
16 

 

Fi
rs

t 
C

on
gr

eg
ati

on
al

 C
hu

rc
h

 

of
 W

es
tf

ie
ld

 

18
 B

ro
ad

 S
tr

ee
t 

W
es

tf
ie

ld
, M

A
 0

10
85

 

O
ffi

ce
 (

41
3)

 5
6

8-
28

33
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

w
w

w
.c

hu
rc

ho
nt

he
gr

ee
n.

or
g

 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

1 

 

Dear friends, 
 
I am approaching the completion of my first month as your “Shared 
Ministry” Interim Pastor. I am enjoying getting to know the fine folks at 
Southwick Congregational church. I am always listening for opportuni-
ties for us all to worship, study and get to know each other. I am happy 
to know that soon there will be a Zoom meeting for both congregations 
(stay tuned). I hope all who are able will join that gathering. Although 
there will be exceptions and overlap, my schedule is as follows: 
 
Sundays – Both churches, but preach only the third and fourth Sun-
days for Southwick (they have the first two Sundays covered by in-
house clergy who are settled in that role). I am attending Coffee Hour 
for both churches; that’s one reason why you receive the link from the 
church’s Zoom account instead of mine now. 
Monday/Tuesday – Southwick Congregational 
Wednesday/Thursday – First Congregational 
Friday/Saturday – My days off 
Of course, when there are pastoral emergencies, as well as funerals, 
special services, etc… I could be serving either/both congregations.  
 
Also… many of you are familiar with the “Upper Room” daily devo-
tions. We offer this in hard copy to many of our elders who have no in-
ternet. I subscribe to it via email and receive a daily meditation called 
“New Every Morning.” Through this I learned of an on-line “Lenten Re-
treat,” for which I registered. It provides daily devotions as well as an 
on-line gathering every day during the week at 12pm EST. I hope you 
will look into this and register, or engage with the booklet in hard copy 
of devotions. Each Coffee Hour during Lent, I will provide a question 
for us to ponder, in addition to our lively “chat.” This will be our Lenten 
Series for 2021. 
 
Plus… Bedtime Stories – Six of our members will be reading and re-
cording spiritual children’s books to be posted each Sunday evening 
during Lent. The reading can then be seen and heard every night of 
the week. You will be notified once the reading has been posted. 
My prayers and loving wishes continue for both churches as you em-
bark on your new future of light and hope!  

Christ’s love to all, 

Pastor Julie 

First Congregational Church of Westfield 
The Newsletter  February 2021 
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From the Moderator... 

My responsibility as moderator is coming to a close. I look back on 

three years and am aware of how quickly the time has gone.  We are a 

busy church even during a pandemic.  

What a wonderful experience to have established a close relationship 

with all the dedicated members of this church! I do not know how any-

one could think that I did it all. After I retired I I found myself involved in 

many church activities. When asked how I did it, my answer has al-

ways been that I just keep shaking my head “yes”. It worked during the 

Candy Cane Fair and it worked as moderator-most of the time. 

Working closely with Peggy Corchinski has kept me organized and on 

target. I have a life time friend . 

Our church committee provides for the daily functioning of this organi-

zation. Most of the time they do what is needed, communicating what 

they have done. I feel that I get credit for their work. They make me 

look good.  Often members will say to me “How do you do all you do?” 

It has always been a group effort. 

 Over the three years we have had many changes. Saying goodbye to 

Pastor Elva was one of my first events. After the fourteen years of ser-

vice she is missed. We were fortunate to have Pastor Randy Hovonen 

provide leadership as we worked to call an interim Pastor.  Pastor Julie 

Olmsted joined us and created a bright spot in our worship services 

and extended lives. 

One of my favorite parts of church life has always involved the youth. 

Their continuing participation in activities and worship services assures 

me that we have future leaders in our midst.  

In March of 2020 in order to decease the spread of the virus we were 

told by the Governor to close our doors to “in-person” services. This 

was not something we could have planned for. 

How would we survive without hugs and handshakes each Sunday? 

