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Dear Friends, 

Do you remember your baptism?  Some of us do; many of us don’t.  We may remember someone 

else’s baptism, such as the baptism of little Jason Howes at church last month.  (Jason is the great 

grandson of longtime church members Barry and Betty Plumley.)  One of the real joys I have as a 

pastor is walking around the congregation with the baby right after the baptism, giving people in the 

pews a chance to see him or her.  Everyone is smiling!  Everyone is happy!  New life has come into 

our congregation! 

Whether we are baptized as infants, teens, or adults, the sacrament of baptism is a new birth into 

the life of the Christian church.  Once we have been baptized, we do not need to be baptized again, 

even if we join a different church.  But our faith can be refreshed and revitalized when we remem-

ber the vows that were spoken when we were baptized.  Our identity as Christians can be strength-

ened when we renew those vows in worship. 

This month, as we begin the New Year, we will celebrate our birth as Christians by renewing our 

baptismal vows.  On Sunday, January 13, during worship, we will say together the words of hope 

and promise that were spoken at our baptism.  This Sunday was chosen because church tradition 

designates it as Baptism of Jesus Sunday.  The gospel reading will be from Mark: 

“Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and John baptized him in the Jordan River.  While he was 

coming up out of the water, Jesus saw heaven splitting open and the Spirit, like a dove, coming 

down on him.  And there was a voice from heaven, “You are my Son whom I dearly love, in you I 

find happiness” (Mark 1: 9 – 11). 

Following the renewal of vows, you will be invited to come forward and take a symbol of the waters 

of baptism that washed over Jesus; waters that remind us of the refreshing presence of God’s Holy 

Spirit in our lives. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

January Confirmation Schedule 
January   1   No Class - Christmas Break 

January   8   Holy Communion 
January  15 No Class - MLK Day         
January  22  Worship, Symbols, and the  
                      Liturgical Year 
January  29  Meet with mentors during class 
            time. 

Pastor Elva’s Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 

9AM-12Noon 

and by appointment 
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A special thanks from the Santa Rosa's Little 

Helpers 

The large donation from the Women's Fellowship 
and the personal donations from our church fami-
ly sent a total of $1100 to Leanne Lajoie who has 
filled many Christmas wishes for children who are 
living in shelters because of the Santa Rosa fires. 
Leanne is working with the Santa Rosa's Little 

Helpers non-profit  organization. 

Your donations are most appreciat-
ed. 

Mayme Lajoie   

We are having a Family Movie Night on  
January 26th.   

 

Our feature film will be Soul Surfer! 
       Doors open at 6:15, movie 
 starts at 6:30.  

 Hope to see you there! 

Tracy Gervais 

Our very tasty fundraiser$. 

Many thanks to all that sold, 
purchased or ate our 
fudge.  Thanks to your commit-
ment, we are able to send 21 
teens and chaperones on a 
two night retreat to NH this 
winter.  The kids really hustled 
selling fudge at Holiday Faire 
on the Green, as well as the 
Westfield Technical Academy 
(VOC).  Congratulations!  

 

Submitted by Tracy Gervais, 
Church School Director 

The Church School Committee will be 
hosting a Pasta Luncheon on Sunday, 
February 11th. 
 
More details will be coming soon….  

 

Kailey 

Downs 

manning 

the Fudge 

Table at 

the  

Westfield  

Technical  

Academy. 

January 14 will be host to a new service 
project.  Silly Sock Sunday!  Comb through 
your drawers and closets and find the silliest, 
most outrageous pair of socks you have and 
wear them to church.  We also ask that you 
bring a pair of new / unused socks to do-
nate.  We will distribute them to the shelters on 
January 22nd .  (In case you forget to bring a 
pair on the 14th, you can bring them on the 
21st.) 
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January Birthdays 
1/04 Eloise Adair 
1/04 Richard Gaylord III 
1/05 Olivia Gamble 

1/05 Janet St. Jean 

1/06 Kelley Gervais 

1/07 Connor Benoit 
1/09 Danielle Garcia 

1/12 John Dillingham 

1/14 Dakota Fanion  

1/18 Elizabeth Rea 

1/19 Ruth Finney 

1/22 Nancy Condon 

1/24 Linda Champagne 

1/27 Sabrina Hawks 

1/29 Donald Barnes, Sr. 
1/29 Sam Yesu 

Church school marked the birth of Christ with a special 
celebration.  All the children and youth had a birthday 
party for Jesus, complete with cake, balloons and take 
home treats. 

Thank you Jim Yesu for the pictures & Tracy Gervais for 
making this day so special for the children. 

