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Dear friends,
My husband (who was born and raised in Northampton) says that New Englanders tolerate all the
other months of the year for the month of May. May is the month when we can finally know, once
and for all, NO MORE SNOW. May is when we can relax, take off our sweaters, and feel the sunshine kissing us. May is for flowers and parties and celebrations and rites of passage. Church
school ends for the summer. Young people graduate. We all gear up for summer, vacations, weddings and sitting around a pool or on a porch or deck. May is wonderful.
Most folks voted to have an earlier start time, 9:30am, after the choir goes on break (second Sunday in June). This is an experiment to stay cooler in the sanctuary and get out a bit earlier to enjoy
all those summer plans outlined above. I’m hoping that families will be more likely to join us with
the earlier time. My sermons are a bit shorter and delivered down on the floor. It’s a bit less formal
but no less important to practice the tenets of our faith, summer, winter, spring or fall! That’s why
we always have Bible Study and continue to attend church, to keep our faith “ever green.”
After Celebration Sunday, which falls on Mother’s Day this year, due to the parade the following
week, we will have another sermon series I am calling, “Beloved Community.” The term “Beloved
Community” was popularized by Dr. Martin Luther King. King envisioned a society that was based
on justice, equal opportunity and love of one’s fellow human beings. Fundamental to the concept of
the Beloved Community is inclusiveness and “agape love,” or the love of God operating in the heart
as it seeks to ‘preserve and create community’.” – Religion and Race (the Methodist Church), “25
Traits of the Beloved Community.” Sounds like a great church to me?
This series will be based on the Book of James. The Book of James is chock full of practical advice
(and admonition) for living together successfully as a faith community. It is considered one of the
“Wisdom Writings” of the Bible. There is little theology in James, unlike Paul’s letters. But it is the
favorite book of many people, perhaps for that very reason. It addresses much more how we behave than how we believe.
I thank everyone for all of their joyous participation in various Lenten undertakings, as well as our
wonderful Easter service. You blow me away with your good nature, your faithfulness, and your
joyful, happy service. I am honored to be with you on the journey for a while!
Christ love and peace,
Pastor Julie

CELEBRATION SUNDAY
It’s hard to believe it is the
end of another Church
School year. Sunday May
12th will be our Sunday of
Celebration, during which
we will recognize the
achievements of our youngest members. Through
their hard work and dedication, our children have
certainly created a reason to celebrate. We have
seniors graduating high school and beginning their
next adventure in God’s journey. We have students that have given of themselves and participated in Christian retreats and summer
camps. We have one student who has been here
every single Sunday this year.

Wear Red Sunday, June 3rd
Sunday, June 9th, we will celebrate Pentecost, the “birthday” of
the church. In Acts 2: 1 – 4, we
read that on that day the Holy
Spirit came upon Peter and the
other disciples, giving them power
to spread the gospel all over the world. The
traditional color for celebrating the Holy Spirit
is red. It symbolizes the Spirit descending like
flames of fire on the believers.
Summer Break
Celebration Sunday will be the
last day of Sunday School before the summer break. We look
forward to returning in the Fall on
September 8th with our Kick-off Pancake
Breakfast.

Sunday, May 12th is also Mother’s Day. Please bring your mother, your father, your
siblings, friends and neighbors and join us on this day as we celebrate our children,
our mothers, our church and our faith. Hope to see you all there.

Our Beautiful Sanctuary arranged by the Special
Decorations.Committee.
Picture taken by Tom Lorenzen

Pastor Julie & the gorgeous flowering
cross, decorated by the Congregation.
Picture taken by Joyce Bard.

