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Dear friends, 

September is here. The things we loved most about summer are waning, if we had them in 
smaller doses “at a distance.” The things we love about fall may be the same, but not the same 
at all. We have all learned to let go of some of the most cherished things about church, as well 
as some of the most cherished things we love about family and community life. How difficult it 
can seem to continue to be patient, taking the “long view,” as in, this too shall pass. I have en-
joyed many things about the summer, despite our limitations. Below are just a few. 

Mornings – Thank goodness we can still enjoy the sunrise, the cool breeze at dawn, the birth of 
a new day. No matter what you choose to do, gardening, relaxing with the paper and coffee, out 
for a walk, ride or run, I hope you took time to breathe deeply, look around at God’s creation and 
say in some form or another, “It is good.” God is still good, the earth and all that’s in it, I can still 
look around, breathe and give thanks. 

Good food – I hope you got to enjoy lots of fresh fruits and vegetables from the garden. There’s 
nothing that says, “God is good,” more than the colorful goodness of food from the good green 
earth. And, of course, there’s ice cream! What a simple joy to take a walk or a drive to the local 
creamery, or make your own concoction right from your own freezer and cupboards. Then 
there’s good wine, yummy cheese and crackers, birthday cakes and barbeque. Oh, I could go 
on… 

Evenings – When I was a child it was a big thing to sit outside (or lie on a pallet on the ground) 
and watch the stars come out in summer. I hope you heard the crickets in the evening, saw the 
moon rise or stars peep out signaling nighttime and rest, a day well lived. 

Expanding Connections – Whether it’s on Zoom (great Bible Study!), distance visits in your 
yard, a short telephone call or a letter from afar, I hope you have managed to keep in touch with 
those who love and support you these past few months. I wish to thank our Deacons and all 
those who have reached out to one another in our congregation. A little ring can mean a whole 
lot when the hours stretch out in silence. You are special people with big hearts for loving and 
serving. Keep extending God’s extravagant welcome to those you love and to those you strug-
gle to love! 

I hope soon, with continued low Coronavirus numbers, you will begin to trickle back to the sanc-
tuary. There’s a lot of room and every precaution is taken to ensure your safety. Meanwhile, we 
will continue to provide the best services we can remotely. Why not pick up the phone and invite 
someone to “Virtual Worship” today?   Who knows, we may see them in person in the near fu-
ture. Which is what I hope I can say about you! 

 

Love, light and prayers to all, 

 

Pastor Julie 
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On  Sunday August 19th the church welcomed 
Riley Paige Desjardins.  Her parents are Grace 
Templeton and Gary Michael Desjardins.  The 
proud grandparents are Jeff & Karen Templeton.  
Riley Paige is the first baptism in 2 years, how 
beautiful. 
 

Baptism Cards may be sent to Riley’s parents 
address: 
 

6 Rocky Brook Drive 

Huntington, MA  01050 

 

                 

Saturday, September 12th at 3PM 

ICE CREAM is on Us  

At the Summer House in 

Southwick. 

Hope to see you all there!!! 

 

 From The Church School Committee and Chris-
tian Education Director: 

- Parents of Youth and Children, please check 
your emails as details have been sent out regard-
ing our Fall Plan and Activities. Attached you will 
see a Calendar of all Fall activities and meet ups. 
I am looking forward to this coming year as we 
find new and creative ways to stay in community 
with each other. 

• We will be hosting an Ice Cream (Social-ly 
distanced) Fall Kick-Off to welcome back our 
children, youth, and families. This will be on 
Saturday September 12 at 3pm at the Sum-
mer House in Southwick. Come enjoy some 
ice cream on us! We hope to see you all 
there!! 

Gail Ives, Chair of 
Church School 

 

A Thank You from Riley’s parents:  Pastor Julie, words cannot express how special of  
a day you made by welcoming our Riley Paige into our church’s family. The blessings 
you gave her will carry throughout her life.  Our family looks forward to our return to 
First Congregational!! 

           Love, Grace & Gary Desjardins 

 



Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the copy 

room is where you will find a “Church 

Use Request Form”, forms for 

“Request for Custodial Assistance”, 

“Request for Use of Church Property 

and Request for Reimbursement”.  Al-

so a First Church Phone Directory can 

be found there. 

           2020 MISSION  TRIP -- THANK YOU!!! 
 

Even though we had a challenge with the pandemic situation, our 2020 mis-

sion week was a success.   Our “walk, golf, run, bike, swim, dance or row” 

challenge was a big hit.   Thanks to the organization and enthusiasm of our 

Pastor Julie, several church members raised an amazing amount of funds 

during the week.   This contribution will be donated to the Western Mass 

Food Bank.  The amount raised will be announced soon.  We also brought 

water and salads to go with pizza deliveries to Our House and The Samaritan Inn 

three days during the week.  In addition, several masks were made during the 

week and given to the deacons to distribute to church members in need.     We appreciate all who 

took part in this mission week and we look forward to next year when we will be able to accomplish 

more projects in a safe and healthy way.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Judy Lyon 

Some of the beautiful masks made by 

Martha Roman for the Mission Week. 

