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Dear friends,
On June 9 we will celebrate Pentecost. Pentecost is the official “end” of Eastertide and what
is commonly thought of as the birthday of the church. To me it is very real. To me it never
grows old. I get excited when I read about the disciples traveling to Jerusalem for a holiday
(“Shavuot” ~ celebration of the first fruits of the seven weeks after Passover), and being totally amazed by a visit of the Holy Spirit during their meal time together. “Tongues of fire”
seemed to appear over the head of all the participants. Folks were essentially “taken over”
by this Spirit and began to speak in different languages, yet all those who heard understood
in their own language. People in the street thought they were drunk,and they weredrunk
on Spirit (NOT spirits!).
We look back on Pentecost and marvel at the spectacle, the beauty and the meaning.
Christ’s church was truly born. It didn’t exclude, on the contrary, its very existence was dependent on the expansion of the invitation to “come and see.” It was powerful and new, mysterious and joyous. It launched a new movement of blessing and expansion of who’s “in” and
who’s “out”, when it comes to God’s grace and love.
Today we are still learning about God’s grace and love. Today we still fight within and without, ideas about who “deserves” to be welcomed into the “kin-dom” of God. That brings me
to a brief explanation about the welcome we now read on Sunday mornings. We actually say
the names of different groups of people, some of whom have been hurt, marginalized and
labelled as “Sinners,” as if the church is not full of them! People have circled funerals and
other events with signs that say, “God hates fags.” These hate-filled words have been
scrawled on buildings and walls. I have close friends who have been given the cold shoulder
in churches, even though the signs outside say, “All are Welcome.” The Welcome we read is
an effort to make amends for that. For as wonderful as the church is, it has not ever been
without its flaws.
A blanket welcome is not the same as an extravagant one. A specific invitation is more authentic and helps folks to not wonder, “Am I really welcome? Can I be myself here?” And it
helps friends and family members to know the same thing about LGBTQ people that they
know and love.
I look forward to wearing red, bringing strawberries, and celebrating the FUTURE of the
church, a place where people are loved and welcomed for being exactly who they are, no
exceptions.
Christ love and peace,
Pastor Julie

Happy Father’s Day!
To all of our First Church
Dads!

Another Church School
year comes to a close and
we have a feeling of a
successful program. The
families have had a variety of activities .Regular
Church School classes, movie nights, mission trips,
Heifer mission fund raising, Pancakes, pasta just to
name some of the events. Celebration Sunday gives
everyone an opportunity to hear the excitement from
the children and youth. September will be a new beginning with everyone back after a fun Summer. Look
for upcoming information about Fall programs.
Don’t miss the fun.

The last day of Sunday School for the season
was May 12th. During the
summer kids are welcome to
stay in the worship service
with their families. Coloring
and activity books are available. The nursery will continue to be staffed by Michael
Winer this summer. It will be closed on
July 7st due to fourth of July weekend.
Our Sunday School
would not be successful
without the help of our
teachers. Their dedication to our kids and
their willingness to give up their own worship
time to teach our children goes unrecognized
for most of the year. Please consider volunteering next year.

Sherry Balzano, chair of Church School Committee
Special Thanks. None of this would have been
possible without their commitment to Christian
Teachings and dedication to Sunday School.
Karenna Downs in the preschool.
Kathie Irwin & Gail Ives with the first through third
grades.
Jim Yesu & Greg Hamel for their work with our fourth
- seventh grades.
The smallest of our church school is our nursery.
Those caring individuals taking care of our most tender hearts were led by our Nursery Supervisor: Michael Winer.
Thanks to the Church School Committee: Michelle
Downs, Sherry Balzano, Jennifer Barkyoumb Lisa
Crean, Debbie & Jim Yesu and Linda Hauk. They
always step up and help with all of the projects and
activities. They make our Church School GREAT!!
A warm thank you to all of our acolytes. You really
help “light up” our church services.
Sunday School will resume on September 8th.

Joey Crean will graduate from
Westfield Technical Academy on
June 6th and Karenna Downs, Megan Hawks & Isabel Dimino will
graduate from Westfield High
School on June 7th.

Thank you so much for all you do!!!!