May Birthdays
5/01 Michelle Hamel
5/02 Sandy White
5/02 Casey James
5/03 Betty Plumley
5/03 Lucia Dimino
5/04 Kathryn Stone
5/06 Justin Glaze
5/07 Carol Tynan
5/08 Ami James
5/09 Louise Thompson
5/10 Betsy Gaylord
5/10 Mike Stefanik
5/13 Emily Yesu
5/14 Ruth Witherell
5/15 Cathy Harrington
5/16 Joyce Bard
5/16 Tina Dunlop
5/18 Martha Scavotto
5/18 Mike Ledoux
5/21 Gavin Connors
5/21 Karen Zenkert
5/22 Roger Zimmerman
5/25 Jackson Yesu
5/25 Rick Hauk
5/28 Jennifer Barkyoumb
5/29 Barbara James
5/31 Rita Willard

RUMMAGE SALE RECAP
Thank you for your participation in the Spring Rummage sale. So
many people became involved that I find it difficult to thank each
one of you. The many donations make this a success. As items
came in Jean Zimmerman worked with me over the months. She
has spent many hours selecting items to sell or save for later
projects. Without Bob and Lynn Brownlee’s help from beginning
to ending, many tasks would have been left undone. Joan Deacon, Judy Lyons, Joyce Bard, Marylyn Smith and Bob Merriman
has put their skills to work hauling , pricing and organizing the
donations. Norma Woodruff, Linda and Rick Hauk and Diane
Bray spent many hours working on the dining room. Barb and
Doug James lent a hand many days. Jackie Thayer contributes
many donations but left this year’s packing to Jean Z. To this
group of people I want to send a special thank you. They have
completed this task twice a year many times .
In order not to forget anyone I add thanks to all who helped in
any way . It takes all of us no matter how small our contribution
or how large.
This year I add a very special thanks to our clean-up crew who
quickly packed the remaining items and loaded the truck from
Hart Springs. This year the truck arrived early . For the last several years our leftovers have gone to this organization that
serves charities in our local area. They have been faithful in
providing a truck for pick up. This year we had a partially filled
truck and we managed to provide enough items to complete the
load.
I send a special thanks to the helpers provided by Peppermill
Caterers. Two big strong men packed , loaded and completed
the dining room set up by assisting Bob Brownlee, Jim Kinney
and return the dining room to order for coffee hour
the next day.
The end result was $1846.81.

On behalf of the Diaconate,
we would like to thank all
who helped in the delivery &
distribution of the Easter Lilies with success. We really
appreciate all of you who assisted. Have a wonderful
Spring Season!
Thank you,
The Diaconate

A special thanks to all!
Submitted by Mayme Lajoie

FOUR SCORE LUNCHEON
The Diaconate will be holding their Four Score Luncheon for our
members and friends on Saturday, May 4th. If you have received
your invitation please make sure you call
Ann Mundy at 562.1864 or the office at
568.2833 to make your
reservations.

Saying So by Emily C. Heath

April 1, 2019

O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; for God’s steadfast love endures forever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those God redeemed from trouble and gathered in. - Psalm 107:1-3
We don't talk about testimony much in the more progressive branches of Christianity. One rarely
"testifies" to the goodness of God in their lives within the confines of our churches.
We who are the "frozen chosen" prefer to leave that to other churches.
I didn’t learn about testimony from the church. I learned about it from people in recovery who told me
their stories when I was newly sober. Again and again they told me about what their lives had been
like, and how God had intervened. Rising up from rock bottom, leaning on the grace of God, they had
built lives of meaning and purpose.
I needed those testimonies. I needed something to believe when it felt like God was so far away.
Without them, I don’t know what would have happened.
I sometimes wonder what testimonies the people in our pews need to hear. Do they need to hear
someone say that there is life after the marriage implodes? Do they search for an assurance that
chemo was hard for everyone else too? Do they long to know that everyone is a little afraid of growing older and depending on others more?
I think ministers should preach often and well, but I sometimes wonder if we need to loosen our grip
on the pulpit from time to time. Maybe there are some testimonies that we need to step aside and let
be heard. Maybe the redeemed of the Lord need to be able to "say so."
There are as many stories of redemption as there are people surrounding you in the pews on Sunday.
Church should be a place where our stories are not hidden, but are shared for others to hear. God
has given you a story to tell; do not be afraid to tell it.
Prayer
God, you have redeemed me. Help me to tell my story, that through me you might redeem another.
Submitted by Pastor Julie Olmsted

