
 

Dear Friends, 

The church season of Lent begins in the wilderness.  Jesus, having been baptized in the Jordan 

River, and hearing the voice from heaven proclaim that God is “delighted” with him, is led by the 

Spirit into the wilderness for forty hard days. 

Lent begins in the wilderness, and ends in the darkness of Calvary.  Sometimes in Confirmation 

Class we reflect on the symbols associated with the Lenten season: ashes placed on our foreheads 

as a sign of repentance and new life.  Pretzels created in the shape of praying arms, to remind us to 

pray.  Palms waved triumphantly as Jesus entered Jerusalem.  The crown of thorns that soldiers 

mockingly placed on Jesus’ head as he was led off to be crucified.  Lent is full of symbols that re-

mind us that suffering is part of the Christian life. 

Does this mean that we embrace suffering for its own sake?  No.  We do believe, though,  that 

sometimes we have to suffer to make possible the new life God wants to bring into our lives.  Be-

cause of Jesus, we do not suffer alone.  Pastor Emily Heath writes about our Lenten journey: “We 

make this journey because Jesus made it first.  Jesus went into the wilderness to pray, and to fast 

and to ready himself spiritually for what was to come.  In Lent we do the same.  We know that we 

too are journeying toward the cross” (Heath, Still Speaking Daily Devotional, February 14, 2016). 

For us, though, there is one big difference.  We know, as commentator Paul Harvey used to say, 

“the rest of the story.”  We know what comes after the cross.  We know about the empty tomb.  We 

know about the resurrection power of God that raised Jesus from death.  We know about the com-

ing of the Holy Spirit, empowering followers of Jesus to spread the good news of Christ all over the 

world. 

Lent is a wilderness time.  Lent is a time to pray as Jesus did in the wilderness, to prepare our-

selves spiritually to be people of the Resurrection.  Lent is a time to prepare ourselves to rise on 

Easter morning and sing “Alleluia!” at the top of our lungs’. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

March 2016 

The Newsletter 
First Congregational Church  

Downsizing? 

Pastor Elva is looking for a Kodak carousel- type slide 
projector, to purchase.  Is there one collecting dust in 
your closet? 

Please contact her or catch her at 
church if you have a projector you’d 
like to part with. 



March—Transition Time—Part Winter—Part Spring 

Even though it hasn’t been a 

hard winter I’m still looking 

forward to warmer days and 

flowers like snow drops, tulips and daffodils.  Another sign 

of Spring is the Sunday School and First Church’s devotion 

to Heifer International.  March (and this year continuing into 

April) will be filled with activities to support Heifer. 
 

Heifer International's mission is to work with communities to 

end world hunger and poverty and to care for the Earth.  

Heifer International empowers families to turn hunger and 

poverty into hope and prosperity – but their approach is 

more than just giving them a handout. Heifer links commu-

nities and helps bring sustainable agriculture and com-

merce to areas with a long history of poverty. The animals 

provide partners with both food and reliable income, as agri-

cultural products such as milk, eggs and honey can be trad-

ed or sold at market.  For more information on Heifer Inter-

national please see the Church School bulletin board in the 

main hallway. 

 

Gail and Mayme 

Church School News 
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March 7    The Sacraments II: Holy Com-

munion. 

March 14    History of Christianity. 

March 21  Worship, symbols, and the litur-

gical year. 

March 22  Meet with committee chairs of 

First Church 

March 24 Attend Maundy Thurs. Service 

of Tenebrae 7:30PM 

March 28  Easter Monday; no class 

March Confirmation Schedule 

We here in the Sunday school 
would like to begin thinking 
about summer (it keeps us 
warm on the cold days of win-
ter).  First Church offers a sti-

pend to the volunteer who would like to be in 
charge of organizing, implementing, advertis-
ing and leading our one week Vacation Bible 
School program.  It is a MAJOR piece of our 
outreach ministries and over the years, our 
congregation has found its value so important 
that a stipend has been offered to support the 
growth of this ministry.  If you are interested in 
spearheading this summer’s program, please 
contact Gail or Mayme no later than April 
30th.  The Church School committee will 
choose from the applicants so they can begin 
preparations for the summer program no later 
than April 30th.  Please email 
churchschool@churchonthegreen.org or 
stop by the Church School office for more in-
formation.   

