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Dear Friends, 

When it comes to asking people to help with church projects, I often say, “Labor for the Lord.  The pay isn’t 
much, but the benefits are out of this world.” 
 

The benefits of serving God and the church are tremendous, but much of the Christian life is difficult.  Jesus calls 
us to love everyone, including our enemies. Loving our enemies is difficult, but that’s what it means to live a life 
of love. Spiritual Director Mark Yaconelli writes, “The Christian path is a commitment to practicing the art of love, 
learning the dimensions and character of love – its boundless depth, its endless horizon.  On the Christian path 
we are learning to let go of our expectations – expectations of ourselves, of God, of others.  We are learning to 
be...open, helpless, uncertain, so we might be available to God’s hidden, humble work.” 
 

Yaconelli once accepted a volunteer job designing a worship service that would attract students from the college 
located just across the street from his church.  He took on the position with great hopes.  Over the next few 
months, Yaconelli bought hundreds of candles, collected baskets of river stones, designed and printed song 
sheets.  He recruited and trained a trio of local musicians, and found three elderly church members to prepare a 
simple meal to serve the students after the service.  He put ads in the college newspaper, met with the college 
chaplain and student groups, emphasizing that service would provide free dinner and comfort for stressed-out 
students. 
 

The night before the service, Yaconelli couldn’t sleep.  As the time for the service approached, he set out fresh 
flowers, lit candles, and prayed for God’s help.  He remembers standing at the open door of the church.  “I saw a 
group of 15 students walk across the street from the university.  I smiled with warmth and gratitude as they 
stepped onto the sidewalk in front of the church.  They looked at me, a young woman waved, and then they 
turned and walked to the nearby grocery store.”  At five past the designated time for the service to begin, only the 
three musicians and the women who fixed the evening meal were present in the sanctuary.  Not a single student 
attended. 
 

Yaconelli led the weekly college prayer service for nine months.  Not a single college student ever attended.  He 
continued to visit the campus, post flyers, and meet student groups, but not one student ever crossed the street.  
After nine months he resigned his position, feeling like a failure.  
 

One month after that, one of the musicians from the service, the pianist, asked to meet with him.  She shared her 
story with him: a story of heartbreaking abuse, betrayal, and sorrow.  She told him, “I don’t know anything about 
religion.  I don’t know anything about God, but I heard you were quitting the prayer service and I wanted to thank 
you for what you’ve done because it’s the only thing I’ve looked forward to each week. I want to become a Chris-
tian, even though I don’t know what that means.”  The young woman now leads the music for the Sunday morn-
ing service. 
 

As we head into another year of church activities, it is good to remember that the Christian path means letting go 
of our own expectations: of ourselves, of God, of others.  When we follow Jesus, we open ourselves to the mys-
terious purposes of love.  Those purposes are often humble and even hidden from us.  We may not see the fruits 
of our labors in our lifetime.  But we move into the future in hope and trust that God’s Holy Spirit is quietly guiding 
us toward the endless horizon of love. 
 

Yours in Christ,   

 

 

(Taken from Mark Yaconelli, “Failure to Launch,” Christian Century, August 3, 2016, pp. 26 – 29) 
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WELCOME BACK TO WELCOME BACK TO WELCOME BACK TO WELCOME BACK TO     

SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!    

Sponsored by the Church School Committee 

Parents: Sunday School registration forms 
will be available.  Please be sure to  

complete these forms before you leave! 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

    Sunday, September 11th at 11:00am 

Pancakes, sausages, fruit salad, Juice,  

Milk and Coffee 

A BASKET WILL BE OUT FOR DONATIONS  

 (APPRECIATED) 

 Here comes the fall!  It’s hard to believe that it is 

back to school time.  Where did 

the summer go?  In the weeks to 

come we will notice the mornings 

are cooler and the daylight hours 

shorter.  I am looking forward to 

seeing how much the children 

have grown!  Our Sunday school 

will be in full swing again September 11th.   

