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Dear friends, 

Time brings us to this moment, as we look back at all the past few months have brought and then 
look to the future with hope and caution and creativity, to continue to “be church” while we seek to 
protect everyone and move closer to one another in worship and other ways. 

I have taken a few days’ vacation this week. A couple of days were spent “distance visiting” Jeff’s 
brother Mike and his family. It’s hard to believe we have all been married over thirty years, were once 
“longing for children”, and now they are all scattered, in various stages of adulthood, still close, still 
glued to the family tree, so to speak. We had good long walks, family dinners and lots of laughs. I 
love that family and am always glad to spend time with them.  

Coming home was good, too. I am still working to complete the on-line portion of my clergy coaching 
course (call if you’d like to schedule a session), still trying to keep our Shared Living Person Zac en-
tertained and safe (his day program has been closed for three months; it starts back on Monday!), 
and still trying to maintain my relationships with all of you and with God. Bible Study has grown closer 
and deeper, despite being on Zoom (maybe in part, because of being on Zoom?), Coffee Hour and 
Wine Down have all been ways to stay in touch, never forgetting that the church is not a building, but 
a committed bunch of Christ followers, creating beauty, blessing the community and being there for 
each other in any and all circumstances. 

The last Sunday of this month Allan and I will be back in the sanctuary again. This is that cautious 
moving forward to more relaxed and in-person gatherings. I want to give this a try for a while. With 
the virus raging around us in the country, I am of two states of mind: One is gratitude, for the way our 
governor and our people have responded and seem to be on the road to containment of the virus, at 
least for the time being. We will all be watching as time for school approaches. How it will be done 
and how successful it is will, in part, determine our fall activities and traditions. This is my second 
state of mind: caution, concern and commitment to err on the side of that caution, for the safety of our 
people. We have to take the “long view”, that is, some things might not be possible this year, in order 
to make sure that next year is brighter and fuller. Clinging to traditions for the sake of the traditions 
themselves can be foolish and dangerous. So, we all must be prepared to step back, if the data calls 
for it. 

Meanwhile, I am EXCITED to see you all back in the pews. Of course, we will be live streaming or 
recording the service, so that those of you who choose to continue worshipping at home may do so, 
for however long you like. I am doing more and more distance visits, and am delighted to hear from 
anyone who might like for me to stop by for a brief “encounter.” My current schedule (this is a slight 
change) is as follows: 

Tuesday – At the church 10:30-4 (later for meetings and Community Table) 

Wednesday – Work from home 

Thursday – Meetings, visits, study (in Westfield) 

We will continue Bible Study on Zoom for now. I am considering a “Wine Down” somewhere in West-
field. If anyone has an idea for a place, please let me know. 

May the Lord Bless you and keep you, Dear Friends of the Faith, 

 

Pastor Julie 



Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the copy room is 
where you will find a “Church Use Request 
Form”, forms for “Request for Custodial As-
sistance”, “Request for Use of 
Church Property and Request for 
Reimbursement”.  Also a First 
Church Phone Directory can be 
found there. 

News from Church School Committee 

The committee met in June and will meet again in 

late July or early August.  At that meeting we will 

discuss what we need to do to for our Sunday 

School program this Fall - whether we can have in 

person classes or on-line classes.  We will use 

the guidelines that our Government leaders give 

us.  For the rest of the summer plans are being 

made to have some social distancing meet ups, 

such as hiking or meeting for ice cream.   

Watch your email for more details. 

Stay Safe and have a great rest of your Summer!! 

Church School Comm. 

THE FRONT DOOR 

 
When our forefathers built their homes 
They wanted them to be strong 
Worthy of holding together 
 In any storm that came along 
 
The foundation was made of rocks 
Most likely gathered from the fields 
The structure was made of timbers 
Forged from the axes they might wield 
 
You will notice on our ancestors’ homes  
And if you look closely also on yours 
There is a very special design  
On many of those houses’ front doors 
 
The doors are made to be sturdy 
And to protect those who dwell therein 
But the panels form a wooden cross 
Providing more strength and protection 
 
When you see that cross let it be a reminder 
That you too can weather a storm 
That your strength comes from God and His 
Son 
Who will one day lead you home. 
 
Carol Whalen      July 2020 

Rummage Sale 

This years rummage Sale will be held in Old 
Town Hall next to the church. We have already 
moved many of the items donated earlier to that 
location. If you have items to donate you may 
bring them to Old Town Hall on Tuesday or 
Thursday between 9am and 11am. Some of us 
will be working there during those hours. If you 
are not able to deliver them during those hours 
call the office 562-2833 or Mayme at 568-1057 
to arrange a more convenient time. 
 

