
Dear Friends, 

The Star Thrower by Loren Eiseley tells of a young man who observed the shell collectors at the 

beach during the tourist season.  Especially after a storm, they engage in a kind of greedy mad-

ness to out-collect their less aggressive neighbors.  He watches them scrambling along the beach 

at dawn with bundles of gathered starfish, crabs, sea urchins, and other living shells.  Arguing, el-

bowing, tripping over each other, overburdened, they rush in a frenzy to out-do one another to col-

lect their sea treasures.  Then they boil the shell “house,” occupants included, in outdoor kettles so 

they may have proud souvenirs.  Eiseley points out how this collector’s mentality drives some peo-

ple to try to collect life and own happiness.  Nature becomes something to consume. 

 

As the young man walked the beach, he came upon a solitary human figure standing near the 

water’s edge.  This person stooped over, then stood up to fling an object out to sea beyond the 

breaking surf.  He was an older man, tan, with a weather-beaten face.  When the young man asked 

what he was doing, he said, “I’m a star thrower.” 

 

Coming closer for a better look, the young man saw the older man, with a quick but gentle move-

ment, pick up another starfish and toss it gracefully far out to sea beyond the breaking surf.  “It may 

live,” he said, “if the offshore pull is strong enough.” 

 

Here was a human being who was not a collector.  He said he had decided to be a part of life and 

had dedicated himself to helping give another day, another week, another opportunity for living.  

The younger man, silently, reached down and skipped a still-living starfish across the water toward 

freedom.  He felt like a gardener sowing: sowing the seeds of life.  The young man understood the 

secret. 

 

Life cannot be collected.   Happiness cannot be owned, earned, worn, or consumed.  Happiness is 

the spiritual experience of living every moment of every day with love and grace and gratitude.  To 

live each day becomes celebration, not collection. If we are open and receptive, God’s Spirit will 

lead us more deeply into this precious way of living. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
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FOUR SCORE LUNCHEON 

The Diaconate will be holding their 

Four Score Luncheon for our 

members and friends on Saturday, 

May 7th.  If you have received your 

invitation please make sure you call 

Beverly Gamble at 568.5433 or the 

office at 568.2833 to make your res-

ervations. 



It’s hard to believe that another 
Sunday School year is winding 
down.  Mayme and I appreciate 
all the hard work and dedication 
that the Sunday School teachers 

do.  Celebration Sunday will be 

May 22
nd and the theme will be 

“What I Can Do to Follow Jesus”.  
We have already started practicing the songs 
and the children started working on their posters 
on April 17th.  Please join us for this wonderful 
service that the children of the church participate 
in.  We will also announce the names of the ani-
mals that we bought with our heifer donation. 
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May  2 -   Holy Spirit 
May  9 -  Statement of Faiths & Church Tour with  
      Bob Brownlee. 
May 14 - Confirmation Vespers 6:30 PM 

May 15 -  Day of Confirmation! 

CONFIRMATION CLASS DATES FOR MAY 

The last day of Sunday school this year will be 

on May 22
th, Celebration Sun-

day.   Due to the generally low 
attendance on Memorial Day 
weekend, the church school 
committee has decided to end 
the year with a bang on Cele-
bration Sunday.  As always, 

coloring sheet and activity books will be availa-
ble all summer long.  Children are always wel-
come in the worship service.  Babies and tod-
dlers can feel free to visit the nursery all sum-

mer.  Sunday school will resume on September 

11
th

!  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact Mayme Lajoie or Gail Ives. 

 

 

Happy Mother’s Day!  To all of our First 
Church moms! The church school classes 
will be making a Mother’s Day project 
on May 8th in Fellowship Hall.  

Celebration Sunday will be held 
on May 22nd.  We will have a re-
hearsal on Wednesday, May 18

th
 at 

6:30 PM .   

Youth News – Carrie Salzer and Debbie Yesu 
will try to host a picnic this sum-
mer for the middle school and up 
youth and parents.  Their goal is 
to set up a program for this age 
group.  Please watch your e-mails 
for the time and place.   

