Dear Friends,
Recently we have had many activities that are annuals. Some of these show change and that is encouraging. As we look to a new pastor it is a great time to plan for change.
Maybe some of us don’t want change but as others make choices for us we are forced to accept
change. There is a saying that change is good. I am one that resists change. As every season
changes it takes me some time to decide what to wear for that season. Then it isn’t long until another season comes and more change. It happens and I manage to adapt.
I would like us to think about moving forward. So much of the Church conversation centers around
what use to be. With the City of Westfield planning for it’s 350th birthday it encourages us to remember the past. Our church had a very predominate role in the formation of the city. We have been
front and center for most of those years. It would be wonderful if we could continue being active in
that role.
Recently we took part in the Annual Pumpkin Fest. It was a great afternoon of activities. I would like
to point out that this activity provided an afternoon of fun for everyone. During our recent mission trip
we worked in Providence Rhode Island preparing for a similar event there. It was pointed out to us
that everyone in the community could take part. There was no admittance fee. Most of the events
were free. If you chose to you could purchase items but it was not necessary. This local event provided that same opportunity. Taking part in this was a wonderful opportunity for our congregation to
connect with the local people. We gave away cider and Doughnuts. We also had lollipop crosses
that were given out. There was the free spider toss for kids and a tour of our building. We also told
people about our church and the available services. What a wonderful out reach. Those providing
coverage for the booth spread cheery contact with everyone. Jim Yesu took an older Russian man
and his walker for a visit to the church. Then he chose to sit with us in the sun. He did not speak
English but we all enjoyed the quiet company. Several families stopped and visited the church. We
were told by some they thought the church was closed. That is something we really must change.
It is time for many changes and I look forward to being part of them . Each of us has an opportunity
to be involved in those changes and can chose where we want to be involved. It always warms my
heart when someone says “How can I help?’ or “I’d like to work in the kitchen”. Our skills and talents
are needed to move our church into the future.
As we call a new pastor it is a great opportunity to recreate our role as church members and increase our commitment. It does not have to be a major amount of time but if we all pitch in we can
do great things.
A friend recently gave me an article that talked about being involved. The person in the article began
writing for the bulletin as a way of being involved. Not so me. This came to me as a responsibility. I
was not certain that it was my calling but I do so willingly.
I hope I am able to inspire other to follow willingly to commit to our Church moving forward.
Frog (Forever rely on God)
Mayme
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Chrismon Ornaments
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Our “Adopt-a-Family” Salvation Army program is
such a huge success every year thanks to the
kindness and generosity of our congregation. We
will keep you informed as it becomes available.
Lisa Crean
Christmas will be here before we
know it. On Wednesday, December
19th @ 5:30PM we will have our rehearsal for our Christmas Eve family
service and a fun family event as well.
Please mark your calendars now to save the date.
You never know what surprises this special Christmas party will have in store.
Mayme Lajoie & Tracy Gervais

Fire Station field trip is
set for Tuesday,
November 6th. Everyone
is welcome to join in this fun
event, kicking off at noon,
with pizza at noon in Fellowship Hall followed by a trip to the fire station across
the street until 2:30PM. Please call Tracy for further details or if transportation is needed.

Family kits will be going home on November
11th and need to be returned November 25th. If you cannot be
here either of those weekends,
please contact Tracy to make arrangements to pick up your kits.

Starting your holiday shopping?? Need time to
shop without your kids? Take advantage of
our Drop & Shop, Saturday, December 1st.
We welcome your teens and youth for a fun
night of food and games while you get your
shopping done. Sign-up in the
Church School office, so we have
enough supervision. Drop and
Shop runs from 5:30-10:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP

Our FYSH Youth Group (Faithful Youth Serving Him) will have staffing a beautiful table at
the WTA (Westfield Technical Academy formally called Westfield Voke) Craft Fair on Sunday, November 25th from 9AM-3PM. They
will feature their delicious fudge. If you visit
the craft faire stop by and say hello and help
support our FYSH.
YOUTH GROUP

The Youth Group are looking for Jewelry donations for their Holiday Faire display. Please see Mayme Lajoie for
information.