Coffee hour provided support to get through the week. We could no 

longer do that. We got creative and found ways to be in touch. Phone 

calls became more frequent and celebration of events became drive-

bys. 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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First Church is looking for a Office  Administrator.  
PURPOSE OF THE POSITION  The Office Administrator functions in a 
variety of capacities in efficiently maintaining the church office. The work 
of the Office Administrator requires a high level of verbal communication 
skills, the ability to organize and follow through on assignments with mini-
mum supervision, the ability to handle several tasks simultaneously, the 
ability to work calmly under stress, the ability to adapt to change, the abil-
ity to function on the computer, the ability to operate a variety of basic of-
fice machines/equipment and a genuine commitment to the work of  this 
Church.  
The Office Administrator carries out clerical and administrative responsi-
bilities as directed; such as: correspondence, appointments, etc. Regular 
duties include: the Sunday Bulletins, filing, sending out meeting notices, 
serving as a receptionist and transferring incoming telephone calls as well 
as greeting the public.  
If you are interested in this position or  would like more 
information about this job Please call the church office 
568-2833 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

To:  Members of First Congregational Church 

Subject: First Congregational Church Annual Meeting 

In accordance with the by-laws of the First Congregational Church, West-

field Ma., Article VIII, section 2, The Annual Meeting of the Church shall 

take place during the month of February upon a date designated by the 

Church Committee. This year’s Annual meeting will take place on Sunday 

February 14th, 2021 with a snow date of Sunday February 21st. The 

meeting will take place following worship service. The reports of all Offic-

ers Committees and affiliated organizations shall be made in writing and 

accepted at this meeting. Officers of the Church and Committees shall be 

elected at this meeting. Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot 

nominating one person for each position to be filled at the Annual Meeting 

of the Church. The right of a member to make nominations from the floor 

shall always be recognized. This ballot shall be accepted by the church at 

this meeting. At the Annual Meeting of the Church, the members of the 

Church will vote on the budget as a single intact entity. 

 

Michelle Downs, Clerk 
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From Your Nominating Committee 

 
At this time, we are extending a heartfelt thank you to the members of 

First Congregation Church for stepping up and saying yes to serve on 

various committees. 

 Many members now serve on two committees, which is the limit in ac-

cordance with our By-Laws.  

We would ask that if you now serve on one committee, that you consid-

er joining a second committee. Many hands make light work.  

We would ask that if you do not currently serve on any committee, that 

you consider joining one.  

With the Annual Meeting approaching, the Nominating Committee, and 

members of the congregation often use this time as a platform to nomi-

nate new members to serve on committees. Members often step up 

and request they be added to different committees within our church.  

Please consider contacting the Nominating Committee or the church 

office, phone number 568-2833, if you wish to join a committee.   

Thank you.  

 
The Nominating Committee Members are Rachel Bilodeau, Bob Brown-
lee, and Tom Samwell. 

A TRIBUTE TO PEGGY   A collection of memories and love was pre-

sented to Peggy at her home on January 20th.  She and Rob were 

overcome with gratitude to all who contributed to the very full booklet of 

well wishes.  In addition, over $1,000 was collected from members and 

friends of First Congregational Church.  Thanks to all who participated 

in making this gift possible  
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GIFT OF TIME NEEDED 
There are several tasks that need a volunteer once in a 
while – please see if any of these interest you: 

Update the hall bulletin board seasonally with 
boarders and decorations 

Help with bulk mailings as needed 
Organize collections of donations for  

Poinsettias   2) Easter lilies and tulips 3) ….. 

Presently we are cooperating with State guidelines while maintaining ser-

vices virtually. We have learned to “Zoom”, access Facebook and com-

municate by any means available. I am continually thankful for modern 

technology and younger generations with the skills to manipulate it. They 

have also been most helpful in teaching those skills to all of us. 

Cindy LaPlante has saved the day by stepping forward with her office 

skills and she has worked along side me (or maybe in front of me) to suc-

cessfully complete my assignment. 

