. 



July 
Birthdays 

7/01-Cindy Gaylord 

7/01-Emily Salzer 
7/06– Kathy Irwin 

7/8– Joe Balzano 

7/10-Gladys Hedge 

7/11-Michelle Downs 

7/17-Carolyn Hunt 
7/18-Donna Wolanin 

7/20-Ariana Rodriguez 

7/20– Morgan Fillion 

7/24-Millie Billings 

7/25-Kyle LaPlante 

7/25- Gillian Ledoux 

7/26-Zack Grobe 

7/27-Christine Gaugh 

7/29– Norah James 

7/31- Lori LaPlante 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

August 
Birthdays 

8/01-Julianne Kinnunen 

8/02– Debbie Yesu 

8/02-Alex Benoit 
8/03-Tina Harris 

8/07- Fred Nason 

8/08-Justin Klaubert 
8/09– Michele Mayhew 

8/10-Tim Grimaldi 
8/10-Jacob Combs 

8/12-Bruce Dunlop 

8/17 Carl Grobe 

8/17-Kenny Miller 
8/18-Cindy LaPlante 

8/19-Susan Hiltbrand 

8/22-Joshua Kinnunen 

8/24- Grace Mayhew 

8/26-Kathy Sample 

8/27–Coretta Seguin 

8/28-Silas Yesu 

8/29-Sam Polley 

8/30-MaKenzie Glaze 

8/31-Ralph Cortis 

8/31-Michael Winer 
8/31-Denise Granger 

 

 

       
Name our Faire!!!! 

Hi everyone: It's not too late to 
suggest a nifty name for our 
Christmas Fair. There is a lovely 
decorated box on the glass cabi-

net in the hall. Just slip your name in it and it 
will be considered for our new and different 
fair. 

We want you all to take part in this exciting en-
deavor, after all, it is an "all church" project, 
and we don't want you to miss the fun. So, put 
on your "thinking caps" and come up with a 

name for our fair. 

         Rummage Sale 

Summer is a time many of us clean 
out items we no longer have a use 
for. 

After the Spring Sale success we are hoping to 
repeat  that success. 

Start putting aside items to donate. 

Thanks in advance, 

Mayme Lajoie, chairperson 

Pastoral Care and Emergencies 

Pastor Elva will be away on vacation from 
August 8th through August 29th.  If you or 
a loved one is in need of pastoral care, 
please call your deacon or the church of-
fice.  When the office is closed, the Deacons 
will be checking the answering machine regu-
larly. Please leave a message and we will get 
back to you. 
 

The Rev. Rosemary Dawson is available for 
pastoral emergencies.   Rev. Dawson’s  can 
be reached at the Second Congregational 
Church at 568.7557 

World Service and the faithful volunteers 
are expected to serve approximately 50-60 
people at the community Table on July 26 and 
August 23.  As we are enjoying the fruits and 
vegetables of summer, please remember our 
less fortunate neighbors.  Young families have 
the children home for the summer so they are 
not getting a warm meal at breakfast and 
lunch time in school.  The first Sunday of the 
month, or any time you remember, please 
bring something for the Food Pantry.   People 
are hungry year round, not just at the holi-
days.  Thank you to those who are regular do-
nors. 
 

Submitted by Dorothy Cichonski 



              PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

Dave Ritchie, our plumber, was here on Friday June 10th.  He repaired 3 drains: (1) at 
kitchen dishwasher sink, (2) at kitchen coffee making area and (3) at the small kitchen 
off the music room on the second floor in the front of the church.   It’s now OK to use 
these sinks. 
 

All church setback thermostats have been reprogramed to 50 degrees setback at the 
4 program settings.  The switch for “HEAT” (or HEAT OFF) has been left in the 
“HEAT ON” position.  If you need heat, there is no need to open the cover – just 
punch the thermostat up to 70 degrees and be patient.  Punch it down to 50 degrees 
when leaving. 
 

There are hearing devices available during the church services.   They include a receiver 
and an ear bud for listening.  With so many using them, it is suggested that each person's 
envelope contain just the ear bud and the receivers be obtained when needed.  This will 
eliminate the need to purchase additional receivers.  This will have to be coordinated with 

the ushers.   
 

Old Town Hall -- the heat and electricity costs are less than what was estimated with the building 
unoccupied.  The fire alarms were tested on 4/14/16 ($150 every 6 months) and the contract with 
Clark HVAC services for 3 years' service of the heating system is due for renewal.  All agreed 
these maintenance items should be performed.   
 

On 5/19/16 Bob Brownlee and Judy Lyon attended a meeting of the City of Westfield 
Finance Committee.  This was the final hurdle in approving our grant application for 
the restoration and handicap access to the Old Town Hall building.  A grant of 
$163,000 was approved for this project.  A letter of restrictions and requirements will 
be forthcoming. 
 

