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Dear friends, 

Nearly four months have flown by since my first snowy week with you in March. I have enjoyed being 
with you, laughing, studying, eating (!), working and praising God together. I try to visit all who have a 
need, be available in office time, after church, or anytime that works for you. I hope you do realize I 
am here and my door is always open to you. 

Time is fast-approaching to begin in earnest the interim work we have before us. We have had a 
good adjustment/getting acquainted period and now we need to “buckle down” to matters that will 
make a big difference in your future as a church with a new settled pastor. I read a story recently 
about a minister who had a conversation with his congregation about how the community around 
them had changed in the last fifty years. (I was keenly interested in this, having just attended such a 
presentation in your very own friendship hall.) When they finished talking about all the striking chang-
es they had seen in those years, the minister asked them, “How have we responded to those chang-
es?” The answer was, they hadn’t. 

You have been graciously willing to implement some changes in the past few months. You have sung 
with me, clapped with me, and engaged in some “interactive” sermons. You have even consented to 
sitting together as one body in the center of the sanctuary! These are good signs. 

But there needs to be more. I don’t know what changes may be in store for you. I am not guiding you 
to certain changes, just certain change. In order to take on the topics of change and creating a new 
and exciting future, we will be meeting every second Sunday, starting in September. Call it “Second 
Sunday, Second Hour.” On the second Sunday of the month, we will gather in the friendship hall for 
coffee hour and lively discussion. The purpose of these gatherings is to answer the following ques-
tions: Who are we? Who is our neighbor? Who/what is God calling us to be/do? It will be provocative 
and it will be fun!  

Prior to these Second Sunday gatherings I would like everyone to read a book. It’s called Beyond Re-
sistance: The Institutional Church Meets the Postmodern World, by John Dorhauer, General 
Minister and President of the United Church of Christ. Rev. Dorhauer wrote this book when he was a 
conference minister in the Southwest. He identifies three periods of the Church: Church 1.0 (Jesus to 
the Reformation), Church 2.0 (Church from the Reformation to today) and Church 3.0 (the church that 
is emerging, with fuzzy outlines). 

We will discuss this book on our first “Second Sunday, Second Hour” after coffee hour. You can sign 
up for a book on Sunday. I encourage everyone to participate in this congregational endeavor. 

 

Summer love and blessings to all, 

 

Pastor Julie 

 

 



Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the 
copy room is where you will find a 
“Church Use Request Form”, forms 
for “Request for Custodial Assis-
tance”, “Request for Use of Church Property 
and Request for Reimbursement”.  Also a First 
Church Phone Directory can be found there. 

We hope everyone has a great 
summer break.  Church School 
will start again on September 
8th We will jump start the year 
with a Registration Ice Cream 
Social after church.  This year 

Rachel Costigan-Adams will act as our Church 
School Director (aren't’ we lucky). Michael 
Winer will continue as the Nursery School Su-
pervisor and will cover the summer Sun-
days.  Look for more exciting information for 
our Church School Program. 

Submitted by 

Sherry Balzano, Church School Director 

SUMMER HOURS 

           Church Office Schedule    
     July – August 
 

During July and August, the Office will be open 

Tuesday and Thursdays from 9 to 2 beginning  

the week of July 1st.  

Regular office hours will resume  

August 12th. 

Coloring sheets and activity books 
will be available all summer long.  
Children are always welcome in the 
worship service.  Babies and tod-

dlers can feel free to visit the nursery all sum-
mer.  Sunday school will resume on Septem-
ber 8th!  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the school office. 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER: 

   ICE CREAM SOCIAL AND  SUNDAY  
   SCHOOL REGISTRATION               

Sunday, September 8th at 11:00am 

More information to come. 

A Note from Church School Director Ra-
chel Costigan-Adams  

I am so elated and eager to be stepping up to 
the Church School Director position!  

A bit about myself: I am a recent graduate of 
Westfield State University, with a bachelors in 
Ethnic and Gender Studies. Following a gap 
year, I hope to attend the Hartford Seminary 
for my Master's degree. I am a Westfield na-
tive. I was baptized in this church and attend-
ed as a kid with my grandmother. 
 

I've worked at the Boys and Girls Club of 
Greater Westfield for nearly 10 years, but my 
time at the Club extends further back to when 
I first signed up to attend their after-school 
program in the second grade. My experiences 
at the Club were a big influence on my decid-
ing to apply for this position. I've learned a lot 
of lessons that I will carry with me for life, like 
seeing each other as human (with feelings, 
struggles and vulnerabilities), because the 
world can be tough and can make us hard, 
but we can choose to see with compassion 
and spirit. Or the importance of always giving 
back to your community and being able to fall 
back on it when hard times hit. I see these 
ideals here in this church community. I hope 
that, with the help of God and discernment 
with the youth, we can amplify and bring to life 
some of these ideals in ways God may be 
calling us to do.  
 

