Dear friends,
“Never change who you are; become more of who you are.” That’s a quote from your current pastor/
teacher and I agree with it. : ) More and more in my observations, I see goodness, enthusiasm and
growing evidence of a church in transition, with an emphasis on education. You are lifelong learners
and what a gift that is to yourselves and to the community. Yesterday we had a lively and thoughtful
inquiry into the nature of communication, specifically as it relates to “speaking the truth in love.” Your
comments and questions were inspiring and genuine.
On November 7th at 7pm we will have a “Community Gathering” that will look deeply at the Golden
Rule and what that could mean in our lives as individuals as well as the wider community and how it
relates to others. Please do come and participate.
On November 10 (Second Sunday), we will have our third “Discernment Gathering,” as an extended
coffee hour. I want to propose some ideas to you about your church’s future. I also want to hear from
you folks about becoming an Open and Affirming congregation. Although I don’t really like the title
“Open and Affirming,” I do appreciate the idea of officially declaring our church as one who extends
a clear and unambiguous welcome to the LGBTQ community. It makes clear that these people, who
have been long excluded and even hurt by the church at large, are most heartily and unashamedly
welcome in our congregation. But I know that there are differing thoughts and opinions, concerns
and questions sort of simmering beneath the surface. I’d like for those to be aired in an atmosphere
that is safe and respectful. Remembering our “Love is patient; Love is Kind” workshop yesterday, I
think this might be a good time to begin that conversation in earnest.
On November 24th, First Congregational church will be hosting an ecumenical Thanksgiving service
with four area churches officially participating together: First Congregational, Second Congregational, Church of the Atonement and Central Baptist. There will be lots of wonderful music, as well as a
distinguished guest speaker, Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, who is an Episcopal priest, retreat leader,
climate activist and author of Holy Hunger and other books, as well as being “Missioner for Creation
Care” in both the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts and the Mass Conference, United
Church of Christ. You can read lots more at her website “revivingcreation.org.” I am excited about
this Sunday and look forward to seeing you all there, as well as maybe some folks who haven’t been
here in a while. Please come back and see your friends. You are very much missed!
Despite the chaos in the news and on the political scene, I hope you all are enjoying the incredibly
beautiful fall season. Thanksgiving blessings to each and everyone~ I certainly give thanks for youD
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Julie

An Ecumenical Event
There will be a Community Thanksgiving Service held
at the First Congregational Church on Sunday.
November 24, 10AM.
Join area houses of worship to give thanks, share our
bounty, and celebrate the connection we have to
each other and to creation.
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Church School News

Our “Adopt-a-Family” Salvation Army program is
such a huge success every year thanks to the
kindness and generosity of our congregation. We
will keep you informed as it becomes available.
Lisa Crean

Christmas will be here before we
know it. On Wednesday, December
18th @ 5:30PM we will have our rehearsal for our Christmas Eve family
service and a fun family event as well.
Please mark your calendars now to save the date.
You never know what surprises this special Christmas party will have in store.
Mayme Lajoie & Rachel

Fire Station field trip is
set for Tuesday, November
5th. Everyone is welcome
to join in this fun event, kicking off at noon, with pizza in
Fellowship Hall followed by a
trip to the fire station across the street until
2:30PM. Please call Rachel for further details or if
transportation is needed.

Drop & Shop
Church School will be hosting a
Drop & Shop event in December.
Parents, get a start on your holiday
shopping. Children and youth, join
us for a great time of fellowship,
activities, and games! Look out for a follow
up announcement with a date/time/sign-up
information.
Chrismon Ornaments
Family kits will be going home on November
10th and need to be returned November
24th. If you cannot be here either
of those weekends, please contact
Rachel to make arrangements to pick
up your kits.
YOUTH GROUP

Our Youth Group will have a
beautiful table at the Westfield
Technical Academy Craft Fair on
Sunday, December 1st from
9AM-3PM. They will feature their delicious
fudge. I encourage you all to visit the craft fair
and to come by to say hello and support our
Youth Group.
Family Move Night November 15th
Featuring The Water Horse: Legend of the
Deep beginning at 6PM.
Popcorn and Juice will be provided.

