
Dear Friends, 

In March of last year, the artist Seamus Moran unveiled his sculpture “Harness Armour for 
Birds” in England at the Tower of London. (check it out at www.artlyst.com/.../seamus-moran-

harness-armour-birds). The sculpture had been inspired by something Moran had seen on an 
earlier visit to the Tower.  In an exhibit on medieval armor, he was disturbed to see of a suit of 
armor crafted for a child.  Standing among rows of suits of armor for men and horses, this little 
metal suit got Moran’s attention.  The armor was probably intended only for ceremonial uses, 
not for warfare.  Still, Moran wondered, what sort of world glorifies war and violence so much 
that it would dress a child in metal so heavy he could barely have been able to move? 

 

Moran’s creation points out how ridiculous it is to craft protection so heavy it defeats the bird’s 
purpose.  Birds are created to fly; the armor weighs them down.  As the Rev. Quinn Caldwell 
puts it, “At what point do you become so self-protected that you can no longer do the thing you 
were created to do?  How much protection do you need?  And how much can you bear before 
you stop being able to grow, or fly?”* 

In his letter to the young church at Rome, the apostle Paul urges those followers of Jesus not to 
put on the heavy armor of the world, but to put on the armor of light that Jesus provides: 

“Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably 
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy.  Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ”  (Romans 13: 12 – 14). 

Quinn Caldwell goes on, “Jesus knew about burdens, the ones the world gives us and the ones 
we give ourselves.  He knew about harnesses, and yokes.  Don’t put on the heavy armor, he 
said.  Put on the light armor.  Don’t put on the armor that smells like grease and machines and 
war.  It might protect you, but it will sink you to the ground.  Instead, put on the armor that feels 
like feathers on the wind and smells like the sun on a child’s skin.  Don’t put on the world, he 
said.  Put on me.”* 

On the 14th of this month, we will enter into the season of Lent.  May Lent be a season for us to 
loosen our grip on the heavy defenses we cling to, and put on the light-as-a-feather armor of 
light that Jesus provides. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

          

 

* Rev. Quinn Caldwell, “Bird Armor.” UCC Daily Devotional, Sept. 10, 2017 
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Church School News 
Sunday, February 11th is our Pasta 
Luncheon, includes salad, roll & des-
sert.  We will also celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with a surprise raffle.  There will be a 
sign up sheet on the Church School 
Board. 

 

    

Heifer Kick Off 

February 11th: Dress Down Tickets go on sale  

March 18th: Pancake Brunch to benefit Heifer. 

March 18th:  Heifer Bake Sale and Dress Down 

Day. 

Happy Ground Hog Day!  Are you wishing for six more 
weeks of winter or are you ready for Spring?  
In February the Church School Committee is 
planning their Pasta Luncheon for February 
11th 

- something to warm your hearts wheth-
er you want Winter or Spring.  We will also 
be selling Dress Down Day Tickets for Heifer 

as we kick off our Heifer Mission. Dress Down day will be 
March 18th..   Easter is early this year so we will be start-
ing our Heifer activities in February.  

Tracy—Church School Director 

Silly Sock Sunday 
saw lots of support 
as we worked to-
gether to collect 
new, unused 
socks for those in 
need.  Socks are 
the most needed, 
and least request-
ed item in shelters.  
Together the won-
derful people of 
First Church came 
together to provide 
a bounty of warm, 
new socks.  With 
the unusually cold 
winter, these 
socks will be very 
well received.  
Thank you all for 
your help and sup-
port! 

PJ day  Sunday, February 18th 

 

 

  

The Church School will be holding its annual Pa-

jama Day on Sunday, February 18th. Children 

will go right upstairs for movies and fun!!!            

     Bring Your Own Snack 
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There will be NO Line Dancing in 

February.  Will give an update 
when Miss Ardelle returns. 

February Birthdays 

Happy Birthday! 