We have not been able to set a specific date at 
this time but are looking to September if the reo-
pening  allows it.  Helpers are always welcome. 
We are arranging and pricing donations. Social 
Distancing will be practiced at all times. 
 

Thanks for contributing to this our only fund rais-

er since closing. 

Mayme Lajoie 

Phone number 5681057 

Please Notify the Church Office When… 

  

· You or a family member would like a visit. 

· You have a change of address. 

· Your Phone number has changed. 

· Your email address has changed 

 

**Important so the church directory 

& contact information is current. 



TRUNK PARADE PICS OF OUR CONFIRMANDS AND FAMILY PROVIDED BY DEB SAMWELL 

Confirmands: 

Jimmy Salzer 
Bobby Crean 
Cailyn Cream 
Casey James 
Ella Hamel 
Sam Yesu 
Rachel Costigan Adams 
 



 Call the church office about                              
 hospitalizations and  prayer  
 list updates. 
 

If you know of someone in the congrega-
tion who has been hospitalized, has up-
coming surgery or in need of our prayers,  
please call the church office so that Pastor 
Julie knows. We would rather get ten 
phone calls about the same person, than 
not hear when someone is in need of pas-
toral care.  

August  Birthdays 

8/01-Julie Olmsted 

8/02- Debbie Yesu 

8/03-Tina Harris 

8/07- Fred Nason 

8/08-Justin Klaubert 
8/09– Michele Mayhew 

8/10-Jacob Combs 

8/12-Bruce Dunlop 

8/12 Grace Connors 

8/17 Carl Grobe 

8/18-Cindy LaPlante 

8/19-Merritt Andrews 

8/22-Donald Manley 

8/24- Grace Mayhew 

8/26-Kathy Sample 

8/27-Coretta Seguin 

8/28-Silas Yesu 

8/29-Sam Polley 

8/30-MaKenzie 
Glaze 

8/31-Ralph Cortis 

8/31-Michael Winer 
8/31-Denise Granger 

 

My dearest Church Family,  

My thank you to all of my 

church family who kept me in 

your prayers  and thoughts. 

I sincerely love you all, 
Peggy 

Our thank you to the following 

friends & members who 

brought in flowers to make the 

church services: look  beauti-

ful: 

Janet Kedzierski 
Linda. Hauk 

Cindy LaPlante 

On behalf of the Music Committee a big shout out 
to Allan Taylor.  During this time of our virtual 
worship, Allan has researched music, taped the 
service and then edited the service for posting.  
Our worship experience has been made richer 
because of the quality of the service that is post-
ed each week.  Thank you to Allan and all those 
that have put in so many hours 
to prepare these worship ser-
vices. 
 

Martha Roman, Chair 

After teaching 
first grade in 
Westfield for 29 
years I retired 
at the end of 
the year. I 
taught at Mose-
ley School when 
it reopened un-
til it closed 
again and then 
taught at Paper 
Mill. I taught 
almost 500 stu-
dents in my ca-
reer. 
*************** 
Congratulations 



 

             SUNDAY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

                   AUGUST 2ND, 9TH, 16TH, 23RD AND 30TH.      

          ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE SUNDAY SERVICES AT    

               

        THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT 10:00AM 

 Summer Flowers  
 

Each Sunday our Sanctuary is 
decorated with fresh floral ar-
rangements on the Altar,  If you 
have flowers you would like to 
decorate the sanctuary  with 
please call Peggy (568-2833) for 
more information.  
 

 

 

To my Church Family 

I am very thankful for all of your cards, thoughts and pray-
ers during my recent tune up.  I am on my way back up. 

I am very excited about opening our doors for live services 
on Sunday mornings. 

Thanks to all who are making that hap-
pen.  Hope to see you there. 

Wishing you all good health. 

Bob Brownlee 

Thanks to those who provided assistance during 
Sunday services for those who did not have access 
to  face book and YouTube.  

Cindy LaPlante,. Steve Pierce, Janet Kedzierski, 
Tom Samwell, and Judy Lyon. Your attention to co-
rona -19 requirements made it possible for these 
services to happen safely.  

Your moderator,.  

Mayme Lajoie 

Lisa & Joe Crean, Mayme Lajoie &  
Judy Lyon at their tag sale.  Of course Judy 
can’t resist buying an item.  Picture supplied 
by Deb Samwell 

       SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 

Your Search Committee continues to work diligent-
ly on The First Congregational Church profile. 
Thanks to all of you who have returned your cen-
sus and survey forms. This is an important way for 
us to know what you are looking for in a settled 
pastor, where you see our strengths as well as are-
as in need of improvement , and how you envision 
our church as it moves forward.  
 

If you haven’t already returned these forms, please 
do so. Let your voice be heard.  
 

