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Welcome to 2019 

 

As each New Year begins we look forward to many changes. This year holds the opportunity for 
much church growth. We are enjoying the services and pastoral care provided by Rev. Randy 
Hyvonen who has come to us as our Bridge minister for a few months. Many of us would like to 
have him continue in this position but he has plans to enjoy his retirement. How fortunate we are to 
have him for even a short time. He brings such caring service and has quickly become a loving 
member of our church family. 

 

We are searching for an interim pastor to lead us to a settled pastor. This is not a simple task and 
we are hopeful to find the pastor who will build our congregation for the future. The search commit-
tee is working steadily to accomplish this task. They ask for your support and prayers as they go 
forward.  While recently readings Billy Graham’s writings I read this “Having a vision means seeing 
what can be done, what ought to be done and how to get it done. The highest vision we can have is 
to glorify God by discovering God’s will for our lives- and then doing it.”  Let us this year work to ac-
complish the many tasks that are facing us as a congregation and doing it to the best of our ability. 

 

We are working with another congregation who are without a space to worship. With our large 
building we hope to provide them space to worship. Recently we have had ongoing discussion of 
being more involved in our community by increasing the use of our building. Opening our doors to 
events within the city is one of the means to accomplish this goal.  During the City of Westfield’s 
celebration of 350years we have become the location for several events included in that celebra-
tion.  Being actively involved in this will increase our visibility. Along with hosting some lectures the 
youth and their leaders are planning to create a float for the parade in May. This will take many 
hours and many hands. We are hopeful that you will volunteer to be of help both to the city and our 
church. Watch for opportunities described in church and city bulletins. Get involved. It will be fun. 

With God’s help let us accomplish great things and build our faith community. 

 

 

Forever Rely on God  

 

 

 

Mayme Lajoie 

Your Moderator 
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Our very tasty fundraiser�. 

Many thanks to all that sold, 
purchased or ate our 
fudge.  Thanks to your commit-
ment, we are able to send 21 
teens and chaperones on a 
two night retreat to NH this 
winter.  The kids really hustled 
selling fudge at Holiday Faire 
on the Green, as well as the 
Westfield Technical Academy 
(VOC).  Congratulations!  

 

Submitted by Tracy Gervais, 
Church School Director 

The Church School Committee will be hosting 
a Pasta Luncheon on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 10th. 
 

More details will be coming soon:.  

Kailey 
Downs 

manning 
the Fudge 
Table at 

the  
Westfield  
Technical  
Academy.  
Photo is 
from the 
Fair in 

January 13th will be host to a new service 
project.  Silly Sock Sunday!  Comb through 
your drawers and closets and find the silliest, 
most outrageous pair of socks you have and 
wear them to church.  We also ask that you 
bring a pair of new / unused socks to do-
nate.  We will distribute them to the shelters on 
January 22nd .  (In case you forget to bring a 
pair on the 13th, you can bring them on the 
20st.).  Last year we collected over 150 pair of 
socks to help provide basic comfort to those in 
need. 

 

SOUPER BOWL 2019 

Keep an eye on those canned 
soup sales during Janu-
ary.  Souper Bowl Sunday is 
February 3

rd
 this year and we 

are hoping to beat last year’s record!  We have 
many members of our local community that won-
der where their next meal is going to come 
from.  As we hold them in prayer, may we also do 
all we can to help. 

RESCHEDULED 

The Family Movie Night on January 11
th

 has been moved to January 
25

th.  Please update your calendars and plan on joining us.  We will be 
watching “I Can Only Imagine” (PG). 

As always, the doors open 6:15, movie starts at 6:30.  Popcorn and juice 
provided and you can bring your own snacks.  Hope to see you all there.   

 – Tracy Gervais 
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January Birthdays 
1/04 Richard Gaylord III 
1/05 Olivia Gamble 

1/05 Janet St. Jean 

1/06 Kelley Gervais 

1/07 Connor Benoit 
1/09 Danielle Garcia 

1/12 John Dillingham 

1/14 Dakota Fanion  

1/18 Elizabeth Rea 

1/19 Ruth Finney 

1/22 Nancy Condon 

1/22 Caleb O'Neil 
1/24 Linda Champagne 

1/27 Sabrina Hawks 

1/29 Donald Barnes, Sr. 
1/29 Sam Yesu 

Church school marked the birth of Christ with 
a special celebration.  All the children and 
youth had a birthday party for Jesus, com-
plete with cake, balloons and take home 
treats. 

Thank you Jim Yesu for the pictures & Tracy 
Gervais for making this day so special for the 
children. 

