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Dear Friends, 
 

A few weeks ago, on one of the beautiful late summer days we enjoyed last month, I had the great 
fun of riding on the Manhan Bike Trail, from Easthampton to Northampton and back.  As I returned 
to Easthampton, I noticed by the side of the trail a miniature house, mounted on a post with the intri-
guing sign, “Little Free Library.”  When I peeked inside the little house, I found some books of vari-
ous kinds, along with instructions about how to borrow, return, or perhaps donate books to the little 
library.  What a great idea! I thought.  It turns out that many communities now have these Little Free 
Libraries in various public spots. 
 

One woman got the idea from Little Free Libraries in her hometown of Fayetteville, Arkansas, to cre-
ate Little Free Pantries.  Jessica McClard received a micro grant through Thrivent Financial 
(formerly Thrivent Financial for Lutherans) to build a small cupboard on a post to hold food items, 
toiletries, and paper goods to which people may help themselves.  The small food pantry was 
placed just outside Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Fayetteville.  McClard says that peanut but-
ter and jelly, diapers, and canned tuna fish are in demand; garden vegetables go quickly as well.  
She has a Facebook page devoted to the pantry concept and in encouraging others to build their 
own (The Christian Century, September 14, 2016, p. 8). 
 

We may soon see Little Free Pantries popping up in Westfield.   We are already blessed to have a 
full-sized Food Pantry, where people in need can come for peanut butter, tuna fish, and more.  We 
will have an opportunity to support the Food Pantry later this month, in the Westfield Food Pantry 
Walk on October 16.  Please support the pantry by walking, or by sponsoring the people who 
are walking from our church. 
 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

     

     

     

 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 10:00AM  

FRONT LAWN, EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE ATONE-
MENT, 36 COURT ST 

 

Many churches in the United States cel-
ebrate the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
on October 4th each year.  The feast 
commemorates the life of St. Francis, 
who was born in the 12th century and is 
the Roman Catholic Church’s patron 

saint of animals and the environment.   
 

Many children in the United States bring their pets to be 
blessed on St. Francis’ feast day because of his love for ani-
mals.   
 

All are invited to Westfield’s Blessing of the Animals. To 
allow for maximum participation, the Blessing will be held 
on Saturday October 8 this year.  There will be cookies 
and biscuits for all!  Donations will be gathered to benefit the 
Westfield Animal Shelter and the homeless Hat Shelter. 
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Holiday Faire at Church on the Green 

 

Our first organizational meeting to plan our fair was held after church August 28th. 
We voted to change the name from Candy Cane Fair to Holiday Faire at Church on 
the Green. 

It was decided to keep the food table, handmade items table, quilt display, soups and 
dips, all of which Mayme will be in charge of, the silent auction in the parlor will be 
chaired by Cliff Gamble.. We will also keep the Friday night suppers and Saturday 
lobster luncheon. We will encourage our Church School Students to be a part of the 
faire by selling jewelry that was donated to us. We will have our quilt display. 

Our new offering will be themed baskets that will be sold by using a lottery method 
with numbered cans in front of each item where a ticket for that basket will be deposited with the 
name of the owner and will be drawn at the close of the fair. The tickets will sell for $1.00 each, 6 
tickets for $5.00 and 13 tickets for $10.00. We hope to have at least 35 items to choose from and 
at the end of the fair each item will have a winner so there won't be anything to put away or store 
for a year. We also have a list of names of businesses that we need people to visit to ask for do-
nations to buy the items for the baskets or a gift card. If you are willing to choose some names of 
places to visit, we have letters of introduction and the tax exempt number of the church to hand 
out to the places that donate to us. Please pick them up at the office before you go out and be 
sure to notify Joan Deacon or Peggy Corchinski as to the name of the businesses that you will 
be visiting. We want to keep an accurate list of each place to thank them for their donation. If we 
are to succeed, it is of the utmost importance for each of us to do our part. Please let us know 
what you will be willing to do. 
 

Dr. Paul Taylor has donated beautiful "Dicken's" Christmas collectibles totaling $5,000 in value 
and will be set up in the library and designated "A Christmas Room". 
 