Special Thank You:
Part of our curriculum this year features LEGOS and has been a hit with the kids in
our church school. The kids can engage with stories and parables in the Bible in a
hands on way that enhances their learning. This added dynamic wouldn’t have
been possible without the Yesu family, Deb Samwell, and members
of the Church School Committee. I think I also speak for the kids
when I give a sincere thanks for you for your donations of LEGOS
and continued support.

The Golden Rule...a Community Gathering
Thursday, Nov. 7, 6:30-8:30pm
Join us as we discuss the Golden Rule and how it is used in religions worldwide. Pastor Julie will lead the discussion as we explore
the different ways interpretations are put into practice. The public is
invited, and refreshments will be served.

FROM THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE
At our meeting in October, we looked over a long list of projects that need to be done in and around
the church property. Some of these will need to be contracted out, but some could
be done by volunteers. If you are at all handy with small tools, we would love to
give you a chore. Please speak with Bob Brownlee to offer your help. It would be
greatly appreciated

Christmas Poinsettia Order Form
Each year our church is decorated with beautiful Poinsettia plants donated
in memory of loved ones. This year “Poinsettia Sunday” will be on December
22nd. After the service these plants will be taken to church members who
are ill and those in hospitals and nursing homes. If you would like to order
a Poinsettia please fill out the attached order form and return it to the church office.
I am placing my order for _______ Poinsettia’s at $10.00 each
Given by: _______________________________________________________________________
In memory/honor of : ________________________________________________________________
Please return order forms to the church office no later than December 16th, with checks
payable to: “First Congregational Church”

Sunshine Baskets Sunday, Nov. 24th
What a terrific way to show those people of the church that may be shut-in, ill or just
unable to make it to church how much they are thought of. We encourage donations
of items, time and money to make these baskets possible.
We are in need of the following items:
Fresh Fruit: Apples, Oranges, Pears and Bananas, Grapes, Kiwi
Dried Fruit: Apricots, Dates, Figs, Prunes and Raisins
Individual Wrapped items: Crackers, Muffins or Mini Breads, Cookies, Small Gifts, Mints or
soft candies, Small Jars of Jelly or Jam.
Monetary gifts are needed to defray the cost of supplies. (ribbon, containers, cards)

Remembrance Sunday On the second Sunday of November, the 10 AM service will be a
Service of Remembrance. During the service, there will be a Time of Remembrance when the
names of those who have passed away during the past year will be read aloud. Their loved ones
will be remembered in prayer. If you have lost a loved one during the past year (from
November 2018 to the present), you are invited to bring a picture of your loved one to
be displayed on a Remembrance Table in the church parlor. For further information,
please call the church office.

Please Notify the Church
Office When<
  You or a family member would like a
visit.
  You have a change of address.
  Your Phone number has changed.
  Your email address has
changed

From the Treasurer
October 15, 2019
We are 79% of the way through
the year.
Total pledges committed for
2019 $130,999
Pledges received
10/15/2019
84,965 or 64%
Checkbook balance
10/15/2019 $7,357.00
If you would like to know the balance of
your pledge
Please call Cindy 568-2833 of email me
@ Treasurer@churchonthegreen.org

The Office will be closed on
Thanksgiving Day November 28th.

Memorial Flowers
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated
with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. There are many people and several
groups in the Church as well as people
from out of town who give flowers as a
memorial, special celebration or holiday
remembrance. Some have given flowers for many
years around the same date or Sunday. This is such
a beautiful way to think of people! After each service, the flowers are made into smaller bouquets
which are given to sick, bereaved and shut-in members. If you would like to give Altar flowers for a particular Sunday, Please call Peggy (568-2833) for
more information. The cost of an arrangement is
$25.00.