2/01 Sarah Grobe 
2/02 Andrea Polley 
2/03 Stuart Gamble 
2/03 Judy Klaubert 
2/05 Grace Gamble 
2/05 Marion White 
2/06 Gloria Barnes 
2/07 Cailyn Crean 
2/07 Bobby Crean 
2/09 Phyllis Lindberg 
2/09 Russell Klaubert 
2/10 Kailey Downs 
2/11 Mary Zimmerman 
2/14 Ryder McGuire 
2/15 Jim Yesu 
2/17 Lennie Seher 
2/17 Daniel Koehne 
2/17 Abigail Polley 
2/19 Darlene Biggs 
2/21 Judith McClure 
2/21 Jackie Thayer 
2/21 Mariah Miller 
2/23 Jack Stone 
2/24 Billy Balzano 

2/24 Joyce Pollard 
2/24 Joslyn Fillion 
2/25 Sandra Jasmin 
2/25 Julia Kubik 
2/25 Samuel Kubik 
2/26 Lesley Lorenzen 
2/26 Karen Hawks 
2/26 Laura Holtz 
2/27 Katie LaPlante 
2/28 Sandra Chamberlain 
2/28 William Reed 
 
 
 

February  5    Worship, Symbols & the  

                         Liturgical Year 

February 12   no class; attend Ash  

     Wednesday service. 

February 19   No Class - February Vacation 

February 26    History of Christianity 

 

February Confirmation Schedule 

Join our church school as they tackle hunger 
for the Westfield Food Pantry.  Sunday,  

February 4th will be “Soup”er 
Bowl Sunday.  Please bring in a 
can (or 2) and help feed our hun-
gry neighbors.  

Family Movie Night 

Join us on Friday, February 23rd for our family 
movie night.  The movie this month is “Two 
Brothers”. 
 

Doors open at 6:15, movie starts 
at 6:30.   
We had quite a few families for 
the January movie and hope to 
see even more in FebruaryH.. 

First Church Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 4th, 2018 

Snow day Feb. 11th 

11:15 AM 

First Church Fellowship Hall 

In accordance with the By-laws of the First Congre-

gational Church, Westfield, MA The An-

nual Meeting has been scheduled Sun-

day, February 4th.  All members are 

encouraged to attend.  

Ash Wednesday Service  
February 14, 7 PM 

 

 We will gather to mark the beginning of 
the church season of Lent on Wednes-
day, February 14th at 7 PM.  For those 
who so desire, ashes will be placed on 

the forehead as a sign of repentance and 
new life.  The service will be held at:  

          Church of the Atonement 
                    36 Court St. 
             Westfield, MA  01085 



        Women’s Fellowship MeetingWomen’s Fellowship MeetingWomen’s Fellowship MeetingWomen’s Fellowship Meeting    
February 8February 8February 8February 8thththth, 2018 at 1:00 pm, 2018 at 1:00 pm, 2018 at 1:00 pm, 2018 at 1:00 pm    

Our Speaker: Pastor Elva PawleOur Speaker: Pastor Elva PawleOur Speaker: Pastor Elva PawleOur Speaker: Pastor Elva Pawle    
    

Our next meeting will be on February 8th at the church at 1PM.  Our 
speaker will be Pastor Elva Pawle on the subject “The Greatest Job “The Greatest Job “The Greatest Job “The Greatest Job 
in the World”in the World”in the World”in the World”.  Even though a lot of us are “retired” we will have 
our ears perked up for what she has to say about this.  Perhaps we 
will get motivated to get out there and be more active.  Come and 
hear what she has in mind for all of us.   Refreshments and fellow-
ship will follow the program.    

    

“The Greatest Job in the World”“The Greatest Job in the World”“The Greatest Job in the World”“The Greatest Job in the World”    
   

On Sunday January 7th Libby Irwin spoke 
to the congregation about her mission trip 
to Haiti last summer.  It was a meaningful 
and life changing experience for her.   
Women’s Fellowship awarded her $1500 
through a program called LIGHT BEAR-
ERS SCHOLORSHIP FUND.   This fund 
was established by Miss Lucy Gillette and 
is for the youth of our church who wish to 
participate in Bible camp, religious retreats 
or any event that is church related.  Youth 
who wish to apply for financial assistance 
may obtain a form from one of our Wom-
en’s  Fellowship officers and submit it 
along with a letter of intent.   PLEASE  
SHARE  THIS  INFORMATION  TO  
THOSE   YOU  MAY  THINK  
WOULD  BE  INTERESTED. 
 