CHURCH SCHOOL DIRECTOR POSITION 

The First Congregational Church of Westfield will have an opening for a Church School Director 

starting in August 2019.  The Church School Director is responsible for the coordination and super-

vision of the design and implementation of the Sunday School education for the children from infan-

cy through grade 12.  The director is an individual who is willing to work closely with parents, volun-

teers, and other members of the congregation “to create a safe, spiritual, caring and accepting envi-

ronment while encouraging children to grow by honoring God’s Word and following Jesus’ exam-

ple.”  (Mission Statement adopted by Church School Comm. June 2004). 

Qualifications include certification in both First Aid and Infant/Children CPR, completion of First 

Church’s Safe Church Policy and a successful completion of a background and Cori check paid for 

by First Church. 

For a complete job description of duties and responsibilities and an appointment for an interview – 

please contact churchschool@churchonthegreen.org, call the office at 568-2833, or call Gail Ives – 
562-2621. 

The Food Pantry is always so grateful for our monthly 

donation of nonperishable items. Please remember the First 

Church tradition of bringing a donation on the First Sunday 

of the month, when we celebrate communion, 

and bring a donation next Sunday. Thank you.    

  

Attention All Committee Chairs 

   The annual reports from all  

   Committee Chairs are due   

         January 14th,  2019.   



    

Fundraising Events 
This is thanks to all who worked on fundraising during the year 2018. Each year the annual 
budget reflects a projected amount to be contributed through fund raising. Again this year we ac-
complished our goal. This is a combination of rummage sales, Holiday faire projects and sup-
pers. It is through the efforts of the ones who volunteer for these events that this is achieved. Do-
nations of funds time and materials makes this all possible. The efforts of each volunteer are ap-
preciated. There is a special thanks to Cliff Gamble who worked on every event but especially on 
the Holiday Faire. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Happy New Year 
Mayme Lajoie 

The Junior Choir sang at the service 
on Dec. 16th. 

The choir consists of: 

Samantha Albee, Madeleine 

Hamel, Mia Valenti, Ella Hamel, Ma-
ra Winer, Michael Winer, Will Fru-
wirth, Jacob Combs, Noah Perkins 
and  
Daniel Albee 

 

As you can see, they are having a 
great time!  

 

Picture sent by Debbie Samwell 

Thanks Debbie! 

Calling All Bakers! 
 
First Church will be hosting the January 9th 350th Anniversary Lec-
ture.  We will have a reception following the lecture and we need 
cookies.  If you could bake for the reception sign up on the sheet 
on the bulletin board or let the office know.  Thank you! 

The Church’s Youth Group is looking for space to 

work on a float for city’s 350th 

birthday celebration.  Please 

contact Jim Yesu with ques-

tions.  You can reach him at 

413.572.2991. 

  Community Table 
There is no Community Table for the month of 
December, the Jewish community was kind 
enough to cover Christmas Day so we could 
be home with our families.  
  
The Community Table will be 
scheduled  twice for the month of 
January.  The dates of January 
3rd and January 22nd will be 
filled by our church.   
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                  Diaconate 

On behalf of the Diaconate, I 
would like to thank all who had 
helped & assisted in the distri-
bution & delivery of the Christ-
mas Poinsettias this year.  We 
are grateful to all for the help. 

Thank you & Happy New Year 
to All! 

Martha Scavotto  

On December 1st we cele-

brated that holiday season 

with the Community Carol 

Festival.  The festival fea-

tured the New England 

Brass, The Senior Choir of 

First Church directed by 

Allan Taylor.    

Debbie Samwell submitted a 

couple pictures of the cele-

bration. 

From the Treasurer’s DeskFrom the Treasurer’s DeskFrom the Treasurer’s DeskFrom the Treasurer’s Desk    
Year End Financial Statements    will 
be mailed to all contributors by Jan-
uary 31, 2019.  All contributions for All contributions for All contributions for All contributions for 
2018 2018 2018 2018 must be in the church office 
by December 31st December 31st December 31st December 31st . 
Thank you,    

Cindy LaPlante,  

Treasurer 

Attention All  

Committee Chairs 

The annual reports from all  

Committee Chairs are due  

January 14th.   

Proud 

Great, 

Great 

grandmoth-

er Jean  

Zimmerman 

and the 

Garcia 

Family wel-

comed Mac-

Kenzie Jean 

Garcia on 

December 

12th. 



