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Dear Friends,
Over the last several years First Congregational Church has had an ongoing discussion about
how to make our church more visible and welcoming to the community. During the Holiday Faire
attendees were heard to say “I thought this church was closed”. It is heart breaking to think that
we are not more welcoming to the community. Participants of the Faire also commented on how
beautiful our sanctuary is. There are also comments about our friendly congregation. Others
who have attended our dinners voice approval of the dinners we produce annually.
Recently during our Church Committee meeting we discussed being involved in the celebration
of Westfield 350th Anniversary. It was suggested that we create a float for the parade in May
and that is being done. Following that we were approached to host two lecture that are part of
the City’s celebration. Although Shay’s Rebellion does not have a direct connection to our
church, Reverent Taylor is part of our church’s rich History. We welcomed this opportunity to be
involved in both of these events. What a wonderful way to connect to our community.
Many of our members attended the first Wednesday Lecture and commented on the number of
people who were at Westfield State University. The response to the Shay’s rebellion was overwhelming with 378 people in attendance. The Birthday committee became aware of the need for
space to accommodate those wishing to attend the lectures. The Westfield Athenaeum’s auditorium would accommodate about one hundred and twenty five people. The Birthday committee
requested that we host several of the lecture scheduled for the Athenaeum. We were happy to
be close by and have the space for these events. How fortunate for us to be able to be involved.
The response to this event had over four hundred people attend. Being involved in these events
assures people that we are open and welcoming to our community. We have the opportunity to
provide a service to this celebration. What a warm sensation to see our sanctuary full for these
events. Participants in the receptions that we provided gave us an opportunity to share our
warm welcome to everyone attending.
To those of you not able to attend I wanted to share the feeling of community. Friends both old
and new had the opportunity to share our church with the City. Our church’s History aligns with
the City History very closely and we certainly benefit by the involvement of church members in
this event. Consider attending and being involved in this City wide activity. The lectures are well
prepared and certainly informative. The church has contributed to the development of this area
and been active in it’s growth.
How fortunate we are to be an active alive Christian congregation . As the opportunity presents
itself let us reach out to the community and participate to the fullest.
Forever Rely on God
Mayme

Church School News
Happy Ground Hog Day! Are you wishing
for six more weeks of winter or are you
ready for Spring? In February the Church
School Committee is planning their Pasta
Luncheon for February 10th - something to
warm your hearts whether you want Winter or Spring. We will also be selling Dress Down Day
Tickets for Heifer as we kick off our Heifer Mission.
Dress Down day will be March 17th.

Pasta Luncheon
Sunday, February 10th is our Pasta
Luncheon, includes salad, roll & dessert. There will be a sign up sheet on the
Church School Board.

Tracy—Church School Director

PJ day Sunday, February 17th
Heifer Kick Off
February 10th: Dress Down Tickets go on sale
March 17h: Pancake Brunch to benefit Heifer.
March 17th: Heifer Bake Sale and Dress Down
Day.

The Church School will be holding its annual
Pajama Day on Sunday, February 17th. Children
will go right upstairs for movies and fun!!!

Bring Your Own Snack

Silly Sock Sunday saw lots of support as we worked together to collect new, unused socks for
those in need. Socks are the most needed, and least requested item in shelters. Together the
wonderful people of First Church came together to provide a bounty of warm, new socks. With the
unusually cold winter, these socks will be very well received. Thank you all for your help and support!
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Introducing Julie Green Olmsted
On January 8, 2019, our Interim Search Committee
unanimously and enthusiastically recommended
Julie Green Olmsted to our Church Committee to be
our Interim Minister. Pastor Julie will begin her duties on March 4, 2019.

There will be NO Line Dancing in

February. Will give an update when Miss Ardelle
returns.

February

Pastor Julie and her husband live in Northampton,
Birthdays
MA. She is married and they have two adult children
2/01 Sarah Grobe
who live in the area.

