NEWSLETTER
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OCTOBER 2018
Dear Friends,
Well another month has flown by and we are rushing into a busy Autumn.
The activities that fill our church with laughter and companionship are in full swing. The list is long
and challenging. Personally I wonder how it is going to be accomplished but I have faith in God and
know it will happen.
Today while in the office three of us were going over the list of what needs to be done and we discovered that we had many of the same items on our lists. That meant that each list was shortened
by two thirds. That is comforting and much more manageable for all of us. It will be accomplished
with the help of many others who have voice wanting to be involved. Tomorrow I look forward to
working with the team assembling items for the rummage sale. We marvel at the collection of donations and sometimes question what an item is. When someone says “You are the boss” we all
guess at what the answer should be.
I do not subscribe to magazines but there is one that comes whether you want it or not the AARP
Bulletin. Lisa is thankful that I already get it so one does not come with her name on it. I skim
through the articles and read those that catch my eye. The one that I decided merited my attention
was titled “It doesn’t matter if you do everything perfectly”. I like the idea. When I am asking people
to help with specific events I hope they remember this . Through my teaching career there were
many who helped me along the way because I did not always do “everything perfectly”. One of my
teacher’s aids told her husband they couldn’t move because I couldn’t spell. She was right I can’t
spell but there were others who helped. When I came to First Congregational church I became very
involved in Church School. That involved working closely with Dorothy Moore. Dorothy was a perfectionist in most things. I must have driven her mad. At first I would do what she asked and she
would correct it. Later we learned that there were things I could do to help that she did not have to
do over. Our relationship blossomed and we became a team serving the youth of First Church.
With me not doing “everything perfectly” I hope others realize that their efforts to help even in areas
they do not feel masters of is appreciated. Our joint efforts accomplish the impossible. Isn’t it wonderful to be part of an excepting organization that wants you in their midst? All our efforts are appreciated and we accomplish great things.
Realizing that this letter was my responsibility I hoped that my doing my best would encourage other
to become involved and we will do it together even when we do not do” everything perfectly”.
Frog (Forever rely on God)

Mayme

Holiday Faire at Church on the Green
November 16th and 17th are this year’s dates for the Holiday Faire. We are counting on everyone to
take part in this event that serves the community and provides an opportunity for people to view our
wonderful church and enjoy some great fellowship and food.
We will have many items that people have enjoyed in the past such as the home-made food items,
handmade items, quilt display, tree decorations, white elephant items and the youth’s famous chocolate. Theme baskets that were a hit last year will be offered again using a lottery method with numbered cans for tickets to be deposited in. We plan to have more baskets this year. The winners will be
selected at the close of the Faire on Saturday at 3 o’clock.
The Silent Auction is a fun part with people trying to outbid each other for items offered. This along
with the baskets this requires a visits to local businesses to collecting donations. If you are willing to
visit some of the businesses we will provide you with a letter of introduction and the tax exempt
number of the church. Please let me know which business you will contact to avoid duplication of
visits to any business.
We are able to continue the Winter Village display in the Library. It adds greatly to our Holiday
theme and atmosphere. Thanks to Mr. Taylor for that gift.
The Church Youth will offer jewelry and chocolates. These are a great way to fund their activities
throughout the year. This is an opportunity to purchase gifts for the Holiday.
Our Friday night food offerings will include the baked potato, clam chowder and corn chowder. Saturday will feature the special Tom’s famous Lobster bisque. This was a popular menu item on the
Lenten Luncheon and a sell out at last year’s Faire . It is sure to be a frequent request on Saturday.
Other food offering will be chosen. Potatoes and soups may still be available from Friday’s menu.
I hope each member of our church will choose a way to be involved and help our success.
To help, contact Mayme Lajoie at 568-1057 or email mel1938@comcast.net.
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Stewardship Sunday Is Coming
When congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their income .the approach to financial stewardship is from a biblical perspective.
Our congregation’s stewardship committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program again as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our
stewardship education emphasis this year.
Our Stewardship Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his
or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. We will treat
people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. Stewardship Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the
question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”
During morning worship on Stewardship Sunday, October 2st, we are asking our attendees and
members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the world.
Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on Stewardship Sunday. The procedure is done in such a way that no one
feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our guest
leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their
commitments as a confidential act of worship.
We will encourage participation in Stewardship Sunday events through the Stewardship Sunday
team and Church Committee members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Stewardship Sunday worship.
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Stewardship Sunday events.
Mayme Lajoie, Moderator of the Congregation
First Church Annual Quilt Show
November 16th and 17th

Quilts are needed to exhibit at our “Holiday
Faire at Church on the Green.” A favorite
quilt will be voted on by the attendees, a prize
will be given. A fee of $10 per quilt is
charged. The quilt may be for sale by the
owner. We hope to have a wonderful exhibit.
First Prize — $50
Second Prize — $25
Third Prize — $15
Drop off time is the week of November 12th,
between 9AM—1PM. For more information
please call Beverly Gamble (568-5433), Lynn
Brownlee (568-7095) or the church office at
568-2833.