Here is our schedule of what is happening this month to 
support our beloved charity: 
 

March 6th— Last Sunday to purchase Dress Down 
Tickets. 
 

March 6
th

– Pancake Brunch to benefit Heifer. 
  
March 13

th
- HEIFER BAKE SALE after church and this is 

also DRESS DOWN SUNDAY where you can feel free to 
“dress down” for worship 

 

April 3rd—Visit from Heifer ambassador Liz Woolsey.  
This year, the children will get a turn at acting to learn 
about Heifer International’s mission to transform lives 
through the gifts of animals and education.  Using 
props, costumes and sound effects, they will perform 
mini-skits to gain a deeper understanding of the needs 
of others, practice compassion and use their voices to 
be a change in the world! 
 

 

ALL PROCEEDS RAISED DURING THESE EVENTS WILL 
GO DIRECTLY TO HEIFER INTERNATIONAL! 

Church School’s annual Heifer Bake Sale.  
Sunday, March 13th.  Stop by and pur-
chase a tasty treat prepared by the kids and 
parents of our church school.    All money 
goes towards the Heifer Project.   



     

            

         

       

                      FIRST  
CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

             Preview: Friday April 15
h
  

             4:00 to 7:00 PM 
         50 cents entrance fee 
 
          Sale: Saturday        
                 April 16th  
            9:00 to 3:00PM  
 
           No entrance fee.     

From the Property Committee 

For anyone who is using the kitchen exit rear door, this door has a deadbolt and if it is not locked 
you can open the door handle from the inside but it may be locked from outside entry.  You can easi-
ly lock yourself out. 

Carpenter John Clark and his assistant have completed two jobs:  1) installed ad-
ditional insulation in the attic above the narthex stairwells and built access walkways.  
The cost for this was $1395.  2) removed the toilet in the Bride’s room bathroom and re-
paired water damaged floor.  The floor tile was removed, new ¾” and 3/8” plywood in-

stalled and the tile replaced. The cost of this project was $774.  Bob was pleased with the 
communication with Mr. Clark and the quality of his work. 
 

GRANT APPLICATION UPDATE   The application for a grant from the Westfield 
Community Preservation Committee for funding to assist with the restoration and renova-

tion (handicap access) of the Old Town Hall building was submitted in December. The total estimat-
ed cost of this project should be about $189,000.  The grant application is for $172,000 and the 
church would have to fund 10% of the total cost or about $17,200.   Members of the Property Com-
mittee and Pastor Elva met with the committee in January.  We are now waiting for a call to request 
a tour or answer any further questions the committee may have for us.   Otherwise, we 
will attend their April meeting to find out if our request has been accepted.  
 

Bob Brownlee has been working on the last phase of the lighting retrofit throughout the 
church building. He is donating his time.  It is now 90% complete.  We expect our savings on elec-
tricity will amount to approximately $620 per year.   
  
Outdoor hoods have been installed on the intakes of the 2 Lochinvar furnaces.  We except 
this will prevent the blocking of these intakes of snow and ice which happened last year causing the 
furnaces to shut down. 
 

Plotkin Real Estate Company has signed a contract to list our Old Town Hall building 
for lease.  
  
While Mayme Lajoie was on vacation in sunny California, members of Women’s Fel-
lowship did a remarkable job pricing tag sale items and organizing the basement storage 
rooms.  Many thanks to Joan Deacon, Rita Willard and Marylyn Smith.   
 

A new flat screen TV has been purchased for church functions and classrooms. 
 

Submitted by Bob Brownlee, chair of Property Committee 
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Easter Lily and Tulip order form 

Each year at Easter our sanctuary is decorated in beautiful flowers in memory of loved ones. Fol-
lowing Easter Service the plants are taken to shut-in, members over 80 and those in need. The 
cost of plants this year is $10.00. Orders need to be placed by Monday March 21st.  