Sunshine Baskets Sunday, Nov. 18th
What a terrific way to show those people of the church that may be shut-in, ill or just
unable to make it to church how much they are thought of. We encourage donations
of items, time and money to make these baskets possible. Please bring gifts to
church on November 20th
We are in need of the following items:
Fresh Fruit: Apples, Oranges, Pears and Bananas, Grapes, Kiwi
Dried Fruit: Apricots, Dates, Figs, Prunes and Raisins
Individual Wrapped items: Crackers, Muffins or Mini Breads, Cookies, Small Gifts, Mints or
soft candies, Small Jars of Jelly or Jam.
Monetary gifts are needed to defray the cost of supplies. (ribbon, containers, cards)

How is being a Christian like being a
Pumpkin?
God picks you from the patch and
brings you in. Then he washes all the
dirt off of you.
He opens you up and scoops all the
yucky stuff. He removes the seeds of
doubt, hate, greed, etc.
And, then he carves you a new smiling face. He puts His light inside you
to shine for all the world to see.
Compliments of First Congregational
Church - the church on the green 18 Broad Street, Westfield, MA
01085
Thank you to Sharon Connor & Jim
Yesu for the fun pictures from the
Pumpkinfest on October 13th.

New Choir Robes By Allan Taylor
You may have noticed that when the choir returned in September they were wearing deep blue
choir robes. We were able to purchase these robes through a generous gift from the family of
Norma Gary, the first new robes we’ve had in around forty years. We also bought complementary stoles, which are reversible.
The new robes are much lighter and more comfortable, and they are also machine washable.
The green robes were often too hot to wear in the early fall and late spring, and they required
periodic dry cleaning. The green color dated from a time when the sanctuary walls were green,
but in the meantime the walls were repainted in an off-white color, and we installed a deep maroon carpet.
The music committee worked with the choir to select the color and style, and we placed the order last spring. We ordered a few extras to accommodate new members, and there are two
robes that are specially designed for organists. I am especially grateful to Elizabeth Eastman,
who, with her son Noah, unpacked and sorted the robes, and had them ready for the choir when
they returned in September.
I would like to thank the Gary family for their kindness and generosity, and my only regret is that
Norma is not here to see them. We think of her often, and we feel sure she would have liked
them as much as we do.

World Service
On your way to fellowship hall every Sunday after services you may
have noticed the bin outside the church office overflowing with food
items. We all try to remember to bring canned goods to church on
Communion Sunday and place them in the food bin. Do you ever
wonder what happens after you drop off your food? Every Sunday
without fail Linda and Rick Hauk take all the food and load it into their
car. During the week they drive it to the Food Pantry, in good and
bad weather, fight to find a parking space, and finally carry it all into
the Food Pantry. Thank you Rick and Linda for doing this important
work for your community and for our church.
Submitted by Dorothy Cichonski, chair of World Service

Please Notify the Church
Office When9
  You or a family member would like a
visit.
  You have a change of address.
  Your Phone number has changed.
  Your email address has
changed

Colonial Harvest Dinner

Memorial Flowers
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated
with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. There are many people and several
groups in the Church as well as people
from out of town who give flowers as a
memorial, special celebration or holiday
remembrance. Some have given flowers for many
years around the same date or Sunday. This is such
a beautiful way to think of people! After each service, the flowers are made into smaller bouquets
which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If you would like to give Altar flowers for a particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for
more information. The cost of an arrangement is
$25.00.

First Congregational Church of Westfield
Community Christmas Festival
will hold its Annual Colonial Harvest Dinner
Mark you calendars now!
on Friday, November 2nd at 5:30PM. The
meal will consist of Cindy’s Roast Pork with
On Saturday, December 1, at 4:00 PM, you
stuffing and gravy, applesauce, potatoes,
are invited to sing in the holidays here at
Winter Vegetables, Rolls and Butter, homeFirst Congregational Church.
made dessert, Coffee or Tea. The Cost is
$12.50 for Adults, $7.00 for Children 6-12
This Community Carol Festival features The First
years and under 6 years are free. Please
Church Senior Choir under the direction of Allan Taycall the Church office 568-2833 for Tickets. lor and the fabulous The New England Brass. Come
and join us. Bring your family and friends to hear and
sing beloved carols of the season.

