
NEWSLETTER 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

OCTOBER 2020 

Dear friends, 
 

Our dear Christian Ed Director Rachel has been accepted into Hartford Seminary. This is exciting 
news, worth celebrating with gusto! Receiving the call to ministry is no small thing, it is real, and it is 
the beginning of a long and winding road that leads to many joys and challenges. I hope you will 
congratulate and support in whatever way suits you this bright, shiny person who is a fount of pas-
sion, commitment, creativity and love for the faith. We are so fortunate to have her!! 
 

In the UCC minister’s call agreement, the pastor makes a pledge to “administer the sacraments, 
preach and teach the gospel, exercise pastoral leadership and care.” I try to keep my lamp lit and 
be ready for any of these, to hold my heart and mind open for guidance and fresh opportunities to 
go where God would have me go and do what God would have me do. There are days I feel a bit 
“unmoored.” I get grounded by making calls to find out how you’re doing, seeing about any pastoral 
needs I might fill. I study, read, talk to leadership and attend various colleague events and meetings 
to be informed and inspired.  
 

To review my schedule with you all: I am now working ¾ time. The days are Sunday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. Tuesday I’m at the church. A few times on Tuesdays I’ll come home 
early to do a training I was selected by our ACM Jill Graham to participate in called “Coaching 4 
Clergy.” It is an honor to have been chosen (for me and the church) for this training, the purpose of 
which is to “create a culture of coaching” in our churches.  Originally constructed to be a week-long, 
in-person, very intensive gathering, with 10-12-hour days, it is now on-line due to COVID-19, cover-
ing a period of weeks that includes a few Tuesdays. These classes are my professional develop-
ment as allowed in my call agreement. It is a “new thing” in my ministry, just like God is always do-
ing a new thing for our churches and our lives. If ever you need to see me on Tuesday afternoon, 
be assured I will make arrangements to see you, regardless of anything else. You are my priority. 
 

Several of you have met with me for coaching. We have talked about personal things, as well as 
how to bless and grow the church for a future that is bright. It is exciting to see you claim new mis-
sions and gain new awareness that leads to positive and dynamic change. 
 

I hope you will consider calling me and scheduling a coaching appointment. I will be “putting on my 
coaching hat” from time to time in groups. You will see first-hand the value this undertaking is for 
this church and the wider church as well.  
 

Every year, every month and even every day there are new challenges, discoveries and ways to 
bless others in all of our ministries. From quiet visits that no one knows about, to Mission week, 
making meals and masks, biking and running for food, to learning new ways to develop profession-
ally, continually striving to be the example that Paul always talked about and Jesus made perfectly 
clear wherever he went.  
 

I thank you for having me be your temporary shepherd here at First Church. I thank you all in lead-
ership for your invaluable partnership and support. I thank you for letting me love you and pray with 
you. The pandemic has made it particularly demanding but I have never forgotten my commitment 
to bless this church in as many ways as I possibly can, while I am here. This is a bit long, but I’ll fin-
ish with a quote from John Wesley, founder of Methodism (1703-1791), which has guided me and 
my ministry for many years. 
 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 
can, at all the times you can, for all the people you can, for as long as you ever can.  

 

Blessings and Love in Christ, 

     Pastor Julie 
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OCTOBER    BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS    

    

 

 

 

10/01 Deb Samwell      
10/03 Tom Lorenzen 

10/06 Marlene Hills 

10/06 Michelle Winer  
10/09 Robert Thompson 

10/10 Lynn Brownlee 

10/10 Judy Schrecke 

10/10 Steven Pierce 

10/10 Carol Whalen 

10/12 Doug James 

10/13 Grace Templeton 

10/18 Noah Perkins 

10/18 Lisa Kubik 

10/20 Tyson James 

10/23 Tony Kubik 

10/24 Tommy Brown 

10/25 Osborne Gaugh, Jr. 
10/25 Makayla Garcia 

10/25 Isabella Marie Garcia 

10/25 Mia Dimino 

10/26 Allan Taylor 
10/28 Jenna Brown 

10/29 Lauren Cote 

10/31 Kendra Berndt 
10/31 Gail Ives 

The photo of Joan Deacon was taken at the 
Pacific Aquarium in California .  She was there 
with her family.   Joan misses her church family 
and friends very dearly.. 
 