Though all kids have sports and other important 

scheduled activities, remember that Sunday 

school and Sunday mornings at First Church are 

for YOUR FAMILY!  It’s a time that you can all be 

together.  It’s a time you can set aside as a re-

minder to check in together.  As we all fill in the 

white boards and smart phone calendars with 

various activities, please remember to block out 

Sunday mornings from 10am to 11am for family 

together time at First Church.  It will recharge 

your family for all of the other ac-

tivities scheduled for the rest of 

the week.  Every family deserves 

at least an hour on those calen-

dars together!  ☺ 

Keep an eye on the bulletins and in your emails 

for news on our annual fall 

family day! 

This year—FUN DAY 

We are looking for volunteers for the Sun-
day School.  The success of our program is 
dependent on our volunteers.  If you are looking 
for an opportunity to help please contact Tracy 
at churchschool@churchonthegreen.org.  

Should you need to leave the sanctuary during 

the service, the library near the front entry is 

available for your use. You will be able to hear 

the service and there is an infant 

changing table in that room. There is 

also a changing table in the handicap 

bathroom near the dining room.  



When I was first asked 
to consider applying for 
the position of Church 
School Director, I took a 
step back, shook my 
head and politely said 

no.  Then my family and I went home, where 
I spent quite a bit of time reflecting on just 
how important the Church School and the 
entire First Church community has become 
to us.  For the past eight months, my family 
has been sincerely welcomed to the First 
Church family.  It was this openness and 
warmth that have led me to apply for and 
accept the position as Church School Direc-
tor.   
 

Our time at First Church has introduced my 
family to a whole new community, one that 
is not centered around a sports team, or a 
school project.  We have enjoyed so many 
traditions of the congregation; Pancake 
Breakfasts, Pajama Day, Children’s Story 
Time, Easter Tulips, Summer Picnic and Va-
cation Bible School to name a few.  Each of 
these have touched our family in a different 
way, each have left a mark on our hearts.  It 
is my hope that we can all work together to 
grow the Church School Program and share 
these traditions and the word of God with 
others.  And I hope it can mean as much to 
them as it does to our family. 
 

If at any time, you have thoughts, ideas, 
questions or concerns please do not hesi-
tate to contact me at 
churchschool@churchonthegreen.org.   
This is an all church program and each of 
you are a big part in it. 
 

To all those that have already reached out, 
thank you for the very warm welcome and 
support.  And to those I have not met yet, I 
look forward to doing so. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Tracy Gervais, Church School Director 

Youth Activities at First Church 

 

This year, we'll have youth groups for both 
Middle School and High School students.  
 

Watch for communication from the Church 
School Committee for upcoming activities.  

Our deepest thanks for giving your loving care 

to our tots during the summer services: 

Tracy Gervais 
Michelle Winer 
Andrea Polley 
Lisa Queenin 

Michelle Downs 

Karenna Downs 

Kellie Glaze 

Tina Harris 

and Sabrina Hawks for on going care through 
the fall. 

Tracy Gervais, Church School Director 



Centro de Restauración Agua de Vida / Living Water Restoration Center “Nesting” at First 

Church 

Last spring, Pastor Elva got a phone call from a member of a church in 
Holyoke.  He was seeking to start a ministry in Westfield, primarily to 
the Spanish speaking community.  After hearing a glowing recommen-
dation from the Pastor of the United Church of Christ congregation giv-
en as a reference, she approached Moderator Rick Gaylord with the 
idea.   Rick and Pastor Elva met several times with the church mem-
bers, the Executive Committee, and representatives from the Property 

Committee.  The decision was made to welcome the “Living Water Restoration Center” (Centro de Restaura-
cion Agua de Vida) to meet in our Chapel every Sunday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00 PM. 
 

It is not unusual for a new church to “nest” in the building of a larger, more established church until the new 
church grows big enough to move into their own space.  A faith community related to the Restoration Center 
started a few years ago in Holyoke, meeting at the United Church of Holyoke.  The congregation grew to the 
point that they purchased their own building and are now leading a thriving ministry there.   
 

The Leader of the Center is Victor I. Algarin.  His wife, Gloria J. Algarin, assists him, along with other family 
members and friends.  They have cordially invited us to join them for worship any Sunday afternoon and of 
course they are welcome in our services.  We are pleased to offer our Chapel to this ministry, for a minimal 
rent, and pray that God will bless them in their mission, described this way: 
 

“The mission of Living Water Restoration Center is to reach out to the people of Westfield, Massachusetts, 
with a message of an integral life in Christ that will transform them to be worthy ambassadors of the Kingdom 
of God and competent and influential bearers of the message of Jesus Christ.” 

