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Dear friends,
Ready or not, here comes fall. I have enjoyed the summer and kind of hate to see it go. However, there’s always good stuff happening in the fall, not the least of which is cooler weather and
the beauty.
I hope you have done some reading on our book, “Beyond Resistance.” You will read about dying churches, doing church differently, and ways to “be the best church you can be.” This is a
winnowing process, keeping what works, letting go of or changing what doesn’t work, or doesn’t
work as well as it could. The All Church Committee did some work with this at the last meeting.
It was challenging to keep on track with the process, focus on what could be, rather than how to
change things, or why nothing would work (because “it hasn’t in the past”). These are faith conversations, not “works” conversations. In the Book of James, the first sermon series I did with
you (“Beloved Community”), we are warned about trying to do one without the other. We can’t
“work” our way into a new future, any more than we can “work” our way into heaven. Faith, in
some ways, is more challenging than works, because who among us is not willing to work? But
work is subservient to faith. We need to dream big and allow ourselves to imagine what’s possible. This makes us co-creators with God.
Think about all the elements of your church life. Land on each aspect, turn it over, consider what
you love, what you just “tolerate,” and what you really wish would be different. It might get a little
rocky in our midst if we start “shaking things up,” but there’s really no other way to move into
your new chapter. We all know we love each other; we do all know that we have different opinions, tastes, preferences and even theologies. We all know we are not the same, and why
would we want that? There is a way to grow in love, grow in worship, and grow in service to God
and the community. This way is beyond everyone working themselves into a tither. It’s a way
that is inclusive, loving, welcoming and attractive (a possibility floated at our meeting, plus the
attractive1I added that one).
Please plan to be at all of our “Second Hour” gatherings (in Fellowship Hall after worship, starting September 15).* We will discuss, listen, ponder and imagine some things together. Some
you’ll go with; others you’ll leave to the side. But be ready to think, to dream, to have fun and to
have your voice heard at these meetings. I predict there will be wonderful and measurable results.
Christ’s peace & love,
Pastor Julie

*This is the third Sunday, as the previous week we will be celebrating the return of our families
and children with an ice cream social!

We hope everyone had a great
summer break. It went by so
quickly. Church School will
start again on September
8th We will jump start the year
with a Registration Ice Cream
Social after church returning to our roots rather
than a Pancake Breakfast. That will happen later
during Heifer Month. This year Rachel CostiganAdams will be our Church School Director (aren't
we lucky).
Michael Winer will continue as the Nursery
School Supervisor and will cover the summer
Sundays. Look for more exciting information for
our Church School Program.
Submitted by Sherry Balzano
The Church School Committee Chairperson

WELCOME BACK TO
SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!
Church School begins and will be immediately
followed by The Church School Ice Cream
Social
Sponsored by the Church School Committee
Parents: Sunday School registration forms
will be available. Please be sure to
complete these forms before you leave!

Sunday, September 8th at 11:00am
ICE CREAM
VANILLA/CHOCOLATE & STRAWBERRY
VARIETY OF TOPPINGS
A BASKET WILL BE OUT FOR DONATIONS
(APPRECIATED)

Welcome Back!! I am excited to begin this
new chapter with both our Sunday School
kids as well as our Youth Group kids. Please
join us Sunday mornings and for other fellowship events and use this time to get together
with church families and build lifetime friendships. As some may have heard, we will be
utilizing a new Lego curriculum and other
hands-on lessons which will allow our kids to
further engage with stories and parables
found in the bible. This cannot be done without the help of our spectacular Sunday
School teachers!!
Additionally, I am working on a calendar of all
our events for the year which is looking full of
awesome fellowship events. Be on the look
out for more announcements and I encourage you
to invite your friends and
family to join us!
Rachel Costigan-Adams
Church School Director

We are looking for volunteers for the Sunday School. The success of our program is dependent on our volunteers. If you are looking for an opportunity to help please contact Rachel at
churchschool@churchonthegreen.org.
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2019 MISSION TRIP -- THANK YOU!!!
Thank you to all who contributed time, food and monetary support for our Mission Week this year. It
would not be possible to undertake this project without support of church members and friends.
Our deepest appreciation goes out to all of you.
Overall, the 2019 mission week was a success. We stayed in the local community this year
and some of us stayed overnights in a cabin at Noble View Outdoor Center in Russell MA. 10
adults and 11 youth worked during the week. The group consisted of Pastor Julie Olmstead, Martha
Roman, Rachel Costigan Adams, Jean Zimmerman, Mayme Lajoie, Julie Kraus, Doug and Barbara
James, Mike Cichonski and Judy Lyon. Helping were Mike Winer, Arianna Rodriguez, Kailey
Downs, Sam and Silas Yesu, Billy Balzano, Nora and Emery James, Bobby, Kailyn, and Joey Crean.
We did yardwork/gardening at the Boys and Girls Club, Papermill Elementary School and for
Ralph Cortis and Kendra Berndt and chores for Shirley Anderson. We painted classrooms and a
hallway at Franklin Avenue Elementary School, prepared and delivered meals for Our House, the
Samaritan Inn and also served a meal at the Soup Kitchen. We cleaned and polished the church
communion set. On Friday afternoon we attended a tree planting/memorial service conducted by
our Pastor Julie at the Western Mass. Hospital for an employee.
Submitted by Judy Lyon
On the left are
the James girls
preparing a
tasty meal.
On the right is
Rachel
CostiganAdams cleaning out the garden.
Below on the
left are some
of the mission
trip support enjoying the gorgeous day with
food and each
other.

