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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

OCTOBER 2019 

Dearest friends, 

I have been striving to distinguish the pulse of this church for several months now. I have visited you 
in your homes and at various facilities. I have had private meetings with you as individuals and as 
small groups. I have met with you in larger groups and broken bread with you at lively social func-
tions. I have had the privilege of preaching and teaching the gospel to you and hearing your feed-
back and sacred responses to the movement of the Spirit among us. I have discerned many things 
that I am eager to share. The following is the overarching impression I have of this church’s mission-
al identity. 
 

You are a church that believes in and ardently supports education. I don’t know how many of you 
are teachers or retired teachers, but there seems to be a lot. You have a partnership with two ele-
mentary schools, providing food, financial and physical support and (most recently) mentorship. You 
grant scholarships to young people going to college or technical schools, who are  part of the 
church . You host educational lectures on the history of the church and the community.  Upcoming, 
you will have “community gatherings,” designed to ponder and refresh our understanding of univer-
sal topics such as happiness and the golden rule. 
 

I see a future for this church that incorporates change, but more importantly, takes who you already 
are and celebrates it, refines it and grows with it. How many ways, I am wondering, can we support 
families and children, worshipers and seekers, travelers and wanderers, in their quest for 
knowledge, peace and awakening? There is already so much being done, in private, individual, pub-
lic and dignified ways. 
 

As we approach the glory of fall, the crisp season of back-to-school and fresh starts, I am convinced 
of God’s hand on the mission of First Church. You are the ones God seeks and calls. 
 

Learn. Nurture. Serve. 

 

Christ’s love and gentleness to you, dear ones~ 

 

Pastor Julie 

 

 
From the Diaconate 

Each Sunday a member of the con-
gregation serves as liturgist which 
includes reading the Call to Worship 
and a Bible reading.  If you are inter-
ested in serving as a liturgist, please 
contact our church secretary, Peggy, 
at 568-2833 or see me after church.   
 

Thanks,  Carol Whalen 
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  Holiday Faire at Church on the Green 

 

We will be opening our doors to the surrounding community for our annual church faire. 
In order for this to be successful we have to all contribute time and effort to create a 
wonderful atmosphere.  This year we will make some changes so that those at-

tending will experience the warmth and welcome of our congregation. Let’s put on our bright smiles 
and open the doors. 
 

We are fortunate to have many winter building and accessories of Department 56 Dickens Village  to 
offer for sale.  Food offering for Friday night and Saturday will be created . Cooks servers and clean 
up are all needed. We welcome suggestion for the food. 
 

When I asked if any were interested in selecting an area to work in many indicated a willingness to 
work on our famous food table. That table attracts most visitors. We ask that you get out your family 
favorite recipes and create dishes to donate to this table. 

Beverly Gamble and Lynn Brownlee will decorate our sanctuary with handmade quilts loaned by lo-
cal quilters. 
 

The gift cards and basket auction items draw attention and conversation.  I ask that each of you find 
an area to help during the faire and during set up. We are all needed to make this a success. 
 

Please contact Mayme at 568-1057 or email mel1938@comcast.net to offer suggestions or to volun-
teer. 
 

Thanks in advance. 

 

 

Your moderator, Mayme Lajoie 

Gift Basket RaffleGift Basket RaffleGift Basket RaffleGift Basket Raffle    

We have been trying to decide what would sell well at our Christmas Faire and are 
asking for your help to make a gift basket for our raffle. It has been very success-
ful other years. You can choose one of two ways of accomplishing this. We would 
love baskets of coffee items, pet items, wine, chocolate items, or anything that 
you would enjoy putting together. or (See List) If you feel that making a basket is 

not for you, just make a donation of $20.00 and we will make one up for you.  
 
We plan to have a Chinese auction with appropriate cans and tickets. Please see Mayme to 
let her know what kind of basket you will be making or if you would prefer, to have us make 
one up for your donation.  We appreciate your support and are looking forward to a beautiful 
faire again this year. 



Stewardship Sunday Is Coming 

First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show First Church Annual Quilt Show     
        November 22nd and 23rd November 22nd and 23rd November 22nd and 23rd November 22nd and 23rd  

Remembrance Sunday  
November 3rd 

 
On the first Sunday of November, the 10 AM service will 
be a Service of Remembrance. During the service, there 
will be a Time of Remembrance when the names of First 
Church members & friends who have passed away  
during the past year will be read aloud. Their loved ones 
will be remembered in prayer. We will also share in the 
sacrament of Holy Communion, as is our custom for the 
first Sunday of the month. If you have lost a loved one 
during the past year (from November 2018 to the 
present), you are invited to bring a picture of your loved 
one to be displayed on a Remembrance 
Table in the church parlor. For further 
information, please call the church office 
or speak to Martha Roman, Sr. Deacon. 

Quilts are needed to exhibit at our “Holiday 
Faire at Church on the Green.”  A favorite 
quilt will be voted on by the attendees, a prize 
will be given.  A fee of $10 per quilt is 
charged.  The quilt may be for sale by the 
owner.  We hope to have a wonderful exhibit.   