Wear Red Sunday, June 9th
Sunday, June 9th, we will celebrate Pentecost, the “birthday” of the church. In Acts 2:
1 – 4, we read that on that day the Holy
Spirit came upon Peter and the other disciples, giving them power to spread the gospel all over the
world. The traditional color for celebrating the Holy
Spirit is red. It symbolizes the Spirit descending
like flames of fire on the believers.

Since we will not be hosting a Vacation Bible School program this summer, we thought we would
provide a few options of other programs, in case you are looking for one.
Second Congregational Church will be doing a program called To Mars and Beyond from
July 8th -12th. Westfield Evangelical Free Church is hosting their program, Power Up, the
same week from July 8th -12th. Central Baptist is no longer hosting a program.
If you need help finding a different program, please contact the Church School Office and we will
lend whatever assistance we can. We also have information on several church camps (sleepover)
for different age groups

Thanks to all for our participation in the Lecture series for the
350th Birthday of Westfield
Originally we were to host two lectures and that quickly became several more. I want to thank first
Tina Dunlop for volunteering to assist with every one. What a good job and she even improved the
coffee.
Thanks to Bob Brownlee always there to provide for our church security and clean up. Rick Gaylord, Jim Kinney and Doug James cleaned up every time too. Please forgive me if I forgot anyone.
Thanks everyone!
As for our bakers, thank you for your wonderful treats that set a great table. Many of you did not
benefit from the thankful comments from the attendees but I pass on those thanks.
This put our church in the forefront of the celebration with many who attended visiting for the first
time.
I must share the comment from an attendee who had a suggestion. He said to me on the side “You
should lock the doors after everyone is in and require membership to leave.” I do not know who he
is but we had a good laugh.
Harry Rock , leader of the 350th celebration activities continually thanked us for participating and
providing adequate space for these lectures. What a wonderful feeling to see our sanctuary so full.
I would be negligent if I did not also thank Cindy Gaylord for keeping us involved and supporting
this effort. She presented the historical back ground of our church before several of the lectures.
Again thanks to all who opened our church to our community.
PROPERTY COMMITTEE
The Westfield Athenaeum has been storing some books in our Old Town Hall building. All the
books have been returned to the library. We are glad to have had the opportunity to assist them
with their renovation project by temporally offering this space for their use.
The phonograph records, which were stored at the Old Town Hall, were sold for $200.00. This
brought our rummage sale total to over $2000.00!
Our new custodian, Janet Kedzierski has been impressing everyone with her meticulous work.
Areas that have not been cleaned in years are now sparkling. Even outdoor areas look ship-shape.
She is a wonderful addition to our staff and we are fortunate to have her with us. Please greet her
when you see her.

Class of 2019 our handsome King is
Ralph Cortis and our beautiful Queen is
Shirley Glaze.

Pictured to the
left are Rev. Roger Zimmerman&
Hele Blaha.
Pictured above are Jackie Thayer &Joan
Deacon. .

Pictured above are Mr. Bob
Rising & son.

Pictured above are Don &
Sharon Wielgus.
Above is Leslie Lorenzen

A very grateful thank you to Mr. Don Wielgus & Deb Samwell who were our own personal photographers during the Four Score Luncheon. The pictures in the newsletter
were just a few that captured the excitement that was shared on May 4th. If you would
like a picture please call Peggy in the office and I will be glad to email you one or print a
copy for you.

Four Score Luncheon!
Special Thanks to the members of the Diaconate and chef, Cindy LaPlante who made the Four Score
Luncheon a Success!.

CLASS OF 2019
Pictured
to the
left are
Lennie
Seher &
Norma
Woodruff.

Pictured above are Marlene
Hills and Cathy Harrington.
Pictured
on the
left
Betsy
Gaylord
& Marilyn
MacKinnon

A big Thank You to the Diaconate for all
their work on the Over 80 Luncheon.
Cindy LaPlante did a great job on the
lunch and many thanks to Ann Mundy
for all her work organizing this annual
event.
Submitted by
Martha Roman, Senior Deacon

