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Dear Friends,
During these beautiful days of early summer, I’ve had a good time gardening, which is one of my favorite
activities. I’ve been planting annuals in containers, weeding perennial beds, and watering, watering, watering. Gardening has become more and more enjoyable for me, in the years since my children have
grown and flown the nest.
In some ways, gardening is similar to ministry. Ministers and gardeners love to participate in the beauty of
God’s creation. Ministers and gardeners like to tend living things: to help things grow and, when necessary, prune away whatever gets in the way of new growth. Pulling up weeds and raking away dead
leaves can be tedious tasks, but ministers and gardeners know that new life thrives when there is room to
grow. Sometimes gardening entails making a space for something new. Gardeners clear beds, add fertilizer, and prepare the ground for new plantings.
For the past fourteen years, you and I have been tending God’s garden at First Congregational Church
together. It has been my privilege and my joy to serve among you. In many ways, we have grown spiritually and as a congregation. Now, as I depart, a space is needed, in which a new pastor can minister. My
prayer is that the space will be a good and healthy space where your ministry together will flourish.
As an ordained pastor In the United Church of Christ, I am bound by the UCC Code of Ethics in Ministry.
Those ethics require that, when a pastor departs from a church, the departing pastor must end contact
with members of the former congregation, so that the church can build a positive relationship with its new
pastor. For this reason, beginning on August 6, it will be unethical for me to serve members of the congregation and the community in a pastoral capacity (for example, funerals, weddings, and pastoral counseling). For a period of time, between one and three years, I am required to observe a no-contact
boundary with members of the community and congregation, so that the new minister can be welcomed,
and a fruitful relationship with the congregation can develop.
This boundary also applies to social media, something departing pastors didn’t have to address years
ago. Today, pastoral ethics require me to refrain from giving pastoral care through digital communication
like email and texting, or on social media like Facebook. After the one to three year “no contact” period,
contact may be re-established after negotiation with the new pastor.
I will do this with some sadness, since I have been blessed by your love and friendship for so many years.
Endings are difficult, but I make this ending with the conviction that the future ministry of First Church requires a space to be created, in which your next pastor can come to know you, and your relationship as
pastor and congregation can take root and blossom. I take heart from my conviction that we will bring glory to God when we open ourselves to what God will be doing in the future life of this congregation.
On August 5, my last Sunday as your Pastor, we will join in a Liturgy of Farewell. We will release each
other from the duties that have joined us as pastor and congregation, and offer encouragement to each
other as we move into new seasons of ministry. I ask for your prayers, as I depart, and I will hold all of
you in prayer.
Some of you have asked about my future plans. I have accepted a part time position at the First Congregational Church of Millbury. Since it is part time, it will allow me more time with my family. My first Sunday there is September 9.
Yours in Christ,

We hope everyone has a great summer break.
Church School will start again on September
9th. We will jump start the year with a Registration Breakfast Again this year Tracy
Gervais will be our Church School Director.

SUMMER HOURS
Church Office Schedule
July – August
During July and August, the Office will be open
Tuesday and Thursdays from 9 to 2 beginning

Look for more exciting information for our
Church School Program.

the week of July 1st.

Gail

Regular office hours will resume

August 20th.

Mission Trip July 8 – 13
After worship on July 8, our Mission Trip Ministry
Team will be departing for Glocester, Rhode Island, where we will spend a week doing service
projects in the Providence area. Donations of
food and bottled water will be much appreciated!

Forms & Church Directories
The rack on the wall outside the
copy room is where you will find a
“Church Use Request Form”, forms
for “Request for Custodial Assistance”, “Request for Use of Church Property
and Request for Reimbursement”. Also a First
Church Phone Directory can be found there.

Rev. Elva Merry Pawle

Preparations for the Holiday Fair
This may seem a bit early but it’s never too soon to start creating sale items for the Fair. I’m looking for anyone with a skill such as painting, arranging flowers, knitting, crocheting, picture framing,
quilting and many more. If you have a talent and are willing to share it
see me. We do have materials stored for many projects and would like to
have them used.
Do you have a talent that was not mentioned please offer? We are looking for
creative items.
Mayme Lajoie 568-1057 or mel1938@comcast.net

Coloring sheets and activity books will be
available all summer long. Children are always welcome in the worship service. Babies
and toddlers can feel free to visit the nursery
all summer. Sunday school will resume on
September 10th! If you have
any questions, please feel free
to contact
Tracy Gervais.