The Westfield Athenaeum will also be having their children's book sale the same weekend which 
will draw people to both events. 
 

We are excited about our new face and name and I hope that each member of our church will 
choose something to contribute that will help insure our success. This is an ALL-CHURCH  
EVENT and we all need to get together and do our part.  

 

Mayme Lajoie and Joan Deacon  



Congregations that ap-
proach financial steward-
ship from a biblical per-
spective do not view the 
money Christians give to 
their church merely as a 
way to pay its bills. Ra-
ther, such congregations 
see financial contributions 
as a way to help people 
grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God by 
supporting their church’s 
mission and ministry with 
a percentage of their in-
comes. 
 

Our congregation’s stew-
ardship committee has 
selected the New Conse-
cration Sunday Steward-
ship Program as a way to 
teach the biblical and spir-
itual principles of gener-
ous giving in our steward-
ship education emphasis 
this year. 
 

Our Stewardship Sunday 
is based on the biblical 
philosophy of the need of 
the giver to give for his or 
her own spiritual develop-
ment, rather than on the 
need of the church to re-
ceive. Instead of treating 
people like members of a 

social club who should 
pay dues, we will treat 
people like followers of 
Jesus Christ who want to 
give unselfishly as an act 
of discipleship. Steward-
ship Sunday encourages 
people toward proportion-
ate and systematic giving 
in response to the ques-
tion, “What percentage of 
my income is God calling 
me to give?”  
 

During morning worship 
on Stewardship Sunday, 
October 23rd, we are ask-
ing our attendees and 
members to make their 
financial commitments to 
our church’s missionary, 
benevolent, and educa-
tional ministries in this 
community and around 
the world. 
 

Every attendee and mem-
ber who completes an 
Estimate of Giving Card 
does so voluntarily by at-
tending morning worship 
on Stewardship Sunday. 
We urge people to attend 
who feel strongly opposed 
to completing a card. The 
procedure is done in such 
a way that no one feels 

personal embarrassment 
if he or she chooses not 
to fill out a card. 
We will do no home solici-
tation to ask people to 
complete cards. During 
morning worship our 
guest leader will conduct 
a brief period of instruc-
tion and inspiration, cli-
maxed by members mak-
ing their commitments as 
a confidential act of wor-
ship. 
 

We will encourage partici-
pation in Stewardship 
Sunday events through 
the Stewardship Sunday 
team and Church Com-
mittee members. Since 
we will make no follow-up 
visits to ask people to 
complete their cards, we 
will make every effort to 
inform, inspire, and com-
mit everyone to attend 
Stewardship Sunday wor-
ship. 
Thanks in advance for 
your enthusiastic partici-
pation in Stewardship 
Sunday events. 
 

Rick Gaylord, 
Moderator of the Congre-
gation 

Stewardship Sunday Is Coming 

 
   
 
 
 
 

    

First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show     
        November 18th and 19th November 18th and 19th November 18th and 19th November 18th and 19th  

Remembrance Sunday  
November 6th 

On the first Sunday of 
November, the 10 AM service 
will be a Service of 
Remembrance. During the 
service, there will be a Time of 
Remembrance when the 
names of First Church 
members & friends who have 
passed away  during the past 
year will be read aloud. Their 
loved ones will be 
remembered in prayer. We will 
also share in the sacrament of 
Holy Communion, as is our 
custom for the first Sunday of 
the month. If you have lost a 
loved one during the past year 
(from November 2015 to the 
present), you are invited to 
bring a picture of your loved 
one to be displayed on a 
Remembrance Table in the 
church parlor. For further 
information, please call the 
church office or speak to 
Pastor Elva. 

Quilts are needed to exhibit at our “Holiday Faire 
at Church on the Green.”  A favorite quilt will be 
voted on by the attendees, a prize will be given.  
A fee of $10 per quilt is charged.  The quilt may 
be for sale by the owner.  We hope to have a 
wonderful exhibit.   