Community Christmas Festival
Mark your calendars now!
Saturday, December 7, at 4:00 PM
You are invited to sing in the holidays here at
First Congregational Church.
This Community Carol Festival features The First
Church Senior Choir under the direction of Allan
Taylor, Young Singer of Greater Westfield and
the fabulous The New England Brass. Come and
join us. Bring your family and friends to hear and
sing beloved carols of the season.
Thanks to the generous donations from Westfield Cultural Council and numerous individual donors, this concert is free and open to the
public. A freewill offering will be gratefully accepted at the door. After the concert, join us for a
reception of sweet holiday confections.
As winter weather approaches please stay
tuned to channel 22 News for any Sunday
School cancellations. Also, please remember to check out our web site
www.churchonthegreen.org
for cancellations as well.
~Thanks! ~

November
Birthdays
11/1 Bob Seher
11/2 Lisa Crean
11/3 Robert Bard
11/5 Michael Cichonski
11/6 Seth James
11/7 Greg Hamel
11/7 Kerri Grimaldi
11/8 Megan Hawks
11/8 Ray Zenkert
11/10 Dorothy Cichonski
11/10 Rick Rouette
11/11 Phil Zych
11/12 Richard Grimaldi
11/12 Mayme Lajoie
11/12 Marie Marx
11/15 Gary Manley
11/16 Mary Jane Pierce
11/17 Sherry Balzano
11/17 Sarah Bray
11/21 Darlene Klaubert
11/29 Tom Samwell
11/29 Will Fruwirth

Rummage Sale
The successful completion of the rummage sale is due to the commitment of several people. Thanks to Jean Zimmerman, Marilyn
Smith, Bob Merriman, Deb Samwell, Norma Woodruff, Joyce Bard
and Judy Lyon and our many contributing donators who began work
in early September. A special thank you to our Mayme Lajoie for all
her hard work. We produced a full dining room of items for sale. Our
cashiers included the experienced team of Rita Willard, Marilyn
Smith, Bob Merriman, Barbara & Doug James, Judy Schrecke and
Jean Zimmerman. Room supervisors included Joyce Bard, Linda &
Rick Hauk, Joyce Piper and Deb Samwell. Each season we anticipate decreasing donations. That has not happened. During the sale
we welcome community people to participate. Again we were not
disappointed and many benefitted from the donations. We also
share with our friends at Samaritan Inn. We usually are able to donate the leftovers to the Hartsprings Organization but this year they
were not able to pick the items up. As we have in the past Steve and
Christina Pierce, Tom Samwell, Carol Whalen, and Ann Mundy loaded their trucks and cars and delivered the donation to the Salvation
Army. The efficient crew who accomplished the clean up included
Rick Gaylord, Ann Mundy, Steve and Christina Pierce, Jim Kinney,
Cliff Gamble, Carol Whalen and Linda and Rick Hauk. . A special
thanks to Rick Gaylord who took on the challenge of reassembling
the dining room and placing the extra tables back in the basement.
This event benefitted the Christian Fellowship and the regular
church budget by $800 each. This was a success. In order not to
forget anyone I add thanks to all who helped in any way. It takes all
of us no matter how small our contribution or how large.
My thanks for the support of our active membership and many
friends for accomplishing this successful fundraiser.
Mayme Lajoie, Moderator.
Thank you Deb Samwell for the pictures!

First Congregational Church's
Christian Fellowship Welcomes

Westfield High School Show Chorus

Under the direction of

Korey Bruno
November 14th 2019 at 12:00 PM
Everyone is invited for an afternoon of scintillating music from
our wonderful Westfield High School Show Chorus. If you have
seen this in the past years, you can tell everyone what an entertaining time it will be. Bring a friend —everyone is welcome.
Please join us for a show you will not forget. Let’s support these
young folks by being there to enjoy their talents.
Refreshments will be served at the close of the program.

Holiday Faire at Church on the Green
November 22nd and 23rd are this year’s dates for the Holiday Faire. We are counting on everyone to
take part in this event that serves the community and provides an opportunity for people to view our
wonderful church and enjoy some great fellowship and food.
We will have many items that people have enjoyed in the past such as the home-made food items,
quilt display, tree decorations, white elephant items and the youth’s famous chocolate. Theme baskets that were a hit last year will be offered again using a lottery method with numbered cans for
tickets to be deposited in. The winners will be selected at the close of the Faire on Saturday at 3
o’clock.
The Silent Auction will feature gift cards and some select items. This, along with the baskets, will requires a visit to local businesses to collecting donations. If you are willing to visit some of the businesses we will provide you with a letter of introduction and the tax exempt number of the church.
Please let me know which business you will contact to avoid duplication of visits to any business.
We will continue the Winter Village display in the Library. It adds greatly to our Holiday theme and
atmosphere. Thanks again to Mr. Taylor for that gift.
The Church Youth will offer their delicious chocolates. This is a great way to fund their activities
throughout the year and an opportunity to purchase gifts for the holidays.
Our Friday night food offerings will include baked potatoes, chili and soup along with other items.
Potatoes and soups may still be available on Saturday.
I hope each member of our church will choose a way to be involved and ensure the faire’s success.
This is our biggest fund raiser of the year.
To help, contact Mayme Lajoie at 568-1057 or email mel1938@comcast.net.