Picture given by Deb Samwell. 

I went to see Ruth  Hannum at Poets Seat in 
Greenfield. She no longer has Covid. We had a 
porch visit. She is non-responsive but grabbed a 
string of beads I gave her and immediately put 
them on! My heart went out to this once very dy-
namic lady. We had a nice prayer, and I told her 
assistant/nurse all about how she did and what 
she used to do for her students and friends. I am 
so grateful I went. 
 

Submitted by  
Pastor Julie 

BLUE RIBBON BABY!!! 

Our very own Joyce Bard cleaned up at the Tri-County fair in Northampton this year. Take a look below then 
congratulate Joyce for her astonishing haul of Ribbons from the fair. 

 

Blue Ribbons (1st prize)  Red Ribbons (2nd prize)             White Ribbons (3rd prize) 

Five in Scrapbooking                              Two in Scrapbooking               One in photography of 

Four in Photography                               One in Photography               grandson Logan on 1st base 

Eight in Baking                                         One in baking 

 

Ask Joyce for specifics on her contest entries. It is truly impressive! You go, Joyce!!! 

The 2020  

First Church Census Update 

 

In June 232 census forms were mailed 

out to “participants” of First Church. 

As of September 15th ,  116 have come 

back.    

If you have returned yours thank you! 

The Diaconate will soon be contacting 
those who have not returned theirs.   If 
you still have yours please return it to 
the church office.   



Due to the Covid Epidemic there 
will be no  Holiday Faire this 
year,…….. 
We will truly miss everyone. 

Special shout out 
to our fabulous 
teachers this year: 

- Greg Hamel 
              - Jim Yesu 

 

Thank you for your willing-
ness to dedicate time and 
energy into fostering an en-
vironment where kids can 
grow together in Christ.  

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

 

WAITNG...WAITING...WAITING 

Until Christian Fellowship can 
begin our new season.  We are 
hoping we can begin in Novem-
ber.   We want to be sale and 
healthy.  Stay tuned!!! 

 

 

Many thanks to Norma Gary’s 

daughter Martha Rheaume to the 

gorgeous mums by the Academy St. 

entrance!   

Confirmation Sunday 

Although our students completed their course several months ago, due to COVID-19, they never got 
to have their ceremony. Please come to church on October 25, 2020,  We will honor our beautiful 
Confirmation graduates as they step forward as formal members of the church, thereby expressing 
their faith in THE faith that we all share. The following young people will be honored this day: 

 

Bobby Crean      Cailyn Crean  Rachel Costigan-Adams  Ella Hamel 

Casey James Jimmy Salzer Sam Yesu 

From the Treasurer... 
Special thanks to all who have contin-
ued to send their pledge to the church 
under the current pandemic.   If anyone 
needs an update on their current bal-
ance please feel free to contact me at 
treasurer@churchonthegreen.org or 
call the office. 
Amount Pledge 2020     $120, 613.00 
Amount received to date   $82,304.50    
68% Received to date. 
 
Thank You  Cindy LaPlante, Treasurer 

                                                                                                                                RUMMAGE SALE OCTOBER 8RUMMAGE SALE OCTOBER 8RUMMAGE SALE OCTOBER 8RUMMAGE SALE OCTOBER 8----10 AND 1510 AND 1510 AND 1510 AND 15----17171717    

THURSDAYS 4THURSDAYS 4THURSDAYS 4THURSDAYS 4----7PM7PM7PM7PM    

                                                                                                FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS 9AMFRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS 9AMFRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS 9AMFRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS 9AM----3PM3PM3PM3PM 

 

The Rummage sale dates have been set and we are setting up the rooms in Old Town Hall for a KNOCKOUT 

EVENT.  This will be our only fundraiser for 2020, and we need HELP.   We will be advertising heavily, 

so do expect a good turn-out. 

Because of social distancing and mask wearing, we will need church members to be present for a few hours 

at the sale to enforce these limitations, so that we will all experience a safe environment.  You can have a 

place to sit in a room or just roam the halls.  If you are to give some time, please call the church office 

(413.568.2833) to sign up.  We can’t do this without YOU! 