    Memorial Flowers  

Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorat-
ed with fresh floral arrangements on the 
Altar. There are many people and sev-
eral groups in the Church as well as 
people from out of town who give flow-
ers as a memorial, special celebration 
or holiday remembrance. Some have 

given flowers for many years around the same date 
or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to think of 
people! After each service, the flowers are made into 
smaller bouquets which are given to sick, bereaved 
and shut-in members. If you would like to give Altar 
flowers for a particular Sunday,  Please call Peggy 
(568-2833) for more information. The cost of an ar-
rangement is $25.00. 

Line Dancing will resume in 

April  2019.  Date will be forth-

coming.   

 

Thank you, 

Potluck Supper/Game Night 

                 Friday, January 25 at 6pm 

Please join us  for fun and fellow-
ship at our potluck supper. It will 
be hosted by Lisa Crean at 65 
Rachel Terrace, Westfield. A 
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board, or you can call Alice Flyte 

at 413-454-7822 who will be coor-
dinating food. We always have a 
great variety of dishes to sample 
and share, plus games to add a bit 
of friendly competition and laugh-
ter. 

Winter Storm Cancellations 

If you think a church worship ser-
vice or large event may be can-
celled due to a storm, please tune 
in to TV22 or log on to WWLP.com 
or WGGB.com for  
cancellations. 
 

Small meeting cancellations and 

rehearsals will be handled by email 

and phone calls. 

Please Notify the Church Office When�  

� � You or a family member would like a visit. 

� � You have a change of address. 

� � Your Phone number has changed. 

� � Your email address has changed 

“Christmas Greetings 2018 from the Pomeroys “ 

 We have been in our apartment here in Acton, MA for a year now. Our apartment is just 6 miles 
from our 2 youngest grandkids, Declan 11, and Adalia 9, and their parents. They are doing well in 
school and with their violins. Our two West Coast grandkids, Dan and Marissa are doing well. 

We have had nice visits from Carol & Pat from Ohio and Donna and Tom from New York this Fall. 

Our current apartment is on the 2nd floor, but we are planning on moving soon to a garden apart-
ment on the ground floor. It will be in the adjacent town of Westford, MA, but only 100 yards away, 
in the same complex. We will be glad not to have to climb stairs and will have a walkout patio/
garden area, and be somewhat larger. Will send our new address after we move. 

We wish all of our friends and relatives a very happy Christmas and New Year. 

Warm regards, 

Phyllis and Richard 
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During our December 13th meeting we enjoyed a turkey dinner meal with all 
the fixin’s, thanks to Cindy LaPlante who did a wonderful job with her volun-
teer crew.   Thanks to all who helped prepare the meal  and serve us.  After the 
meal, we had fun with our traditional Yankee Swap and all went smoothly – 
there were only a few swaps.  One was Pastor Randy swapping with his wife 
Karen – he took her box of chocolates and gave her his amaryllis plant.    An-
other was Mayme  swapping her gift for the Christmas furry slippers Judy had 
received.     NOT  NICE !!!!NOT  NICE !!!!NOT  NICE !!!!NOT  NICE !!!!    

Our next meeting  will be held on Thursday January 10January 10January 10January 10thththth        at 1PM as we wel-
come  Rev. Randy Hyvonen.   All are welcome for this time of fellowship.    
    
Judy Lyon, ChairpersonJudy Lyon, ChairpersonJudy Lyon, ChairpersonJudy Lyon, Chairperson        

Thank you Deb-

bie Samwell for 

the wonderful 

pictures you cap-

tured at the 

Christian Fellow-

ship Holiday 

Luncheon.  Bob 

Rising also cele-

brate his 90th 

birthday that day 

too! 



 
 First Congregational 

Church of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 
Westfield MA 01085 

Www.churchonthegreen.org  

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

 

To:  Members of First Congregational Church 

Subject: First Congregational Church Annual Meeting 

 

In accordance with the by-laws of the First Congregational Church, Westfield Ma., Article VIII, sec-
tion 2, The Annual Meeting of the Church shall take place during the month of February upon a 
date designated by the Church Committee. This year’s Annual meeting will take place on Sunday 
February 3rd, 2019 with a snow date of Sunday February 10th. The meeting will take place follow-
ing worship service. The reports of all Officers Committees and affiliated organizations shall be 
made in writing and accepted at this meeting. Officers of the Church and Committees shall be 
elected at this meeting. Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot nominating one person for 
each position to be filled at the Annual Meeting of the Church. The right of a member to make nom-
inations from the floor shall always be recognized. This ballot shall be accepted by the church at 
this meeting. At the Annual Meeting of the Church, the members of the Church will vote on the 
budget as a single intact entity. 

 

Michelle Downs, Clerk 