First Prize — $50 

Second Prize — $25 

Third Prize — $15 

Drop off time is the week of November 18th, 
between 9AM—1PM.  For more information 
please call Beverly Gamble (568-5433), Lynn 
Brownlee (568-7095) or the church office at 
568-2833. 

When congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their rela-
tionship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their in-
come  the  approach to financial stewardship is from a biblical perspective. 
 

Our congregation’s stewardship committee has modified the New Consecration Sunday Steward-
ship Program  as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stew-
ardship education emphasis this year.  
 

Our Stewardship Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his 
or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. We will treat 
people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. Steward-
ship Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the 
question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  
 

During morning worship on Stewardship Sunday, October 20th, we are asking our attendees and 
members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educa-
tional ministries in this community and around the world.  
 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by at-
tending morning worship on Stewardship Sunday. The procedure is done in such a way that no one 
feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.  
 

 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship Pastor Ju-
lie will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their com-
mitments as a confidential act of worship.  
 

We will encourage participation in Stewardship Sunday events through the Stewardship Sunday 
team and Church Committee members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to com-
plete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Stew-
ardship Sunday worship.  
 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Stewardship Sunday events.  
 

Mayme Lajoie, Moderator of the Congregation  



ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Thank you for joining us for the ice cream social, it was a success! Special thanks to Church 
School Committee, Sherry Balzano, Billy Balzano, Jennifer Barkyoumb,  Bobby Crean, Cailyn Cre-
an, Lisa Crean, Michelle Downs, Kailey Downs, Mike Winer, Sam Yesu, and Silas Yesu. 

 A huge thank you to Steve Grimaldi, owner of the Summer House, for the generous donation of ice 
cream, sprinkles, hot fudge, and strawberries for our ice cream social. We are beyond grateful.  

Kids, don’t 
forget to bring 
your offering to 
Sunday 
School!!!  It’s 
not how much 
you bring, it’s 
just that you 
bring it up the 
stairs!   

Special shout out to our fabulous teachers 
and helpers this year: 

- Greg Hamel 
- Gail Ives 
- Jim Yesu 

- Debbie Yesu 

- Mike Winer 
- Kailey Downs 
- Jenna Brown 

- Jess Albee 

 

Thank you for your willing-
ness to dedicate time and energy into fos-
tering an environment where kids can grow 
together in Christ.  

   Are your Spidey senses tingling?  

 Join us for a family movie  night!!     
   
Showing: Spiderman: Into the Spi-

der-verse  

  Friday, October 18th  

  Doors open @ 6pm and movie will start short-
ly thereafter 

  Snacks & water will be provided 

  See you there!! 

workin' hard or hardly workin'? 

    POTLUCK SUPPER and GAME NIGHT 

Friday, Oct. 25 at 6pm  

Join us for a Spooktacular October potluck supper. Fellowship Hall will be deco-
rated for the season, bring a dish to share, invite a friend, and fun board games 
too. Who knows...maybe Bones will join us again this year??? A sign up on 
sheet will be posted in the hallway, or call Alice Flyte 413-454-7822 who is coor-
dinating food items  



Westfield Food Pantry Donations 
 

Let’s continue to fill the shelves of the 
Westfield Field Pantry. We’re trying some-
thing new this year by choosing a monthly 
theme for our food donations. October is 
‘Rise and Shine’ month and we’ll be col-
lecting breakfast items such as cereal, 
granola, granola bars, jelly, peanut butter, 
and oatmeal. 
Thank you,  World Service 

Westfield Fill the Pantry Glow Walk 

 

Saturday, October 19 

Registration starting at 5 pm 

Walk at 6 pm 

 

New this year, a GLOW walk! We hope 
you will join us for this fun walk along the 
Columbia Greenway Rail Trail starting at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 60 Broad St. 
For a registration form or to donate online 
visit www.WestfieldFoodPantry.org. Help 
raise critical funds for the Westfield Food 
Pantry! 
 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
10/01 Deb Samwell     
10/03 Tom Lorenzen 

10/04 Sharon Connor 
10/06 Marlene Hills 
10/06 Michelle Winer  
10/09 Robert Thompson 

10/10 Lynn Brownlee 

10/10 Judy Schrecke 

10/10 Steven Pierce 

10/10 Carol Whalen 

10/12 Doug James 
10/16 Ashley Allen 

10/18 Noah Perkins 
10/18 Lisa Kubik 
10/20 Tyson James 
10/23 Tony Kubik 
10/24 Tommy Brown 

10/25 Osborne Gaugh, Jr. 
10/25 Makayla Garcia 

 

 

10/25 Isabella Marie Garcia 

10/25 Mia Dimino 

10/26 Allan Taylor 
10/26 Frank Pollard 

10/28 Jenna Brown 

10/29 Lauren Cote 

10/31 Kendra Berndt 
10/31 Gail Ives 

FRANKLIN AVENUE SCHOOL 

Franklin Avenue School is still looking for 
mentors and other volunteers, such as 
lunch monitors and classroom assistants. 
Interested people can contact Tina Macy, 

School Volunteer Coordinator, at 413-572-6345 or 
at t.macy@schoolsofwestfield.org. 