 

Submitted by Judy Lyon  

Each month we prepare and serve a meal at the 
Soup Kitchen.  Donations of food, help and  
service are always welcome. 
 

Thank you to Dr. & Mrs. Robert 

White and Lesley Lorenzen for 

their generous donation this 

month.   

Our church prepares a full meal the  4th Tues-

day of the month.  Our February date for the 

Community Table is the 27th. 

The deacons have made available a small quantity of 

gluten-free bread for those who need to 

avoid wheat. 



PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

Bob reported on the Old Town Hall situation at the 12/12/17 Church Committee meet-
ing..  We have received an estimate of $190,000 from contractor Leon Berneche for 
renovations to make the first floor handicapped accessible.  This amount would trigger 
an additional $130,000 for a sprinkler system for the building.  Bob says this brings us 
back to “square one” as far as renovations are concerned. 
 

Money from the Property Building and Maintenance funds will be used for church fire alarm up-
grades.  Bob reported that Property Committee is looking for the donation of a picnic table to be 
placed outside the Old Town Hall building.  Bob has proposed putting up a fence between the Stop 
and Shop parking lot and our dumpster, as customers are disposing their home trash in our dump-
ster.  Bob also requested that committees in charge of coffee hour take home the used dish towels 
to be laundered and returned to the church. 
 

A letter of thanks was sent to Westover Job Corps for work done on repointing exterior bricks of the 
church building.  This letter is posted on the bulletin board in the dining hall.  Judy reported 
that a letter of thanks and photos were sent to Dr Taylor and Richard Taylor for their gener-
ous donation of Department 57 Dicken’s Village pieces which were sold at our Holliday 
Faire. 
.   

A new zone valve for the library/bride’s rooms has been installed.  The cost was lower than Bob esti-
mated.  Emergency lights have been tested and repaired by Bob.  Fire extinguishers have 
been inspected and replenished by Mass Fire Technologies.  Bob and Patrick Lyman 
have serviced the air handlers in the dining room.   Still to do are the chapel, narthex and 
music room air handlers.  These will be done after the first of the year. 
.   
Our parking lot at 41 Broad Street is being plowed by Westfield State University which leases park-
ing spaces there.  Brad Moir who is also leasing some spaces, is doing the clearing of snow from 
sidewalks. 
   
In a recent test of our fire alarm system the fire alarm panel was found to be defective and not re-

pairable.  The choice was 1) a new panel at the cost of $5165 or 2) a communicator at 
the cost of $696.49 plus a monthly fee of $29.95.  After investigation and advice from 
Ed LaPlante, it was decided to install the communicator.  This was done on December 
29th .  
  

REMINDERS  Bob Brownlee, Judy Lyon and Tom Samwell will be leaving the commit-
tee after our January meeting.  Dick Pomeroy has moved and is no longer on the com-
mittee. Patrick Lyman will be joining the committee in February.   New members are 
being sought for our committee.  If you are interested, contact a member of the nomi-
nating committee. 
 

Submitted by Bob Brownlee, Chair of Property Committee 

Dear Friends, 
 
I am proud to be a member of such a caring congregation.  
Many, many thanks for the love and concern during my recent 
bereavement. 
 
Norma Woodruff 



HELO	Haiti	

TENTH	ANNIVERSARY	

HELO began in 2007 with 10 children in one small rented home.   
Today the orphanage is home to 65 children, living in three homes 
which are all now owned by HELO.  In 2007 the children were learn-
ing on slate boards, today they are learning on lap top computers, 
operating music studios and complicated 3D printers. They are learn-
ing trades, planting gardens, and working towards High School grad-
uation and college entrance exams.  All of us on World Service Com-
mittee feel so proud of this wonderful charity and the amazing work 
they have done in only ten years.  HELO is currently looking for trum-
pets and flutes to add to their new vibrant music program.  Please 
look for the latest newsletter in the mission basket outside the church 
office.  
  