Submitted by Judy Lyon and Mayme Lajoie 
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A SUCCESSFUL MISSION WEEK 

 

After many meetings, conversations, phone calls, 
emails, alternating plans, feeling stuck and get-
ting going again, MISSION WEEK was a HUGE 
SUCCESS. Thanks to our tireless leader Judy 
Lyon, who kept after us till something unique and 
doable was revealed and executed with enthusi-
asm. Meals were made for Samaritan Inn and 
Our House, masks were lovingly sewn and dis-
tributed, and many participated in various sports 
event that truly made a difference. There was 
golfing, biking, walking, running and swimming! 
Everyone took their specific job seriously and 
made it a LOT of fun. Altogether $4,496.67 was 
raised for the Western Mass Food Bank! Thanks 
to the everyone who participated and their spon-
sors for a barnburner of a Mission Week!! 

                         Stewardship  
 

October is a very busy month for OUR church. 
As we re-open with a live service on October 
4

th, your stewardship committee asks that you 
attend in person or on line and be part of this 
year’s stewardship campaign.  
This year on October 4

th
, 11

th
, and 18

th, we will 
provide lay speakers to give testimonial to their 
life experience at First Congregational Church. 
We ask that as you listen to these speakers, 
you consider you’re giving of time, talents and 
treasure carefully, and open your hearts faith-
fully for your church.   
This stewardship campaign leads up to Giving 
Sunday on October 18

1/h, when Pastor Julie 
will speak on the benefits and rewards of 
providing financial resources for the mission of 
First Congregational Church.  
This year, more than ever, we ask the congre-
gation to step up, take the initiative, and re-
spond in a positive way.  
Please contact the Stewardship Committee, or 
the church office with any questions.  
 

Please watch your mail for a letter from the 
Stewardship Committee and how you can 
help support the church. 
 

Thank you, 
Tom Samwell 
 Chair of Stewardship 

Remembrance 
Sunday,  

November 1st 

 

We will have our 
Remembrance 

Sunday the first Sunday in November, as usual. 
Pictures of those who have left us (physically) 
this past year have been collected by Peggy 
and will be lovingly displayed in the area before 
you come into the sanctuary (the Narthex). 
Names will be read during the service, a bell 
chiming after each name. Come offer your re-
spects, say a prayer and remember each dearly 
departed one with your loving presence.  

It’s Stewardship Time. You will be receiving your 
letter soon. For the church to continue in its mis-
sion and its blessing, toward you and the wider 
community, please consider being courageous 
and pledging whatever amount you can, an 
amount that makes you sit back, smile and say to 
yourself, “Yes. This reflects my gratitude and my 
commitment to God.” Pledging is so helpful when 
looking to the future, a new pastor, and a beauti-
ful ministry that radiates to Westfield and beyond. 
[Understand that pledging can be changed if your 
circumstances change.] Remembering YOU are 
the real blessing, please give. Thank you and 
bless you!!! 

 

Pastor Julie 
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From our Church School Director… 

October Events: 

• Group Hikes at Mount Tom, Wednesday October 7th and 21st @ 4:30pm. Church youth and all 
church members are welcome! Directions will be emailed. 

• Group Nature Walks at Stanley Park, Wednesday October 14th and 18th @ 4pm. All church fami-
lies, children, youth and all church members are welcome! Meet at the frog pond. 

• Youth Bible Study and Virtual Hangout, Friday October 9th and 23rd. Zoom link will be sent out. 

• Apple Picking, October 11th, Bashista Orchards @ 2pm. All are welcome! 

• Church Family Pumpkin Painting & Carving, October 25th at 1pm. Pumpkins provided. Location 
TBA. 

Pictured of the left are some of the members of 

the Bike Club who have a very active itinerary 

each Saturday for the month of October. 

Pictures from the Ice 
Cream Social at The 
Summer House. It's 
hard to see all the 
smiling faces behind 
the masks —but much 
fun was had! We are 
excited for this 
Church School Year! 

Page 5 



First Church Worship Guidelines  

October 2020  
• The front door of the church will open at 9:50 AM. Only the Front 

door will be used to Enter and Exit the Church. 