I have felt your support as I attempted to achieve the requirements of be-

ing church moderator. 

froG (forever rely on God)           Mayme Lajoie 

New Deacons for 2021 

If you would like to speak to a Deacon please call the church 

office and your Deacon will be notified to contact you.  We 

can't wait for the day when we can see all of you in per-

son.  Until then, be safe and be well. 

Carol Whalen, Senior Deacon 

Please Notify the Church Office When…  
 
 · You or a family member would like a visit. 
 · You have a change of address. 
 · Your Phone number has changed. 
 · Your email address has changed 



4 

 

World Service Committee  God’s Love in Action 

With the many needs related to the COVID 19 pandemic, we contributed 

our discretionary funds to local organizations for their Christmas meal 

programs.  We made donations to Springfield Rescue Mission, Project 

New Hope of MA (Veterans Services), Westfield Food Pantry, Our Com-

munity Table, and Samaritan Inn. 

Thank You Notes from our missions: 

 

Franklin Avenue School – Adopt-A-Family 

“Thank you so very much for your continuous efforts in 

supporting our Franklin families.  Your donation of 

Christmas gifts is especially appreciated during this 

challenging year.  Many thanks to Lisa for being the 

“elf” of Christmas.  May you all have a blessed Christ-

mas; and my hope for 2021  Chris Tolpa” 

 

 

Project New Hope, Inc.  

“On behalf of Project New Hope, Inc., I would like to thank you for your 

generous donation.  It is because of donations like yours that will allow us 

to continue with the successes that have made our events so meaningful 

for the Veterans and their families… Again, we thank you for allowing us 

to continue expanding upon the services offered to our Veterans and their 

families across New England.” 

 

Westfield Food Pantry  

“Thank you so much for your donation to the Westfield Food Pantry.  As 

you know, the ongoing coronavirus pandemic has led to significantly in-

creased need for food assistance in Westfield.   Additionally, this holiday 

season is shaping up to be a difficult one for many households…Thank 

you for helping us continue to feed 

our neighbors during this pandem-

ic!” 

 A Postcard Franklin Avenue 
School has been sending to 
the remote learning students. 
They purchased these using  
funds that FCC provided.  
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Bible study every Wednesday at 1 p.m.  

Please contact Pastor Julie 

                if you'd like to participate.  

Deacons Corner 

Hello! I’m Karen Lajoie. Many if you know me but for those who don’t let me 

tell you a bit about myself. 

I have lived and worked in Westfield for 40 years. Currently working for DHL as 

an Administrative Assistant. John Dillingham actually gave me my first job at 

Old Colony Envelope Company where I worked for 35 years.  I have a few hob-

bies such as painting and crocheting, but my most enjoyed pastime is spending 

time with my grandchildren, stepdaughter and my family. My late husband 

Bob and I joined this church when our first grandson, CJ Crean was born.  We 

thought it was important to watch him grow and be an active part of the spir-

itual growth of all of our grandchildren.  Sitting with them each Sunday is very 

special to me.  

My family, Mom, Dad, Sister and Brother all live in Agawam and are active 

members of the Agawam Congregational Church. Some of you may remember 

my mother, Ann Tapply, who was the church Secretary here some years ago. 

I truly enjoy being a part of this church family and being a deacon for the past 

few years has been very fulfilling. My favorite part of being a deacon is serving 

Communion to the congregation.  It’s such a meaningful part of the service for 

me, it makes me happy to be able to serve it to others. 

If you haven’t yet met me, please stop and introduce yourself once we are 

able to worship together again.   

Stay Safe in God’s Love! 

Karen Lajoie 
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First Congregational Church of Westfield 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

413-568-2833  

Office Hours  Monday –Thursday 9-12 

Please call ahead  

Email: office@churchonthegreen.org  

Church Website: Churchonthegreen.org 

Pastor Julie’s Office Hours 

Wednesday and Thursday 9-12 

and 

By Appointment 

Ministers: All the Members of First Congregational Church 

Julie G. Olmsted, Pastor 

Allan Taylor, Minister of Music, 

Cindy LaPlante,  Treasurer 

Janet Kedzierski,  Custodian 

Tom Samwell,  Head Usher 

Midwinter Blues Service – February 3, 2021, 7pm on Zoom 

You’ve heard of Blue Christmas. You all know COVID fatigue. We have 
been through almost a year of some sort of quarantine, loneliness, isola-
tion, and loss. Let’s come together for this Midwinter Blues service on 
Zoom. Both sister churches are invited, as well as their friends and fami-
ly, to quietly share our burdens, attest to God’s enduring love, and may-
be come away a little renewed for the rest of Winter’s days and the be-
ginning of Lent (February 17th). 
 
