
Dear Friends, 

Things are rolling along, as far as our time together is concerned. We have had several Discernment 
gatherings and below is a recap of our work: 

*We had a summary and discussion about Church 2.0 and 3.0, as outlined in the book Beyond Re-
sistance, by John Dorhauer. We dug into some challenging topics vis-à-vis change in worship and who 
you are as a church. [Please see my piece on Super Saturday for more on this.] We faced the facts 
about declining church attendance and membership (in many churches, not just yours). We emphasized 
being a blessing to the community and how that needs to lead our efforts more than “packing the pews.” 
There was some discussion about building use and how that might reflect your ministry. 
 

*We discussed overarching beliefs and the character of the church. I asked a number of questions to 
which you overwhelmingly answered in the affirmative. These questions were designed to ascertain 
whether you are a progressive Christian church. You are. This, by the way, has nothing to do with poli-
tics. There are many different “stripes” of political leanings in this congregation. Somehow, you make it 
all work. There is some unspoken unease that sort of bubbles under the surface, but nothing that cannot 
be revealed and relieved with the commitment to love and forgiveness as your guide. 
 

*We lifted up, celebrated, and completed a lot of the past. We had rich remembrances of the church 
“good old days” with many beautiful, and some uncomfortable, memories. You have those forever, but 
not as a barrier to the future.  
 

*A new future has begun to be created. As a church who highly values education, we all listened and 
learned in our Visioning gathering. In this meeting you all gave each other “safe space” to spin out a vi-
sion of caring and community connection that would quite possibly include a “cozy corner” in Friendship 
Hall to welcome folks for quiet afternoons of reading, games, prayer, coffee and maybe pie. Opening the 
parlor to businesses and other groups for meetings and a donation to the church. Welcoming children to 
the church building for after school, moms’ day out, childcare, and so forth. No one belittled another’s 
vision. No one argued why it wouldn’t work or why it was a bad idea. The “how’s” were not discussed. It 
was not time for that. But soon it will be. You have only one pastor at a time, but you are all ministers. All 
it takes is someone who stands up and says, “I’ll take it on.” Then enroll others to join you and start mak-
ing things happen. I will be behind you and beside you to coach, cheerlead and participate in ways that I 
can. 
 

In March I will begin a three-quarters’ time schedule. I will be in Westfield Sundays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. On Mondays I will give my car a rest, but will work from home, unless I have a meeting, an 
appointment or a memorial service. I will be visiting only those in hospital, in nursing homes or rehab. A 
visitation team will be formed for other kinds of visitation. Leadership will be growing and expanding in 
different directions.  
Soon, your newly minted Search Committee will begin the process of a search for your settled pastor.  I 
will be your pastor as long as that process takes. But we will be friends forever. 

Let me close by saying thank you to those who stepped up and contributed matching funds to the great 
gift that was offered to keep the church going. And blessings and thanks to the person who offered the 
gift that was matched. 

You are such good hearts; I have great love and respect for all of you. 

Your friend in Christ,   

Pastor Julie 
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Super Saturday - October 5, 2019 

At Super Saturday there is first of all, breakfast, registration and worship. People from many area 
churches attend and it’s a lovely way to see folks you don’t normally see. There’s an excitement 
that permeates the space and very happy engaged people all around. Throughout the halls, 
there are vendors that sell crafts, books and clergy apparel. There are kiosks of organizations for 
mission and education. Worship is wonderful because there are so many people and the speak-
ers are almost always inspirational. There are workshops that you register for prior to the day. I 
registered for a morning workshop having to do with our most pertinent topic: The church of the 
future.  

The workshop focused on similar material found in the book we read together: “Beyond Re-
sistance”. Below is a synopsis. 

Church 3.0  (The church beyond the Reformation, the church of NOW) – Primary focus is on    
encountering God.  

*Faith Formation for all ages impacts 100% of the congregation. 

*Pastor spends 25% of time serving the congregation and 75% in the community.  

*Budget growing to meet ministry/movement needs.  

*Congregation is fluid and adaptable.  

*Success measured by impact not numbers.  

*Birthed out of the missional (WHY) needs of community members.  

*Typically NOT building-centered. 

Church 2.6 – (Church between 3.0 and the last century) Primary focus is on fulfilling God’s Vi-
sion.  

*Faith Formation for all ages impacts 75% of the congregation. Intentional Spiritual Practice is 
present.  

*Pastor spends 50% of time serving the congregation and 50% in the community. *Budget/
Building/By-laws: realigned to accomplish vision.  

*Congregation is the main performer (as opposed to the pastor or a small group).  

*Success measured by impact not numbers.  

*Forming community partnerships and networks to accomplish vision. 