First Prize — $50 
Second Prize — $25 
Third Prize — $15 

Drop off time is the week of November 14th, be-
tween 9AM—1PM.  For more information please 
call Beverly Gamble (568-5433), Lynn Brownlee 
(568-7095) or the church office at 568-2833. 

Holiday Faire at Holiday Faire at Holiday Faire at Holiday Faire at 
Church on the GreenChurch on the GreenChurch on the GreenChurch on the Green    
November 18th & 19th November 18th & 19th November 18th & 19th November 18th & 19th  

The World Service Commit-
tee thanks all of you for 

your donations 
to the Food Pan-
try and the Sa-
maritan 
Inn.  Both 
groups are very 
grateful for the 

items that you have given to 
them.  For the Samaritan Inn 
we would like to start collect-
ing small size personal care 
items such as shampoo, deo-
dorant,  tooth paste, tooth 
brushes, soap, Kleenex, hair 
brushes and combs, or any 
other items that you think 
would be appropriate.  There 
are 27 men and 10 women in 
the shelter.  First Congrega-
tional Church is making a 
positive difference in the lives 
of our neighbors. 
 

Submitted by 

World Service 

    
Mark your Mark your Mark your Mark your     
NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    
Calendar and Calendar and Calendar and Calendar and     
prepare prepare prepare prepare     

to have some fun!to have some fun!to have some fun!to have some fun!    



From the desk of the Church School Director 

The Newsletter  October 2016  Tracy Gervais, 
Church School 
Director office 

hours are Tues. & 
Thurs. 10AM-

12PM.  

We had a full house for the Incoming Pancake Breakfast. There were no 
empty seats. With the gifted chef Greg Hamel preparing, we had pancakes, 
sausage , fried potatoes, fruit salad and a variety of drink. Joey Crean assist-
ed Greg in the kitchen. The families were all back and ready for a new year 
with Tracy Gervais anxious to get everyone started. New ideas and a fresh 
outlook are the beginning of this Church School year. We are all excited 
about the great start for all our youth. The opportunity for becoming reac-
quainted was well received. Such joy to be together. Special thanks to Gail 
Ives, Debby Yesu, Carissa Ledoux, Fred Fruwirth, 
Michelle Downs, Gillian Ledoux, Karenna Downs, Kailey 
Downs, as well as many who helped with clean up. 
Let's plan for our Sunday experience to continue each 
week through the year and grow our church family. 
 

Submitted by Mayme Lajoie  

Kids, don’t forget to 
bring your offering to 
Sunday School!!!  It’s 
not how much you 
bring, it’s just that 
you bring it up the 
stairs!   

Bible Sunday,  
October 30th 

 

Welcome our teachers!!!! 
 

Preschool—Kindergarten:  
Karenna Downs & Gillian Ledoux 

First-Third:  
Kellie Glaze 

 

Fourth-Fifth: 
Still searchingK.. 
 

Sixth-Seventh :  
Jim & Debbie Yesu 

 

Also working in our Sunday 
School this year:  Janice & Fred 
Fruwirth, Mayme Lajoie, Lisa Cre-
an, Jon & Lisa Queenin and Greg 
Hamel. 
Helpers this year include:  Sam 
Polley, Emily Yesu, Joe Crean, Jim 
Salzer, Deb Yesu & Sherry Balza-
no. 
We welcome Sabrina Hawks as 
our Nursery Supervisor this year.  
She will be assisted by her sister 
Megan Hawks. 
Anyone interested in teaching, be-
ing a substitute or even another 
pair of hands for projects, please 
contact Tracy Gervais. 

Walk for Westfield Food Pantry  
   
On Sunday, October 16th the 
Food pantry will be hosting 
the second annual Fill The 
Pantry Walk for Westfield. 

Please walk with us or sponsor a walker 
and make this a huge success. 

 

There will be a fun challenge between 
the First  Congregational Church and the 
Second Congregational Church youth 
groups.  There will be a gathering of the 
Junior High School and High School 
youth following the walk.   
 

For more information and pledge sheets 
on the Westfield Food Pantry Walk 
please see Shannon Brown from the 
World Service Committee.  

