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Dear Friends,
March always brings to mind our church’s involvement with Heifer Projects and Dorothy Moore’s promotion of
this mission. She promoted this and raised funds to provide support. Dorothy made many life time friends in
this organization. She visited the local farm regularly. One year she traveled with the animal we paid for. She
went to an Indian reservation in the Midwest. For several years she and Harold Maschin, a former Church
School Superintendent and her close friend, achieved a monetary donation that matched the year. For example in 1989 our donation to the organization was $1989. I am certain that they made that happen. We have
continued with the Church School and the World Service Committee joining together to make an annual donation to Heifer Projects.
Dorothy created many of our church banners. She’s responsible for the red and white banner hanging in the
dining room. Check it out. There are many more stored upstairs.
Many of our on-going events were started by Dorothy. For those of you who are not familiar with her, she
was the Church School Superintendent for many years and devoted her life to First Congregational Church. I
met Dorothy when I came to First Church in 1967. Although her position was part time, she worked constantly spending countless hours creating a church school program for the many children in that program. Every
August she made numerous calls to recruit Church School Teachers. By 1974 I was one to receive that call.
It was always difficult to say “no” to someone who gave so much to this program. I told her that I would teach
starting in October after our third child was born. Leanne was born on Tuesday and she and I joined Todd
and Lisa in Church School the next Sunday. Leanne had perfect attendance for the next seventeen years
when she graduated High School.
As Dorothy got older I worked to lighten her load on Sunday morning. She set up each classroom from the
basement, where the youngest children were taught, to the third floor where the oldest church school students held classes. At times there was an average of 15 students at each grade level. Every Sunday she
opened each room, left church bulletins, left classroom materials and turned on lights to provide a welcoming
environment. I tried to help by doing some of the travel to set up classrooms. I don’t think she was ever comfortable until she had checked each room herself. Her dedication to this program provided a Christian training
for many children and young adults.
She was a devoted member of the church holding many committee positions. She and Harold were the
church historians for many years and worked to provide the information and program for the church’s 300th
anniversary. Dorothy wrote the program for the church and provided a part for each student in the church
school. Copies of that program are part of the records stored in our Historical room. I need to point out that
that was before computers and she typed, cut and pasted the whole program as she did each year for church
school Sunday. At times before these programs, she
would work long into the night before the event.
After she retired I had the opportunity to be with her each
day. First I had dinner with Harold and her and later just
her. Bob Brownlee often joined us and we reminisced
while providing for her care. She was a good friend and I
have so many fond memories.
Forever Rely on God

Mayme

Church School News
March—Transition Time—Part Winter—Part Spring
With March upon us, we
begin our annual Heifer International mission. Students,
teachers and Church School
Committee focus their energy raising funds for this mission.
Some of you have already contributed by buying “Dress
down “ tickets. Throughout the month of March the students
will be studying ways to help others in need. The funds
raised will go directly to Heifer International. With the joint
effort of the Church School and World Service, our contributions in past years have been considerable and we hope to
continue this mission.
Heifer International's mission is to work with communities to
end world hunger and poverty and to care for the Earth.
Heifer International empowers families to turn hunger and
poverty into hope and prosperity – but their approach is
more than just giving them a handout. Heifer links communities and helps bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to areas with a long history of poverty. The animals
provide partners with both food and reliable income, as agricultural products such as milk, eggs and honey can be traded or sold at market. For more information on Heifer International please see the Church School bulletin board in the
main hallway.
Church School

Here is our schedule of what is happening this month to
support our beloved charity:
March 17th— Last Sunday to purchase Dress Down

PANCAKE BRUNCH IS
COMING
On March 24th our annual
PANCAKE BRUNCH will be served after church for the entire congregation.
Good will offering to benefit Heifer!

Don’t forget to purchase your Dress Down
ticket for Sunday, March 24th. All money
goes towards the Heifer Project International. Tickets are $5.00 each.

Church School’s annual Heifer Bake
Sale. Sunday, March 24th. Stop by
and purchase a tasty treat prepared by
the kids and parents of our church
school. All money goes towards the
Heifer Project.

Tickets.
March 24th– Pancake Brunch to benefit Heifer.
March 24th- HEIFER BAKE SALE after church and this is

also DRESS DOWN SUNDAY where you can feel free to
“dress down” for worship

ALL PROCEEDS RAISED DURING THESE
EVENTS WILL GO DIRECTLY TO HEIFER
INTERNATIONAL!

Should you need to leave the sanctuary during the service, the library near the front entry is available for your
use. You will be able to hear the service and
there is an infant changing table in that room.
There is also a changing table in the handicap bathroom near the dining room.

Hearing Devices available. Because
of the need for our hearing receivers we
have ordered additional receivers and
ear buds. Hearing devices are available
for your use during the worship service.
If you are missing any words of
our service we suggest you
give it a try. Just ask an usher
for one. We are sure it will
make the service much more
enjoyable.
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Student Teacher, Noah Perkins took on the challenge of preparing and presenting a lesson to his
fellow students and his church school teachers on Sunday, February 3rd. He came very well prepared with a slideshow, music, a game and a very well developed lesson about the Ten Commandments. It was a wonderful example of just what are children our capable of, if given the opportunity. Great Job Noah!
Our member & friend Ruth Hannum has moved
from American Inn to Arm Brook Village in the Memory Care Facility.