Janet St. Jean, Search Committee Chair 



 CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP UPDATE 

 

We will not be able to gather for a Chris�an Fellowship mee�ng in September, as health re-

stric�ons for our group must be considered.   We are hoping that with the 

though�ul openings that are happening, we will be able to proceed with 

programs in the early Fall.    

  STAY TUNED, STAY WELL.    Judy Lyon   

2020  MISSION  WEEK   IS  HAPPENING  !!!! 

We have worked out a plan and a date.   The week will be August 17 – 22.  Following  the 

guidelines of our own Corona 19 commi7ee, we will not be able to prepare food in our kitch-

en to deliver to the Samaritan Inn and Our House.  We will not be able to collect canned 

goods and other non-perishable items for the Food Bank.  Our mission this year will be to 

raise money for the  WESTERN MASS FOOD BANK.   

We are looking for helpers for these projects:   

1) If you have an outdoor project for us to do at your property, please send in a request and 

we will get a small group out there to do it.    

2) order pizza/grinders for the Samaritan Inn and Our House.  Jean Zimmerman is organiz-

ing this. 

3) A walk/run with par�cipants raising money through sponsors.  This will be done by indi-

vidual walkers or distanced groups on the “rail trail” or other places chosen by the group.  

Money raised will be given to the Food Bank.   Sponsors should be friends and family.  Pastor 

Julie is organizing this. 

4) Mask give-away.   We will have gatherings of less than 10 persons in our fellowship hall 

for sewing masks.   On Tuesday and Thursday of mission week, bring your sewing machine 

and a sandwich at 9:30 AM.   Fabric, elas�c, cookies and drinks will be provided.   Those who 

would rather make masks in their home can donate them to this project.  Fabric will be avail-

able on Sundays aEer the service.  These masks will be given away on Saturday, August 22 in 

front of the church to passerby's.   A basket to take a free-will dona�on for the Food Bank will 

be available if people wish to contribute.  Judy Lyon is organizing this 

PLEASE  SEND  RESPONSES to help with our mission week, or request help at your home out-

doors.  Emails go to oldlyons22 @gmail.com OR phone calls to the church office – (413) 568-

2833 



World Service Committee  Westfield Food Pantry 

Many of you have donated food each month to the Westfield Food Pantry.  During this pandemic, 

the pantry is unable to accept donations due to concerns about virus transmission.  To 

meet the changing needs of the community they have adapted their services .  The 

Food Pantry is offering No-Contact Food Drops, distributing food through scheduled 

Drive-Through Food Pantries, maintaining their Free Little Food Pantry outside of the 

Church of the Atonement, and partnering with North Elm Butcher Block to provide 

bags of fresh groceries to needy Westfield residents.  If you would like to support this mission, you 

can make donations online at their website – www.westfieldfoodpantry.org – or mail a check to:  

Westfield Food Pantry, 101 Meadow Street, Westfield 

Samaritan Inn 

Jennifer at the Samaritan Inn said they have a great need for regular coffee, sugar packets, pow-

dered creamer and Sweet ’n Low.  There is also a need for men’s tank tops and new, white crew 

socks.  As you may know, the clients have very few possessions, and one of the most valuable is 

socks.  Socks get dirty and develop holes and tears.  Replacing the socks is important for 

good foot health and a sense of well-being.   If you can swing by the Samaritan Inn at 7 

Free Street with any of those items, they will be greatly appreciated. 

Our Community Table – Westfield Soup Kitchen 

The Soup Kitchen has reorganized their meal service due to the pandemic and will be providing only 

bagged meals.  We have been asked to continue our participation on the 4
th
 Tuesday of each 

month.   There is no need for servers or dishwashers at this time.  If you have questions, please call 

either Jean Zimmerman at 413-214-3106.or Mayme Lajoie at 413-568-1057 

 

World Service Committee:  Louise Thompson, Jean Zimmerman, Darlene Biggs 

GLS Script.  So much more than Gas and Groceries  

Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to support our church every time you shop. We offer a great variety of 

brands in addition to your weekly gas and grocery purchases. From dining and entertainment to home im-

provement and beyond, we have all your shopping needs covered! Buy gift cards from some of these best-

selling national retailers: 

Home Depot, Home Goods, T.J. Maxx, Wal-Mart, Target, $10 and under Gift Cards, Books & Music, Din-

ing (Casual, Fine and On the Go [Burger King, Arby’s, Dunkin Donuts and so much more]) .  Great 

Gifts for your holiday shopping, birthdays and your college bound kids.   

Our enrollment code, is:2B3C7L7734826. 

Questions? Contact Cindy LaPlante text or call  413-364-6804 email cindylaplante5@gmail.com. 

 



We’re on the web! 

Www.churchonthegreen.org 

First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

Yes Judy, they do come back! 