Thank you for your continued generosity,   World 
Service Committee 

The Stewardship Committee will be starting our campaign for the 2019 fiscal budget year on Septem-
ber 29 with our first speaker. This will be followed by two more speakers on the Sundays of October 
6 and October 13. We will finish the campaign with a sermon by our program leader Pastor Julie 
Olmsted on Consecration Sunday, October 20th . This will be followed by a Celebration 
Luncheon. 
 

We, as a committee, are excited and looking forward to this event in the life of the church. Our com-
mittee has put a considerable amount of thought and energy into this program. We believe that a 
faith based appeal is sensitive to both the concerns of the members of the congregation, and the fi-
nancial needs for the operation of a full service church. This campaign is the single largest fund rais-
er of the year and helps support the salaries of the Pastor, the Minister of Music and section leaders, 
the Office Administrator, the Treasurer, the Custodian and the nursery staff. It also helps to support 
our Missions, the maintenance of our buildings, heat, electricity and insurance. 
 

We are asking you for your support to help us make this a success and hope you will prayerfully con-
sider your pledge for 2020. Thank you for reading this and thank you for your continuing support in 
the upcoming year. 
 

Respectfully,  Bruce Dunlop, Chair of Stewardship Committee   



CHRISTAN FELLOWSHIPCHRISTAN FELLOWSHIPCHRISTAN FELLOWSHIPCHRISTAN FELLOWSHIP    
 

Christian Fellowship is off and running for a new season.  We had a good turn-out for our pot luck 
luncheon and enjoyed a sumptuous meal.  Our great cooks were at work once again and a wide 
variety of dishes were enjoyed by all. 

 

A draft of our ’19 –’20 brochure was passed out and will be available in the rack outside the church 
office when programs are firmed up.  We talked about future programs planned for the season.  
Then we enjoyed learning about each other by hearing about items or memories that mean a lot to 
each member.  A good assortment was on display and enjoyed by all. 

What  a terrific 
time had by 
all! 
 

Thank you  
sent to Deb 
Samwell for 
the wonderful 
pictures. 



 October 17, 2019 1:00 PM 

      (please note that because of the rummage sale, this is one week later than our usual 2nd 

Thursday of the month)                                                                                                                                                                            
    

Everyone welcome, refreshments will be served  

Pastor Julie will be speaking with us about LOVE IS PATIENT; LOVE IS KIND – the art of 

successful communication.   Hopefully she can give us some guidance on this very important 

subject.    We invite all members and friends of the congregation who wish to attend. 

                        Christian Fellowship Presents Christian Fellowship Presents Christian Fellowship Presents Christian Fellowship Presents  

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 

There are projects that will need to be 
done in the future.  One is the 
fire escape at the rear of the 
building from the balcony.  An 
inspection by the Fire Marshal shows that 
it needs to be repaired, but not replaced.   
Sand blasting and painting are probably e 
needed.  It is structurally sound. Our first 
step was to get an engineering firm to 
make a plan of what is needed so that we 
can proceed to get bids for the job to bring 
it up to code.  Bob Brownlee (property 
committee co-chair) has filled out that ap-
plication and the church has paid a fee of 
$540 for this service.   Other projects on 
the list are the handicap ramp (including 
the ceiling and entry level), and various 
items inside the sanctuary. 

Submitted by Bob Brownlee, co chair  

As we head into October and the colder 
weather our thoughts turn to the more vul-
nerable members of our Westfield family 
and surrounding community.  On the 
fourth Tuesday of every month a dedicat-

ed group from our church serves a meal at the West-
field Community Table located on Meadow Street.  Alt-
hough several people help to make every month there 
a success, there are four people who rarely if ever miss 
a month.  Jean Zimmerman, Mayme Lajoie, Cliff Gam-
ble and Beverly Gamble are without a doubt the reason 
our church is able to continue this important ministry.  
On every fourth Tuesday Jean & Mayme arrive at our 
church kitchen early in the morning, plans a menu, 
walks over to Stop and Shop to buy the ingredients for 
the evening meal, and spends the day creating a deli-
cious offering.   Cliff & Bev supply the transportation & 
muscle.  Please take a minute to say “Thank you” to 
these four amazing people for their unfailing service to 
the Westfield Community and First Congregational 
Church.   
World Service Committee 



Were on the Web!

www.churchonthegreen.org  

First Congregational 

Church of Westfield 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

                Rummage Sale  
 

           FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

           18 Broad Street  Westfield, MA 

            Preview: Friday October 11th  
                                            4:00 to 7:00 PM 
                                        50 cents entrance fee 
                                  Sale: Saturday October 12th 
                                              9:00 to 3:00PM 
                                            No entrance fee.                   
 

                                  Featuring:     
        Clothing    Beautiful Collectibles    
        Furniture            Home Décor Decorations  
        Pictures and Frames  China and Glassware 
        Small Appliances 
    
    