Things you might not know about The  
Westfield Food Pantry: 

• There is 1 paid staff member 

• They provide groceries to about 1,200 West-

field residents monthly   

• The community garden at Westfield State Uni-

versity, with the help of volunteers provides 

over 200 lbs. per week of fresh produce. 

• October 16, 2016 is the second annual “Fill 

the Pantry Walk for Westfield”.  Let’s support 

this by walking and getting people to pledge. 

• Volunteers are always needed at 413 572-

0802 or  
      director@westfieldfoodpantry.org 

On Thursday, July 14th Rick and I had the opportuni-

ty to go to Kamp for Kids on 754 Russell Road in 

Westfield.  It was their 41st Welcome Day Ceremo-

ny.  We did not get to see the skit but did meet with 

many people who run that wonderful program.  

Kamp for Kids is the first camp in the country to pro-

vide a complete summer camp experience for kids 

with and without disabilities.  We were shown the 

spray park, the playground which has a lot of equip-

ment accessible to all abilities, the nature trail and 

their building.   Inside the air conditioned building 

there were many refrigerators for the children to 

store their lunches, changing rooms, a large room 

for activities and a nurse’s office.  They have 50 

campers there each two week session.  The ratio of 

campers to staff is 4-1 and the children are trans-

ported door to door.  One of the local missions of 

our church is a Kamp for Kids Kampership and the 

staff there is so grateful for our contribution.   I was 

so pleased to have a close-up look at this special 

place. 

Submitted by Linda Hauk, chair of World Service Submitted by Linda Hauk, chair of World Service 



First Church Web Site 

The Web Site is alive and well and lives at churchonthegreen.org! It has been up to date 
with church activities for all of this year and hopefully, will continue to be. 

If you would like to see your event on the calendar, just email me your information and I 
will add it on. (joandeacon@verizon.net)  It is so important to present to the public a vi-
brant and active church. The more information, the greater chance that someone will 
see it and it will spark their interest to participate with us in certain activities. 

Our new Church School Director Tracy Gervais, will be accessing the web site with all church 
school activities. Be sure and support Tracy and our wonderful Church School. Keep her aware of 
ongoing activities. 

We are endeavoring to add the Sunday Sermons in the near future for added outreach.  

If you have any positive suggestions that could enhance our site, please send them along to me.  

Joan Deacon 

Women’s Fellowship  September 15Women’s Fellowship  September 15Women’s Fellowship  September 15Women’s Fellowship  September 15thththth    MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting    
    

    
Mark your calendar!  September 15th, 2016 at 11:00 am, we will hold our annu-
al potluck picnic in the dining room of the church.  Bring a main dish or salad to 
share with the group and all of your fond memories of the past summer.  Dessert 
will be provided by the officers. Sign up at coffee hour on August 28th and Septem-
ber4th. 

Beverages: coffee, iced tea, lemonade and dessert will be provided. 

Women’s Fellowship October 13th MeetingWomen’s Fellowship October 13th MeetingWomen’s Fellowship October 13th MeetingWomen’s Fellowship October 13th Meeting    
Travel The Danube River  With  Phyllis & Dick PomeroyTravel The Danube River  With  Phyllis & Dick PomeroyTravel The Danube River  With  Phyllis & Dick PomeroyTravel The Danube River  With  Phyllis & Dick Pomeroy    

    

    
    
    
    
    
Join us for an exciting travelogue presented by our own Phyllis & Dick.  In 2016 
they traveled on the Danube River from the Black Sea to Budapest.  If you’ve nev-
er had the opportunity to explore Europe, this is a wonderful way to get to see an-
other part of the world!   
 
Business meeting starts at 1:00 pm with our guest speakers at 1:30.  Refreshments 
are always served.  Guests are welcomed to attend. 

    
Rita Willard & Joan Deacon, co-chairpersons 



Rummage Sale  

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 

 

     Preview:     Friday October 7th  
4:00 to 7:00 PM 

50 cents entrance fee 
 

 

 

         Sale:        Saturday October 8th   
9:00 to 3:00PM 
  No entrance fee.  