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar.
There are many people and several groups in the Church as well as people from out of
town who give flowers as a memorial, special celebration or holiday remembrance.
Some have given flowers for many years around the same date or Sunday. This is
such a beautiful way to think of people! After each service, the flowers are made into
smaller bouquets which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If you would like to give
Altar flowers for a particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for more information. The cost
of an arrangement is $25.00.

Westfield 350 and First Church
May 18 and 19 will see the culminating events in the observance of the
350th anniversary of Westfield’s founding. Our Church has played a significant role in the current observance, just as it has throughout almost the
entire history of our City.
Our beautiful sanctuary has hosted several historical lectures including a well attended
one in March on Rev. Edward Taylor, our first minister. A dedicated group, under the
leadership of Jim Yesu, is preparing an impressive float which will represent the Church
in the parade on May 19. And, finally, we will open the doors to the sanctuary over that
weekend to welcome the public and provide information about our building, its impressive
organ and the strong history of our Christian presence in this community. Please contact
me if you would be willing to volunteer to help greet visitors on that weekend. (My cell
number is 413-535-0486.)
The intrepid first settlers in Westfield secured approval from Springfield and the General
Court in Boston to organize as a separate entity in May, 1669 and for the next half century represented the westernmost settlement in the colony. Just ten years later in 1679 our
founders were fortunate to secure the services of a young, capable and dedicated Rev. Edward Taylor to launch our Church. The parallel histories of our wonderful community and
our Christian enterprise over three and one-half centuries are remarkably intertwined and
certainly worthy of celebration.
Steve Pierce
Historian
What is Anointing?
Anointing is a visible symbol of God’s grace, blessing and forgiveness. When we walk down to receive blessing, anointing, communion, or just to pray, we make the physical effort to be
“unashamed of the gospel” and to show our very real need of God in all we say or do.
I have done anointings for many years, being sure to never “overdo” or to take for granted that anyone will participate. Walking down the aisle for blessing is a humbling and powerful way to show
God our faith and that we have a heart that yearns for the sweetness of the Spirit in our lives.
Bless those of you who took a chance a few weeks ago to receive and be blessed. When the pastor says, “Accept God’s forgiveness and pass it along to others,” he or she is never saying that you
have sinned in any way except the way we all do: which is to forget God and make choices that do
not necessarily reflect the depth of our faith. Remembering Paul’s admonition that “all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), we all need to be ready to accept the name of
“sinner,” which doesn’t mean that we are bad; it means that we are human. The gift of anointing is
given freely without any pressure whatsoever and should only be received by those who feel it is
right for them. Bless you all! ~ Pastor Julie

Scholarships Available The Committee for the Bishop, Seher, Swartz and Taylor
Continuing Education Fund is now accepting applications for the 2019-2020 school
year. Please obtain an application for the church office. Completed forms may be returned to the church office. All applications must be returned by 5/31/19.
Also, should anyone desire to make a gift or bequest to the scholarship fund, please see Cindy
LaPlante, or you may pick up an information pamphlet outside the church office.