Taking advantage of a day of no 
school, children from First Church had 
a fire safety day.  They read a story 
called Fireman Ricky, they played 
games like Stop, Drop & Roll, had piz-
za and snacks and then visited the 
Fire Station.  The crew was a gra-
cious host and gave the kids a tour, 
as well as demonstrated some of the 
newest equipment, including the 
brand new ambulance that had not 
even been on a call yet.  The day was 
finished up with goodie bags of a 
hope / fire safety checklist and new 
batteries for their smoke detectors. 

Submitted by Tracy Gervais, Church  
                         School Director 



    

Fundraising Events 
I want to thank everyone who worked on the fund raising events in 2017. The work put in on these 
activities provided funds for general church expenses. The sales benefit the Womens  
Fellowship who provide funds for items not included in the annual budget such as maintaining the 
kitchen floor and refurbishing areas in the church such as the parlor. Donations of funds, time and 
materials make this all possible. Thanks to all. 
 

Respectfully submitted,   Mayme Lajoie 

Junior Choir sang at the service on Dec. 
10th. 

2nd row: Emily Yesu, Deborah Yesu, Mi-
chael Winer, Ella Hamel, Will Fruwirth, 
Jackson Yesu, Mya Bray, Janet St. Jean, 
Jacob Combs 

1st row: Noah Perkins, Daniel Albee, 
Kelly Gervais, Samantha Albee 

 

As you can see, they are having a great 
time!  

 

Picture sent by Jess Albee 

“Churches Alive” Update 

Churches that are healthy and growing know their purpose.  They know who they are and what God is calling 
them to do.  For the past year, our church has been doing a renewal project called “Churches Alive,” offered 
through the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ. 
 

Last year, we met in small groups to revisit our history and share what we value about our church.  This year, 
in late winter and early spring, we will meet in small and large groups.  We will learn more about the area 
around us, in order to serve our community in ministry.  We will turn to God in prayer, opening ourselves to 
hear God’s wisdom.  By God’s grace and with God’s guidance, we will be led to the purpose God has in mind 
for our congregation. 
 

If you’ve been in worship, you know that members of the Church Renewal Ministry Team have been offering 
questions each week for us to reflect on during the Pastoral Prayer.  Here are the questions so far: 
What do you dream of our church becoming in the next five years? 

 

How do we bring the best of our past into the future to which God is calling us? 

Thinking about the many and varied people who live in and around Westfield, how could our church reflect 
the variety that is around us? 

 

How might our church look if we directed more of our ministries outward, instead of inward?  In other words, 
how might our church look if we ministered to those outside the church as much as we minister to ourselves? 

 

If you’d like to suggest more questions, or if you just want to know more about “Churches Alive,” please see 
any member of the Church Renewal Ministry Team. 
 

Rick Gaylord, Elva Pawle, Kathryn Graybill, Martha Roman & Jim Yesu 
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                  Diaconate 

On behalf of the Diaconate we 
would like to thank all who 
helped in the distribution of the 
Poinsettias with great suc-
cess.  We can't thank you all 
enough - may you all have a 
Happy & Healthy New Year!   

Thank you, Mar-
tha Scavotto 

On December 2nd we 

celebrated that holiday 

season with the Com-

munity Carol Festival.  

The festival featured 

the New England 

Brass, The Senior 

Choir of First Church 

directed by Allan Tay-

lor and the Moriah 

Chamber Choir di-

rected by Janet St. 

Jean. 

A panoramic view of the 

several hundred guests 

who enjoyed the Commu-

nity Carol Festival. 

Many thanks to Doug 

James for the beautiful 

pictures. 

From the Treasurer’s DeskFrom the Treasurer’s DeskFrom the Treasurer’s DeskFrom the Treasurer’s Desk    
Year End Financial Statements    will 
be mailed to all contributors by Jan-
uary 31, 2018.  All contributions for All contributions for All contributions for All contributions for 
2017 2017 2017 2017 must be in the church office 
by December 31st December 31st December 31st December 31st . 
Thank you,    

Cindy LaPlante,  

Treasurer 

Attention All  

Committee Chairs 

The annual reports from all  

Committee Chairs are due  

January 15th.   



Property Committee News 

Minutes of Church and Committee meetings are posted on the bulletin board in the  
dining hall.  Check it out for the latest church happenings. 
 

A letter has been sent to the Westover Job Corps thanking them for the repointing of brick work on 
the church building.  A copy of this is posted on the dining hall bulletin board. 