HALLOWEEN FUN 

On Oct. 30th the Second Congre-
gational Church has invited all of 
our youth, K-12, to come and par-
ticipate in their Halloween tradition, 
as we turn their sanctuary into a 
spooky scene.  There will be pump-
kin carving, snacks and fun ghost 
stories. 

YOUTH NEWS 

Church Youth Groups 
look for upcoming 
activities that 
promise fun and 
adventures!! 

Nov. 18th & 19th 

Sweet Retreat 
Fundraiser 

HS Youth will be 
selling fudge and 
jewelry at the 
Holiday Faire.  Make 
sure you stop in the 
choir room and get 
yourself a tasty or 
sparkly treat! 
 
December 3rd  
Caroling= 

This is open to all 
youth, families and 
church members.  
Come along and sing 
a song…. 



            OCTOBER  
            BIRTHDAYS

    

10/01 Deb Samwell 
10/01 Nicholas Guay 

10/01 Lucas Guay 

10/03 Tom Lorenzen 

10/05 Doug Falconer 
10/06 Marlene Hills 

10/06 Mary Houle 

10/06 Michelle Winer  
10/09 Robert Thompson 

10/10 Lynn Brownlee 

10/10 Judy Schrecke 

10/10 Steven Pierce 

10/10 Carol Whalen 

10/12 Doug James 

10/13 Grace Templeton 

10/13 Garrett DeJordy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/16 Jordan Platek 

10/18 Noah Perkins 

 

 

 

 

10/18 Lisa Kubik 

10/20 Tyson James 

10/23 Tony Kubik 

10/24 Pat Reach 

10/24 Tommy Brown 

10/25 Osborne Gaugh, Jr. 
10/25 Makayla Garcia 

10/25 Isabella Marie Garcia 

10/26 Allan Taylor 
10/26 Frank Pollard 

10/28 Jenna Brown 

10/29 Lauren Cote 

10/31 Kendra Berndt 
10/31 Gail Ives 

Property Committee   
• The water heater in the church has been replaced by Dave Ritchie.  The cost was about $2900.   
• The kitchen floor has been stripped and waxed by Tyson James.  Peppermill Catering is 

paying for this project.  Our sincere thank you to Cathy! 
• There is a new paper towel dispenser in the kitchen which works much easier than the 

old one. 
• We have donated our old oil/gas burner to the Westfield Athenaeum.  It was a spare that came off 

of the steam boiler for the sanctuary, which we discontinued using in 2010.  Even though the 
burner is about 50 years old, it is better than what the library had been using. 

• Thanks to Rick and Linda Hauk for the trimming of bushes and planting of flowers at our church 
entry.   Also thanks to our custodian for watering these plantings. 

• Thank you to head usher Tom Samwell for his continuous organization of the ushering duties and 
for monitoring the sound system each Sunday. 

• A water leak, which caused intermittent pooling around the toilet, in the handicapped bathroom 
has been repaired.  It was not coming from that area but from a toilet on the second floor.  Bob 
was able to repair it without having to call in a plumber. 

The Friends of 
the Westfield 
Athenaeum 
are using our 
Old Town Hall 
building for 
their popular 
Children’s Toy 

and Book Sale.  If you have items to do-
nate you may bring them to the church or 
to the library during regular library 
hours on  Nov. 12, 14, 15, and 16.  We 
are pleased to offer them this space while 
they are undergoing major renovation.  
The Children’s Toy and Book Sale will 
special Friend’s preview on Nov. 16th and 
open for the public on Nov. 17 from 12-8 
and continue on Nov. 18 from 12-9, Nov. 
19 from 9-5 and Nov. 20 from 11 to 2. 

 

Our sincere thank you to 

Martha Rheaume, 

daughter of Norma Gary 

for the beautiful flowers 

planted in our wine barrel 

by the Academy Street entrance.  The 

mums and gourds are present such a 

welcome to our members and guests. 
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Rummage Sale  

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 

Preview: Friday October 7th  
4:00 to 7:00 PM 

50 cents entrance fee 
Sale: Saturday October 8th 

9:00 to 3:00PM 
No entrance fee.                   