                                              
      Featuring:   Clothing 

   Beautiful Collectibles               
   Furniture 
   Pictures and Frames 
   Small Appliances 
   China and Glassware 
   Home Décor Decorations 
 

*Donations may be dropped off Oct. 3rd to Oct. 7th.  

Arrangements for other drop offs may be made by 

calling Mayme at 568-1057.  

The sanctuary will be filled with pa-
rishioners and glorious music as 
the choir commences on Septem-
ber 11th. 
 

Rehearsals are on Sundays 9:00–9:30AM and 
after the service 11:15-12 Noon. 

Women’s  Get Together   

Women’s  Get Together Group 

will meet on Thursday September 

22nd. We get together the 4th 

Thursday of the month from 

10:00-2:00. You can bring any-

thing you like to do in your leisure time. Or, learn 

something new, work on something for next fall’s 

fair. Or, just come down to socialize. Bring a 

something to share for lunch. It’s just great to get 

together. 

Hearing Devices available Hearing devices are 
available for your use during the worship ser-
vice.   If you are missing any words of our 
service we suggest you give it a try.   Just 
ask an usher for one.   We are sure it will 

make the service much more enjoyable.   

“Faith for Life” Evening Bible 
Study to Resume  Sept. 6 

 

 

 

Imagine a life of true happiness, a life of complete 
honesty with God.  You don’t need to have a lot 
of knowledge of the Bible; just an inquiring mind 
and a willing spirit. It is not necessary to attend 
every session. This Bible Study will use the same 

material as the Wednesday afternoon group.  We 

will meet on the first and third Tuesdays of 

the month from 7 to 8 PM. 

Meals for Families in 

 Crisis Situations 

The diaconate has decided to rein-
state a program to provide meals to 
families in crisis.  Initially the pro-

gram will run for a trial period of approximately 
October 2016 through June 2017.  As long as 20 
people from the congregation are willing to pro-
vide no more than 2 meals per year.  Sandra 
Chamberlain and Barbara James have devel-
oped and will oversee the program as they did a 
few years ago.  If you would like to join this effort 
please contact Sandra Cham-
berlain or Barbara James for 
further information. 



First Church Holiday Fair Update 

The first organizational  meeting for our fair will be on Sunday August 28th after 
church in the parlor. We urge those folks who are willing to help to join us . We have 
some new names to discuss and we will vote on  a name at that time.  We have done 
lots of research on items to sell and we have new ideas to present to you for your 
approval. 

The fair will be on November 18th and 19th with the same hours as previous years. 

We will still have the food table and hand work table but we also are planning something new to make the 
event more exciting for our church members and customers. We will have more information for you at the 
meeting. 

 Please make every effort to support us .It will take all of us with our varied talents to make this a success. 
We would love to get our men involved.  Let's make this year's fair the biggest and best ever.  

The names suggested for you to consider and voted on are: 

Holidaze Fair 

Holiday Fair at Church on the Green 

Harvest Fair 

A Bit of This and a Bit of That 

Snowflake Fair 

 

(If I have omitted a name, please let me know, I misplaced the entries.) 

Mayme and Joan 

Attention Quilters and  

 Quilt Lovers 
We will be looking for quilts for our 

Quilt Exhibit at the “Holiday Fair”.  

The quilts may be for sale (without a 

commission) or simply for exhibit.  

There will be a $10 per quilt en-

trance fee.  Cash prizes will be 

awarded.  The viewers will choose 

the top three winners.  Quilt entry 

forms will be available soon.  For 

more information call Beverly Gam-

ble at 568-5433. 

From the Property Committee 

The Westfield Athenaeum will be using 2 rooms in our OTH 
building to store books for their book sales.  The future major 
construction at their building makes it necessary to 
move all their used books.  The children’s book sale will 
be held in our OTH building on November 18 and 19.  They 
are grateful for this offer as they are beginning their building 
renovation.  

The church building water heater needed to be replaced in 
July.   Fortunately our plumber Dave Ritchie was able to do 
this on very short notice. 

If you go into the church kitchen, you will notice the newly 
refinished floor.  It has been stripped and waxed by church 
member Tyson James of Carpet Wizard.  The Ladies Fel-
lowship and caterer Cathy are paying for this project.  This 
was a much needed job and we are thankful to have it done. 