Dear First Congregational Church
Community:
Franklin Avenue School wishes to extend it sincerest thanks for your generous
donation of school supplies to our children
and teachers.
It is because of thoughtful people like you
that we are able to provide even more opportunities for our students.
We are grateful!
Sincerely,
Chris Tolpa, Principal

Thanks to the generous donations from The Westfield
Cultural Council and numerous individual donors,
this concert is free and open to the public. A freewill
offering will be gratefully accepted at the door. After
the concert, join us for a reception of sweet holiday
confections.
Franklin Avenue School
Several people asked how to make monetary donations to the school. Chris Tolpa said to make the
check out to Franklin Avenue School.
Send the check to her at: Franklin Avenue School, 22
Franklin Avenue, Westfield MA 01085. She will deposit the check into their gift account for special purchases and events.
Chris and Kate are so appreciative of your generosity
and enthusiasm. They look forward to partnering with
us.
Thank you, Darlene Biggs World Service

November
Birthdays
11/1 Bob Seher
11/2 Lisa Crean
11/3 Robert Bard
11/5 Michael Cichonski
11/5 Heidi Guay
11/6 Seth James
11/7 Greg Hamel
11/7 Kerri Grimaldi
11/8 Megan Hawks
11/8 Ray Zenkert
11/10 Jean Rainey
11/10 Dorothy Cichonski
11/10 Rick Rouette
11/11 Phil Zych
11/12 Richard Grimaldi
11/12 Mayme Lajoie
11/12 Marie Marx
11/15 Gary Manley
11/16 Mary Jane Pierce
11/17 Sherry Balzano
11/17 Sarah Bray
11/21 Darlene Klaubert
11/29 Tom Samwell
11/29 Will Fruwirth

Rummage Sale
We have had another successful Rummage Sale. I want to take
some time to thank some very special people who work tirelessly for
our church. Jean Zimmerman has been digging through donations
with me for the last few months. She has spent many hours selecting items to sell or save for later projects. Joan Deacon has lent her
expertise to these same projects. Judy Lyon has committed time to
provide for helping and transporting others that need rides. Marilyn
Smith with her practice at pricing has completed many boxes and
bags. Bob Merriman has hauled and carted anything we asked. Norma Woodruff has added hours of help in all areas. Jackie Thayer
contributes many donations as well as packing purchases for our
many customers. To this group of people I want to send a special
thanks. They have completed this task many times in recent years,
doing this twice a year.
In order not to forget anyone I add thanks to all who helped in any
way . It takes all of us no matter how small our contribution or how
large.
This year I add a very special thanks to our clean-up crew who
faced a full truck when we still had a large quantity to donate to Hart
Springs . For the last several years our leftovers have gone to this
organization that serves charities in our local area. They have been
faithful in providing a truck for pick up. They still have not realized
the quantity of our donation. This year was no different.
I send a special thanks to the crew who were prepared to help pack
and load the truck. When it was discovered there was not room for
all the items they waiting several hour for another truck leaving our
dinning hall ready for coffee hour the next day.
A special thanks to all!
Mayme Lajoie

Thank you for the pictures from Judy Lyon of the rummage sale. On the left is our Joan Deacon
and on the right are some of our helpers: Bob Merriman, Marylyn Smith, Jean Zimmerman & Joan
Deacon. Bottom right Bob Brownlee with many men helped load the Big Brothers Big Sisters truck.

First Congregational Church's
Christian Fellowship Welcomes

Westfield High School Show Chorus

Under the direction of

Korey Bruno
November 8th 2018 at 12:30 PM
Everyone is invited for an afternoon of scintillating music from
our wonderful Westfield High School Show Chorus. If you have
seen this in the past years, you can tell everyone what an entertaining time it will be. Bring a friend —everyone is welcome.
Please join us for a show you will not forget. Let’s support these
young folks by being there to enjoy their talents.
Refreshments will be served at the close of the program.