We will enjoy Scripture, Quietness, Beauty and Song. We will remember 
we are not alone. We will re-connect with our Light Source and our spir-
itual companions. Please come. 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is Good; blessed is the one who takes refuge 
in Him.  - Psalm 34:8 
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Ash Wednesday Service  

(Drive Thru) 

3PM , Wednesday  February 17th  

Southwick Congregational Church 

488 College Highway  

Southwick MA  

 

Come and start The Lenten Season with your sister Church 

Annual Reports 

Annual Reports will be available on Sunday, February 7th.   
Please pick up your copy and bring them to the and the 
Annual Meeting on  February 14th  

Congratulations to the Gamble family 
on the birth of Aria Collette Slesinski, 
daughter of Grace (Gamble) Slesinski 
and Ted Slesinski, born on January 
16, 2021. 
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Dear Friends, 

Thank you for all the prayers, caring 

and best wishes during my recent 

illness. 

It is good to be home and I look for-

ward to being with my church fami-

ly once again. 

Love,  

Norma Woodruff 

Peggy and Rob Corchinski  welcomed 

a new grandson on January 12th.  

Dante Sebastian Sawyer weighing 7lb 

8oz. Mom dad and Big Brother Fred-

die are doing fine  

Dear Diaconate, 

I want to thank you for my Christ-

mas gifts. Karen brought them on 

the day when my friend, Bill was 

taken by ambulance to Noble Hospi-

tal for a life threatening emergency. 

The gifts reminded me of your and 

God’s love at a time when I felt so 

sad and lost. The red poinsettia 

added such brightness and color to 

my day. And, the candle pin remind-

ed me of the Light of Christ. Each 

day that Bill was in the hospital, I 

wore the pin, looked at the flower, 

and was reminded of your caring 

love.  

Thanks you and 

Blessings! 

Darlene Biggs 

This is a Christmas gift from Jackie 
Thayer.  In just a few weeks it has 
grown to 25 1/2 inches. Hoping to 
see a flower soon. It's loving the 
California sun.  

Thinking of you all, 

Joan 
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Church School Director Wanted  

First Church is looking for a church School Director.  

We are looking for someone who is willing to work 

closely with parents, volunteers and other mem-

bers of the congregation to create a safe, spiritual 

and caring environment while encouraging children to grow by honoring God’s 

Word and following Jesus’ example.   

If interested please call the church office 568-2833 or Gail Ives at 413-562-2621 

February Birthdays 

02/02 Andrea Polley  

 02/03 Stuart Gamble  

02/05 Marion White  

02/07 Cailyn Crean  

02/07  Robert Crean  

2/09 Russell Klaubert  

02/09 Phyllis Lindberg  

02/10 Kailey Downs  

02/14 Joy Dargon  

02/14 Ryder McGuire  

 02/15 Paige Templeton  

02/15 James Yesu  

02/17 Daniel Koehne  

02/17 Abigail Polley  

02/19 Darlene Biggs  

02/21 Judith McClure  

02/21 Jacqueline R. Thayer  

02/24 Billy Balzano  

02/24 Joyce Pollard  

02/25 Julia Kubik  

02/25 Samuel Kubik  

02/26 Karen Hawks  

02/26 Lesley Lorenzen  

02/28 Sandra Chamberlain  

02/28 William Reed  
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Happy Valentine’s Day – 

 Winter Vacation –  

President’s Day.   

 

Good News - Jim Yesu has scheduled a tubing outing at Butternut for February 

17th.  Information and consent forms have already been sent out – and a good 

size group are going.  Pray for the weather to cooperate.  Five adults – no youth 

walked around Stanley Park in January.  Hopefully we can try this again.  Notes 

are still being sent to each child – trying to stay connected. 

