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Greetings New Friends! 

I was pleased to serve as your guest pastor on November 4, and little did I realize that my pres-

ence with you would lead to an invitation to consider serving as your part time “bridge pastor” 

for the next few months.  I’m one who believes in “God moments”  (those unexpected moments 

when something comes along that is congruent with thoughts you’ve been having), and your 

invitation came at just such a moment:  For one,  I’m soon ending responsibilities as President 

of the Residents at Loomis Village in South Hadley, and secondly, since retiring I’ve given 

thought to being open to an opportunity such as a “bridge pastor” and  working once again in a 

limited way in a local congregation (the last time was from 1983-1993). 

So, while I’m “new” in your midst, I’ve already discovered after one week here that this is a con-

gregation filled with activity, dedicated people, and a wonderful staff.  I sense that many mem-

bers are open to trying some new things and to thinking in new ways as you move into the New 

Year and the future, and I hope that in my short time in your midst I can help you a bit on this 

journey! 

I come to you with a different set of experiences, having been a Conference Minister who has 

worked with about 300 different congregations over 18 years in 4 different Conferences 

(encompassing 13 different States in the west, the interior, and the east).  And now with your 

invitation I get to share from my life in new ways!  I hope that some things I’ve learned along the 

way may prove beneficial to you. 

A U.C.C. resource entitled “Imaging the WORD” says this about ritual cycles and Advent:  We 

begin (ritual cycles) where we end.  The Advent season begins the liturgical year�with stories 

about the end time: “Stay awake!”  “Live in expectation!”  “Watch for signs of the reign of God!”  

But in our end is our beginning: the signs of God’s reign 

point us to the birth of something new. (Volume 2, 1995)    

May it be so for you = and for me! -- Randy 

 

  

 

 



   A Very Merry  

Christmas to all the 

Church School  

Families from the 

Church School  

Committee!  

Church School News  
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 Christmas Eve Family Service 

Scheduled for December 24th at 5:30 PM.  Please 
let Church School know if your 
family will NOT be participating on 
Christmas Eve.  Otherwise, your 
child will be assigned a part.  Re-
hearsal for the pageant is 
Wednesday, December 19th at 

5:30 PM.  We will have pizza, snacks and a few 
surprises=. 

Starting your holiday shop-

ping??  Need time to shop with-

out your kids?  Take advantage 

of our Drop & Shop, Saturday, 

December 1st.   

We welcome your teens and youth for a fun 

night  of food and games while you get your 

shopping done.  Sign-up in the Church 

School office by November 29th, so we have 

enough supervision.  Drop and Shop runs 

from 5:30-10:00PM. 

Salvation Army Adopt-a-Family Program 

The Church School is again going to be a part 
of this program for Christmas 2018 

We will get the names of two families and what 
they need for Christmas 

Typically their needs are clothing, toys and 
food gift cards.  There will be a sign up board 
in front of the office on Dec. 2nd.  Please help 
us help these families.  If you would prefer, a 
cash donation is always welcomed and our 
“elves will do the shopping.  Thanks for all your 
help. 

Pictures taken from the pumpkin carving event. 

Parents Please Note:  
The Nursery and Church School will 
be closed for Christmas Break on De-
cember 30th will reopen on January 
6th.        



Holiday Faire 2018Holiday Faire 2018Holiday Faire 2018Holiday Faire 2018    
We have successfully presented another wonderful Holiday Faire setting the mood for the upcom-
ing season. As we opened the doors to the church, the community came to visit. With the dedica-
tion of those who worked for many hours to create the wonderland of the holiday it came to depict 
the traditional New England Faire. 
 

Special thanks to many who worked to provide this. Those who deserve special thanks are Lynn 
Brownlee, who single handedly create the wonderland in the Library . Bob Brownlee provided the 
lights which put the finishing touch on the room. Lynn and Beverly Gamble decked the sanctuary 
with another delightful display of quilts. Each year it is unique and beautiful. 
The work before hand was completed by the dedicated team of Joan Deacon, Jean Zimmerman, 
Judy Lyon and many others. They spent many hours creating items for display using materials we 
have collected over the years. We are so fortunate to have access to their talent. The creation of 38 
gift baskets had everyone interested in the raffle and awaiting the drawing. 
I’d like to acknowledge our painters Karen Lajoie. Sherry Balzano, Carol Whalen and Judy 
Schrecke . 
 