  

• You must have a mask or one will be provided. You must wear it at all 

time or you will not be permitted in the building. 

  

• You will be greeted by an usher who will ask how you are feeling and 

if you are exhibiting any symptoms. Your temperature will be taken. Anyone with a 

fever will be asked to return home.  

  

• Attendance will be taken and filled with the church office; all temperatures will be rec-

orded. 

  

• You will be directed to sanitize your hands and pick up a bulletin as you enter the 

sanctuary. 

  

• You will be directed to the designated church seating staring at the front of the 

church. 

  

• Please do not touch Bibles or Hymnals. 

  

• At the end of the service please leave the church starting from the back to the front in 

order. Sanitize your hands as you exit and dispose of trash in the trash receptacles.  

  

• Please do not congregate in the church;  exit 

the church promptly. 

  

 • Please call the church office ahead of time if 

you need the  

handicap entrance. 

  

   

• Please stay home if you are not feeling well.    

Your safety is our number one priority.   
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 

The Church kitchen remodeling project is still ongoing.  Three bids were received on the installation 
of new range hood and in July a Contractor was jointly selected by our caterer and the church.  A 
deposit was given to order the custom made hood.  Your Property Committee needed to secure the 
services of a plumber, an electrician, a painter and an alarm contractor. 

The painting turned into a major project.  The peeling lead paint needed to be repaired or covered 
and the contractor had to  be certified in working with lead paint.  It was decided to cover the walls 
with new 3/8” sheetrock and to paint the entire room.  The electrical work included not only new cir-
cuits for the hood and associated control panel, but updating the existing wiring including new light-
ed exit signs with battery backup.  The plumber needed to be coordinated to disconnect the gas to 
the convection ovens and stove and then reconnect while adding new control valves for the hood 
and fire suppression system.  Also, the alarm contractor needs to tie the new controls into our exist-
ing alarm system. 

Your Property Committee secured these four contractors and a date of the week of Aug. 17th was 
set with the caterer.  All were ready to go when at the last minute the hood  contractor begged off.  
The plumber, which had disconnected the gas, had to reconnect the gas, for the caterer until, a sec-
ond date could be set.  Electrical work, which had been started, was put on hold.  The painter came 
in as scheduled and completed all the work he could in the time frame, he had  promised. 

A second date of the week of Sept. 14th was set.  Again, the hood contractor cancelled.  A third 
date of Sept. 27th was “promised”.   

As of this submission we are hopeful the hood contractor will show as promised.  I’ll give you an up-
date at our “Live” Church service on October 4th.  I hope you’ll plan to be there. 

Submitted by Bob Brownlee, chair of Property Committee 

 Nominating Committee–News Letter 

 

As the holidays quickly approach, and as we continue to communicate electronically, we need to 
find new ways to show our commitment to First Congregational Church. YOUR Nominating Com-
mittee is asking the congregation to step up and offer their time and talents.  

 

If you are currently not on a committee, we ask that you consider joining one.  

If you are currently on one committee, please consider joining a second committee, as allowed in 
our by-laws.  

All committees have openings.  

In the coming months the nominating committee will be reaching out to the congregation by means 
of phone calls, emails, or in person meeting, asking for your service to First Congregational Church.  

Now more than ever your church needs all of us to respond in a positive way.  

Please contact the nominating committee or church office with any ques-
tions.  

 

Thank you, 

Tom Samwell  

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 
for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 9:1 



Were on the Web!

www.churchonthegreen.org  

First Congregational 

Church of Westfield 

18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

             Rummage Sale  

           FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

           18 Broad Street  Westfield, MA 

                 Thursday October 8  
                       4:00 to 7:00 PM 

                                   Friday & Saturday October 9 & 10   
                                                9:00 to 3:00PM 
      ALSO AND 
                                             Thursday October 15  
                                                 4:00 to 7:00 PM 
                                    Friday & Saturday October 16 & 17   
                                                9:00 to 3:00PM 
                                            
                                  Featuring:     

        Clothing    Beautiful Collectibles    
        Furniture            Home Décor Decorations  
        Pictures and Frames  China and Glassware 
        Jewelry             Small Appliances  

Be strong and courageous. God has plans for you, plans to prosper, 
plans to give you hope and a future…. 


