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Dear friends,
As I meet more and more of you, a strong and “fragrant” impression continues to grow. A group of
committed, hardworking, good-natured people who would do just about anything for their beloved
church. These are the ingredients for possibility, that plus an ability to work together in harmony
and goodwill, overlooking faults and guarding each one’s dignity and worth. Thank you for entrusting me with the task of guiding you forward to a future that is bright and hopeful. I promise to do all
I can to facilitate that.
Speaking of fragrant (you knew I had to use that word again, didn’t you?), Easter is coming! It’s
easy to look so forward to all the “hoppenings” of Easter and overlook the significance of Lent. The
word “Lent” is derived from the Middle English word “Lenten,” which means “spring.” Long ago fasting was a requirement for those wishing to be baptized on Easter. It was a time of penitence, selfdenial, and learning about the faith. In Eastern Orthodox churches some of these practices still remain and are quite strict. We in the Protestant faith have a much more relaxed attitude, and in
some cases, Lent is not observed at all.
Fasting from all food or certain foods still remains as a remnant of our forbearers in the faith. There
is fasting from other things, however, like sweets, alcohol, or social media, as a way to “foster simplicity and self-control” (Encyclopedia Britannica). We do without these things to remind us of God,
of Christ’s strength and suffering, and of our desire to walk in the Way of Jesus. Lent is a powerful
and holy time, and we are buoyed in our efforts by generations of believers in the past and present,
as well as the beloved Holy Spirit, who hovers about always.
The cross reminds us that life is suffering, but God makes the worst of our suffering into something
beautiful through faith. One of the most moving rituals I have seen to demonstrate this is the tradition of “flowering the cross.” On Easter morning, after the fasting, confession, sorrow and reflection
on suffering (of Christ and in the world), we celebrate the resurrection by placing fresh flowers on
that old rugged cross. When on Easter morning, we file down during the first hymn to place our
flowers, we renew our faith that the ugliest, most despised thing in the world cannot triumph, cannot destroy the beauty of God’s Word, as manifest in the life of Jesus as well as countless reminders we have each and every spring. I hope to have that ritual with you on Easter morning. I hope to
pray, fast, learn, confess, forgive and do whatever else is necessary in order to fully embrace and
experience the power of HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!!
Your friend in Christ,
Pastor Julie

Happy Spring – We are truly
blessed as we experience the reawakening of the earth, the plants
and even ourselves. With the longer
sunny days, the fresh clean air, it’s
natural to want to head outside and enjoy all that
God has created for us to enjoy. We invite everyone to pause and reflect on just how fortunate
we truly are.
The Church School would like to
offer many Thank You’s to all those
involved in the Pasta Luncheon
and the Pancake Brunch. So
many people pitch in, shopping, prepping, cooking, decorating, serving, cleaning up8 it would
be a very long list of names! We would also like
to thank all those that came and ate. Without
you, these fellowship meals would not be a very
big success! Thank you!!
Celebration Sunday– While we
usually celebrate the end of the
Church School year, on the next to
last Sunday in May, this year we
are mixing it up. The Westfield
350 celebration and parade have created a conflict. So, we have decided to move Celebration
Sunday to May 12th. Yes, it will be on Mother’s
Day this year. But that’s ok, without Mom’s we
wouldn’t have any children for the Church
School to celebrate. We are putting together a
unique program this year that will celebrate the
children, Mom’s, our church and its history in
Westfield and a few surprises too. Please make
sure to mark your calendar for Sunday May 12,
Celebration Sunday.

FROM PASTOR JULIE’S DESK
Wanna “Come with?”
If you would like to attend the 30th Annual Interfaith Breakfast on Wednesday, April 10, 2019
at 7:30AM, please contact Pastor Julie~ We will
hear from distinguished speaker Rabbi Jacob
Fine, Founder and Director of Abundance
Farm, which teaches about food justice and addresses food insecurity8 Tickets are $25.00.
We can reserve a table if we get 7 people
SPECIAL LENTEN SERIES
Come on Sundays during Lent to hear a special
sermon series called “Your Philosophy.” Pastor
Julie will share her “take on the faith,” boiling it
down to four topics: Be Opened, Be a Blessing,
Say Sorry, and Rock ‘n Roll. All are invited to
think deeply about their own philosophy, what
they’re committed to in life, and observe the
discrepancy between what you truly believe
and cherish and how you are living your life.
Come and bring a friend!!

Easter Lily and Tulip order form
Each year at Easter our sanctuary is decorated in beautiful flowers in memory of loved ones. Following Easter Service the plants are taken to shut-in, members over 80 and those in need. The cost
of plants this year is $10.00. Orders need to be placed by Monday April 15th.
I would like to order _____ Easter Plants at $10.00 each
Given By : _______________________________________________________
In memory of _____________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to
“First Congregational Church”
Please return form to: First Church, 18 Broad Street, Westfield MA 01085

April Birthdays
Happy Birthday!
4/01 Beverly Gamble
4/03 Les Eldridge
4/05 Elizabeth Dillingham
4/05 Deborah Desi
4/06 Jack Queenin
4/07 Ardelle Zych
4/08 Betty Allen
4/09 Sarah Queenin
4/10 Steven Downs
4/11 Marylyn Smith
4/11 Daniel Albee
4/12 Joan Deacon
4/13 Jacob Platek
4/14 Martha Roman
4/15 Nancy Bush
4/17 Richard Pomeroy
4/18 Marilyn MacKinnon
4/19 Mark St. Jean
4/19 Carisa Ledoux
4/22 Shirley Glaze
4/22 Rebecca Klaubert
4/28 Rebecca Dixon
4/29 Aidan Exell
4/30 Julia Kraus
4/30 Crystal Miller

Some of our kids enjoying time during February Winter Break at Amelia
Park.
Church Custodial Position Available
The job is a 20-hour-a-week position. The employee must be able to
work Sunday from 8 a.m. to noon and four other weekday mornings.
The focus of the job is cleaning but duties also include moving tables
and chairs, limited snow shoveling and lawn mowing and assisting
staff, parishioners and visitors as needed. Extra work may be available
for funerals, weddings and church events. Entry level pay is $14 per
hour. Call Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 413-568-2833.