Each item donated and there were many, represented a commitment to our church.  
Tracy Gervais who with her teens created a Fudge Fantasy to draw a large number of customer to 
the faire. It is wonderful to have the youth participate in many areas of the Faire.  We can’t overlook 
our kitchen team Cindy LaPlante, Ardelle Zych, Tina Dunlap, and Joey Crean who filled each re-
quest for a favorite food item. Linda Hauk called in the orders and oversaw that they were filled cor-
rectly and everyone was happy.  
 

The many hands involved do not allow me to name each but you are all special in my book. It does 
become an all church fair when you realize how many pitched in. 
When asked how many years we have worked on this event most of us do not remember exactly 
but our involvement has evolved over the years. Now we depend on younger members to tread the 
stairs bringing finished items up to the dining room. Without this group of younger members we 
could not do this. 
 

To all who helped in any way my sincere thanks. 
 

Sincerely,. Mayme Lajoie 

Meet my family 

Son next to me in photo 
lives in Spokane, WA -- 
the rest live in Easth-
ampton, MA -- 2 daugh-
ters on far right. 

 

Randy Hyvonen 
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Family Concerts of  

First Congregational Church  

Community Carol Festival 
 

 

 

 

A Celebration of traditional  

Christmas music for choir,  

organ, brass, and audience 
  

Saturday, December 1st at  4 PM  

Featuring 
The Senior Choir of First Church 

Moriah Chamber Choir 

The New England Brass Quartet 
  

There is no charge for admission.  A free will offer-
ing will be received at the door.  A reception will fol-
low in the Fellowship Hall. 

GLS Script.  So much more than Gas and 

Grocery 

 

Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to sup-

port our church every time you shop. We offer 

a great variety of brands in addition to your 

weekly gas and grocery purchases. From din-

ing and entertainment to home improvement 

and beyond, we have all your shopping needs 

covered! Buy gift cards from these best-selling 

national retailers: 

Check it out at    

 

 

Our enrollment code, is:2B3C7L7734826. 
 

Questions? Contact Cindy LaPlante text or 
call  413-364-6804 email  

cindylaplante5@gmail.com. 
 

WWW.shopwithscrip.com  
for a complete list 

 Memorial Flowers  

Each Sunday our Sanctuary is deco-
rated with fresh floral arrangements 
on the Altar. There are many people 
and several groups in the Church as 
well as people from out of town who 

give flowers as a memorial, special celebration 
or holiday remembrance. Some have given 
flowers for many years around the same date 
or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to think 

of people! After each service, the flowers are 
made into smaller bouquets which are given to 
sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If you 
would like to give Altar flowers for a particular 
Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for 
more information. The cost of an arrangement 
is $25.00. 

 

Winter Storm CancellationsWinter Storm CancellationsWinter Storm CancellationsWinter Storm Cancellations    

If you think a church worship service or large 

event may be cancelled due to a storm, 

please tune in to TV22 or log on to 

WWLP.com or WGGB.com for cancellations. 
  

Small meeting cancellations and rehearsals 

will be handled by email and phone calls. 

  

    

        



Budget Hearing December 16th  
 The Budget Committee will  hold an Annual 
Budget Hearing immediately following church 
on Sunday December 16th. This meeting is to 

present the 2019 budget to  church members. Every-
one is invited to Fellowship Hall and share their com-
ments, concerns and insights at this hearing.  

Attention All Committee Chairs 

 

     The annual reports from all  

     Committee Chairs are due  

    January 14th.   

The Christmas Concert Com-
mittee would like to thank 
the parishioners and friends 
who volunteered to distribute 
the concert posters. It was 
huge help and it was so appre-
ciated.  
 