OPEN POSITIONS 

Two staff positions are currently open at 

First Church,  a Nursery Directory and a 

Church School Director.  There are job de-

scriptions available on the table by the church 

office , if you are interested please feel free to 

contact Mayme Lajoie or Gail Ives.           

  

Wear Red Sunday, May 15th 

Sunday, May 15th, we will celebrate Pentecost, 
the “birthday” of the church.  In 
Acts 2: 1 – 4, we read that on that 
day the Holy Spirit came upon 
Peter and the other disciples, giv-
ing them power to spread the 
gospel all over the world.  The 
traditional color for celebrating 
the Holy Spirit is red.  It symbolizes the Spirit de-
scending like flames of fire on the believers.  
Young people of our congregation will also enter 
into fuller participation in the life of the church 
through the Rite of Confirmation. 



May Birthdays 

5/01 Michelle Hamel 
5/02 Sandy White 

5/02 Casey James 

5/03 Betty Plumley 

5/04 Kathryn Stone 

5/05 Bob Hines 

5/06 Justin Glaze 

5/07 Carol Tynan 

5/07 Elva Pawle 

5/08 Ami James 

5/09 Bill MacKinnon 

5/09 Louise Thompson 

5/10 Betsy Gaylord 

5/10 Mike Stefanik 

5/10 Paige Krupa 

5/14 Ruth Witherell 
5/15 Cathy Harrington 

5/16 Joyce Bard 

5/16 Tina Dunlop 

5/18 Martha Scavotto 

5/18 Mike Ledoux 

5/21 Laura Foley 

5/21 Nicole LaPlante 

5/21 Katelynn Fillion 

5/22 Roger Zimmerman 

5/23 Norma Gary 

5/25 Rick Hauk 

5/29 Barbara James 

5/30 John Mayhew 

5/31 Jack Klaubert 
5/31 Rita Willard 

A heart felt thank you to 
all the people who par-
ticipated in the Maundy 
Thursday service: the 
readers, choir, ushers, 
communion servers and 
candle-lighters.   And 
special thanks to those 
"behind-the-scene" peo-
ple who helped set up 

beforehand, "manned" the lights and sound 
system and especially those who made quick 
work of putting everything away again follow-
ing the service.   
 

Thanks, 
Martha Roman and Bruce Dunlop  
Senior Deacons 

Women’s  Get Together Group will meet 
on Thursday May  26th. We 
get together the 4th Thursday 
of the month from 10:00-

2:00. You can bring anything 
you like to do in your leisure 

time. Or, learn something new, work on 
something for next fall’s fair. Or, just come 
down to socialize. Bring a something to 
share for lunch. It’s just great to get togeth-
er. 

Interfaith Refugee Support 

Two families arrived the second week in 
April, and we were able to contribute dish-
es, household supplies and furniture from 
the items collected. Thanks to Second 
Congregational Church, Central Baptist 
Church, Edwards Church (Northampton), 
and members of our congregation. Thanks 
to all of you for your donated materials, 
contributions, and prayers to support the 
refugees who are arriving in our area. For 
more information about the refugee pro-
gram, please contact Alice Flyte (413) 454 
7822. Needs lists are available at coffee 
hour, and an updated list is posted in the 
church office. 

The First Congregational Church World Service 
Committee is organizing a fundraiser for Domus, 
Inc. to support Our House.  This is located at 48 
Broad St. in Westfield and is the former Red Cross 
building.  Our House will provide future permanent 
housing for unaccompanied, homeless youth in 
Westfield.   
 

Unaccompanied, homeless youth is a growing prob-
lem in our community.  Domus, Inc. partners with the 
Westfield High School Guidance Department, the 
YMCA, Carson Center, Salvation Army and VIPS 
(Volunteers in Public Schools) to help these youth. 
 

The fundraiser will be held Wednesday, May 18th at 
the Short Stop Bar & Grill located at 99 Springfield 
Road in Westfield (between Agway and Walmart.  
This is a Donation Day at the restaurant where a 
percent of the evening’s profits will go to Our House.  
Dinner is served from 4-9.  Please come with friends 
and family and enjoy the excellent food served at the 
Short Stop and help a very worthy cause. 