Ash Wednesday Service
March 6, 2019 12:15 & 7 PM
We will gather to mark the beginning of
the church season of Lent on Wednesday, March 6th at 12:15 & 7 PM. For
those who so desire, ashes will be placed
on the forehead as a sign of repentance
and new life. The service will be held at:
Church of the Atonement
36 Court St.
Westfield, MA 01085

Christian Fellowship has a program called LIGHT
BEARERS SCHOLORSHIP FUND. This fund was
established by Miss Lucy Gillette and is for the youth
of our church who wish to participate in Bible camp,
religious retreats or any event that is church related.
Youth who wish to apply for financial assistance may
obtain a form from one of our Women’s Fellowship
officers and submit it along with a letter of intent.
PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION TO THOSE YOU MAY
THINK WOULD BE INTERESTED.
Submitted by Judy Lyon,
Chair Christian Fellowship

2019 Winter Youth Retreat

Welcome to Monadnock Bible Conference Center in Jaffrey NH. The center is warm, welcoming and has
something for everyone. Please visit the churchonthegreen.org to see all the pictures.
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To the left are Rachel Bilodeau, Maya
Bray-Motley & Daniel
Koehne enjoying the
crisp air and to the
right is Silas Yesu
proud of his victory.
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Call the church office about
hospitalizations
and prayer list updates

Memorial Flowers
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated with
fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. There
are many people and several groups in the
Church as well as people from out of town
who give flowers as a memorial, special celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have given
flowers for many years around the same date or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to think of people!
After each service, the flowers are made into smaller
bouquets which are given to sick, bereaved and shutin members. If you would like to give Altar flowers for a
particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for
more information. The cost of an arrangement is
$25.00.

Please Notify the Church Office When?
•
•
•
•

You or a family member would like a visit.
You have a change of address.
Your Phone number has changed.
Your email address has changed

To All the Committees

If you know of someone in the congregation who has been hospitalized, has
upcoming surgery or is in need of our
prayers, please call the church office
so that the Pastor knows. We would
rather get ten phone calls about the
same person, than not hear when
someone is in need of
pastoral care.
.

Scholarships Available The Committee for the Bishop, Seher,
Swartz and Taylor Continuing Education Fund is now
accepting applications for
the 2019-2020 school year. Please obtain an application for the church office. Completed forms may be returned
to the church office. All applications
must be returned by 5/31/19.

When the Chair has been selected for each Committee
please send the name to the office so it can be document- Also, should anyone desire to make a
ed. Please send to: office@churchonthegreen.org or call gift or bequest to the scholarship fund,
Peggy @ 568.2833.
please see Cindy LaPlante, or you
may pick up an information pamphlet
Thank you.
outside the church office.

FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Preview: Friday April 5h
4:00 to 7:00 PM
50 cents entrance fee
Sale: Saturday
April 6th
9:00 to 3:00PM
No entrance fee.

March Birthdays
Happy Birthday!
3/02
3/04
3/08
3/08
3/09
3/10
3/12
3/12
3/12
3/12
3/14
3/15
3/15
3/20
3/20
3/20
3/21
3/22
3/22

Ann Mundy
Jimmy Salzer III
Lois Nason
Joey Crean
Ella Hamel
Steven Grimaldi
Peter Reynolds
Ray Cote
Kaitlyn Garcia
Elizabeth Cincotta
Norma Woodruff
Shirley Anderson
Christina O’Neil
Carrie Salzer
Phyllis Pomeroy
Shay Towart
Janice Fruwirth
Jim Salzer
Mara Winer

3/26 Bonnie Miller
3/30 Ian Dixon

Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner
Saturday March 9th, 2019 5:30 PM

Menu:
Corned Beef - Cabbage - Irish Potatoes
Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – Rolls with Butter
Dessert and Beverage
Adults: $12.50 per person
Children 10 and under are free.
First Congregational Church
18 Broad Street
Westfield, MA
413-568-2833
Please stop by the office for Tickets.
Once again we had a strong response from the
congregation as we collected cans of soup to
benefit the Westfield Food Pantry. We collected
over 187 lbs. of soup and canned goods. This
small action will provide meals to so
many. Thank you all for your generous support!
Potluck Supper/Game Night
Friday, March 15 at 6pm
The Membership/Fellowship Committee is organizing our next Potluck Supper and Game
night. Bring a dish to share, a favorite game,
wear a bit o’ green if you want, and invite a
friend for a fun evening. Alice Flyte will be coordinating food items. Please call her at 413454-7822, or the sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board. We always have
a nice variety of dishes to sample
and a fun evening.
Forms & Church Directories

The rack on the wall outside the copy room is where you will find a “Church Use Request Form”,
forms for “Request for Custodial Assistance”, “Request for Use of Church Property, Adding Information to our Website and Request for Reimbursement”. Also a First Church Phone Directory can be found here.