Check out their new website at www.HeloHaiti.org. 

OUR WORLD SERVICE 

Debbie Samwell is happy to share 
the news of her daughter Lindsay 
Jayne Cushing's wedding 
on November 11, 2017 to Carl 
“Mark” Karchner Jr. at the Wood-
land Chapel in Stroudsburg, 
PA.  Her father, Brian Cushing, and 
her step-father, Tom Samwell, as 
well as some dear church friends 
and family members were able to 
attend the festivities. 
 

Lindsay is employed as 
a Knowledge Management Special-
ist by BookZurman, Inc., in Saint 
Petersburg, FL and Mark is em-
ployed as a contracted Senior Soft-
ware Engineer for Disney, 
in Celebration, FL.  They live near 
Tampa, FL. 
 

It takes a village to raise a child, 
and I thank you, my church family, 
for being that village who loved and 
encouraged her throughout her 
growing up years.   
 

 
 
Debbie   

Memory of 

Lindsay on 

her  

christening 

day. 

Beautiful picture  

of the bride and 

groom. 



Winter Storm Cancellations 

If you think a church worship service or large event may be 

cancelled due to a storm, please tune in to TV22 or log on 

to WWLP.com  for cancellations. 

Small meeting cancellations and rehearsals will be handled 

by email and phone calls. 

                       Memorial Flowers  
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated 

with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. 

There are many people and several groups 

in the Church as well as people from out of 

town who give flowers as a memorial, special 

celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have given 

flowers for many years around the same date or Sun-

day. This is such a beautiful way to think of people! Af-

ter each service, the flowers are made into smaller bou-

quets which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in 

members. If you would like to give Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for 

more information. The cost of an arrangement is 

$25.00. 

First Congregational Church  

Of Westfield 

 

 

 

Annual 

Corned Beef & 

 Cabbage Dinner 

 Saturday, March 10th 

5:30 PM 

Tickets 

Adults $12.50 

Children under 12 are free 

Menu:  Corned Beef - Cab-
bage - Irish Potatoes 

Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – 
Rolls with Butter 

Dessert and Beverage 

For Tickets or information 

Please call the 
Church Office  

  568-2833 

Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the 

copy room is where you will find  

“Church Use Request Form”, 

forms for “Request for Custodial 

Assistance”, “Request for Use of 

Church Property and Request 

for Reimbursement”.   

Also a First Church 

Phone Directory can 

be found here. 

Our Judy 

Lyon is 

pictured 

during the 

Renewal 

of   

Baptismal  

Vows On 

Sunday 

Jan. 14th. 



FROM THE MISSION TRIP GROUP 
Plans are being discussed regarding the MISSION  WEEK  2018.   We have had various experi-
ences in the past, and need to get things set for this coming summer.   We always invite the con-
gregation to join us on the mission, to donate food and funds to make this possible and for ideas of 
projects for the trip.   It would be greatly appreciated if you would give some thought to all of the 
above and relay your ideas to someone on the planning committee.   
 

Pastor Elva Pawle, Alice Flyte, Julie Kraus, Judy Lyon, Mayme Lajoie, Kathryn Graybill, Martha 
Roman, Jean Zimmerman, Patrick Lyman, Michael Winer.& Mike Stefanik.   
 

 

““““Churches Alive” Gatherings February 25 and March 25 after Worship 

Help First Church “Take Off” into an Exciting Future!* 
 

The Church Renewal Ministry Team invites everyone to gather after worship to share our ideas and 

open ourselves to God’s guidance as we discover God’s purpose for our church. 

There will be two gatherings: one on February 25, and one on March 25.  The gatherings will be 

mostly the same; it is not necessary to attend both.  Having two gatherings makes it possible for 

most of the congregation to attend.  *Wings, bread, and salad will be on the menu for the February 

25 meeting.  March 25 meeting menu to be determined. 