GOOD  NEWS!  In December the Property Committee submitted an application for a City of 
Westfield Community Preservation Committee grant for restoration and handicapped access to our 

Old Town Hall building.  At their April 14th quarterly meeting they discussed our ap-
plication and voted to approve an amount of $163,000 for the project pending ap-
proval by the City Council.  We will then need approval by the congregation to con-
tribute 10% ( $16,300  from the Old Town Hall invested funds) to move forward with 
this project.   Please feel free to contact Bob Brownlee (568-7095) or any member 
of the property committee* with your questions, comments or concerns.   Mean-

while we have contracted with Plotkin Real Estate Brokers to lease our Old Town Hall office space.  
You can view this listing at www.sdplotkin.com and also on Facebook, pinterest.com and 
loopnet.com by searching for: lease office space Westfield MA.   

              IN MEMORIAM    JOE MALCOVSKY   1952 - 2016 

  Joe was the custodian at First Church from August 2007 until April 2014.  He 

was recommended to the Property Committee in 2007 by Andy Bray (thru AA) 

to fill the custodian position.  He is remembered as a “fix anything” guy.  He 

oversaw the contractors installing the parish roof in 2008, the sanctuary roof in 

2010 and assisted Pella with the installation of 24 new windows in the front of 

the church in 2011.   Joe and Bob Brownlee built a platform in the attic above 

the altar which in turn supported the sagging ceiling joists.  They also con-

structed a room around the air handler in the attic above the music room so it 

could be insulated from the cold attic air.  Joe installed several new toilets in 

the church’s 11 bathrooms.  He did the snowplowing during most of his 7 year 

church employment.   

  Joe’s biggest money savings contribution to the church was his assistance in the installation of our 

church’s new heating system.  The design engineers had estimated our installation cost of the new 

system at $197,836 plus engineering costs and permits (total over $205,000).  Joe worked with 

plumber John Pitoniak.  The front church boiler (phase 1) was completed in Nov 2009 for under 

$12,000 (estimated cost was $31,325).  The Church Committee gave the go ahead to proceed with 

phase 2 and the rest is history.   Total cost of phase 2 was under $61,000 which made the cost of 

the entire project under $73,000.  The fuel bills for heating the church have since proven to be about 

one half of the previous years thanks to Joe and John. 

  Up until Joe’s hiring, we contracted for replacement windows in the parish hall.  The project was 

started in 1992.  Money from the Building and Maintenance Endowment Fund was used each year 

to do a few windows.  Upon Joe’s hiring, we were able to purchase about twice as many windows 

per year because Joe installed them.  Of the 74 windows, Joe installed more than half. 

  Joe will be remembered for the Bluegrass music that is his band supplied at many church events.  

He brought smiles to people he interacted with.  He was loved and admired by many in the church 

and is missed gratefully.     



 
 

 

Women’s Fellowship 

May 12th at 1:00 PM 

Meet and Greet Elisabeth Kennedy founder of 

Helo Haiti 

 

Elisabeth will be giving us and update of the progress  

of the children and of God’s blessings on her work. 

Join us for an afternoon of inspiration and dedication of  

her mission to give the children hope for a future. 

HELO’s Mission is to provide Home Education Love and Opportunity to orphaned and 

abandoned children in Haiti.  We currently have three homes, each housing a family 

unit: adult caretakers and 12-15 children.  Our dreams include elementary and voca-

tional schools on site, providing the children of HELO a loving environment where 

they can learn to read and write and then learn a trade. 

 

CALLING ALL WOMEN 

Would you be interested in a "Women's Fellowship" group if it were held in the evening? 

A few ladies have suggested another group that would address the needs of women 
who cannot meet during the day.   
 

This group would be in addition to the existing Women’s Fellowship daytime meetings.  
If you are interested please sign up on the bulletin board under the "Women's Fellowship" sign or 
reply to office@churchonthegreen.org  



  The Beverly and Clifton         

 Gamble Family 

The picture of the Gamble 
family was taken in the 
sanctuary in May of 1974.  
The picture was to celebrate 
“Family Day” instead of our 
traditional Mother’s Day.  
Pictured from left to right are 
their children: Martha Scav-
otto, Stuart, Tracy and Beth 
with Beverly and Cliff com-
pleting the beautiful family 
picture.  Beverly offered this 
bit of First Congregational 
history along with each of 
their heartfelt words.  We all 
thought that the members 
would enjoy this bit of nos-
talgia. 