Thank you to:  Noah Perkins, Marlene Hills, Tom 
Lorenzen, Lesley Lorenzen, Libby Dillingham, Al 
Chamberlain, Tom Samwell, Debbie Butler, Joan 
Deacon, Judy Lyon, Cindy Gaylord, Roberta Kow-
al, Betsy Gaylord, Roger Zimmerman, Beth Bald-
win, Patrick Lyman, Ann Mundy, Jackie Thayer, 
Tina Dunlap, Martha Roman, Steve Pierce, Lennie 
Seher, Patrice Metcalf, Gloria Barnes, Carol Fin-
ney, Laura Holtz, Jim Kinney, and Mark Winer. 
 

Submitted by Sandra Chamberlain 

The pictures of our energizer bunny ladies, 

youth and beautiful quilts were submitted by 

Deb Samwell.  Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this 
years Food Pantry Walk, either by 
walking or making a contribution to 
support our First Congregational 
2018 team.   



December Birthdays 
 

12/04 Rachel Bilodeau  
12/04 Dale Fanion 

12/08 Alice Flyte 

12/09 Barry Plumley 

12/09 Libby Irwin  
12/10 Jean Zimmerman 

12/12 Judy Lyon 

12/13 Tim Marx 

12/13 Bob Rising 

12/14 Al Chamberlain 

12/16 Donna Barnes 

12/16 Christian Gervais 

12/18 Nancy Osowski  
12/19 James Irwin 

12/22 Lynn Rea       
12/23 Carly James 

12/29 Robert Rea 

12/29 Grace Chan 

Franklin Avenue School Needs Our Assistance  

As you may know, a large percentage of the population served by Franklin Avenue School is disad-
vantaged.  With the coming holidays and school breaks, many of the school children will not have 
access to daily breakfast and lunch that the school provides.  Chris Tolpa, principal, and Kate 
Fahey, adjustment counselor, are requesting the following items; these can be given to the students 
as they leave for the school break. 

• Individual size fruit bowls, such as pears, peaches, apple sauce 

• Individual sizes of popcorn, pretzels 

• Lara mini bars (Z bars) 
• Portion size containers of peanut butter 
• Peanut butter crackers 

• Cheese crackers 

• Individual pasta "meals", for example, Chef Boyardee-type meals 

• Macaroni and cheese, individual or boxed 

• Dried fruit, such as raisins 

• Juice boxes 

 

Let us show our love for God and our community by joining together to meet the needs of the chil-

dren  at Franklin Avenue School. Please put your donations in the box labeled Franklin Avenue 

School.  A BIG thank you from the children and staff at Franklin Avenue School 

Christian Fellowship 

During our November 8th meeting the Westfield High School 
Show Chorus entertained us with songs which were quite 
reminiscent and innovative.  Under the direction of Korey Bru-
no the youngsters impressed us with their talent and poise.   
It was truly like a Broadway show.  All enjoyed this treat and 
the refreshments served after the performance.          

Our Christmas luncheon and Yankee Swap will be held on 
Thursday December 13th at 11:30.  We will enjoy a tradi-
tional turkey dinner catered by our own Cindy LaPlante.  Tick-
ets will be on sale for $12.50 a plate after Church service on 
December 2 and 9.  Please join us and bring a wrapped $5 
gift for the Yankee Swap which is always a lot of fun.   

Respectfully submitted,  Judy Lyon, Chairperson of Christian 
Fellowship 

God Loves a Cheerful  

(and Faithful) Giver 
 

As we head into a busy winter season here at church, we rely 

on income from pledges to support our ministries. Please 

keep your pledge up to date. If you have any questions 

please call the Church Treasurer Cindy LaPlante  568-2833.  



Year End Financial Statements will 

be mailed to all contributors by January 

31, 2019.  All contributions for 2018 

must be in the church office by Decem-

ber 31st.  

Thank you  

Cindy LaPlante, 

Treasurer 

 

 

Christmas Services at  First Congregational Church of Westfield    
 

Sunday, December 2nd 10AM 

Join us as we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent by lighting the first candle, the candle of 
“Hope”. Please bring your white gifts to church today. 
 