June Birthdays

Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
Tiger's Pride Dining Room
June 13, 2019 11:30 AM
Menu
Mixed Green Salad with Ranch
or Italian Dressings
Stuffed Chicken Breast with
Poulette Sauce
Or
Baked Stuffed Shrimp
Roasted Rainbow Potatoes
Sautéed green beans
Dinner Rolls
Strawberry & Cream Jelly Roll
with Vanilla Ice Cream
Dinner Rolls
Coffee Tea Ice Water
Iced Tea Soda

$12.00 Per Person
Tickets on sale after church
May 27th & June 3rd
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6/01-Nancy Rowe
6/01-Paula Clark
6/02-Lorraine Agan
6/02-Ruth Hannum
6/02-Karen Lajoie
6/04-Linda Hauk
6/04 Mike O’Neil
6/05-Reiley Ledoux
6/7-Shannon Brown
6/10-Nancy Grimaldi
6/10-Maddie Balzano
6/11 Emery James
6/12-C.J. Crean
6/13-Cynthia Reynolds
6/14-Tyler Ulm
6/15-David Wolanin
6/16-Catherine Ward
6/16-Karenna Downs
6/21-Ed LaPlante
6/22-Gabrielle Grimaldi
6/24-Kellie Glaze
6/28-Joyce Piper
Please Notify the Church Office When?
 You or a family member would like a visit.
 You have a change of address.
 Your Phone number has changed.
 Your email address has changed
Dining Out Membership/Fellowship
Everyone is invited to a Picnic Saturday, June
22 at 1pm. Dining In/Out fellowship this
month will be a picnic at Stanley Park. We will
meet in the picnic area in the pines off of Kensington Avenue. Bring your own lunch, and afterwards we will walk around the rose garden
area. Please contact Alice Flyte at
413-454-7822 for more information. In case of rain, wear your
rain gear and we will walk the trails
around the park instead.

Attention Committee Chairs
Committee Chairs are reminded to put your
meeting dates on the church calendar, check
your mailboxes each week, make sure the
lights are out and doors are locked after the
meeting also the newsletter deadline is the 18th
of each month.

HUNGER DOESN’T TAKE A SUMMER VACATION
Summer is a particularly difficult time of year for our nation’s food banks. Donations always decline following the holiday season and reach a nadir during the
summer months. The timing couldn’t be worse. Food banks also face their
greatest need during summertime. Families and children who had been receiving free or reduced-cost breakfast and/or lunch at school need to find a way to
replace those meals during summer break and turn to their local
food pantry. Let’s remember to bring a food item to church on Communion Sunday,
the first Sunday of every month to help our local food pantry keep their shelves
stocked during the summer months. Some most needed items include tuna, peanut
butter, meals in a can, low-sodium vegetables, spices, pasta, soup, items with poptop lids.

From the Desk of the Treasurer
Did you know,,,You can use your online
banking to pay your pledge. Just set up:
First Congregational Church of Westfield
18 Broad St.
Westfield, MA 01085
for a monthly payment.

Our wonderful choir’s last date to sing was
on May 26th. They will be taking a well deserved summer break. Please let them
know how grateful we are to have them
sing for us each week. The choir rehearsal
schedules (9:AM & 11:15AM) will resume
on Sunday, September
8th.

Thank you, Cindy LaPlante

Come join us for Bible Study. We meet
every Wednesday 1:00 PM–2:00PM. This
summer we are studying the
book of Revelation.

All are welcome.

As the weather gets warmer, please remember
our neighbors at the Samaritan Inn. They
could use lighter weight socks—men and
women and flip flops for their daily showers. They also need personal care items such
as shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, etc. and
they always appreciate the coffee. Thank you
so much for your donations.
Submitted by Linda Hauk

Memorial Flowers
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. There
are many people and several groups in the Church as well as people from out of
town who give flowers as a memorial, special celebration or holiday remembrance.
Some have given flowers for many years around the same date or Sunday. This is
such a beautiful way to think of people! After each service, the flowers are made into
smaller bouquets which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If you
would like to give Altar flowers for a particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for more
information.
The cost of an arrangement is $25.00.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FLOAT
DESIGN TEAM
What a great achievement for the group of
skilled workers who came together to create
this wonderful replica of our church building.
Bob Rising created the model many years ago
and this group of people built it. Over a number of Saturdays under Rick Gaylord’s directions in Bruce Bradley’s barn it became a reality. Jim Yesu kept us up to date on the progress
by posting pictures.
The number of adults and youth involved grew
as the project continued.
The effort came to fulfillment with the parade
itself. This was a great way to show our support of the City of Westfield and the celebration
of 350 years