Holiday Faire at Church on the Green
November 16th and 17th are this year’s dates for the Holiday Faire. We are counting on everyone to
take part in this event that serves the community and provides an opportunity for people to view our
wonderful church and enjoy some great fellowship and food.
We will have many items that people have enjoyed in the past such as the home-made food items,
handmade items, quilt display, tree decorations, white elephant items and the youth’s famous chocolate. Theme baskets that were a hit last year will be offered again using a lottery method with numbered cans for tickets to be deposited in. We plan to have more baskets this year. The winners will be
selected at the close of the Faire on Saturday at 3 o’clock.
The Silent Auction is a fun part with people trying to outbid each other for items offered. This along
with the baskets this requires a visits to local businesses to collecting donations. If you are willing to
visit some of the businesses we will provide you with a letter of introduction and the tax exempt
number of the church. Please let me know which business you will contact to avoid duplication of
visits to any business.
We are able to continue the Winter Village display in the Library. It adds greatly to our Holiday
theme and atmosphere. Thanks to Mr. Taylor for that gift.
The Church Youth will offer jewelry and chocolates. These are a great way to fund their activities
throughout the year. This is an opportunity to purchase gifts for the Holiday.
Our Friday night food offerings will include the baked potato, clam chowder and corn chowder. Saturday will feature the special Tom’s famous Lobster bisque. This was a popular menu item on the
Lenten Luncheon and a sell out at last year’s Faire . It is sure to be a frequent request on Saturday.
Other food offering will be chosen. Potatoes and soups may still be available from Friday’s menu.
I hope each member of our church will choose a way to be involved and help our success.

To help, contact Mayme Lajoie at 568-1057 or email mel1938@comcast.net.

Please check out the “NEW” Greater Lakes Scrip website for all you holiday gift cards.
New Weekly specials!

Please see Cindy on Sunday morning
for ordering information!

Holiday Faire November 2018
The Holiday Faire committee is looking for persons to put together a creative basket of items
for our event. There is a list on the bulletin board in the church hallway with ideas or you or
your group can use your imagination to assemble one. In the past we have had some very
popular themes, and some new ideas have been added this year. If you are unable to make a
basket, we would appreciate a donation to purchase items for a basket. Please help to make
this year's Holiday Faire a success. The dates of the Faire are November 16 and 17th.

Submitted by Judy Lyon

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Our October guest speaker was Dan Paquette Director of the Westfield Athenaeum. He spoke
about the history of the library which was established in 1830. Present renovations have made
the library more accessible with a new entrance, two handicapped restrooms and new lighting.
The process involved installing a sprinkler system and removal of asbestos and lead paint.
Presently the library offers not only books, but games, puzzles, magazines, internet access, story time, meeting spaces, a GED program, an art gallery, and History of Westfield exhibit. His
presentation and slide show was informative for all of us.
Submitted by Judy Lyon, Chair of Christian Fellowship
Greeters Needed
Each Sunday members of the
The Membership/Fellowship Committee is organizing our next
congregation are needed as
dining out fellowship on Friday, Nov. 30 at 6pm at
greeters at the
Tucker’s Restaurant in Southwick. We need to
front door and
give them a count, so please sign up on the sheet on
back door. If you
the bulletin board or call Alice Flyte at 413-454-7822.
are interested in
serving as a greeter please contact our church
FIRST CHURCH ANNUAL QUILT DISPLAY
secretary, Peggy, at 568-2833
November 16th and 17th
or see me after church.
As you know, the Church Faire is rapidly approaching. DurThanks, Norma Woodruff
ing the event, there is a wonderful display of quilts adorning
our balcony. We would like to invite you to share one of
Hearing Devices
your quilts with us. This is a fun event. Faire goers enjoy
are available for your
looking at the quilts and get to vote for their favorite. There are
use during the woreven cash prizes for the top three ($50, $25 & $15 respectively).
ship service. If you
You also have an opportunity to purchase or sell a quilt. Come
are missing any
join in the fun and if you don’t have a quilt, come and enjoy the
words of our service
Sanctuary and vote! Entry forms are available from Peggy in the
we suggest you give it a try.
church office. There is a $10 fee per entry. You may also call Bev- Just ask an usher for one. We
erly Gamble at 568-5433 or Lynn Brownlee at 568-7095 for more
are sure it will make the service
information.
much more enjoyable.