Sunday December 9th 10AM 

On this day, we celebrate the second Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Peace”  
 

Sunday, December 16th 10AM  
On this day, we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Joy”  
 

Sunday,  December 23rd: 
Poinsettia Sunday 

Sunday Morning Service 10AM 

We celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Love” .  
This Church Service will have music featuring First Church Choir and Soloists, accompanied by 
the New England Brass Quartet and organist Allan Taylor.   
 

 

Monday, December 24th Christmas Eve Family Service 5:30 PM   
This Christmas Eve Service is for children and their families.  The Youth of First Church will tell 
the Story of Christmas in a Christmas Pageant.   
 

10:00 PM Candlelight Service -A Festival of Lessons and Carols.  Celebrate the birth of 
Jesus with traditional readings and carols. The Senior Choir will lead the musical portions of the 
service, which will culminate in the lighting of candles as we share the light of Christ. 

Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the copy room is where you 

will find a “Church Use Request Form”, forms for 

“Request for Custodial Assistance”, “Request for Use of 

Church Property and Request for Reimbursement”.  Al-

so a First Church Phone Directory can be found here. 
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Christmas Poinsettia 

Order Form 

Each year our church is decorated with beautiful Poinsettia 

plants donated in memory of loved ones. This year “Poinsettia Sunday” will be on Decem-

ber 23rd . After the service these plants will be taken to church members who are ill and 

those in hospitals and nursing homes. If you would like to order a Poinsettia please fill 

out the attached order form and return it to the church office. 

  I am placing my order for _______ Poinsettia’s at $10.00 each 

 Given by: _______________________________________________________________________ 

  In memory of :  ________________________________________________________________ 

 Please return order forms to the church office no later than December 18th, with checks  

payable to:  “First Congregational Church” 

Call the church office about hospitalizations  
and prayer list updates 

If you know of someone in the congrega-
tion who has been Hospitalized, has upcoming 
surgery or in need of our prayers,  please call 
the church office so that the deacons, Rev. 
Randy & the office knows. We would rather get ten phone 
calls about the same person, than not hear when some-
one is in need of pastoral care.  

From the Desk of the Treasurer 

Did you know=====.. 

You can use your online banking to pay 

your pledge.  Just set up: 

First Congregational Church of Westfield 

18 Broad St. 

Westfield, MA  01085 

for a monthly payment. 

 

Thank you, Cindy LaPlante 

Hearing Devices are available for your use during 

the worship service.   If you are missing any words of 

our service we suggest you give it a try.  

Just ask an usher for one.   We are sure 

it will make the service much more enjoy-

able.   

Tickets for the Christian Fel-

lowship Christmas Lunch-

eon & Yankee Swap will be 
on sale after church on Dec. 
2nd & 9th.  The price per per-

son is $12.50.  The menu includes roasted 
turkey with all the fixings & will be catered 
by Cindy LaPlante.. 

            Come and join the fun! 

THE HARVEST DINNER RECAP 

The dinner was very successful fund raiser.  The re-

sults will be listed next month.  Cindy LaPlante’s menu 

was of roast pork and winter vegetables were enjoyed 

by all. Thanks to all our helpers.  
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Dear Friends, 

Christmas is a joyous time of year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. This commemo-

ration of Christ’s birth has included the giving of gifts to our loved ones, as well as an 

opportunity to give to those who are less fortunate. 
 

Our congregation, through the World Service Committee, allocates funds to 3 groups of 

missions during the year. Internationally, we support: Heifer Project and Helo Haiti.  Na-

tionally, we support: Morgan Scott Project, The Maine Seacoast Mission, and Back Bay 

Mission. Locally, our support goes to: Behavioral Health Network for Kamp for Kids Kampership, Westfield 

Food Pantry, The Salvation Army, American Red Cross, New Beginnings, Our Community Table, The Kin-

ship Fund, Our House and The Samaritan Inn.   We also give our support to Our Church’s Wider Mission 

(OCWM), we participate in the annual Walk for the Westfield Food Pantry, and our church actively partici-

pates in serving meals at the Community Table. 
 