 

Submitted by Bob Brownlee, Chair   



Mission Thanks you!! 
Our Church Mission Trip members wish to extend a sincere thank you to all who 
provided support to this ministry. It was truly a whole church effort that made it 
possible.  The contributions that included food, transportation, and monetary dona-
tions helped us to have a successful experience in Rhode Island.  This year’s mis-
sion trip took us to Providence, RI where we experienced many facets of the food 
distribution system which included a vegetable farm, soup kitchens, church distri-
bution centers, the food bank warehouse, and a rescue mission.  Our group will be presenting our 
“reflections” in September and look forward to sharing our experience with you.   
 

Pastor Elva Pawle, Alice Flyte,  Julie Kraus, Judy Lyon, Mayme Lajoie, Kathryn Graybill, Carin Impi-
odato and  Martha Roman.  (See group picture below).  Thanks to Julie Kraus for the memorable 
pictures.  Our youth, Mara Winer, Gillian Ledoux, and Joey Crean. 
 

Submitted by Judy Lyon and Alice Flyte 

 

Missing 

from the 

group 

photo is 

Maddie 

Boehm.  



Recipe of  the Month 
Submitted by Beverly Gamble 

Minted Cantaloupe Soup with Fresh Lime 

Delicately sweetened melon blended with vanilla, mint, and lime—what a refreshing treat 

on a hot summer day! 

8 ounce container nonfat or low-fat vanilla yogurt  1/4 cup chopped fresh mint leaves 

4 cups diced cantaloupe      1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon sugar 
1/2 to 2 tablespoons fresh lime juice       Sprigs of fresh mint (optional) 
 

Put yogurt, cantaloupe, sugar and 1/4 cup mint, in order listed, in a food processor or 
blender.  Process until smooth. 
 

Pour into large stainless steel or glass bowl, cover with plastic wrap, and refrigerate until 
well chilled, at least 1 hour. 
 

To serve, stir in lime juice.  Pour soup into individual bowls, garnish with mint leaves, and 
serve immediately. 
 

Variation—For a taste of the Caribbean add 1 teaspoon grated fresh gingerroot and 3 ta-

blespoons frozen orange-pineapple concentrate to the food processor or blender and pro-

cess with the yogurt mixture. 

I would like to introduce something new to the church newsletter called “Recipe of 
the Month”.  If you have a recipe that you would like to share with our 
church family members  that they can enjoy please submit them for fu-
ture newsletters.  Maybe we can collect enough recipes to create anoth-
er First Congregational Cook Book. 

September   Birthdays 

9/1 Brian Polley 
9/4 Marc Winer 
9/4 Madeleine Hamel 
9/4 Nancy Puskey 
9/8 Cliff Gamble, Jr. 
9/8 Melissa Fanion 

9/9 Cynthia Healey 
9/9 Devon Fillion 

9/11 Destiny Fanion 

9/11 Kathryn Graybill 
9/13 Amanda Kinnunen 

9/19 Wes Shepard 

9/19 Diane Bray 
9/19 Stephen Brown 

9/16 Gregory Ulm 

9/20 Alecia Marx 
9/23 Tracy Gamble 

9/25 Helen Blaha 

9/25 Elizabeth Niergarth 

9/26 Bob Brownlee 

9/28 Beth Gamble 

9/29 Jack Templeton 

9/30 Mia Bray-Motley 



 

Pictured below were some of 

the children who enjoyed the 

VBS program.   

 

Jen Thielen from Second Con-
gregational Church pictured 
below was the coordinator for 
the VBS program this year.   



Pictured to the right is pastor 

Elva displaying her surfing 

skills. 

Above Noah Perkins and Kelley 

Gervais were very attentive for 

the next song. 

Pictured to the right: God’s chal-

lenges for the day. 

Pictured below the children pre-

pare for direction from their life-

guards.  



We’re on the web! 

Www.churchonthegreen.org 

First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

        

  

  

 

 

 

 

     Sunday, September 11
th
 at 11:00am 

Pancakes, sausages, fruit salad, Juice, Milk and Coffee 

A BASKET WILL BE OUT FOR DONATIONS (APPRECIATED) 