As I prepare for the school year to come, I 
have already received so much support and 
love, and for that I am beyond thankful. 
 

Best,  Rachel Costigan-Adams" 

Thank you for the amazing opportuni-
ty to serve the Lord and our children.  
I  wish to thank each and every one of 
you and pray  to keep this vital pro-

gram going. 
 

With Great Admiration & with Great Affection, 
Tracy Gervais 



MEMBERSHIP/FELLOWSHIP 

 

                                                                    Who Are You?  
Do you know the name of everyone in the congregation?  Do they know you?  To be more wel-
coming and to get to know names of other members, we encourage everyone to wear a name 
tag.  Knowing the names of congregation members also helps new attendees interact and connect 
with us.  
Do you have a name tag? ... never had one? ... haven’t seen it in a while?  ... would you like 
one?  Please see any member of the Membership/Fellowship Committee to place your order . 

 

Submitted by Alice Flyte 

Women’s Get Together  Group  (Bev Gamble’s Group) 

We have been meeting on the fourth Thursday of the month for some time. The group planned 
to work on items that are hobby projects possibly to donate to the Holiday Fair and provide wel-
come fellowship. We always have a pot luck lunch with Bev’s delicious homemade soup. If you 
have not joined the group you have missed some of the most delicious and healthy soups. 

We are proposing a change to increase our function. We will be meeting on the fourth Tuesday 
(Soup Kitchen Day) to help prepare the food for the monthly meal at Soup Kitchen giving 
Jean Zimmerman a hand in that preparation. Our lunch plan will not change. Join us, bring 
something to share, work on projects and enjoy Bev’s soup. 

We look forward to anyone joining us regularly or just for the occasional day. 

Note: Change of Date—from Fourth Thursday to Fourth Tuesday. 

Please join us and have great fellowship. 

            WORLD SERVICE NEWS 

Thank you to everyone for continuing to support our missions through your donations of funds, food, 
and other resources. In an effort to boost donations to the Westfield Food Pantry, we’re going to 
have monthly themes with suggested items to donate. We’ll kick it off with “Spaghetti September” 
when we’ll collect pasta sauce, pasta, canned tomatoes, tomato paste, etc. Of course, any nonper-
ishable items are always appreciated.  

Submitted by Lisa Queenin, Chair World Service 

                       Fall Rummage Sale 

Summer is a time many of us clean out items we no longer have a use for. 
After the Spring Sale success we are hoping to repeat  that success for the Fall 
Rummage Sale.   Start putting aside items to donate. 
 

Thanks in advance,  Mayme Lajoie, chairperson 



July Birthdays 

7/01-Cindy Gaylord 

7/01-Emily Salzer 
7/06-Kathy Irwin 

7/8-Joe Balzano 

7/10-Gladys Hedge 

7/11-Michelle Downs 

7/17-Carolyn Hunt 
7/18-Donna Wolanin 

7/20-Ariana Rodriguez 

7/24-Millie Billings 

7/25-Kyle LaPlante 

7/25- Gillian Ledoux 

7/26-Zack Grobe 

7/27-Christine Gaugh 

7/29– Norah James 

7/31- Lori LaPlante 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August  Birthdays 

8/01-Julie Olmsted 

8/02- Debbie Yesu 

8/02- Alex Benoit 
8/03-Tina Harris 

8/07- Fred Nason 

8/08-Justin Klaubert 
8/09– Michele Mayhew 

8/10-Tim Grimaldi 
8/10-Jacob Combs 

8/12-Bruce Dunlop 

8/12 Grace Connors 

8/17 Carl Grobe 

8/18-Cindy LaPlante 

8/19-Merritt Andrews 

8/22-Donald Manley 

8/24- Grace Mayhew 

8/26-Kathy Sample 

8/27-Coretta Seguin 

8/28-Silas Yesu 

8/29-Sam Polley 

8/30-MaKenzie Glaze 

8/31-Ralph Cortis 

8/31-Michael Winer 
8/31-Denise Granger 

 

 

Our thanks to Rick and Linda 
Hauk & Janet Kedzierski 
who planted flowers in the 
front church entry and to 
Martha (Gary) Rheaume for 
adopting our barrel by the 
Academy St. entrance.   
Thanks to them for making 
those areas look 
colorful and wel-
coming. 
 

MY DEACON IS ... 

Our members are im-

portant to us.  Each 

Deacon is assigned a 

list of members.  We 

are there to help you out.  