Many thanks for the wonderful
celebration of “Our” Towns” 350th!
Hats off to Cindy Gaylord and
committee, Jim Yesu and crew,
and Bob Rising for his designing
advice.
Our members of First Church are
very proud of the beautiful replica
that was a highlight in the parade.
God answered our prayers for sun
and a beautiful day!
Much appreciated, Linda Champagne, Sandi Jasmin & Missy
Fanion
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From the Mission Trip Ministry Team: We need
to supply our own food for our trip. If you would like
to help with our wish list please see Alice Flyte.
Suggest Food items: boxes of cereal, frozen entree casseroles (Shepard's Pie, pasta), peanut butter, bagels, muffins.
Thanks for your support.

The girls put together 2
beautiful vases and
trimmed the shrubs to
make our church stand
out during the 350th
Parade.

You may notice a new colorful
box outside the office area called
“Lions Clubs International Recycle For Sight”. We are asking members to please donate
any usable eyeglasses & help someone see
well.
We thank Mr. Bob Seher for overseeing this campaign and ensuring
that they will be delivered to the
Lion’s Club of Southampton.

Call the church office about
hospitalizations
and prayer list updates
If you know of someone in the congregation who has been Hospitalized, has
upcoming surgery or in need of our
prayers, please call the church office
so that Pastor Elva knows. We would
rather get ten phone calls about the
same person, than not hear when
someone is in need of pastoral care.
.

Our custodian, Janet
Kedzierski reached out
to the Westfield DPW
for 2 urns (which they
delivered) for the front
of the church. Linda
Hauk purchased the
gorgeous flowers. The
mulch dressed up the
front of the church and
is a welcoming site.
Thank you girls!

Hearing Devices available Hearing
devices are available for your use during the worship service. If you are
missing any words of our service we
suggest you give it a try. Just ask an
usher for one. We are sure it
will make the service much
more enjoyable.

Forms & Church Directories
The rack on the wall outside the copy room is where you will find a “Church Use Request Form”,
forms for “Request for Custodial Assistance”, “Request for Use of Church Property,
Adding Information to our Website and Request for Reimbursement”. Also a First
Church Phone

MISSION WEEK
The mission week for 2019 will take place from June 24 -28th. Our schedule is posted on the bulletin board, and we are inviting all church members to give us a hand for any day or days they are
able. We have arranged to stay overnight at the Noble View Outdoor Center in Russell in a cabin
that sleeps 10. The youth helping out for the week will be staying there, with several adults. This
will also be a gathering place for evening meals and devotions. Please sign up for any day(s) you
are willing to join us for this mission experience.
Also this: MISSION WEEK -- June 24 - 28 Part of our mission work will be to do requested projects for church members, indoors or out. Please fill out a form on the bulletin board to
make a request for help so that we can put you on our schedule. Forms should be submitted to the
office ASAP

Submitted by Judy Lyon

WORLD SERVICE
As you go about your summer activities and see back-to-school specials,
remember that Franklin Avenue School could use the following
items to start off the next year.
* Crayola Crayons
* Kleenex
* Clorox Wipes for cleaning surfaces
* Hand/facial wipes
* Hand sanitizer
* Baggies (Glad or Ziploc) Quarts and Gallons
“Franklin Avenue has been so very blessed with First Congregational Church's
generosity and kindness. From the supplies your Congregation members provide
for our classrooms to the food you provide for our students, we are grateful.
The offering of your time and labor to bring our aging school back to life is
also most appreciated. No one can do it alone; we are not alone, and we thank
you.”
My Best,
Chris Tolpa, Principal
Franklin Avenue

First Congregational Church
of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield, MA 01085
Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835

We’re on the web!
Www.churchonthegreen.org

Food Pantry Donations
On Sunday, June 2nd you are invited to bring
a nonperishable item for the Westfield Food
Pantry. This is part of our tradition at First
Church, bringing donations of food for the
needy on Communion Sunday.
Of course donations are appreciated any time
and are badly needed.
World Service Committee