Please check out the “NEW” Greater Lakes Scrip website for all you holiday gift cards.
New Weekly specials!
morning

Please see Cindy on Sunday
for ordering information!

Thank You Notes from the Missions That We Support
DOMUS, Incorporated: Thank you so very much for the very thoughtful generous donation
for Our House. We will use it for the Educational Scholarship Fund.
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL: What an extraordinary difference your church is making in the
lives of families across the world. Because of your congregation, families have a living income
and clean water.
HELO: Thank you for your generous donation. We have been building a new home to provide a Transitional Home for our children who are over 18 years of age. Your generous donation
is so appreciated as we expand our monthly budget to provide staff in this new home.
KINSHIP FUND: Thank you so much for your extreme thoughtfulness for our students.
SAMARITAN INN: We thank you for your kindness and continued support of our program.
Your donation will assist us in providing quality services to the men and women who come to the
Samaritan Inn.
THE SALVATION ARMY: I must begin with a heartfelt THANK YOU. Your compassionate
generosity changes lives. You are helping to transform the lives of neighbors in need by providing
food, by helping people progress from being served to serving others, and by training volunteers to
respond to disasters.
WESTFIELD FOOD PANTRY: Thank you so much for your donations. Because of your
generosity, we are continuing to meet the needs of those most vulnerable in these hard economic
times.
Submitted by Lisa Queenin, World Service
Greeters Needed
Each Sunday members of the
Friday, Nov. 15, 6pm at Tucker’s Restaurant in Southwick.
congregation are needed as
Join us for a nice dinner and a chance to visit before the bustle
greeters at the
of the holidays arrive. We need to give the restaurant a
front door and
count, so please sign up on the sheet posted on the bulback door. If you
letin board, or call Alice Flyte at 413-454-7822 to reserve
are interested in
your spot.
serving as a greeter please contact our church
FIRST CHURCH ANNUAL QUILT DISPLAY
secretary, Peggy, at 568-2833
November 22th and 23rd
or see me after church.
As you know, the Church Faire is rapidly approaching. DurThanks, Norma Woodruff
ing the event, there is a wonderful display of quilts adorning
our balcony. We would like to invite you to share one of
Hearing Devices
your quilts with us. This is a fun event. Faire goers enjoy
are available for your
looking at the quilts and get to vote for their favorite. There are
use during the woreven cash prizes for the top three ($50, $25 & $15 respectively).
ship service. If you
You also have an opportunity to purchase or sell a quilt. Come
are missing any
join in the fun and if you don’t have a quilt, come and enjoy the
words of our service
Sanctuary and vote! Entry forms are available from Peggy in the
we suggest you give it a try.
church office. There is a $10 fee per entry. You may also call Bev- Just ask an usher for one. We
erly Gamble at 568-5433 or Lynn Brownlee at 568-7095 for more
are sure it will make the service
information.
much more enjoyable.

Dining In/Out Fellowship

Thank you Deb Samwell for the beautiful pictures from the
Consecration Luncheon. Special thanks to Ardelle Zych
for the delicious Hawaiian Chicken and Diane Bray’s
scrumptious Macaroni & Cheese. The decorations in Fellowship hall were provided by Deb Samwell & Janet
Kedzierski.

First Congregational
Church of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085

Www.churchonthegreen.org

Holiday Faire Church on the Green
Friday, November 22nd 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Saturday, November 23rd 9:00AM to 3:00PM
Baked Goods and Candy - Holiday Decorations - Silent Auction
Department 56 Dickens Village Collectibles
Christmas Tree Decorations
Themed Baskets
Quilt Exhibit - Lottery Ticket Tree
*Friday & Saturday... Baked Potato Bar, Chili, Soup
Chips & Beverage