 

        I would like to order _____ Easter Plants at $10.00 each 

 

  Given By : _______________________________________________________  

 

 In memory of _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please make checks payable to 

“First Congregational Church”  

Please return form to:  First Church, 18 Broad Street, Westfield MA  01085 

Holy Week Events: 

         Palm Sunday 

      Sunday, March 20th   
             Service of Worship 10:00AM    
   
                

            Service of Tenebrae 
                    Thursday, March 24th 7:30 PM 

 

                                   The Walk of the Cross 

                                     Friday, March 25th 11:00 AM 

       Starts at Holy Trinity Church 

                              335 Elm Street, Westfield 

                                   

Ecumenical Good Friday Service 

Friday, March 25th, 12 Noon 

            Episcopal Church of the Atonement 
                               36 Court St.,  Westfield 

 

Easter Sunrise Service 

 Sunday, March 27th at 6:30 AM. 
           This service will take place at the Children’s Pavilion in Stanley Park. 

 

  Easter Sunday Service 

      Sunday, March 27th at 10 AM. 
 

A joyful family service where we celebrate the  
         resurrection of Jesus Christ and God’s eternal love.  



Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner 

Saturday March 12th, 2016   5:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

Menu: 

Corned Beef - Cabbage - Irish Potatoes 

Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – Rolls with Butter 

Dessert and Beverage 

Adults: $12.50 per person 

Children 10 and under are free. 

First Congregational Church 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 

413-568-2833 

Please stop by the office for Tickets.  

March Birthdays 

Happy Birthday! 

3/02 Janis Roman 
3/02 Ann Mundy 
3/04 Jimmy Salzer III 
3/08 Lois Nason 
3/08 Joey Crean 
3/09 Al Woodruff 
3/09 Ella Hamel 
3/10 Steven Grimaldi 
3/12 Peter Reynolds 
3/12 Ray Cote 
3/12 Erin Popp 
3/12 Kaitlyn Garcia 
3/14 Norma Woodruff 
3/15 Shirley Anderson 
3/19 Joe Malcovsky 
3/20 Phyllis Pomeroy 
3/20 Carrie Salzer 
3/21 Janice Fruwirth 
3/22 Jim Salzer 

 
 
3/22 Tim Guay 
3/22 Mara Winer 
3/22 Pat Jorgensen 
3/26 Bonnie Miller 
3/26 Samantha Benoit 
3/30 Ian Dixon 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in 
Souper Bowl of Caring. First Con-
gregational Church joined 5,367 
groups across the country in a com-
mon cause to give to those who are 
hungry and in need in their own com-
munities. Our youth members (some 

pictured) stood outside the sanctuary with their 
soup pots, signs, and enthusiasm, for three Sun-
days collecting cans of soup and money.  Our 
collective efforts raised $94.00 and at least 80 
cans of soup for the Westfield Food Pantry.  This 
is in addition to the ongoing food donations we 
make to the food pantry.  We look forward to do-
ing it again next year and hopefully our Patriots 
will make it all the way! 

Submitted by Lisa Queenin 

World Service Committee 

Lisa Queenin also offered the picture on the left 
of our youth members who helped with the deco-
rations and support. 
 
Pictured from left to right are: 
Bobby and Cailyn Crean and Jackson Yesu.Bobby and Cailyn Crean and Jackson Yesu.Bobby and Cailyn Crean and Jackson Yesu.Bobby and Cailyn Crean and Jackson Yesu.    
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Many brave souls came out for our February meeting.  It was a blustery day 

and even ended with a snow squall before we were ready to leave. 

Our speaker this month was Pastor Elva who led us into a lively discussion 

about membership and discipleship in the church.  At one time people attended 

church out of obligation and because it was customary to belong to and attend 

church every Sunday.  In today’s world people attend church by choice, prefer-

ence of a certain style of church or out of desire when the spirit moves them.  A 

lively interactive discussion ensued about what has changed since the 1940’s 

that has influenced the way people think of church and of God.  Some of the 

suggestions from the audience were: the depression, wars, the “end of inno-

cence”, the age of “free spirits”, drug usage, the end of any stigma regarding di-

vorce or pregnancy, families where both parents work, and sports that sched-

ule events on Sunday mornings.  Many of us came away with a better under-

standing as to why the “church” is changing.   

We also learned that a membership church is one that takes care of only their 

own, they are looking to build up the membership to build up their funds and 

they pay their “dues” to reap the “benefits”.  A discipleship church is one that 

not only takes care of their own, but they also look to the outside world to help 

their neighbors and to spread the “Good News” about God. 