I have tried to move us from a 2.0 church to more or less a 2.5 or 2.6 in my time here so far. Ser-
mons are often interactive. Sitting closer together, as a body, is consistent with this model, where 
the feeling is more intimate and less connected to the past (“This is where I’ve always sat.” “This 
is where my parents sat.”) You are encouraged to share, testify, answer questions and partici-
pate more in general. I have been doing meditation/Inspiration groups both at Quail Run and 
more recently at Samaritan Inn. We have developed partnerships with the two elementary 
schools. We have honed in on the idea of a church committed to education and all that involves.  

Please look on the new website sneucc.org to register for the next Super Saturday in March. It’s 
truly a worthwhile, informative and inspiring experience.  

 

Pastor Julie  



From Your Property Committee 

A problem with one of our two identical new (only 91/2 years old!) Lochinvar gas boilers occurred in 

late December. These two boilers heat over 90% of our building.  The computer on boiler #2 indicat-

ed a “fan high speed” which locked out the boiler.  Mike Cross, our service tech, performed overdue 

service to both boilers without solving the problem. 

After internet research and Lochinvar factory communication he called in the Lochinvar service rep-

resentative.  With his test equipment he indicated the problem was with the main computer board 

and not the fan.  The computer board is a $600 part! 

Cautious Mike decided instead of ordering a board, which is not returnable, he would switch the 

boards in the two boilers.  Upon doing this we found it did not solve the problem in boiler #2 and #1 

boiler worked fine.  After trying all factory recommend solutions we finally switched the fans in the 

boilers.  The problem then occurred in boiler #1 indicating the problem was the fan assembly.  The 

part was ordered on 1/9/20.  Meanwhile, one boiler was quite capable of heating our building in 

moderate temperatures.   

The new fan assembly was installed on 1/15/20 and the furnaces are not working as the should.  A 

separate problem with one of two dining room air handlers blowing cold air has not been resolved 

as of this submission. 

Submitted by Bob Brownlee 

The Church School Committee 

will be hosting a Pasta Lunch-

eon on Sunday, February 9th. 

Donations accepted at the door, 

family and friends are wel-

comed. 

First Church Annual Meeting 
February 2nd, 2020 

In accordance with the By-laws of the First Congregational Church, 

Westfield, MA  the Annual Meeting has been scheduled on Sunday, 

February 2nd..  

As a final gift to the city from the 

Westfield 350 Committee, the 

book is being discounted at only 

$10 per copy.  The $10 remains 

with the church, which is a fund-

raiser for us. 

GET YOUR WESTFIELD 350TH 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

BOOK BEFORE SUPPLIES 

RUN OUT! 

Please Note 

Food and drinks (coffee etc) in OPEN containers are not 
allowed outside the dining room / kitchen area. The coat room, 
parlor, hallway, sanctuary, bride’s room, library and music 
room are “out of bounds”. Closed containers for drinks are per-
mitted. 

       Lenten Lunches 

A crew has come together to serve simple 
Lenten lunches, which will be open to the com-
munity. On the menu will be soup, sandwich or 
Pasta, rolls, drink & dessert for $7.50. 
 

The lunches will be from 11AM to 1 PM on Fridays, starting 
February 28th , and ending April 3rd.   



CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

The Chris	an Fellowship program in January featured church members Doug and Barbara 

James presen	ng “how to write and publish your own book”.   They have published two 

books, using Doug’s amazing photographs and Barbara’s wi%y verse.  These books are fasci-

na	ng to both children and adults.   Doug explained how he uses his photography equipment 

and lots of pa	ence to take photos of wildlife and scenery.   Photos used in these books are of 

birds in the wild, using a large telephoto lens and some	mes a tripod to keep the camera 

steady.   Barbara studies a photo and imagines what that bird is thinking.  These thoughts are 

humorous while giving a message to the reader, young and old.  

EAGLE 

SCOUT 

JOEY  

CREAN 

 

CONGRATS 

CREAN FAMILY  

CELEBRATING CJ 

          VISIT 

JOEY 

PINNING 

BOBBY 



 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH, 1PM 

 

LOVE ON A LEASH THERAPY DOGS 

COME AND MET THE FOLKS WHO BRING 

“LOVE DOGS” 

 

TO NURSING HOME AND ASSISTED LIVING FOLKS 

 

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED 



Community Outreach Activities 

Call for Volunteers:  Are you available to help on Saturday, February 1st from 1:15 PM to 3:30 PM?.  
Our youth and their leaders are going to Monadnock for their weekend retreat, and we need volun-
teers for the Shop & Drop?  
 

We are continuing to reach out to the families of children at Franklin Avenue Elementary School and 
Abner Gibbs Elementary School.   These activities are open to children in our church as well as chil-
dren in the community. 

Drop and Shop  

First Saturday of each month - 1:15 PM to 3:30 PM.   
February 1     March 7    April 4    May 2   June 6 

 

Family Movie Nights 

Third Friday of each month -   5:45 PM to 8:00 PM. 
 