The committee discussed the Church School Director’s job description and de-

cided to keep it the same.  We also discussed some ways to advertise this posi-

tion.  We are going to reach out to our own members first and then broaden the 

search if necessary. 

We also discussed trying to do something fun on line – zoom – like play a game 

for 30 minutes with the church school youth.  Jim Yesu said he and Greg Hamel 

will work on this.  Stay tuned for more information. 

Trying to stay connected in this Covid environment is challenging.  We would 

welcome ideas from outside of our committee that could help us do this. 

I would like to thank Michelle Downs, Sherry Balzano and Janet St. Jean for their 

hard work and dedication to the Sunday Church School.  They are going off of 

the committee in February and will be missed.   

Stay Safe  - Church School Committee. 

Church School News  
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SEASONS  OF  THE  HEART MAKE MEMORIES THAT NEVER FADE 

By Mrs Elizabeth Niergarth 

 

SPRING  of the heart is the blooming of romantic love 

When you meet  that special someone you want to 

Spend the rest of your life with. 

You remember where and how you first met 

And  even remember what you were wearing,  he remembered, too. 

 First impressions of him are cemented in special memories  

Recalling  how  handsome and charming he was.  

Then on to our  dates and time spent together, 

Meeting family…..attending football games,   getting together with friends, 

I knew he was the one! 

 

Then on to the SUMMER  of the heart. 

Those were heady days 

When your children were small and SO much work, but gave SO much joy! 

The first steps, the first words, and then the first forays into this new experience, 

school! 

Wonderful memories of graduations, seeing a daughter in her prom dress., 

And then Horrors – a child learning to drive. 

The gradual breaking away from your home and choosing their own life partners. 

It was time for weddings……many memories in the SUMMER of the heart. 

After summer, comes AUTUMN 

 

If you are one of the fortunate ones, you are once again, a couple! 

Free to travel, free to indulge in special passions… 

Like photography trying to capture images of special people 

And special places to remember and add to memories. 

This time was poignant and 

One thought it would last forever 

But we all know now in our lives, that autumn must give way to the 

 

WINTER of the heart 

Alas!  How time creeps up on you 

With age, comes sickness of loved ones and dear friends. 

They leave us here on this earth. 

But they leave us with our very special  memories of the seasons of the heart. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

 1 
Office Open 9-12 

 

2 
Office Open 9-12 

3 
Office Open 9-12

 

7PM Midwinter Blues 

Service an Zoom

7 
10:00 in Person Worship 

10:45 Zoom Coffee Hour   

8 
Office Open 9-12 

 

7PM Diaconate Meeting 

9 
Office Open 9-12 

10 
Office Open 9-12

14 

10:00 in Person Worship 

10:45 Annual Meeting  in  

Person and on Zoom in 

place of Coffee Hour 

15 
Office Closed    

 

 

Presidents Day    

16 
Office Open 9-12 

17Ash Wednesday 

Office Open 9-12

3PM Ash Wednesday 

Service Southwick 

2-4  Youth Tubing at 

Butternut   

21 
10:00 in Person Worship 

10:45 Zoom Coffee Hour   

 

Annual Meeting Snow 

Date  

22 
Office Open 9-12 

23 
Office Open 9-12 

 

 

Soup Kitchen  

24 
Office Open 9-12

28 
10:00 in Person Worship 

10:45 Zoom Coffee Hour   

   

February 2021
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Office Open 9-12 

7PM Midwinter Blues 

Service an Zoom 

4 
Office Open 9-12 

5 6 

Office Open 9-12 

11 
Office Open 9-12 

12 13 
Deacons  

Valentines Delivery  

Ash Wednesday  
Office Open 9-12 

3PM Ash Wednesday 

Service Southwick  

4  Youth Tubing at  

 

18 
Office Open 9-12 

19 20 

Office Open 9-12 

25 
Office Open 9-12 

26 27 

   

February 2021 