The Greater Wes ield Choral Associaon
Marc Winer, Director
Presents

A Spring Concert
Sunday, March 10, 3:00
Second Congregaonal Church
487 Western Avenue, Wes ield
featuring music of Handel, Althouse, Chilco, Bach, Noble and
Williams
Tickets
$10 General Admission $8 Seniors/Students

The Westfield Republican Committee honored our friends, Donald and Sharon
Wielgus at the Annual Lincoln Day Brunch on Feb. 9th at the East Mountain Country
Club. Many of our church members attended the brunch in support of Don who was
recognized for his outstanding community service..

GLS Script.
So much more than Gas and Grocery
Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to support
our church every time you shop. We offer a great
variety of brands in addition to your weekly gas and
grocery purchases. From dining and entertainment
to home improvement and beyond, we have all your
shopping needs covered! Buy gift cards from these
best-selling national retailers: Check it out at

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Each Saturday we are looking for volunteers to
build the 350th Church Float, starting on March
2nd through May 18th at 9AM, We will meet
each Saturday at the job site (109 Sackett Rd.,
Westfield). A 350 Float Building sign up sheet
is located on the bulletin board for volunteers.
Please see Jim Yesu or Cindy & Rick Gaylord
for details. Sign up & Join the Excitement.

Our enrollment code, is:2B3C7L7734826.
Submitted by Jim Yesu
Questions? Contact Cindy LaPlante text or call
413-364-6804 email
cindylaplante5@gmail.com
WWW.shopwithscrip.com
for a complete list

Our Valentine’s Christian Fellowship luncheon was a huge success. 36 members attended
including our special guest Pastor Julie Olmstead. We were all pleased to meet and greet her
and are looking forward to her being a part of our church family. She is enthusiastic, energetic, knowledgeable and most importantly a good listener. She responded to a few questions
after telling us about her background.
The main purpose of this meeting was to explore ideas for the next season which starts in
September. Suggestions were many and the officers will take each comment into consideration going forward. We are looking forward to fun and informative gatherings in the Fall, Winter and Spring. Stay tuned and remember you are all invited to join us when you are able.
Submitted by Judy Lyon, Chairperson

Easter Lily and Tulip order form
Each year at Easter our sanctuary is decorated in beautiful flowers in memory of loved ones. Following Easter Service the plants are taken to shut-in, members over 80 and those in need. The cost
of plants this year is $10.00. Orders need to be placed by Monday April 15th.

I would like to order _____ Easter Plants at $10.00 each
Given By : _______________________________________________________
In memory of _____________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to
“First Congregational Church”
Please return form to:
First Church, 18 Broad Street, Westfield MA 01085

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
The hymnals and bibles, below the pew in front of where you sit in the sanctuary, were
removed and cleaned on January 27th after the church service. It took a joint effort by
many volunteers and we were done by noon. The Property Committee wishes to thank
the following people: Judy Schreke, Noah Perkins, Tom Samwell, Diane Bray, Nancy
Condon, Steve Pierce, Jim Kinney, Doug James, Carol Whalen and Bob Brownlee.
A new fire alarm panel was installed by DAS Alarms on January 4th. The 20 year old
one did not survive an apparent electrical surge in late 2018. This should eliminate
some false alarms we recently experienced.
Have you noticed our two new outside banners? The ideas for it were a coordinated effort of the
First Church, Westfield 350th Celebration Committee; Steve Pierce, Cindy and Rick Gaylord, Tracy
Gervais, Mayme Lajoie and Jim Yesu. Doug James’s son Seth completed the design of the banner
and ordered them online at a cost of $50 each. Christian Fellowship volunteered
to pick up the cost. Bob Brownlee donated and painted the plywood and , with the
help of Doug James, mounted the one next to the Old Town Hall Building. If you
drive by at night you will notice it is lit. And if you’re going to Stop and Shop, you’ll
notice the one hanging on the south side of the parish house. The Property Committee thanks all those involved for their efforts completing this project.
Submitted by Bob Brownlee, Co-chairperson Property Committee

First Congregational Church
of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085

Www.churchonthegreen.org

Women’s Get Together
will meet on Thursday,
March 28th to work on
our projects. You can
bring anything you like to
do in your leisure time.
Or, Learn something
new, work on something
for next fall’s fair. Or, just
come down to socialize.
Bring a something to
share for lunch. It’s just
great to get together.

Annual Corned Beef &
Cabbage Dinner Saturday,
March 9th, 5:30 PM.
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

Preview: Friday April 5h
4:00 to 7:00 PM
50 cents entrance fee
Sale: Saturday April 6th
9:00 to 3:00PM
No entrance fee.

Tickets Adults $12.50 Children
under 10 are free Menu:
Corned Beef - Cabbage - Irish
Potatoes-Boiled Potatoes - Carrots – Rolls with Butter Dessert
and Beverage. For Tickets or
information Please call the
Church Office.