If we were musically inclined 

We’d gather here with youP 

To strum upon our stringed guitars 

And sing a song for you. 
We’d shout our praises to the Lord 

In rhythm crisp and clearP 

And when the service ended 

You’d smile, or shed a tear. 

However, luck is with you 

Because we just can’t sing! 
In fact, we’ll try to give our thanks 

With little stammering!! 
For you see, we’re very grateful 
For the way our life’s been touched 

By God’s own hand and in our way 

We thank him very much. 

Bev’s Introduction 

Martha is our youngest and although she’s only five  
She finds the family cluster 
Really makes her come alive! 
For what is more exciting than baking cakes and cookies too; 
Meeting up with Craig and Andy for a few rounds of Kung Fu! 
But today she’s quite a lady, she’s begun a new career - 
For her special role as flower girl 
She’s most grateful to be here! 

Hi! My name is Stuart and I’m 
strictly a party guyP 

So when holiday festivals roll 
around I’ll be standing by! 
If there’s any job that I can do I’ll 
pitch in with all the restP 

But whacking the piñata is what 
I do the best! 

Tracy 

Well, I too like the parties but I find that taking 
part In swimming, scouting, camping is much 
closer to my heart, 
Cuz Friday nights inspire me and I’m not 
ashamed to boast 
While I like the sport activities I enjoy my hob-
bies most! 

Beth 

 

I guess along the path of life we need a shining lightP 

To help prevent a nasty fall and keep our spirits bright. 
I thing I’ve found my special glow in activities and fun like climbing, caving and retreats. 
I’ve enjoyed each and everyone. 
But besides the group activities I’ve discovered something more...In loving God’s creations...We’ll be happy 
evermore. 



Cliff 

   It started twenty years ago when we first said “I Do” (At that time, I never dreamed that I’d be 
reading this to you!). 
   So very much has happened and my life has been so changed.  Sometimes I think my own 
part was by the Lord arrangedP 

   Because I never would have dreamed that I’d teach in our church school...Just to think of it 
was frightening was I some kind fool? 

   But I met the challenge head on and I’m grateful that I did-Because each child I worked with 
was a special kind of kid.  I tried to teach them what was right and guide them on their wayP 

   I hope they will remember to help other folks some day. 
But the church offers me much more than teaching...that is true. 
   There’s family cluster, scouting most important, Bowling too!  O bowling! Such a sublime 
joyP 

Just the mention of that game.  The rolling ball, the falling pinsP And we do It in Gold’s name! 
   For all the friends that I have made, the many laughs I share. For the carnivals and parties 
they’re really my silent prayer. 

Beverly 

   If I wrote down on paper what this church means to meP. 
My words would drove forever –on and on-one long decree. 
   I see my parents in this room, I hear the voices of the past...and I hope for me, these memo-
ries will always, always last. 
   T’was here that I was baptized, later sang in the junior choir and I often think that Parson 
Cowles was the one who helped inspire. 
   All my later church activities...the women’s groups and such 

The gatherings, the cluster I enjoyed them, O so much! 
   For if I ever had a friend to comfort me in strife...I guess it’ll be the First Church, the backbone 
of my life. 
Here’s the message that we bring you...If you’re in the game to win 

   Try opening that heart of yours and let the good Lord in!! 

                                     LIBRARY NEWS 

The church library has a new addition! 
Three years of the periodical "Biblical Archaeology Review"  have been donated 
to our library.  
Anyone interested in Bible history and archaeology will find these fascinating.   

We hope that you will take some time to explore this opportunity for an historic look at the regions 
relevant to the Bible. 

Scholarships Available The Committee for the Bishop, Seher, Swartz and Tay-

lor Continuing Education Fund is now accepting applications for the 2016-2017 

school year. Please obtain an application for the church office. Completed forms 

may be returned to the church office. All applications must be returned by 5/31/16. 

