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Dear friends, 

When my children were small, I weaned them very gradually. They had their bottles (after a time of 
nursing) at regular times. (When they were toddling, I never allowed them to carry a bottle.) Eventually, 
little by little, bottles were “disappeared” and they hardly seemed to notice. This made me a believer in 
small changes, over a period of time. This doesn’t always work, but it very often does.  

I want to thank all of you for being willing to make some pretty drastic changes, quite suddenly. On 
March 15, we had our last “in-person” worship service. I remember how strange it was to refrain from 
holding hands, shaking hands or giving hugs, and keeping distance. Three months later, here we are, 
still keeping distance, wearing masks in public and not quite yet meeting in person. Several who have 
no internet met last week in the sanctuary to watch the service on the house TV. The amazing Covid-19 
Task force (Cindy LaPlante, Dan Koehne, and Michelle Downs), as well as others in church leadership 
(Allan Taylor, Mayme Lajoie, Tom Samwell, and Bob Brownlee), have worked meticulously to prepare 
all things to keep everyone safe and protected. The few who attended cooperated with alacrity in order 
to make things run smoothly. The staff have done everything possible to make sure protocols are fol-
lowed. I am grateful for so many conscientious, smart and dedicated individuals. 

Though the changes came suddenly in the beginning, the changes in returning are gradual. This is as it 
should be. Allan, Rachel and I have done everything we know in order to produce a high-quality, beauti-
ful and meaningful service on Facebook. I have always welcomed your comments and suggestions. I 
believe we will continue with the on-line services, even when more of us start to come together, in a 
gradual and responsible way. Many can’t wait and others are more cautious. I understand and appreci-
ate both viewpoints and approaches. 

Also last week, we had a moving and quite successful prayer vigil. Folks were masked, distanced, rev-
erent and full of love. It was a pleasant evening, with some dark clouds that parted right at the end of 
our gathering, revealing our church in a radiant burst of sunlight. It felt very holy. (See picture.)  There is 
a song I love called “Woyaya” that I hope you’ll hear someday: 

We are going, Heaven knows where we are going 

But we know within 

We will get there, Heaven knows when we will get there 

But we know we will… 

It will be hard, we know, and the road will be muddy and rough 

But we’ll get there, Heaven knows how we will get there, 

But we know we will. 

Thank you for your willingness. Thank you for your graciousness. Thank you for your patience and your 
temperate allowance for all kinds of opinions and concerns. You are wonderful people and I am hon-
ored to be your pastor for a time. 

Love in Christ always, 

Pastor Julie 
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Message from Church School 

We wish everyone a safe happy summer.  During the summer months we will 

come up with a plan on how to continue our Christian Ed. learning.  Details will 

be in upcoming newsletters.  Again we thank all those who made this past year 

possible and kept our youth connected.  We look forward to “seeing” (even if it’s 

by video) everyone in the fall. 

Stay safe, 

Church School Committee 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 

Church Census – Once every 5 years the Church takes a census to find out who our mem-
bers are. The census also includes questions about your age, your work status, who lives 
with you, and much more. We use it to better serve the people who are connected to our 
church NOW. 

All Church Survey – The Search Committee is interested in genuinely knowing how you feel 
about important theological beliefs, preferences for our new pastor, and where you would like 
to see First Church headed. The survey will help us to know what is on your mind.  

Please take the time to fill these out and mail them back. And, if you have any questions, 
please be in touch. We love mail (and phone calls) too.  

Janet St. Jean 
Chair, Search Committee 
413-563-5156 
janetstjean@comcast.net 

Another month of social distancing and we are doing well. 

Some have ventures out to church as they are unable to view the service from home. This has been 
a good experience. We will continue to provide a viewing each Sunday through the month of July. If 
you have not been given the opportunity to attend and are not able to access the service at home 
please call me 568-1057 and be added to the list to attend. Registering is required to comply with 
State regulations. 
All safety practices are in place for those attending the service. 