Remembrance Sunday
November 4th
On the first Sunday of November, the 10 AM service will
be a Service of Remembrance. During the service, there
will be a Time of Remembrance when the names of First
Church members & friends who have passed away
during the past year will be read aloud. Their loved ones
will be remembered in prayer. We will also share in the
sacrament of Holy Communion, as is our custom for the
first Sunday of the month. If you have lost a loved one
during the past year (from November 2017 to the
present), you are invited to bring a picture of your loved
one to be displayed on a Remembrance
Table in the church parlor. For further
information, please call the church office
or speak to Martha Roman, Sr. Deacon.

Thanks to Joe Balzano, Steven Downs, Joey Crean, Greg Hamel and Destiny Fanion for preparing
such a great Pancake Brunch. This team
of volunteers created a wonderful meal
for the opening of Church School. Again
thanks to the Church School Committee
for setting the scene. Thank you to the
youth that served the meal and the clean
up after. A special thanks for personalizing the pancakes to care for each participants needs. The response to this event
is wonderful and a great welcome back
for the Church School Families. This is a
great start for our Church School Year.
Sincerely Gail Ives

From the Diaconate
Each Sunday a member of the congregation serves as liturgist which includes reading the Call to Worship
and a Bible reading. If you are interested in serving as a liturgist, please contact our
church secretary, Peggy,
at 568-2833 or see me
after church.
Thanks, Carol Whalen
Mrs. Betsy Gaylord wishes many
grateful thanks for the cards and flowers from the First Congregational
Church family. It made
my heart valve surgery
recover quickly.

YOUTH NEWS

Church Youth Groups look for
upcoming activities that promise
fun and adventures!!
Make sure to check the web page.
Nov. 16th & 17th
Sweet Retreat Fundraiser
HS Youth will be selling fudge and
jewelry at the Holiday Faire. Make
sure you stop in the choir room and
get yourself a tasty or sparkly treat!

Kids, don’t forget
to bring your
offering to Sunday
School!!! It’s not
how much you
bring, it’s just that
you bring it up the
stairs!

Our sincere thank you to Martha Rheaume, daughter of
Norma Gary for the beautiful flowers planted in our wine
barrel by the Academy Street entrance. The mums welcome our members and guests.
Thank you, Members of First Church

Welcome our teachers!!!!
Nursery:
Michael Winer & Kailey Downs
Pre K:
Karenna Downs & Sam Yesu
First-Third:
Kathie Irwin & Gail Ives
Fourth-Seventh:
Greg Hamel, Jim Yesu & Tracy
Gervais
Youth Group
Jim & Debbie Yesu
Also working our Sunday School
as substitutes this year: Janice
& Fred Fruwirth, Mayme Lajoie,
Lisa Crean, Sherry Balzano &
Christina O’Neil..
Many thanks to those who always
step up to lend a hand, a shoulder
or an ear. Your support enables us
to continue this program that benefits so any children.

Potluck supper and game night
The Membership/Fellowship Committee is organizing a Potluck Supper and Game night on
Friday, October 26 at 6pm. Bring a dish to
share, a favorite game, and invite a friend for a fun evening.
Alice Flyte will be coordinating food items.
Please call her at 413-454-7822 or sign up on
the sheet on the bulletin board.

Hauk Landscaping did a little clean up. Front flowers
were dug up, weeds in front of stones were removed and
two shrubs were clipped. They tried but it needs so much
more attention. We are hoping for a group clean up in
spring. The Hauk Landscaping
Company also planted 3 beautiful mums in the front of the
church. We are so grateful for all
their hard work.
If you have not heard already,
our custodian, Jesus Felix has
left First Church to go on to
another job opportunity. On
behalf of the entire Congregation, The Personnel Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank Jesus for
his four years of service to the
Church. We wish him well on
his future endeavors.

We who attend the Wednesday Bible Study are continuing
to meet . It has been good for
us as we all take turns leading
the group and have had to do
much homework and research! At the present time,
we are finishing the book of
RevelationJ..it is indeed a
challenging assignment. We
are working on having guest
speakers attend now and in
the future until a new pastor
will arrive.
We invite any and all folks
who are interested in learning
more about the Bible to join
our fellowship. With God’s
help, we will continue to learn
and grow.
Thank you,
Elizabeth
Niergarth

Mrs Kubic's class from Franklin Avenue School proudly
raised $100 to adopt a panda at the San Diego zoo.