Dining Out Fellowship

Recipe of the Month
Submitted by Beverly Gamble

Something tasty for Thanksgiving Morning
Second Reprint Requested
Baked Apple French Toast Recipe
Recipe yields 10 servings with a prep. Time of 20 minutes.
20 slices French bread (1 inch thick)
1 can (21 oz) apple pie filling
8 eggs
2 cups of milk
Topping
1 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 cup cold butter, cubed

2 tsp. vanilla extract
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp ground nutmeg

1 cup chopped pecans
2 tbsp. corn syrup

Directions
Arrange 10 slices of bread in a greased 13 x 9 in. baking pan. Spread with pie filling, top with
remaining bread. In a large bowl, combine the eggs, milk, vanilla, cinnamon and nutmeg.
Pour over bread. Cover and refrigerate overnight. Remove from refrigerator 30 minutes before baking. Meanwhile place brown sugar in a small bowl. Cut in butter until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Stir in pecans and corn syrup. Sprinkle over French toast. Bake uncovered at 350° for 35-40 minutes or until a knife inserted near the center comes out clean.
Yield 10 servings.

Christmas Poinsettia
Order Form
Each year our church is decorated with beautiful Poinsettia
plants donated in memory of loved ones. This year “Poinsettia
Sunday” will be on December 23rd . After the service these plants will be taken to church
members who are ill and those in hospitals and nursing homes. If you would like to order
a Poinsettia please fill out the attached order form and return it to the church office.
I am placing my order for _______ Poinsettia’s at $10.00 each
Given by: _______________________________________________________________________
In memory of : ________________________________________________________________
Please return order forms to the church office no later than December 18th, with checks
payable to: “First Congregational Church”

We ere very excited to announce that thanks to Rachel Bilodeau, the
Youth Group now has a Facebook group page and an Instagram account. You can find the Facebook page at "First Congregational
Church Westfield: Youth Group!"
The Instagram handle is: fccwestfield_youthgroup
We hope these social media accounts will help us communicate with all of you, while also peeking
the interest of our youth.
Please go to our Facebook group page, follow us on Instagram, and tell your family and friends.
As always, please let us know if you have any questions, comments or concerns.

Jim & Debbie Yesu

Custodian Position Available
First Congregational Church of Westfield is looking for someone who is interested in becoming the
Church Custodian. It is roughly a 20 hour per week position, and duties include janitorial and building maintenance tasks. Candidates must be available to work Sunday mornings. If you or someone you know is interested, please contact the Church Office for more information.
Thank you, Personnel Committee
We who attend the Wednesday Bible Study are continuing to meet . It has been good for us as we all take
turns leading the group and have had to do much
homework and research! At the present time, we are
finishing the book of RevelationN..it is indeed a challenging assignment. We are working on having guest
speakers attend now and in the future until a new pastor will arrive.
We invite any and all folks who are interested in learning more about the Bible to join our fellowship. With
God’s help, we will continue to learn and grow.
Thank you, Elizabeth Niergarth

DAN KANE CONCERT
Nov 4th 2018 Sunday 3pm featuring
the very talented cousins Carly and
Emery James. This dynamic duo is performing a Free benefit concert for the
Kinship Mission in their Church. It will
be a wonderful afternoon with lots of
great singers inside this gorgeous church.
A Free will offering is welcome. 18 Broad
Street, Westfield. Let’s support our
Youth! Please see the beautiful posters
on the bulletin board.

First Congregational
Church of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085

Www.churchonthegreen.org

Holiday Faire Church on the Green
Friday, November 16th 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Saturday, November 17th 9:00AM to 3:00PM
Baked Goods and Candy - Holiday Decorations - Silent Auction
Department 56 Dickens Village Collectibles
Christmas Tree Decorations
Themed Baskets
Quilt Exhibit - Lottery Ticket Tree
*Friday... Corn & Clam Chowder & Baked Potato Bar
*Saturday… Lobster Bisque, Chips, Beverage