If you are feeling like I am I’m getting tired of my own company and looking forward to the time when 

we can be together. Please call anytime just to chat and fill the hours with love. 

We hope to have good new in our August newsletter.  

Summer is here.  Mayme your moderator 
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Forms & Church Directories 
The rack on the wall outside the copy room is 
where you will find a “Church Use Request 
Form”, forms for “Request for Custodial Assis-
tance”, “Request for Use of Church Property 
and Request for Reimbursement”.  
Also a First Church Phone Directo-
ry can be found there. 

                       Fall Rummage Sale 

YES  it’s going to happen.  We are already setting up in the Old Town Hall building and plans are to 
set the date (s) for September 2020.  Being in that building, we are able to set it up and have it open 
more than 1 ½ days.  This will be the only fund raiser planned for the fall.  (? Right Mayme?)   
 
HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP: 
If you have donations for the rummage sale, please call the office and set up a convenient time to 
bring in your items.  We will be able to take them directly into the Town Hall 
building and not have to carry them over later from the church building.   
 
We will be needing more persons to help us during hours we are open.  Each 
shift will need 6 persons.   Dates and times will be determined later, but please 
think about coming in to give us a hand during the hours the sale is open.   It will 
be greatly appreciated.   

Plans for Christian Fellowship starting in September are still up 
in the air.   We will be setting up the programs for the beginning 
of our season as soon as we are able.     

STAY TUNED    

Thanks, JUDY LYON  

July Birthdays 
7/01-Cindy Gaylord 
7/01- Emily Salzer 
7/06-Kathy Irwin 
7/8-Joe Balzano 
7/10-Gladys Hedge 
7/11-Michelle Downs 
7/17-Carolyn Hunt 
7/18-Donna Wolanin 
7/20-Ariana Rodriguez 
7/25-Kyle LaPlante 
7/25- Gillian Ledoux 
7/26-Zack Grobe 
7/27-Christine Gaugh 
7/29– Norah James 
7/31- Lori LaPlante 

Soup Kitchen 
We have been asked to 
serve at soup kitchen in the 
month of July. Due to the 
pandemic requirement have 
changed and we will be pre-
paring take out bag meals on 
July 28th. We would appreci-
ate  donations of cookies or 
brownies, and fruit to include 
in these meals. Please have 
them at the church before 3 
pm on July 28. 
 
Thank you. 
World Service 

    Call the church office about hospitalizations and           
        prayer list updates 
 
If you know of someone in the congregation who has been hospi-

talized, has upcoming surgery or in need of our prayers,  please 

call the church office so that Pastor Julie 

knows. We would rather get ten phone calls 

about the same person, than not hear when 

someone is in need of pastoral care.  
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Our thanks to Linda Hauk & Janet 
Kedzierski who planted flowers 
in the front church entry and to Mar-
tha (Gary) Rheaume for adopting 
our barrel by the Academy St. en-
trance.   Thanks to them for making 
those areas look colorful and wel-
coming. 
 

Cream of Fresh Asparagus Soup recipe offered  by Joyce Bard. 

Members  from the  American Inn—Betsy Gaylord, Shirley An-

derson, Lesley Lorenzen and Libby Dillingham, practicing Safe 

Distance. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 

 
                                      JULY 5TH & 12TH, JULY 19 & 26      

  ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE SUNDAY SERVICES AT    

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT 10:00AM 

On June 14th, we had a 

moving and quite suc-

cessful prayer vigil. Folks 

were masked, distanced, 

reverent and full of love. It 

was a pleasant evening, 

with some dark clouds 

that parted right at the 

end of our gathering, re-

vealing our church in a 

radiant burst of sunlight. It 

felt very holy.  

Below are 3 pictures of 

members who attended. 
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We’re on the web! 

Www.churchonthegreen.org 

First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Summer Flowers  
 

Each Wednesday our Sanctuary is 
decorated with fresh floral ar-
rangements on the Altar,  If you 
have flowers you would like to 
decorate the sanctuary  with 
please call Peggy (568-2833) for 
more information.  
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