WORLD SERVICE COMMITTEE

The staff and children at Franklin Avenue Elementary School extend their sincere
gratitude and thanks to you for your generous support of their school. The food
donations are given to the children at the start of vacation since meals are not
provided by the school during that time. They have added the books that you have
given to their "Little Free Library" where the children can select books that
they want to read and bring the books home to their families. The children are
very excited to be able to bring a book home.
The World Service Committee appreciates your ongoing help with this
rewarding mission.
Thank You!!
PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Our recent custodian, Patrick Lyman, has decided to retire and move South to be with family members. We thank Patrick for his service to our church. His last day was 4/5/19
The custodial position was advertised in the Westfield Evening News from 3/27/19
through 4/2/19. We had five applicants. Representatives from the property and personnel committees interviewed two candidates on 4/5 and two additional ones on 4/6. The
unanimous choice of Janet Kedzierski was presented to and approved by the Church
committee on 4/9/19. Janet’s first official day on the job was Sunday 4/14/19. Janet
graduated from Westfield High School and has lived in Westfield all her life. She is a
widow and has three grown children and two grandchildren by the oldest son. A second son lives in
Mississippi and works for the Department of Defense. Her daughter recently retired from the Air
Force. One of Janet’s hobbies is outdoor gardening. She is Vice President of the Friends of Pine
Hill Cemetery.
The Property Committee met on 4/16/19. We welcomed new committee member Merritt Andrews.
We reviewed our expenses for 2018 and our expenses through the first quarter of 2019. Many projects were accomplished in this quarter and can be viewed in our extensive minutes posted on the
dining room bulletin board.
Our new custodian, Janet, has completed her first week on the job. We think you will notice her attention to detail. Introduce yourself to her when you see her.
Submitted by Bob Brownlee

Light Bearers Scholarship Fund
Women's Fellowship of First Congregational Church has a special fund for the youth of
the church who are interested in furthering their spiritual education and or experience.
The Light Bearers Scholarship Fund, which has been perpetuated by the Women’s Fellowship and established by Miss Lucy Gillette, is for the youth of our church who wish
to participate in Bible Camp, Religious Retreats, Missions or any event that is church
related.
Youth who wish to apply for financial assistance may obtain a form from the church office or an officer of Women's Fellowship and submit it along with a letter of intent.

Women’s Fellowship Newsletter~2019

Our Christian Fellowship group will meet on
Thursday, May 9th at 1PM to learn about the
RED CROSS. Church members Julie Kraus and
Dorothy Cichonski will inform us about what is
involved for our Western MA chapter and beyond and how we could help by volunteering.
If we are fortunate enough to meet “Barry
Bones” (Julie’s sidekick) there is guaranteed fun. Barry
doesn’t always feel like getting out to these gatherings,
but we can only hope he is up to it this time. It’s a rare
opportunity to meet this famous Facebook icon. All
are welcome to join us for fellowship and entertainment.
Submitted by Judy Lyon, chair of Women’s Fellowship
GLS Script. So much more than Gas and Groceries
Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to support our church every time you shop. We offer a great variety of
brands in addition to your weekly gas and grocery purchases. From dining and entertainment to home improvement and beyond, we have all your shopping needs covered! Buy gift cards from some of these bestselling national retailers:
Home Depot, Home Goods, T.J. Maxx, Wal-Mart, Target, $10 and under Gift Cards, Books & Music,
Dining (Casual, Fine and On the Go [Burger King, Arby’s, Dunkin Donuts and so much more]) . Great
Gifts for your holiday shopping, birthdays and your college bound kids.
Our enrollment code, is:2B3C7L7734826.
Questions? Contact Cindy LaPlante text or call 413-364-6804 email cindylaplante5@gmail.com.

First Congregational
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Women’s Get Together Group
We will meet on Thursday May
23rd. We get together the 4th
Thursday of the month from 10:002:00. You can bring anything you
like to do in your leisure time. Or,
learn something new, work on
something for next fall’s fair. Or, just
come down to socialize. Bring a
something to share for lunch. It’s
just great to get together.

Food Pantry Donations
On Sunday, May 5th you are
invited to bring a nonperishable item for the Westfield
Food Pantry. This is part of
our tradition at First Church,
bringing donations of food for
the needy on Communion
Sunday.
Of course donations are appreciated any time and are
badly needed.
World Service Committee

To all of our
Church moms!
FROM THE
FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH SCHOOL