Twice a year, at Christmas and Easter, the World Service Committee has a special collection to supple-

ment funding for our missions. All the monies received go towards different purposes: buying an animal to 

help a family, providing a healthy meal, education supplies, helping people to sustain themselves, and so 

much more. As this passage from Hebrews 13:16 states, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 

have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God”. 

 In the Christmas spirit of giving, we kindly ask that you remember those who are in need and give what 

you are able. Envelopes will be located in the pews and at the entrances to the sanctuary, or you may 

leave your gift in the church office. 

  

With blessings to all of you, 

Your World Service Committee,  Dorothy Cichonski, Chairperson 

Linda Hauk, Sharon Connor, Carrie Salzer, Darlene Biggs, Lisa Queenin, Jean Zimmerman 

A THANK YOU TO FIRST CHURCH 

On behalf of Carly and Emery James, the James Family and all those that participated in the benefit 

concert held on Sunday November 4th we want to express our deep gratitude for all First Church 

contributed to make this event such a success. 

It was heartwarming to see our church filled with people and the beautiful voices and music provid-

ed by all those that performed in the show.   

The baked goods and beverages that were available during the intermission and reception were ap-

preciated by everyone and all the hard work by church members to make sure everything ran 

smoothly was a wonderful tribute to the strength of a church that models strong Christian values. 

We are thrilled to report that the concert raised over $4500.00 dollars to help the Kinship Fund pro-

vide needy and homeless teens with hope for their futures.  As the Grandparents of Carly and Em-

ery James we are filled with pride as we watch their generation unselfishly work to help others. 



November 9, 2018 
 

As many of you know, I buy slip on shoes, hats, gloves and socks with a portion of our annual Red 
Cross donation for local fire clients.  These items are handed out little by little all through the year.  
Recently I had an experience that I would like to share with everyone. 
 

At 6:00am on November 8th I was called to a fire in Amherst involving an elderly housing complex 
where one person was seriously injured and the entire complex was being evacuated.  When our 
Red Cross team arrived on scene we found approximately 50 residents assembled in a community 
room near the housing complex.  Many were in wheelchairs, in fragile health, and traumatized by 
their experience.  The Amherst community had done an amazing job of quickly meeting their needs 
and when we arrived there wasn’t much for us to do—until I pulled out the socks from First Congre-
gational Church.  No one was wearing socks and their feet were so cold.  We handed out colorful 
cozy lounge socks to everyone and the bright colors made them laugh.  They were looking for their 
favorite colors and a few people with circulation problems got two layers of socks. For a few 
minutes everyone forgot what had just happened to them, the whole experience touched my heart.  
We were with them for almost twelve hours until most of them were finally able to return to their 
apartments and every time I walked by a group of people they would wiggle their colorful feet at me 
and smile.  Over and over again I heard “God bless First Congregational Church!”  This fire was 
barely reported in the news that day, but I wanted all of you to know how much your donation meant 
to a small group of people, in a small New England town, one cold November morning.  Thank you. 
 

Dorothy Cichonski 
Red Cross Volunteer 
World Service Chairman 
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Christmas Services at  First Congregational Church of Westfield    
 

Sunday, December 2nd 10AM 

Join us as we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent by lighting the first candle, the candle 
of “Hope”. Please bring your white gifts to church today. 
 

Sunday December 9th 10AM 

On this day, we celebrate the second Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Peace”  
 

Sunday, December 16th 10AM  
On this day, we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Joy”  
 

Sunday,  December 23rd: 
Poinsettia Sunday 

Sunday Morning Service 10AM 

We celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent by lighting the candle of “Love” . 
This Church Service will have music featuring First Church Choir and Soloists, accompa-
nied by the New England Brass Quartet and organist Allan Taylor.   
 

 

Monday, December 24th Christmas Eve Family Service 5:30 PM   
This Christmas Eve Service is for children and their families.  The Youth of First Church 
will tell the Story of Christmas in a Christmas Pageant.   
 

10:00 PM Candlelight Service -A Festival of Lessons and Carols.  Celebrate the 
birth of Jesus with traditional readings and carols. The Senior Choir will lead the musical 
portions of the service, which will culminate in the lighting of candles as we share the light 
of Christ. 