Also, should anyone desire to make a gift or bequest to the scholarship fund, please 

see Cindy LaPlante, or you may pick up an information pamphlet outside the church office.  



Meet our New Members Meet our New Members Meet our New Members Meet our New Members  

Daniel Koehne and Grace 

Chan reside in Agawam with 

their collie, Vicky.  Daniel 

works as a database adminis-

trator at ISO New England, Ho-

lyoke; Grace works as a faculty 

at the Department of Psychia-

try, University of Connecticut 

Health Center, Farmington. 

Daniel enjoys outdoor activities 

such as hiking, cycling, and 

skiing. Grace likes singing and 

volunteering at the Agawam 

Public Library.  They are join-

ing by Transfer of Letter from 

the Agawam Congregational 

Church. 

Laura E. Holtz and her hus-
band Steve are in the process of 

moving from Atlanta, GA to 

Westfield, where they recently 

bought a condo with Laura’s 

Mom, Elizabeth Niergarth. They 

have three grown children, Ar-

thur, Blake, and Laura, who are 

healthy and happy.  Laura 

teaches English as a Second 

Language at Holyoke Communi-

ty College and loves learning, 

reading, exercise, and trees. 

She is looking forward to be-

coming a member of First 

Church.  She is joining by 

Transfer of Letter from Roswell 

United Methodist Church in Ro-

swell, Georgia. 



Meet our New Members Meet our New Members Meet our New Members Meet our New Members  

 

 

Justin Glaze attended First Church as a young child.  He enjoys business, getting involved in 

local networking/charity events, being with family, being active outdoors, and racing motocross.  

He says, “My family means everything to me, and I look forward to being involved with this 

church.”  Justin is joining First Church by Reaffirmation of Faith. 

Kellie Glaze is Tina Harris’s daughter.  She is a stay at home mom to Makenzie, age 7 ½ 

months.  Before Makenzie was born, Kellie worked for St. Germain Investments as Assistant 

Treasurer.  She enjoys spending time with her family, going on vacations, and reading in her 

spare time.  Kellie is joining First Church by Reaffirmation of Faith. 

 

Tina Harris is Kellie Glaze’s mother. She is the  mother of two other children, and grandmoth-

er of four grandchildren.  Tina is family oriented, and works full time.  Her hobbies are movies, 

bowling, music, and dancing.  Tina is joining First Church by Reaffirmation of Faith. 



Meet our New MemberMeet our New MemberMeet our New MemberMeet our New Member 

Sharon Connor grew up in 

Springfield and Longmeadow, 

and has lived in West Spring-

field for twenty years.  She en-

joys the company of her pets: 

two cats and a dog.  She also 

enjoys walking her dog in the 

park and woods, knitting, and 

traveling to the Connecticut 

shore and Cape Cod  in the 

summer.  She has her own 

business as a Geriatric Care 

Manager.  Sharon is joining by 

Reaffirmation of Faith. 

        Light Bearers Scholarship FundLight Bearers Scholarship FundLight Bearers Scholarship FundLight Bearers Scholarship Fund    

Women's Fellowship of First Congregational Church has a special 
fund for the youth of the church who are interested in 
furthering their spiritual education and/ or experience. 

The Light Bearers Scholarship Fund, which has been 
perpetuated by the Women’s Fellowship and  estab-
lished by Miss Lucy Gillette, is for the youth of our 
church who wish to participate in Bible Camp, Reli-
gious Retreats, Missions or any event that is church 

related.  

Youth who wish to apply for financial assistance may obtain a form 
from the church office or an officer of Women's Fellowship and sub-
mit it  along with a letter of intent. 

Please Notify the Church Office WhenD 

 � You or a family member would like a visit. 

� You have a change of address. 

� Your Phone number has changed. 

� Your email address has changed 

Dear Friends of the First Church, 
 

The Diaconate would like to thank all 
who volunteered in the delivery of  
the Easter Lilies. 
 

Your help was greatly  appreciated. 
 