Church School Director
Sadly we have been given Tracy Gervais’ letter of resignation and we will be looking for
a replacement for her. This will not be an easy task. She has done so much for our
church school children’s program that she leaves big shoes to fill. To express our appreciation for what she has done is a challenging.
In order to seek new leadership for this program we will begin the advertising process.
The following is an advertisement for anyone interested in being considered for this position.
Qualifications include certification in both First Aid and Infant/Children CPR, completion of First
Church’s Safe Church Policy and a successful completion of a background and Cori check paid for
by First Church.
For a complete job description of duties and responsibilities and an appointment for an interview,
please contact churchschool@churchonthegreen.org.
Please share with those who might qualify.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE

Preview: Friday April 5h
4:00 to 7:00 PM
50 cents entrance fee
Sale:
Saturday April 6th
9:00 to 3:00PM
No entrance fee.
WORLD SERVICE
EASTER NEWS
Our Easter Offering provides critical
funds for the missions we support locally, regionally, nationally, and globally. Our missions range from our local
food pantry and shelter, to our regional
Red Cross emergency response, to Heifer International’s work to eradicate poverty and hunger
worldwide, and many more. Help us support our
church ministries and local community. Please
make your gift with a check or donation envelope marked “Easter Offering” in the Sunday
Offertory, by mail, or in the Main Office.
Submitted by World Service Committee
Our custodian, Patrick Lyman, has decided to
retire and move south to a warmer climate to be
closer to family. The personnel Committee,
along with the Property Committee, will be
searching for a new employee.

MISSION PLANNING
Each Summer since 2013 a group
of church members and church
youth have participated in a mission
week. We have taken trips to several areas or stayed locally helping agencies with
community projects. We have had many meaningful and rewarding experiences. Now as summer approaches, we are planning to make arrangements for a Summer 2019 mission experience. We will be meeting after coffee hour on
Sunday April 28th to begin to form a plan. We
welcome all church members to join us in the
planning. There are a lot of options for us, and if
you have ideas for us, or an interest in possibly
joining us, please be with us on the 28th .
Dining In/Dining Out Fellowship
Join us Friday, April 26, at 6pm for fun, food, and
fellowship!
This month we will be dining out at the Russell
Inn, which is a short drive along Rt. 20 in Russell. You can order off the menu which includes
soup, salads, grinders, pizza, and entrees. We
need to give them a count, so...sign up on a
sheet posted on the bulletin board, or you can
contact Alice Flyte at 413-454-7822 for more information.

Thank you so much for receiving me with such
warmth over our “bridge” time, and thank you
for that overwhelming send off with cake, flowers, and your generous gift. I feel blessed to
have had that time with all of
you and wish you a bright future!
Rev. Randy

From the Deacons
th

Save the date: May 4 will be our annual Four Score or More Luncheon. Invitations
will be going out soon to all our Four Score or More members. This annual event is a
mission of love for these members. For others, the deacons could use your help. If
you are available to help with set up, serving the luncheon or with clean up please let
a deacon know. Your help is appreciated.
The Deacons hope you will join us for the events during Holy Week beginning with Palm Sunday.
Our Maundy Thursday service is a time for reflection as we follow Christ’s journey to the Cross.
Join us on Easter Sunday as we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ. Rev. Julie will bring some
new events to this service. Bring some flowers to help us flower the cross.

Christian Fellowship
April 11 2019
1:00 PM
Guest Speaker: Robert
Brown
“Looking Back, Westfield
50 Years Ago”

Come and welcome Robert to our fellowship, learn about the history of Westfield and wax nostalgia of days past! Invite your friends. Everyone is welcome.
Refreshments will be served at close of
meeting.

A special thank you to all who attended the Annual Corned Beef and Cabbage
Dinner. We had a wonderful crowd who enjoyed a fabulous dinner & a great night
of fellowship.
I would like to thank all who helped make the night possible and there are so many
that I am sorry if I forgot anyone. Jean Zimmerman, Norma Woodruff, Tom Samwell, Bob and Lennie Seher, Cliff and Beverly Gamble, Marylyn Smith, Jim
Kinney, Bob & Lynn Brownlee, Jackie Thayer, Joan Deacon, Shirley Anderson, Ed & Kyle
LaPlante & Rob Corchinski. Our sincere thank you to our in house chef Cindy

LaPlante for making this event a huge success.
Thank you, Mayme Lajoie

VOLUNTEERS WELCOMED
Each Saturday we are looking for volunteers to build the 350th Church Float. We started on March
2nd and expected to work until May 18th, with a start time of 9AM, We will meet each Saturday at
the job site (109 Sackett Rd., Westfield). A 350 Float Building sign up sheet is located on the bulletin board for volunteers. Please see Jim Yesu or Cindy & Rick Gaylord for details. Sign up & Join
the Excitement.
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Holy Week Events:
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
18 Broad St., Wesield, MA 01085
413-568-2833 • www.churchonthegreen.org
PALM SUNDAY - April 14th
10:00AM Service of Worship
EASTER SUNDAY- April 21st
6:00AM Sunrise Service at the Children’s
Pavilion in Stanley Park
10:00AM All are welcome to a joyful celebration
of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