CHRISTAN FELLOWSHIP
Christian Fellowship is off and running for a new season. We had a good turn-out
for our pot luck luncheon and enjoyed a sumptuous meal. Our great cooks were at
work once again and a great variety of dishes was enjoyed by all.
A newly designed brochure was passed out and is available in the rack outside the
church office. We talked about future programs planned for the season. We invite
all members of the congregation who wish to attend. We were treated to a skit by
Nancy Condon about “Rindacella”….lots of fun.
At our business meeting, we voted to contribute $150 to our church Membership
Committee. Laura Holtz explained that the group would like to put together a welcome package to give to new comers at church. This will include a newsletter, information about the church, including our Christian Fellowship group, and other
items. We believe this is a good way to spread the news about the church and we
would like to help get it off to a good start.
ON THE CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER: Thursday October 11 at 1:30 Dan
Paquette the director of the Westfield Athenaeum will talk with us about the programs, new renovations and other happenings at the library. All members and
friends of the church are welcome to attend. The business meeting is at 1PM.
Some of girls preparing for the potluck.

The guys wanted
food!

Great Job Judy! Everyone had a wonderful
time.

Mrs. Shirley Glaze seemed to be
enjoying herself.

Picture guessing
game ...wonder how
many guessed correctly?

Christian Fellowship Presents

Dan Paquette, Director Westfield Athenaeum

October 11, 2018 1:00 PM

Come and meet Dan and hear about the wonderful programs available to all of us and the exciting changes in our newly renovated
athenaeum.

Everyone welcome, refreshments will be served

Rummage Sale

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

As the weather turns cooler please remember our neighbors at The Samaritan
Inn. They could use new, warm men's and
women's socks. and coffee
is always appreciated.
Thank you,
Linda Hauk, World Service

18 Broad Street
Westfield, MA
Preview: Friday October 5th
4:00 to 7:00 PM
50 cents entrance fee
Sale: Saturday October 6th
9:00 to 3:00PM
No entrance fee.

Featuring:
Clothing
Beautiful Collectibles
Furniture
Pictures and Frames
Small Appliances
China and Glassware
Home Décor Decorations

Colonial Harvest Dinner
First Congregational Church of Westfield
will hold its Annual Colonial Harvest
Dinner on Friday, November 2nd at
5:30PM. The meal will consist of Cindy’s
Roast Pork with stuffing and gravy, applesauce, potatoes, Winter Vegetables,
Rolls and Butter, homemade dessert,
Coffee or Tea. The Cost is $12.50 for
Adults, $7.00 for Children 6-12 years and
under 6 years are free. Please call the
Church office 568-2833 for Tickets.

The Stewardship Committee will be starting our campaign for the 2018 fiscal budget year on September 30 with our first speaker. This will be followed by two more speakers on the Sundays of October
7 and October 14. We will finish the campaign with a sermon by our program leader Mike PennStrah on Consecration Sunday, October 21st . This will be followed by a Celebration Luncheon.
We, as a committee, are excited and looking forward to this event in the life of the church. Our committee has put a considerable amount of thought and energy into this program. We believe that a
faith based appeal is sensitive to both the concerns of the members of the congregation, and the financial needs for the operation of a full service church. This campaign is the single largest fund raiser of the year and helps support the salaries of the Pastor, the Minister of Music and soloists, the Office Administrator, the Treasurer, the Custodian and the nursery staff. It also helps to support our
Missions, the maintenance of our buildings, heat, electricity and insurance.
We are asking you for your support to help us make this a success and hope you will prayerfully consider your pledge for 2019. Thank you for reading this and thank you for your continuing support in
the upcoming year.
Respectfully, Bruce Dunlop, Chair of Stewardship Committee

Just a quick note to keep the congregation updated on our Scrip fundraiser. It is
easy to enroll yourself . There are Easy
enrollment sheets outside of Cindy
LaPlante’s office. Please talk to Cindy
LaPlante if you have questions. And
as always we have Stop and Shop and
Big Y cards available every Sunday after
church.
www.shopwithscrip.com
First Church of Westfield
Enrollment Code:
2B3C7L7734826
Please contact Cindy LaPlante for more
Information 568-2833.

Memorial Flowers
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is
decorated with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. There
are many people and several
groups in the Church as well as
people from out of town who
give flowers as a memorial, special celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have given
flowers for many years around
the same date or Sunday. This
is such a beautiful way to think
of people! After each service,
the flowers are made into smaller bouquets which are given to
sick, bereaved and shut-in
members. If you would like to
give Altar flowers for a particular
Sunday, Please
call Peggy (5682833) for more
information.

Please keep the
church office informed of new Address, Emails address or phone number’s.