2/02
2/03
2/03
2/05
At this point in her life, she sees her gifts best suited
2/05
to empower and lead congregations in finding a long 2/06
term, settled pastor.
2/07
She loves facilitating groups. She sees visitation as 2/07
2/09
a crucial part of her calling. She has a passion for
connecting with Seniors. Actually she connects with 2/09
2/10
all ages. She is very interested in the confirmation
2/14
program and looks forward to leading it.
2/15
She is extremely community oriented. This includes 2/17
her willingness to have regular office hours and to
2/17
get to know people during this time.
2/17
2/19
We feel blessed to have her join us for the coming
2/21
year!
2/21
The First Church Interim Search Committee:
2/21
2/23
Rachel Bilodeau, Cliff Gamble, Mayme Lajoie, Jon
2/24
Queenin, Carrie Salzer, and Janet St. Jean
2/24

She is currently the minister in Northfield, MA. She
will be leaving on very good terms.

Andrea Polley
Stuart Gamble
Judy Klaubert
Grace Gamble
Marion White
Gloria Barnes
Cailyn Crean
Bobby Crean
Phyllis Lindberg
Russell Klaubert
Kailey Downs
Ryder McGuire
Jim Yesu
Lennie Seher
Daniel Koehne
Abigail Polley
Darlene Biggs
Judith McClure
Jackie Thayer
Mariah Miller
Jack Stone
Billy Balzano
Joyce Pollard

2/25
2/25
2/25
2/26
2/26
2/26
2/27
2/28

Sandra Jasmin
Julia Kubik
Samuel Kubik
Lesley Lorenzen
Karen Hawks
Laura Holtz
Katie LaPlante
Sandra
Chamberlain
2/28 William Reed

Ash Wednesday Service
March 6, 12:15PM & 7 PM
We will gather to mark the beginning of the
church season of Lent on Wednesday,
March 6 at 12:15PM & 7 PM. For those
who so desire, ashes will be placed on the
forehead as a sign of repentance and new
life. The service will be held at:
Church of the Atonement
36 Court St.
Westfield, MA 01085

Gluten Free Communion
The deacons have made available
a small quantity of gluten-free
bread for those who need to avoid
wheat. Please see a Deacon if you
are in need.

“Soup”er Bowl Sunday
Join our church school as they tackle hunger
for the Westfield Food Pantry. Sunday,
February 3rd will be “Soup”er
Bowl Sunday. Please bring in a
can (or 2) and help feed our hungry neighbors.

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
On January 10th the Christian Fellowship group met to enjoy a presentation by Pastor Randy Hyvonen about his past, including athletics in schools and college and people he has had interactions
with who have given him inspiration in his life experiences. He prepared a program with images on
the large TV screens which enhanced his dialogue. At the end of the presentation, he showed us
remarkable landscape photos of his growing up in Montana and of animals showing each other love
and respect. It was a powerful production enjoyed by all.
Our Next meeting is Thursday, February 14th.

I wish to extend a big thank you to all the chairs and members who submitted all their
Annual Reports on time. All your efforts were greatly appreciated.
I wish to extend a Thank you to Doug James for the beautiful cover of the church.
Sincerely, Peggy
Office Administer

Valentine Luncheon
Everyone’s Invited!
February 14, 2019 11:30 AM
Menu
Chicken Salad, Seafood Salad, Egg Salad Finger Rolls
Homemade Chicken Soup
Chips and Pickles
Dessert and Coffee and Tea

We’d like your opinion.
Should we keep Christian Fellowship?
What would you like to see for programs?
Would you prefer a different day or time?

You must sign up to attend. Sign up in hall
No need to bring anything!
Open Discussion following Lunch
Luncheon is free of charge!

Luncheon is Free of Charge!