 

The heating zone valve for the library/brides room has been replaced by Mike Cross.  This 
should resolve the problems we’ve had in the past. 
 

The church’s emergency lights have been tested and repaired by Bob with no labor cost 
to the church. 
 

The Fire extinguishers have been inspected and replenished by Massachusetts Fire Technologies 
of West Springfield. 
 

The lawn mower has been stored for the winter and the snow blower readied for 
storms 

 

Maine Seacoast Mission 

Christmas is a very busy time for the 
Maine Seacoast Mission.  Each year 
the Mission distributes about 10,000 
holiday gifts to more than 3,200 chil-
dren, families, nursing home residents 
and prisoners at Christmastime.  They 
also operate the “Elves Workshop” in 
the Weald Bethel Community Center, 
where people can choose the gifts they 
would like to give to their families. 
 

The tradition of Mission Christmas pre-
sents began more than 100 years ago when the Mission 
brought gifts to island residents and lighthouse keepers.  The 
yearly donation this church makes to the Maine Seacoast Mis-
sion helps to continue this Christmas tradition as well as many 
other wonderful programs that help residents of Maine’s re-
mote coastal communities throughout the year.  To learn more 
about this mission visit seacoastmission.org. 
   
Submitted by Dorothy Cichonski, Chair of World Service 

World Service 

The World Service Committee 
would like to thank you for taking 
part in the Christmas Mission offer-
ing.  This is an important part of our 
budget.    

We would also like to thank you for 
your consistent donations all year 
long for the Food Pantry and The 
Samaritan Inn.  Please continue 
your donations to the Food Pan-
try—that need is not going 
away.  They are very appreciative 
of all that you do for them.  The 
thank you notes from our local mis-
sions are posted on the bulletin 
board in the hall. 
 

 

                            Property Committee Request 
The Property Committee is looking for a picnic table to replace the one 
at the side of the Old Town Hall building.   If you have 
one in good condition that you would be willing to do-
nate to the church, please call Bob Brownlee  
(568-7095) 

Line Dancing will re-

sume on April 

2nd, 2018.   

Thank you, 
Ardelle 
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On December 14th, we held our annual Christmas Luncheon and Par-
ty.  Cindy LaPlante put on a wonderful traditional turkey dinner 
which was enjoyed by all.   Many thanks for all her work and to 
Peggy for assistance with tickets and all she does to help us.    This 
meal was followed by our “Yankee Swap” gift exchange during 
which we shared many laughs. 
    
As usual, we do not have a meeting in January.  On February 8th at 
1PM, our meeting will feature Pastor Elva Pawle speaking, subject 
to be announced. 
    
Women’s Fellowship wishes a happy and healthy New Year to all 
church friends.  We look forward to 2018 with lots of anticipation 
and wellbeing.  
    
Respectfully submitted     Judy Lyon, Chairperson  

Winter Storm Cancellations 

If you think a church worship service or 
large event may be cancelled due to a 
storm, please tune in to TV22 or log on 
to WWLP.com or WGGB.com for  
cancellations. 
 

Small meeting cancellations and re-

hearsals will be handled by email and 

phone calls. 

Memorial Flowers  

Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated 
with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. 
There are many people and several groups 
in the Church as well as people from out of 
town who give flowers as a memorial, spe-

cial celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have 
given flowers for many years around the same date 
or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to think of 
people! After each service, the flowers are made into 
smaller bouquets which are given to sick, bereaved 
and shut-in members. If you would like to give Altar 
flowers for a particular Sunday,  Please call Peggy 
(568-2833) for more information. The cost of an ar-
rangement is $25.00. 



 
 First Congregational 

Church of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

 

To:  Members of First Congregational Church 

Subject: First Congregational Church Annual Meeting 

 

In accordance with the by-laws of the First Congregational Church, Westfield Ma., Article VIII, sec-
tion 2, The Annual Meeting of the Church shall take place during the month of February upon a 
date designated by the Church Committee. This year’s Annual meeting will take place on Sunday 
February 4th, 2018 with a snow date of Sunday February 11th. The meeting will take place follow-
ing worship service. The reports of all Officers Committees and affiliated organizations shall be 
made in writing and accepted at this meeting. Officers of the Church and Committees shall be 
elected at this meeting. Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot nominating one person for 
each position to be filled at the Annual Meeting of the Church. The right of a member to make nom-
inations from the floor shall always be recognized. This ballot shall be accepted by the church at 
this meeting. At the Annual Meeting of the Church, the members of the Church will vote on the 
budget as a single intact entity. 

 

Michelle Downs, Clerk 