At both meetings, we will review the findings from the timeline, “what warms our hearts,” and the 

survey that was done in worship last June. We will hear the findings about our community that the 

Leadership Team has gathered from Mission Insight* and interviews with members of the Westfield 

community. After listening and prayer, we will craft a statement to express the three critical things 

that best describe the life-giving beliefs, nature, identity, and core values of our church. 

If you think the church needs to change, please come to one of these gatherings.  If you 

don’t want the church to change, please come to one of these gatherings.  

If you want to learn more about God’s purpose for our church, please come to one of these 

gatherings.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to anyone on the Church 

Renewal Ministry Team. 

Rick Gaylord, Martha Roman, Kathryn Graybill, Elva Pawle & Jim Yesu 

                                     Meals for Families in Crisis Situations 

The diaconate has decided to reinstate a program to provide meals to families in crisis  The pro-
gram will run for a trial period of approximately October 2017 through June 2018.  As long as 20 
people from the congregation are willing to provide no more than 2 meals per year.  
Sandra Chamberlain and Barbara James have developed and will oversee the pro-
gram as they did a few years ago.  If you would like to join this effort please contact 
Sandra Chamberlain or Barbara James for further information. 



From the PCRC committee. 

The Pastoral Congregational Relations Committee (PCRC) created a survey, with the intentions of 
receiving feedback regarding our church. We thank you for your candid and plentiful responses! The 
committee spent many hours reading and compiling a summary of all the comments that you 
shared. We read about your joys as well as your concerns and suggestions for the betterment of our 
church. A meeting was held and we presented these findings to Pastor Elva as well as Moderator 
Rick Gaylord. The PCRC was happy with the conversation and brainstorming of the Congregation’s 
comments that came from the first meeting. We are delighted to report that your concerns will con-
tinue to be considered and addressed by the PCRC in collaboration with Pastor Elva in subsequent 
meetings held for this express purpose. 
 

The PCRC wants to extend an invitation to any parishioner who feels that they would like to voice a 
concern, to please contact any of the PCRC committee members to do so. We highly encourage 
you to speak to the committee directly so that our church may continue to grow through loving com-
munication and understanding. Thank you.  
 

To review the PCRC’s summary of their survey 

The Pastoral Congregational Relations Committee (PCRC) does not have a budget and to be cost 

efficient we did not make copies for everyone. 

Starting Monday there will be five (5) copies in the office for you to review. 

We ask that you review them there and leave the copies in the office. 

Peggy will give you one of the copies and we ask that you sign the cover for us to recognize those 

who have reviewed the summary. 

From the Desk of the Treasurer 

Did you knowHHHHH.. 

You can use your online banking to 

pay your pledge.  Just set up: 

First Congregational Church of  
Westfield 

18 Broad St. 
Westfield, MA  01085 

           for a monthly payment. 

 

Thank you, Cindy LaPlante 

 

 

Call the church office about hospitalizations  
       and prayer list updates 

 

If you know of someone in the congregation who has been 
Hospitalized, has upcoming surgery or in need of our pray-
ers,  please call the church office so that Pas-
tor Elva knows. We would rather get ten phone 
calls about the same person, than not hear 
when someone is in need of pastoral care.  

Hearing Devices available Hearing devices are availa-

ble for your use during the worship service.   If you are 

missing any words of our service we suggest you give it a 

try.   Just ask an usher for one.   We are sure it will make 

the service much more enjoyable. 



Churches Alive Mission Insight Research 

One of the tools that the Churches Alive team is using is a website called Mission Insight.  It is not 

church related, though churches are using it, but was developed for use by corporations, nonprofits 

and political entities to target neighborhoods for marketing or expansion.  (Think Starbucks looking 

at the demographics and inclinations of a neighborhood as they explore opening a new store.) 

The information can be generated by county, zip code or simply by designating a center point and 

choosing a radius.  We looked at Westfield's zip code and, with the church as the center, radii of 5, 

1, 0.5 and 0.25 miles.  While the church's membership is from a wider radius, many of the of the de-

mographic indicators of our church (from the survey we completed) are similar to the Westfield zip 

code and the 5 mile radius.  The main outliers in that comparison are our adult educational attain-

ment (41% of members have graduate degrees compared to 12.1% of the general population) and 

the percentage of people over 65 (59% of the church to 17.8% of the general population).   