 

 

                          

 

 

                              Featuring:     
   Clothing 
   Beautiful Collectibles               
   Furniture 
   Pictures and Frames 
   Small Appliances 
   China and Glassware 
   Home Décor Decorations 

  MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Kick off Sunday was September 11, and the choir has 
returned!  We are happy to have them included in the 
service again and hope that they had a restful sum-
mer. 
 

We are shy a couple of members.  Laura Foley (alto) 
was married during the summer and has moved away 
and Sabrina Hawks (soprano) has taken over the posi-
tion as the nursery supervisor.  They will both be 
missed.  As always, if you have a love of music and 
would like to join the choir, you are very welcome to 
come and try it on for size.  They are a wonderful and 
dedicated group. 
 

Submitted by Lynn Brownlee 

HOLIDAY FAIRE WORKSHOP 

OCTOBER 14TH, 6:30PM 

The Crean and Lajoie house 

65 Rachael Terrace 

Westfield, MA 

 

 Bring a cupcake tin for sorting. 

Making Christmas Tree  

decorations 

New ideas are encouraged 

Bring your drinks and join us for 
nibbles.  

“Faith for Life” Evening Bible Study  

Imagine a life of true happiness, a life of 
complete honesty with God.  You don’t 
need to have a lot of knowledge of the Bi-
ble; just an inquiring mind and a willing 
spirit. It is not necessary to attend every 

session.   We meet on the first and third 

Tuesdays of the month 

from 7 to 8 PM. 

Save the Date:  Westfield Food 

Pantry Walk 2016 

Sunday October 16, 2016  the 
Food pantry will be hosting the 
second annual Fill The Pantry 
Walk for Westfield. Please walk 

with us or sponsor a walker and make this a 
huge success. 

Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the copy room is 
where you will find a “Church Use Request 
Form”, forms for “Request for Custodial Assis-
tance”, “Request for Use of Church Property 
and Request for Reimbursement”.  Also a First 
Church Phone Directory can be found here. 
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Women’s Fellowship NewsletterWomen’s Fellowship NewsletterWomen’s Fellowship NewsletterWomen’s Fellowship Newsletter    
September 2016 MeetingSeptember 2016 MeetingSeptember 2016 MeetingSeptember 2016 Meeting    

 
Once again the Women’s Fellowship 
is off and running for a new season!  
Twenty-six women and six men 
lined up at the pot luck picnic to en-
joy a sumptuous meal.  Our great 
cooks were at work once again and 
the goodies were enjoyed by all. 
 
It was announced that the floor of 
the kitchen has been revitalized and 
looks great!  While our group had 
voted to pay for this work to be 
done, our gracious caterer, Cathy 

Gendreau of Peppermill Catering, reimbursed us the entire $500 that it 
cost. We then voted to pay to have the floor maintained every three 
months at the cost of $600 for one year.   
 
We also voted to donate $100 to the Westfield High School Show Chorus 
who will put on a show for us at our November meeting.  It was decided 
to have our Christmas Party Luncheon in December at the church with a 
Yankee Swap Gift Exchange to follow. 
 
Our October meeting October meeting October meeting October meeting will host Dick & Phyllis Pomeroy Dick & Phyllis Pomeroy Dick & Phyllis Pomeroy Dick & Phyllis Pomeroy as guest speakers.  
They will show pictures and 
tell us of their exciting adven-
tures on the Danube River.  
Please come and enjoy; all are 
welcomed. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Joan Deacon and Rita 
Willard, Co-chairpersons 
 
 



Were on the Web!

www.churchonthegreen.org  

                                                                    Consecration SundayConsecration SundayConsecration SundayConsecration Sunday    

                Is Coming!!!Is Coming!!!Is Coming!!!Is Coming!!!    

                                        Please Save the Date!!!Please Save the Date!!!Please Save the Date!!!Please Save the Date!!!    

                                    Sunday October 23rd 2016Sunday October 23rd 2016Sunday October 23rd 2016Sunday October 23rd 2016    

 

Please Join us for Sunday morning worship and the  

Celebration Luncheon immediately following worship.     

First Congregational 

Church of Westfield 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 