FRANKLIN AVENUE SCHOOL
Franklin Avenue School staff and children send their thanks for all of the donations that you
have given them. The snacks that were donated before the Christmas break were greatly appreciated and gave the children some nourishment since they missed the school breakfasts
and lunches. Jean Zimmerman's donation of children's jackets and boots and Ashley Allen's
donation of hand-crocheted hats will keep the children warm this winter. The school is very
grateful for all that you have given.
Yet, the needs continue.
With the cold and flu season upon us, we need to do everything possible to keep our kids
healthy at school. In an effort to assist the school with this, please give one or more of the following items.
Tissues - such as Kleenex

Paper Towels - like Bounty

Clorox wipes

In addition, the children will have another break in mid-February. Please consider giving any
of the following items to the school so that the needy children will have food which they can
prepare themselves during the break. Be sure to bring your items to the church by Sunday,
February 10th
• Individual size fruit bowls, such as pears, peaches, apple sauce
•

Individual sizes of popcorn, pretzels

•

Lara mini bars (Z bars)

•

Portion size containers of peanut butter

•

Peanut butter crackers

•

Cheese crackers

•

Individual pasta "meals", for example, Chef Boyardee-type meals

•

Macaroni and cheese, individual or boxed

•

Dried fruit, such as raisins

•

Juice boxes

Place your donations in the brightly colored donation box which is located outside of the Administrative Assistant's office. I will check the box regularly and bring the items to the school.
If you help the poor, you are lending to the LORD--and He will repay you! Proverbs 19:17
New Living Translation
Submitted by:
Darlene Biggs, World Service Committee

Forms & Church Directories
The rack on the wall outside
the copy room is where you
will find “Church Use Request Form”, forms for
“Request for Custodial Assistance”, “Request for Use of
Church Property and Request
for Reimbursement”.

You may notice a new
colorful box outside the
office area called
“Lions Clubs International Recycle For
Sight”. We are asking members to please donate any usable eyeglasses & help someone see well.

Also a First
Church Phone Directory can be
found here.

We thank Mr. Bob Seher for
overseeing this campaign and
ensuring that they will be delivered to the Lion’s Club of
Southampton.

First Congregational Church
Of Westfield

Annual
Corned Beef &
Cabbage Dinner
Saturday, March 9th
5:30 PM
Tickets

Please Notify the
Church Office When?
 You or a family member

would like a visit.
 You have a change of address.
 Your Phone number has
changed.
 Your email address has
changed

Memorial Flowers
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated
with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar.
There are many people and several groups
in the Church as well as people from out of
town who give flowers as a memorial, special
celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have given
flowers for many years around the same date or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to think of people! After each service, the flowers are made into smaller bouquets which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in
members. If you would like to give Altar flowers for a
particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for
more information. The cost of an arrangement is
$25.00.

Adults $12.50
Children under 12 are free

Winter Storm Cancellations

Menu: Corned Beef - Cabbage - Irish Potatoes

If you think a church worship service or large event may be
cancelled due to a storm, please tune in to TV22 or log on
to WWLP.com for cancellations.

Boiled Potatoes - Carrots –
Rolls with Butter
Dessert and Beverage
For Tickets or information
Please call the
Church Office
568-2833

Small meeting cancellations and rehearsals will be handled
by email and phone calls.

First Congregational Church
of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085

Www.churchonthegreen.org

Annual Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner Saturday,
March 9th, 5:30 PM.

Sunday, February 10th is our
Pasta Luncheon, includes
salad, roll & dessert.

Tickets Adults
$12.50 Children under 10 are free
Menu: Corned Beef
- Cabbage - Irish PotatoesBoiled Potatoes - Carrots – Rolls
with Butter Dessert and Beverage. For Tickets or information There will be a sign up sheet on
the Church School Board.
Please call the Church Office.

First Church Annual
Meeting
Sunday, February 3rd,
2019
Snow day Feb. 10th
11:15 AM
First Church Fellowship Hall
In accordance with the Bylaws of the First Congregational Church, Westfield,
MA The Annual Meeting
has been scheduled Sunday, February 3rd. All
members are encouraged
to attend.