However, the demographics of those within the 5 mile radius are very different from those within the 

0.25 mile radius.  A few specifics are noted in the chart below.  If you would like more information 

about the results, please contact Kathryn Graybill. 

 

 

 

 

♦ Defined by Mission Insight as those giving more than $200 annually.   

♦ Our Church survey used percentage of income, rather than amount, and 96% of respondents 

support the church financially.  Also 77% donate to charitable organizations other than the 

church. 

Categories Our Church 5 mile radius 0.25 mile radius 

Single Parent Families 6% 30.5% 70.3% 

Graduate Degrees 41% 12.1% 4.6% 

Employed as Executive Man-
ager or Professional 

  

37.9% 22.2% 

Ethnicity - white 99% 90% 79% 

Ethnicity - Hispanic 0% 6% 14% 

*Charitable Giving - Religious   23.0% 27.6% 

*Charitable Giving - Social 
Services 

  

5.9% 12.5% 

People Aging in Place   27.3% 0.3% 

People who are Economically 
Challenged 

  

Less than 1% 12.8% 

People Considered Striving 
Singles 

  

Less than 1% 5.8% 



Please Notify the Church Office 

WhenG  

 � You or a family member would like a visit. 

 � You have a change of address. 

 � Your Phone number has changed. 

 � Your email address has changed 

First  Congregational Church Web Site 

 

churchonthegreen.org 

We are presently in the process of updating the church's website.  If you have any church event that should 
be added to the website calendar, please send an email to office@churchonthegreen.org or fill out a Web 
Site request form  with a brief summary of the event with date, time, cost if any.  If you do not submit your 
information to the office it will not be included on the web site.  

It is our intension to bring the site up to speed as soon as possible as it is a valuable tool to use to stay in-
formed as to what's happening at First Church. Please take time to check out the site and give us your 
feedback. 

You may notice a new colorful box outside 

the office area called “Lions Clubs Interna-

tional Recycle For Sight”.   We are asking 

members to please donate any usable eye-

glasses & help someone see well. 

  

We thank Mr. Bob Seher for overseeing this 
campaign and ensuring that they will be de-
livered to the Lion’s Club of Southampton.  

 

      

GLS Script.  So much more than Gas and Gro-

cery 

Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to support 

our church every time you shop. We offer a great 

variety of brands in addition to your weekly gas and 

grocery purchases. From dining and entertainment 

to home improvement and beyond, we have all your 

shopping needs covered! Buy gift cards from these 

best-selling national retailers: Check it out at   

 

 

Our enrollment code, is:2B3C7L7734826. 

Questions? Contact Cindy LaPlante text or call  
413-364-6804 email  

cindylaplante5@gmail.com 

                 WWW.shopwithscrip.com  
                      for a complete list 



 

  First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

Annual Corned Beef & Cab-
bage Dinner Saturday, 
March 10th, 5:30 PM. 

 

Tickets Adults 

$12.50 Children un-

der 10 are free 

Menu:  Corned Beef 

- Cabbage - Irish Potatoes-

Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – Rolls 

with Butter Dessert and Bever-

age.  For Tickets or information 

Please call the Church Office. 

 

TRAUMA MAMAS 

Hi!  Trauma Mamas is meet-

ing again at 10:00 a.m. on 

Thursday, February 15th . 

For caregivers raising children 

with histories of early childhood 

trauma (Pre/Post-

Adoptive/Guardianship).   

The focus of this peer-led group 

will be on the unique needs and 

experiences of the CAREGIV-

ERS, and establishing re-

sources and relationships for on-

going support. Group is open to 

parents with children of all ages, 

all faiths. 

This will be a free daytime par-

ent-led group in Westfield. 

Sunday, February 11th is our 

Pasta Luncheon, includes  

salad, roll & dessert.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

There will be a sign up sheet on 
the Church School Board. 

 

 