COMING IN SEPTEMBER:
PANCAKE BREAKFAST AND SUNDAY
SCHOOL REGISTRATION
Sunday, September 9th at 11:00am
Pancakes, sausages, fruit salad, Juice,
Milk and Coffee
We will also offer gluten free
pancakes!

The Weather could not stop
the Annual Church Picnic!
Pictured above are the
Gambles, Silas Yesu &
friend Wade & the Hauks
attempted to wrap a gift
with one hand (I heard Linda Hauk say she gave up)..
To the left Kelley & Christian Gervais pass a lifesaver on toothpicks , on right
Jack Queenin gives it a
great try.

MEMBERSHIP/FELLOWSHIP
Membership/Fellowship monthly dining picnic Sat. July 21 at 5pm at Stanley Park, entrance
#4 off of Kensington Ave. Bring your own picnic, chairs or blanket. Some tables are available. Afterwards, we can take a walk through the rose gardens at the park. Contact Alice Flyte
at 413-454-7822 for information.
Submitted by Alice Flyte

July Birthdays

August Birthdays

7/01-Cindy Gaylord
7/01-Emily Salzer
7/06– Kathy Irwin
7/8– Joe Balzano
7/10-Gladys Hedge
7/11-Michelle Downs
7/11-Kasey Fillion
7/17-Carolyn Hunt
7/18-Donna Wolanin
7/20-Ariana Rodriguez
7/20– Morgan Fillion
7/24-Millie Billings
7/25-Kyle LaPlante
7/25- Gillian Ledoux
7/26-Zack Grobe
7/27-Christine Gaugh
7/29– Norah James
7/31- Lori LaPlante

8/02- Debbie Yesu
8/02- Alex Benoit
8/03-Tina Harris
8/07- Fred Nason
8/08-Justin Klaubert
8/09– Michele Mayhew
8/10-Tim Grimaldi
8/10-Jacob Combs
8/12-Bruce Dunlop
8/12 Grace Connors
8/17 Carl Grobe
8/18-Cindy LaPlante
8/19-Susan Hiltbrand
8/22-Donald Manley
8/24- Grace Mayhew
8/26-Kathy Sample
8/27-Coretta Seguin
8/28-Silas Yesu

8/29-Sam Polley
8/30-MaKenzie Glaze
8/31-Ralph Cortis
8/31-Michael Winer
8/31-Denise Granger

Women’s Get Together

Women’s Get Together Group
will meet on Thursday July
26th and August 23rd. We
get together the 4th Thursday
of the month from 10:00-2:00.
You can bring anything you
like to do in your leisure time.
Or, learn something new, work
on something for next fall’s
fair. Or, just come down to socialize. Bring something to
share for lunch.
It’s just great to
get together.

Memorial Flowers
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated with
fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. There
are many people and several groups in the
Church as well as people from out of town
who give flowers as a memorial, special celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have
given flowers for many years around the same
date or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to think of people! After each service, the flowers are made into smaller bouquets which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in members.
If you would like to give Altar flowers for a particular Sunday,
Please call Peggy (568-2833) for more information. The cost
of an arrangement is $25.00.

From the Treasurer's ….

Please try to keep your pledge up to date
this summer. Quarterly statements will
be mailed the second week of July.

Our thanks to Rick and Linda Hauk who planted flowers
in the front church entry and to Martha (Gary) Rheaume
for adopting our barrel by the Academy St.
entrance. Thanks to them for making those
areas look colorful and welcoming.

Thanks, Cindy LaPlante

Fall Rummage Sale
Summer is a time many of us clean out items we no longer have a use for.
After the Spring Sale success we are hoping to repeat that success for the Fall
Rummage Sale. Start putting aside items to donate.
Thanks in advance, Mayme Lajoie, chairperson

Calling all WomenN.. Women’s RetreatN.
Each of us starts our day with the objective to be the best Christian woman we can. However, as
busy women, we often get derailed. We end up juggling demands of work, home, family and can
forget to follow through on what we need to fulfill our role in God’s community. Please join us at
the following retreat held at Mt. Monadnock where we can come together in fellowship and where
we can retreat from the daily grind and focus on our own spirituality.
When: 2:00 Friday, October 19 – 4:00 Sunday, October 21.
Where: Mt. Monadnock Christian Ministries, Jaffrey, NH
Who: Any female that seeks to learn more about herself and her relationship with God.
Why: Because you are important and taking time to keep yourself religion healthy is important.