During the business meeting it was announced that the co-chairpersons have 

served for two years, as have all other officers.  According to the vote taken 

three years ago, officers are only to serve for two years.  Therefore, we are 

looking for some of you ladies to step forward to fill the vacancies.  Norma 

Woodruff and Judy Schrecke have volunteered to be the nominating commit-

tee. Please let them know if you are willing to serve in one of the positions.  If 

we want to continue “Women’s Fellowship” as it has been, we do need you to 

step up and take an active part. 

Respectfully submitted,Respectfully submitted,Respectfully submitted,Respectfully submitted,    
Rita Willard, CoRita Willard, CoRita Willard, CoRita Willard, Co----chairpersonchairpersonchairpersonchairperson    Marylyn Smith, CoMarylyn Smith, CoMarylyn Smith, CoMarylyn Smith, Co----chairpersonchairpersonchairpersonchairperson 
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Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the copy room is where you will find a “Church Use Request 

Form” , forms for “Request for Custodial Assistance” , “Request for Use of Church Prop-

erty, Adding Information to our Website and Request for Reimbursement”.  Also a First 

Church Phone Directory can be found here. 

There are many symbols in our lives.  The cross symbolizes Christianity; a lit candle can sym-

bolize the light of the world or when we light it at the beginning our church service it can mean 

that God has entered into our service to be with us.  Water can symbolize baptism, purity, 

cleansing, or life.  The cup can symbolize our inner selves; sometimes open to receive and to 

give; sometimes closed with no giving or receiving. 

“In the cup I see life open and being sheltered in the security of God.  Trust that God is with 

you and will guide you.  He is the “Keeper of the Cup”.”  Shirley Anderson, our leader,  

opened our spiritual retreat with this explanation of what our time together for the day would 

be.   

On Saturday, February 20th, fifteen women and one gentleman spent the day together in pray-

er, reflection, journaling, listening to inspirational music, sharing and worship service.    

Shirley shared with us segments from the book “The Cup of Our Life” by Joyce Rupp.  Ms 

Rupp recommends setting aside a time of day to get in touch with God.  She gives a format to 

help structure a prayer time that includes a “breath prayer”; a time of breathing in and out 

slowly to get in touch with God; then a time of reflection; a time of scripture; and a time in jour-

naling.   

There are other ways of getting in touch with and praising God, Shirley advised us.  We talked 

about finding God in our every day activities; the beauty of nature, a welcoming friend, appre-

ciating our homes, music, and scripture. Spending more time with God gives you a sense of 

peace and will bring you closer to God. 

A special “Thank You” goes to Shirley Anderson for the wonderful job in presenting the re-

treat.  A “thank you” goes out to all those who attended and shared in this event. 

The Membership Fellowship Committee arranged for, sponsored and hosted this event.  A 

delicious light luncheon was served as were coffee and donuts in the morning. 



TRAUMA MAMAS 

Hi!  Trauma Mamas is 
meeting again at 10:00 
a.m. on Thursday, 
March 17th. 
For caregivers raising chil-
dren with histories of early 
childhood trauma 
(Pre/Post-
Adoptive/Guardianship).   
The focus of this peer-led 
group will be on the 
unique needs and experi-
ences of the CAREGIV-
ERS, and establishing 
resources and relationships 
for ongoing support. Group 
is open to parents with chil-
dren of all ages, all faiths. 
This will be a free daytime 
parent-led group in West-
field. 

  First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

 

 

 

 

    FIRST CONGREGATIONAL            

       CHURCH 

  Preview: Friday April 15
h
  

          4:00 to 7:00 PM 
       50 cents entrance fee 
 
Sale: Saturday April 16th   
 9:00 to 3:00PM 

No entrance fee.     

Annual Corned Beef & Cab-
bage Dinner Saturday, 
March 12th, 5:30 PM. 

 

Tickets Adults $12.50 Children 
under 10 are free Menu:  
Corned Beef - Cabbage - Irish 
Potatoes-Boiled Potatoes - Car-
rots – Rolls with Butter Dessert 
and Beverage.  For Tickets or 
information Please call the 
Church Office. 