                 Martha Scavotto 

The Food Pantry is always 

so grateful for our monthly 

donation of nonperishable 

items. Please remember the 

First Church tradition of bring-

ing a donation on the First 

Sunday of the month, when 

we celebrate communion, and 

bring a dona-

tion next Sun-

day. Thank 

you.    



Call the church office  

About hospitalizations  

and prayer list updates 

If you know of someone in the congrega-

tion who has been Hospitalized, has upcoming 

surgery or in need of our prayers,  please call 

the church office so that Pastor 

Elva knows. We would rather 

get ten phone calls about the same person, 

than not hear when someone is in need of 

pastoral care.  

GLS Script.  So much more than Gas and  
   Grocery     
Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to support our church 

every time you shop. We offer a great variety of brands in addi-

tion to your weekly gas and grocery purchases. From dining and 

entertainment to home improvement and beyond, we have all 

your shopping needs covered! Buy gift cards from some of these 

best-selling national retailers: 

Home Depot, Home Goods, T.J. Maxx, Wal-Mart, Target, $10 

and under Gift Cards, Books & Music, Dining (Casual, Fine 

and On the Go [Burger King, Arby’s, Dunkin Donuts and so 

much more]) .  Great Gifts for your holiday shopping, birth-

days and your college bound kids.   

Our enrollment code, is:2B3C7L7734826. 

Questions? Contact Mike Ledoux (email: mtledoux@gmail.com; 

text or call: 413-561-5103) or Cindy LaPlante text or call  413-

364-6804 email cindylaplante5@gmail.com. 

The deacons have made available a 

small quantity of gluten-free bread 

for communion, for 
those who need to avoid 

wheat. 

All are cordially invited to the Annual Meeting of the Hamp-

den Association of the Massachusetts Conference of the 

United Church of Christ, on Tuesday May 17, at 6:00 PM, at 

the Foster Memorial Church UCC, 1791 Wilbraham Road, 

Springfield.  The meeting includes dinner and a speaker, 

the Rev. Laura Everett, Executive Director of the Massachu-

setts Council of Churches.  She will speak on the subject of 

“Thriving Christian Communities: Signs of Abundant Life.”  

There is a charge of $10. for the dinner, and we need to re-

spond by May 1st.  Please call the church office or contact 

Pastor Elva if you’d like to come.   

Hearing Devices available Hear-

ing devices are available for your 

use during the worship service.   If 

you are missing any words of our 

service we suggest you give it a try.   

Just ask an usher for one.   

We are sure it will make 

the service much more en-

joyable. 

MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

Each Sunday our 

Sanctuary is dec-

orated with fresh 

floral arrange-

ments on the Al-

tar. There are 

many people and several 

groups in the Church as well as 

people from out of town who 

give flowers as a memorial, spe-

cial celebration or holiday re-

membrance. Some have given 

flowers for many years around 

the same date or Sunday. This 

is such a beautiful way to think 

of people! After each service, 

the flowers are made into small-

er bouquets which are given to 

sick, bereaved and shut-in 

members. If you would like to 

give Altar flowers for a particular 

Sunday, Please call Peggy (568

-2833) for more information. 

The cost of an arrangement is 

$25.00. 



 
 

  First Congregational 
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            To all of our      

Church moms! 

        FROM THE    

      FIRST  

  CONGREGATIONAL                   

CHURCH SCHOOL  

TRAUMA MAMAS 

Hi!  Trauma Mamas is meeting 

again at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday. 

May 19th . 

For caregivers raising children 

with histories of early childhood trau-

ma (Pre/Post-Adoptive/Guardianship).   

The focus of this peer-led group will 

be on the unique needs and experi-

ences of the CAREGIVERS, and es-

tablishing resources and relationships 

for ongoing support. Group is open to 

parents with children of all ages, all 

faiths. 

This will be a free daytime parent-led 

group in Westfield (at this 

time, childcare is not available).  

Food Pantry Donations 

On Sunday, May 1st you are 

invited to bring a nonperisha-

ble item for the Westfield 

Food Pantry.  This is part of 

our tradition at First Church, 

bringing donations of food for 

the needy on Communion 

Sunday. 

Of course donations are ap-

preciated any time and are 

badly needed. 

World Service Committee   

 

 