Additional details:
We will arrange carpooling once we have a list of attendees. The cost is $159 and this includes all
meals. There is a long list of activities to enjoy outside the worship services. Additional information
can be found on https://monadnockchristianministries.org/women/ If you are interested please see
Tracy Gervais to complete a registration form. We will need a deposit of $50 and the balance will
be due on the day of check in.

Submitted by Tracy Gervais

CELEBRATE WITH US!

MY DEACON IS ...

Our members are important to us. Each
Deacon is assigned a
list of members. We
There will be a reception immediately followare there to help you
ing the service.
out. Please contact
your Deacon if you
have any needs.
Call the church office about hospitalizations and
There is an updated
prayer list updates
list of Deacons and
If you know of someone in the congregation who has been Hos- their members postpitalized, has upcoming surgery or in need of our prayers,
ed on the bulletin
please call the church office so that Pastor Elva knows. We
board.
Please join us on Aug. 5th to Celebrate Pastor Elva’s retirement. The service will reflect our celebration of our lives together pastor & congregation.

would rather get ten phone calls about the same person, than
not hear when someone is in need of pastoral
care.

Churches Alive Update
The Churches Alive Ministry Team has studied and reflected on all the conversations we’ve had as
a congregation over the past year, as we discern together God’s purpose for our church. From all
that was shared in those conversations, the group has distilled four “core values:” life and spiritgiving qualities that uniquely define our church. They are:
Honoring heritage
Growing in faith
Embracing all
Serving Church and Community
We hope that these qualities will guide us as we move into the next phase of Churches Alive, the
“Alignment” phase. In that phase we will look at our current organizational structure, and ask if that
structure is helping us live out our commitment to those core values.
If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to any of the Churches Alive Ministry Team
members:
Rick Gaylord
Martha Roman
Jim Yesu
Rev. Elva Merry Pawle

World Service Committee
The World Service Committee has decided to focus some of our local mission work on Franklin
Avenue School in Westfield MA. Their needs are great. It is a school with approximately 250
students who live in the Orange St.- Franklin St. - Elm St. area and in the Meadow St. neighborhoods. For school year 2018-2019, their student body will be children in Kindergarten through
Grade 4.
The staff at Franklin Avenue School believe that a school is more than bricks and mortar; it is a
place where dreams are nourished, struggles are encouraged , and respect is woven into its cultural fabric. Each child is cherished for her/his unique personality, skills, and attributes. The
Franklin Avenue School provides varied and relevant opportunities for its students to become
good citizens, great readers, and strong learners.
Many of the children come from disadvantaged homes, such as foster homes, living with grandparents, homelessness, or transient living. They don't have the security of food, housing, rituals,
or belonging that our children may have. These students have a low income and have needs for
food, clothing, support, and love. This group of children would greatly benefit from YOUR time,
talent, and donations.
TIME: In September, the Principal Chris Tolpa will be starting a mentoring program for adults
who want to spend a half hour a week or every two weeks with a student. The adult would spend
the time reading, playing games, talking with the child, and being a consistent presence in the
child's life. Ideally, the adult would be able to follow the child through all the grades at Franklin
Ave School. If you are interested, please call Darlene Biggs at 568-3052.
TALENT: Do you like gardening or landscaping? The school has several small "gardens" that
need attention.
Do you have any artistic talent for drawing and painting artwork? The staff has some ideas for
adding creative artwork to the building, and they need someone who can draw and paint.
Are you someone who likes to organize items? They would like someone to help them organize
their armoire where children's clothing is stored. They have other needs as well. If you would
like to share your talents with the school, call Darlene Biggs at 568-3052.
DONATIONS:
They are in need of the following items for the children:
Clothing - gently worn or new items would be appreciated - underwear, pants, shirts, socks, jackets, etc.
Healthy snacks - granola bars, popcorn, string cheese, etc
Used or new bicycles
Food bags for the families before school breaks, such at Thanksgiving, Christmas, February
vacation, etc.
Washer and dryer for staff to clean the children's clothing if they become soiled during the school
day and to wash the donated clothing
Let us show our love for God and our community by joining together to meet the needs of the
children and staff at Franklin Avenue School in Westfield.