A Reminder from the FRIENDS OF FRANKLIN AVENUE SCHOOL
We are currently looking for donations of Lysol Wipes, good quality paper
towels such as Bounty, and good quality tissues such as Kleenex. Look for the box
located outside the church office.
Thank you for your continued generosity,

World Service Committee

As we head into October and the colder weather our thoughts turn to the more vulnerable members
of our Westfield family and surrounding community. On the fourth Tuesday of every month a dedicated group from our church serves a meal at the Westfield Community Table located on Meadow
Street. Although several people help to make every month there a success, there are three people
who rarely if ever miss a month. Jean Zimmerman, Cliff Gamble and Beverly Gamble are without a
doubt the reason our church is able to continue this important ministry. On every fourth Tuesday
Jean Zimmerman arrives at our church kitchen early in the morning, plans a menu, walks over to
Stop and Shop to buy the ingredients for the evening meal, and spends the day creating a delicious
offering. Cliff stops in many days to help with peeling and chopping and lifting heavy pots filled with
pasta or potatoes. When the meal is ready, Cliff drives Jean, Beverly and
many pans and dishes filled with hot food to the Community Table. This happens without fail every month, in all types of weather. Please take a minute to
say “Thank you” to these three amazing people for their unfailing service to
the Westfield Community and First Congregational Church.
World Service Committee
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Custodian Position Available
First Congregational Church of Westfield is looking for someone who is interested in becoming the
Church Custodian. It is roughly a 20 hour per week position, and duties include janitorial and building maintenance tasks. Candidates must be available to work Sunday mornings. If you or someone
you know is interested, please contact the Church Office for more information.
Thank you,
Personnel Committee

DAN KANE CONCERT
Nov 4th 2018 Sunday 3pm featuring the very talented
cousins Carly and Emery James.
James This dynamic duo is
performing a Free benefit concert for the Kinship Mission in their Church. It will be a wonderful afternoon with lots of great singers inside this gorgeous
church. A Free will offering is welcome. 18 Broad
Street, Westfield. Let’s support our Youth!

REMINDER
WESTFIELD FILL THE PANTRY
WALK 2018
Sunday October 21, 2018
Registration at 12:30pm
Walk starts at 1:00PM
Let’s help make this year a huge success.
Please join us at St. John’s Lutheran
Church, 60 Broad Street for a beautiful
walk along the Columbia Rail Trail. If you
would like to make a donation or receive
a donation envelope, please see Lisa
Queenin.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
10/01 Deb Samwell
10/01 Nicholas Guay
10/01 Lucas Guay
10/03 Tom Lorenzen
10/04 Sharon Connor
10/06 Marlene Hills
10/06 Michelle Winer
10/09 Robert Thompson
10/10 Lynn Brownlee
10/10 Judy Schrecke
10/10 Steven Pierce
10/10 Carol Whalen
10/12 Doug James
10/16 Patrick Lyman
10/16 Ashley Allen
10/18 Noah Perkins
10/18 Lisa Kubik
10/20 Tyson James
10/23 Tony Kubik
10/24 Pat Reach
10/24 Tommy Brown
10/25 Osborne Gaugh, Jr.
10/25 Makayla Garcia

10/25 Isabella Marie Garcia
10/26 Allan Taylor
10/26 Frank Pollard
10/28 Jenna Brown
10/29 Lauren Cote
10/31 Kendra Berndt
10/31 Gail Ives

Gift Basket Raffle
We have been trying to decide what would sell well at our Christmas Faire and are asking for your help to make a gift basket for
our raffle. It has been very successful other years. You can choose
one of two ways of accomplishing this. We would love baskets of
coffee items, pet items, wine, chocolate items, or anything that you
would enjoy putting together. or (See List) If you feel that making a
basket is not for you, just make a donation of $20.00 and we will
make one up for you.
We plan to have a Chinese auction with appropriate cans and tickets. Please see
Mayme to let her know what kind of basket you will be making or if you would
prefer, to have us make one up for your donation.
We appreciate your support and are looking forward to a beautiful faire again
this year.

Basket Suggestions for the Holiday Faire

Wine Basket
Monkey Bread Basket
Beauty supplies Basket
Soups, dried and canned, ingredients for making soup
Dips 'n Chips
Bird Feeder/Food, suet, holder, funnel
Chocolate( Cocoa, Candy, Cookies etc.)
Pet Food and toys
Various kinds of cookies
Shaving soap, shaving brush, razors, mirror etc.
Hair Shampoo, conditioner, curlers comb, brush
Various crackers, dips, cheese peanuts, mixed nuts.
Snacks chips, tortillas, salsa, cheese,
Childs toys, books, dolls, small cars/trucks
Good Reading baskets of books for children, adults, men and or women
Coloring books, colored pencils, crayons baskets for adults and or children
or
We will make one up for you for a donation of $20.00

First Congregational
Church of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield, MA 01085
Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835

Were on the Web!
www.churchonthegreen.org

Consecration Sunday
Is Coming!!!
Please Save the Date!!!
Sunday October 21st 2018

Please Join us for Sunday morning worship and the
Celebration Luncheon immediately following worship.