Before the Event Call or text Rachel Costigan Adams at 413-564-4604 or Email her at 

churchschool@churchonthegreen.org 

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

1 John 3:18 (NIV) 

Darlene Biggs & Rachel Costigan-Adams 

Ash Wednesday Service  
February 26, 6 PM 

 

We will gather to mark the beginning of the 
church season of Lent on Wednesday,  
February 26 at 6 PM in Fellowship Hall.  For 
those who so desire, ashes will be placed on 
the forehead as a sign of repentance and mor-
tality 

 

February  

Birthdays 

2/01 Sarah Grobe 
2/02 Andrea Polley 
2/03 Stuart Gamble 
2/03 Judy Klaubert 
2/05 Grace Gamble 
2/05 Marion White 
2/06 Gloria Barnes 
2/07 Cailyn Crean 
2/07 Bobby Crean 
2/09 Phyllis Lindberg 
2/09 Russell Klaubert 
2/10 Kailey Downs 
2/14 Ryder McGuire 
2/15 Jim Yesu 
2/17 Lennie Seher 
2/17 Daniel Koehne 
2/17 Abigail Polley 
2/19 Darlene Biggs 
2/21 Judith McClure 
2/21 Jackie Thayer 
2/21 Mariah Miller 
2/23 Jack Stone 
2/24 Billy Balzano 

2/24 Joyce Pollard 
2/25 Sandra Jasmin 
2/25 Julia Kubik 
2/25 Samuel Kubik 
2/26 Lesley Lorenzen 
2/26 Karen Hawks 
2/27 Katie LaPlante 
2/28 Sandra  
        Chamberlain 
2/28 William Reed 
 
 
 

There will be NO Line Dancing in 

February & March.  Will give an 
update when Miss Ardelle  returns. 

I wish to extend a big thank you to 
all the chairs and members who 
submitted all their  
Annual Reports on time.  All your 
efforts were greatly appreciated.  

I wish to extend a Thank you to Doug James for 
the beautiful cover of the church. 
Sincerely, Peggy  Office Administer 



Winter Storm Cancellations 

If you think a church worship service or large event may be 

cancelled due to a storm, please tune in to TV22 or log on 

to WWLP.com  for cancellations. 

Small meeting cancellations and rehearsals will be handled 

by email and phone calls. 

                       Memorial Flowers  
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated 

with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. 

There are many people and several groups 

in the Church as well as people from out of 

town who give flowers as a memorial, special 

celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have given 

flowers for many years around the same date or Sun-

day. This is such a beautiful way to think of people! Af-

ter each service, the flowers are made into smaller bou-

quets which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in 

members. If you would like to give Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for 

more information. The cost of an arrangement is 

$25.00. 

First Congregational Church  

Of Westfield 

 

 

 

Annual 

Corned Beef & 

 Cabbage Dinner 

 Saturday, March 14th 

5:30 PM 

Tickets 

Adults $12.50 

Children under 10 are free 

Menu:  Corned Beef - Cab-
bage - Irish Potatoes 

Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – 
Rolls with Butter 

Dessert and Beverage 

For Tickets or information 

Please call the 
Church Office  

  568-2833 

Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside 
the copy room is where you 
will find  “Church Use Re-
quest Form”, forms for 
“Request for Custodial Assis-
tance”, “Request for Use of 
Church Property and Request 
for Reimbursement”. 
   
Also a First 
Church Phone Di-
rectory can be 
found here. 

You may notice a new 
colorful box outside the 
office area called 
“Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Recycle For 

Sight”.   We are asking mem-
bers to please donate any usa-
ble eyeglasses & help some-
one see well. 
  

We thank Mr. Bob Seher for 
overseeing this campaign and 
ensuring that they will be deliv-
ered to the Lion’s Club of 
Southampton.  

Please Notify the 

Church Office WhenB  

 � You or a family member 

would like a visit. 

 � You have a change of ad-

dress. 

 � Your Phone number has 

changed. 

 � Your email address has 

changed 



 

  First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

Annual Corned Beef & Cab-
bage Dinner Saturday, 
March 14th, 5:30 PM. 

 

Tickets Adults 

$12.50 Children un-

der 10 are free 

Menu:  Corned Beef 

- Cabbage - Irish Potatoes-

Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – Rolls 

with Butter Dessert and Bever-

age.  For Tickets or information 

Please call the Church Office. 

 

Sunday, February 9th is our 

Pasta Luncheon, includes  

salad, roll & dessert.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

There will be a sign up sheet on 
the Church School Board. 

 

 

First Church Annual 

Meeting 

Sunday, February 2nd, 
2020 

Snow day Feb. 9th 

11:15 AM 

First Church Fellow-
ship Hall 

In accordance with the By-

laws of the First Congrega-

tional Church, Westfield, 

MA The Annual Meeting 

has been scheduled Sun-

day, February 2nd.  All 

members are encouraged 

to attend.  