Submitted by Darlene Biggs

Women’s Fellowship Newsletter
July/August 2018
This past year has been a success for Women’s Fellowship. Thanks
to all who helped make it possible. We are looking forward to another season which starts off in September with our pot luck lunch
on Thursday, September 13th at 11:30 AM.
Sign-up sheets will be
up mid-August. All church members are invited. Start looking
for a photo of yourself taken before you turned 20 years old. Put
your name on the back and bring it to the luncheon where you
will attach it to a paper with spaces for other attendees to guess
who the person is. There will be prizes for the most INCORRECT
guesses. Yes, we want to fool everybody. Should be fun and hope
to see you there after a wonderful summer season. Please enjoy
some of the pictures from the Luncheon on June 14th submitted by
Debbie Samwell.

Judy Lyon, Chairman

Jan & Rita Willard

Muriel & Judy Lyon

Gloria Barnes & Phil Gould

Left: Rick & Linda
Hauk.

Right: Millie Billings &
Lesley Lorenzen.

Left: Libby Dillingham
& Judy Schrecke.
Right: Cathy Harrington & Marlene Hills.

Left: Jean Rainey
& Shirley Glaze.
Right: Norma
Woodruff & Joyce
Piper.

Left: Nancy Osowski
& Linda Champagne.

Right: Jackie Thayer
& Joan Deacon.

Left: Jean Zimmerman
& Marylyn Smith.
Right: Phillis Lindberg &
Helen Blaha.

The talent show fundraiser on June
15th was a big success. We had 11
fantastic contestants with a wide
range of entertainment, from magic,
dance, singing with instrumental accompaniment, and story-telling. The
audience was treated to some fine
talent and a lot of laughs. The Mission Trip Committee thanks everyone for their support – the contestants, the sponsors, the audience
and the team who made it happen.
Submitted by Judy Lyon
Judy Lyon
3rd Place Angelina Silansky

13+ talent First Place Madison Curbelo

Dee, daughter of Judy Lyon

Nancy Condon

Youth talent:
1st place Ella Hamel played the ukulele and sang.
2nd place Cailyn Crean did an Irish dance
3rd place Angelina Silansky sang and played the ukulele with her Dad
13 + talent:
1st place Madison Curbelo played guitar while sang an original song written for her parents
2nd place Jason Bilodeau played the ukulele
3rd place = Livia Shepard played the keyboard and sang "Burn"

RECIPE OF THE MONTH SUBMITTED
BY MAYME LAJOIE SHARED WITH BEVERLY GAMBLE
MINTED CANTALOUPE SOUP WITH FRESH LIME.
Delicately sweetened melon blended with vanilla, mint, and lime —— what a refreshing treat
on a hot summer day!
Ingredients
8-ounce container nonfat or low-fat vanilla yogurt
4 cups diced cantaloupe
1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon sugar
1/4 cup chopped fresh mint leaves
1 1/2 to 2 tablespoons fresh lime juice
Sprigs of fresh mint (optional)
Put yogurt, cantaloupe, sugar, and 1/4 cup mint, in order listed, in a food processor or blender. Process until smooth.
Pour into a large stainless steel or glass bowl, cover with plastic wrap, and refrigerate until
well chilled, at least 1 hour.
Time Saver: To chill the soup quickly put it in the freezer
for 20 to 25 minutes, or until very cold, occasionally stirring
at the edges with a rubber scraper. Chill the soup bowls at
the same time.

To serve, stir in lime juice. Pour soup into individual bowls, garnish with mint leaves, and
serve immediately.
Variation For a taste of the Caribbean, add 1 teaspoon grated fresh gingerroot and 3 tablespoons frozen orange-pineapple concentrate to the food processor or blender and process
with the yogurt mixture.

First Congregational Church
of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield, MA 01085
Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835

We’re on the web!
Www.churchonthegreen.org

Food Pantry Donations
On Sunday, July 1st & Sunday August
5th you are invited to bring a nonperishable item for the Westfield Food Pantry. This is part of our tradition at First
Church, bringing donations of food for
the needy on Communion Sunday.
Of course donations are appreciated any
time and are badly needed.

World Service Committee