Please contact your Deacon if 

you have any needs.  There is 

an updated list of Deacons and 

their members posted on the 

bulletin board.  

    Call the church office about 
hospitalizations and             

      prayer list updates 

 

If you know of someone in the congrega-

tion who has been hospitalized, has up-

coming surgery or in need of our prayers,  

please call the church office so that Pastor 

Julie knows. We would rather get ten 

phone calls about the same person, than 

not hear when someone is in need of pas-

toral care.  

Hearing Devices available 
Hearing devices are availa-
ble for your use during the 
worship service.   If you are 
missing any words of our ser-
vice we suggest you give it a 
try.  Just ask an usher for 
one.   We are sure it will 
make the service much more 
enjoyable. 

 Memorial Flowers  
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated 
with fresh floral arrangements on the Al-
tar. There are many people and several 
groups in the Church as well as people 

from out of town who give flowers as a memorial, 
special celebration or holiday remembrance. 
Some have given flowers for many years around 
the same date or Sunday. This is such a beautiful 
way to think of people! After each service, the 
flowers are made into smaller bouquets which are 
given to sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If 
you would like to give Altar flowers for a particular 
Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for more 
information. The cost of an arrangement is 
$25.00. 



SUNDAY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 

WHILE PASTOR JULIE IS ON VACATION: 

 

JULY 7TH & 14TH – ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE SUNDAY 

SERVICES AT THE UCC SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 

487 WESTERN AVE. WESTFIELD   10:00AM 

JULY 21 & 24 – SUNDAY SERVICES RETURN AT THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH AT 9:30 

SUNDAY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

AUGUST 4TH, 11TH, 18TH & 25TH:   

SUNDAY SERVICES AT THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BEGIN AT 

9:30AM. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 

Custodian, Janet Kedzierski is doing a remarkable job.  We hope you have noticed the 
way the property (inside and out) is looking.  She has duties every day, but also a 
good eye for extra projects that need attention and is always busy at something.  She 
has been trimming bushes, mowing the lawn and cleaning debris outdoors. Indoors 
she is keeping things shining and organized. Her appropriate attire and friendly greet-
ing is welcoming on Sunday mornings.  We are blessed to have her on our staff. 
 

On May 10th , we had an inspection of the building by the Westfield Fire De-
partment.  Issues found were 1) the caterer’s refrigerator in the back hallway 
exit stairway is a source of fire and cannot be in a fire exit.  2) the stove 
range hood is not up to code for frying food.  3) the fire.escape from the 
sanctuary near the piano needs repair or replacement.  4) all hallways must 

be cleared of furniture, wheelchairs etc.  5) things stored on shelves which are within 24” of the 
ceiling must be removed.  Bob and Janet have been working on all of these areas, but more 
needs to be done.  We expect another inspection to clarify issues and learn what other matters 
need attention. 
 

Minister of Music, Allan Taylor met with Bob to learn more about our church’s history.  They ex-
plored the church attic and the basement where they found old pipes for gas lights and wiring for 
early electricity.  The bell in the steeple is the original one—this is the third steeple it has been in 
and weighs about 2 tons.   
 

Submitted by Judy Lyon 
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This past year has been a success for Christian Fellowship.  
Thanks to all who helped make it possible.    Please enjoy some of 
the pictures from the Luncheon on June 13th submitted by Debbie 
Samwell.    
 

Judy Lyon, Chairman 

 

  

Pastor Julie & Rev. Shirley Anderson 

Marylyn Smith, Cindy Reynolds & Ardelle  
Zych 

Debbie Samwell & Lennie Seher 

Bob Merriman, Rick & Linda Hauk 



Left: Marlene 

Hills,  Judy 

Schrecke.& Bob 

Rising. 

Right: Norma 

Woodruff & Jan 

Morin 

Left: Rita 

Willard, Judy 

Lyon, Lynn 

Brownlee 

Right: Mayme, 

Joyce Bard & 

Judy Lyon. 

Right: Phillis Lindberg & 

Helen Blaha. 

Left: Joan Deacon & 

Jackie Thayer 

. 

Left: Jean Zim-

merman &  

Cliff and Bev 

Gamble 

Right: Joyce 

Piper and Millie 

Billings 



We’re on the web! 

Www.churchonthegreen.org 

First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

Food Pantry Donations 

On Sunday, July 7th & Sunday August 
4th you are invited to bring a nonper-
ishable item for the Westfield Food Pan-
try.  This is part of our tradition at First 
Church, bringing donations of food for 
the needy on Communion Sunday. 

Of course donations are appreciated any 
time and are badly needed. 

World Service Committee   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