GARDEN FOR KIDS—WESTFIELD BOYS & GIRLS
CLUB
Youngers participated in the Boys & Girls Club of
Greater Westfield summer programming are learning
a variety of life skills, including the importance of eating healthy. This year with the help of the First Congregational Church we were able to plant more vegetables.
Thanks from Kellie Brown, director of operations at
the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Westfield

Come join us for Bible Study. We meet every Wednesday 1:00 PM–2:00PM.

The Holiday Faire
There has been some discussion about having a Holiday Faire this year. In the past a few
members and friends have spent many hours
planning, setting up and disassembling this
event. This is a successful fund raiser for our
church. However it takes a lot of time and effort to put it together.

All are welcome.
Coming up: The Book of Acts.

September
Birthdays

Each year we have fewer members who are
able to accomplish this. Our presence in this
community is more visible when events that
invite the public in take place. Over the years
people have come to look forward to the
Faire, returning each year to participate.
I am asking for your input as to how each
person can help with this event.

9/1 Brian Polley
9/4 Marc Winer
9/4 Madeleine Hamel
9/7 Albert Cincotta
9/8 Cliff Gamble
9/8 Melissa Fanion
9/11 Destiny Fanion
9/15 Elsie O’Neil
9/16 Gregory Ulm
9/18 Samantha Albee
9/19 Diane Bray
9/19 Stephen Brown
9/19 Muriel Lyon
9/20 Alicia Marx
9/23 Tracey Gamble
9/25 Helen Blaha
9/25 Elizabeth
Niergarth
9/26 Bob Brownlee
9/28 Beth Gamble
9/30 Mia Bray-Motley

Sunday during coffee hour and during the
week, sign-ups will be available. Each clip
board will have an area indicated such as Silent Auction, Winter village, Lunch preparation etc. Please add your name to a list where
you feel you can help.
Thank you for helping us make decisions for
this event. Dates and times will be decided
based on help available.
Mayme Lajoie
Your Moderator

Rummage Sale
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
18 Broad Street Westfield, MA

Preview:
Sale:

Friday October 11th 4:00 to 7:00 PM
50 cents entrance fee
Saturday October 12th 9:00 to 3:00PM
No entrance fee.

Featuring: Clothing
Beautiful Collectibles
Pictures and Frames
Small Appliances
Home Décor Decorations

Furniture
China and Glassware

*Donations may be dropped off Oct. 7th to Oct. 10th. Arrangements for other drop offs may be
made by calling Mayme at 568-1057.

Christian Fellowship

Invites Everyone to a
Welcome Back Potluck Picnic
at
First Congregational Church Dining Room

September 12, 2019 at 11:30 AM
Come and join us and bring a dish to share. Desserts
and drinks are provided. Also please bring something
very special to you to show and talk about...an item or
photo for example...for a time of sharing and
fellowship.
Also
Signup sheet on bulletin board in hall

Friends of Franklin Avenue Elementary School - Mentoring Opportunity
Do you want to add some joy and satisfaction to your week? Do you have 30 minutes a week to
share with a child?
If yes, consider becoming a mentor for a student at Franklin Avenue Elementary School. This is a
neighborhood school with children from Kindergarten to Grade 4.
As a mentor, you would meet with one student for 30 minutes a week at the school when it is in
session. The time you give may include reading with the child, listening, and being a friend. This
interaction provides time to develop a consistent, positive, and healthy relationship. Research
shows that Mentoring makes a difference in the life of a young person.
If you are interested, please talk with Darlene Biggs at 413-568-3052 or
biggsde@comcast.net. Or, you can contact Tina Macy, Volunteer Coordinator, at 413-572-6345
or t.macy@schoolsofwestfield.org.
Darlene Biggs, World Service Committee

Friends of Franklin Avenue Elementary School
The beginning of the school year is just around the corner. The staff at Franklin Avenue School
needs the following items. These items, except for the crayons, are usually ones that teachers
buy themselves throughout the school year. Your assistance is greatly appreciated.
• Crayola Crayons
• Kleenex
• Clorox Wipes for cleaning surfaces
• Hand/facial wipes
• Hand sanitizer
• Baggies (Glad or Ziploc) Quarts and Gallons
Also, as you may recall, the Mission Trip Ministry Team did some painting at Franklin Avenue
School. Chris Tolpa has invited you to stop in at the school to see the great job that the team
did and to take a tour.

Chicken Pants
Written by John Edgerton
"Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventyseven times." - Matthew 18:21-22 (NRSV)
The word of correction that comes out a shout. The angry moment when I speak her name as
if it were a curse. The question simply ignored because my nose is buried in my phone. The
anguished crying that goes on for half an hour because I forgot to charge the monitor. That’s
just the beginning of the things I have done wrong.
There’s nothing quite like the look on my daughter’s face when I have done something to hurt
her feelings. It’s equal parts anger, sadness, betrayal, disappointment, and fear. When I’ve
done something to hurt my daughter’s feelings, the pain is real and deep and unmistakable.
And the only thing to do is sweep her up into my arms and whisper I’m sorry in her ear and
look her in the eye and really mean it when I say, “I’ll do better.”
And amazingly, miraculously, inexplicably, she forgives me. I made a mistake. I was wrong
and said so. And like the grace of God before my eyes, in a few minutes we are back to playing together. We are back to her handing me the stuffed chicken and asking to put on its
pants. (All our stuffed chickens wear pants, btw. The dolls, relatedly, have no pants.)
How many times will I need her to forgive me in my life? As many as seven times? Seventyseven times will just make a beginning.
Prayer
Gracious God, thank you for the miracle of forgiveness, we are lost without it.
About the Author
John Edgerton wrote this reflection for Hard and Holy: Devotions for Parenting, a new resource from the Stillspeaking Writers' Group.

Submitted by Rev. Julie Olmsted
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