On 5/28/16 at about 7:30 PM our fire alarm system was set off by dust accumulation 

in a detector in the music room.  The fire department automatically responded.  They 

had trouble locating the problem detector because the zone was labeled “tower 

room” and there was no indication to where that was located. They finally found and 

resolved the problem.  At our next Property Committee meeting we will address the labeling of all 

rooms as many do not have numbers or identification names.  We will then relabel the fire alarm 

panel and provide necessary maps at that location. 

  

Submitted by the Property Committee 

FOR SALE 

A 30" flat top 
electric range is 
available for a 
reasonable 

price.  the color is bisque 
and it is in good condition. 
 

Call Bob Brownlee at 568-

7095 for further information. 

Rick and Linda Hauk have 
planted flowers in the front 
church entry.  Thanks to them 
for making 
that area look 
colorful and 
welcoming. 
 

 

To my church friends and family  I 

would like to extend many thanks 

for the cards and flowers I received  

for my most recent surgery.  They 

were most appreciated. 

Love, 
Jean Zimmerman 



Women’s Fellowship NewsletterWomen’s Fellowship NewsletterWomen’s Fellowship NewsletterWomen’s Fellowship Newsletter    
July/August 2016July/August 2016July/August 2016July/August 2016    

    
    

MMMM----MMMM----MMMM…wasn’t that chicken Francese and those baked stuffed shrimp just 
divine?  Thirty seven of our “Women’s Fellowship” joined together on June 9th 
for wonderful time of sharing and a delicious luncheon put on by the Tiger 
Pride Restaurant at Westfield Academy.  The culinary department did an 
outstanding job preparing and serving us our meal. 
 
Thanks went out to Marylyn Smith Marylyn Smith Marylyn Smith Marylyn Smith who was stepping out as co-chairperson 
of the group.  New officers for September were announced with Rita Willard Rita Willard Rita Willard Rita Willard 
and Joan Deacon coand Joan Deacon coand Joan Deacon coand Joan Deacon co----chairpersons, Joyce Bard as Secretary, Cindy LaPlante chairpersons, Joyce Bard as Secretary, Cindy LaPlante chairpersons, Joyce Bard as Secretary, Cindy LaPlante chairpersons, Joyce Bard as Secretary, Cindy LaPlante 
as treasurer, Norma Woodruff as program coordinator, Marylyn Smith as as treasurer, Norma Woodruff as program coordinator, Marylyn Smith as as treasurer, Norma Woodruff as program coordinator, Marylyn Smith as as treasurer, Norma Woodruff as program coordinator, Marylyn Smith as 
devotions coordinator, and Lennie Seher as refreshment coordinator.  devotions coordinator, and Lennie Seher as refreshment coordinator.  devotions coordinator, and Lennie Seher as refreshment coordinator.  devotions coordinator, and Lennie Seher as refreshment coordinator.  If you 
have any suggestions for next year’s programs, please contact any of the of-
ficers. 
    
        
 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar!  September 8Mark your calendar!  September 8Mark your calendar!  September 8Mark your calendar!  September 8thththth, 2016 at 11:30 am, we will hold our annu-, 2016 at 11:30 am, we will hold our annu-, 2016 at 11:30 am, we will hold our annu-, 2016 at 11:30 am, we will hold our annu-

al potluck picnic in the dining room at the church.  al potluck picnic in the dining room at the church.  al potluck picnic in the dining room at the church.  al potluck picnic in the dining room at the church.  Bring a dish to share 

with the group and all of your fond memories of the past summer.  Beverag-

es: coffee, iced tea, lemonade and dessert will be provided. 

See You In September!See You In September!See You In September!See You In September!    

Rita Willard and Marylyn Smith 



Thank you to our “in house” 
photographer, Allan Taylor 
for sharing some great pic-
tures from the  Annual 
Church Picnic held on June 
19th.   

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to the Church 
School Committee for 
providing all the delicious 
goodies! 



We’re on the web! 

Www.churchonthegreen.org 

First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

TRAUMA MAMAS 

 

Hi!  Trauma Mamas is meeting 
again at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday. 

July 21st and August 18th . 

For caregivers raising children 
with histories of early childhood trau-
ma (Pre/Post-Adoptive/Guardianship).   
The focus of this peer-led group will 
be on the unique needs and experi-
ences of the CAREGIVERS, and es-
tablishing resources and relationships 
for ongoing support. Group is open to 
parents with children of all ages, all 
faiths. 
This will be a free daytime parent-led 
group in Westfield (at this 
time, childcare is not available).  

Food Pantry Donations 

On Sunday, July 3rd & Sunday 
August 7th you are invited to 
bring a nonperishable item for 
the Westfield Food Pantry.  
This is part of our tradition at 
First Church, bringing dona-
tions of food for the needy on 
Communion Sunday. 

Of course donations are appre-
ciated any time and are badly 
needed. 

World Service Committee   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