 Summer Flowers  
 

Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated 
with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar,  
If you have flowers you would like to deco-
rate the sanctuary  with please call Peggy 
(568-2833) for more information.  
 

Our thank you to the following friends & members 

who brought in flowers to make the church services: 

look  beautiful:  

Janet Kedzierski, Jean Zimmerman, Janet  St Jean 

& Cindy LaPlante 



September    
Birthdays 

 

9/1 Brian Polley 

9/4 Marc Winer 
9/4 Madeleine Hamel 
9/7 Albert Cincotta 

9/8 Cliff Gamble 

9/8 Melissa Fanion 

9/11 Destiny Fanion 

9/15 Elsie O’Neil 
9/16 Gregory Ulm 

9/18 Samantha Albee 

9/19 Diane Bray 

9/19 Stephen Brown 

9/20 Alicia Marx 

9/23 Tracey Gamble 

9/25 Helen Blaha 

9/25 Elizabeth                       
 Niergarth 

9/26 Bob Brownlee 

9/28 Beth Gamble 

9/30 Mia Bray-Motley 

Rummage Sale Changes 

Oct. 8,9,10 and Oct. 15, 16, and 17 

This year’s rummage sale will be 

held in Old Town Hall because 

we were closed in the spring and 

will only have one sale this year. There has been a 

very large number of donations starting in the 

spring. Several of the members have been working 

to make this move possible. We have priced items 

in both locations and have begun setting up the dis-

plays in OTH( Old Town Hall) . Unfortunately this 

building is not handicap accessible and may impact 

our number of shoppers. 

 With the help of the Yesu boys and the Crean‘s, 

items have been moved across the drive.  Thanks to 

our youth who are quarantined and practicing social 

distancing for their hard work. 

Donations will be accepted until October 4
th
 to give 

the workers time to price and display sale items 

If you have some time and are willing to help please 

contact the church office or Mayme Lajoie. We will 

be working on Tuesday and Thursday mornings un-

til the sale. Donations may be brought in during 

those times. Other drop-off time may be arranged. 

frog (forever rely on God) 

Mayme Lajoie  phone 568-1057 or email 

mel1938@comcast.net 

From Your Search Committee 

The Search Committee wants to thank the congregation for their 
honest and thorough responses to our survey. We are using these 
results to help us formulate our church profile. 

A copy of our survey results is available in the church office. You can 
also get a pdf copy sent directly to your email. Requests can be sent 
to: janetstjean@comcast.net.  

Hearing Devices available Hearing devic-
es are available for your use during the wor-
ship service.   If you are missing any words of 
our service we suggest you give it a try. Just 
ask an usher for one.   
We are sure it will make 
the service much more 
enjoyable.   



Christian Fellowship Christian Fellowship Christian Fellowship Christian Fellowship     
SAD  BUT  TRUE  SAD  BUT  TRUE  SAD  BUT  TRUE  SAD  BUT  TRUE  ….we will not be able to gather for a Christian Fellowship 

meeting in September, as health restrictions for our group must be consid-

ered.   We are hoping that with the thoughtful openings that are happen-

ing, we will be able to proceed with a gathering next month.    

Judy Lyon, chair 

 

    

Each Sunday’s service 

During this time of practicing social distancing we have been blessed with a recorded service 

from our sanctuary. The flowers have been provided by church members and friends. Thank 

you. 

The banners forming a backdrop for Pastor Julie have come from a number of places.  I do 

want to acknowledge a source of many of the banners used . Each Sunday to the right side of 

the alter hangs a  banner representing the season of our church. These were purchase with a 

generous donation of a church member. 

 Others have been created at times by the youth. I do not know which young church member 

created  the current banner. If any of you know who is responsible, please let Mayme know. I 

do remember working with a confirmand to create a banner depicting a Bible story. 

The others were created by a dedicated church member who 

for years was our Church School director. Throughout this 

building you will find many indicators of Dorothy Moore’s skill. 

She spent hours designing and producing these banners. They 

often appeared on Church School Sunday. It is wonderful to 

see them being used and she would be happy to know that they 

brightened our service. 

This is another way that we can acknowledge the creation of 

our church’s rich and long History. 

Thank you Dorothy Moore for your contributions. 

Submitted by Mayme Lajoie 
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World Service Committee 

Kamp for Kids 

One of the missions that our church supports is Kamp for Kids.  With COVID19, Kamp for Kids has 

needed to become a virtual camp.  The virtual camp consisted of three activity packets with different 

themes to engage the campers while providing social distancing, relaxation, and mindfulness activi-

ties. The campers were able to enjoy adventure and exploration through scavenger hunts, art crea-

tions, coloring, word search pages and other activities. 

The first activity packet theme was In My Backyard. This activity packet included exploring one’s 

backyard and neighborhood for the plants, insects, and other items that could be found there. They 

learned about lightning bugs and other insects.  One of the activities was learning how to make a 

bird feeder from a soda bottle.  The second activity packet theme was Only in New England.  It in-

cluded facts and activities about Massachusetts and the other New England States.  The third 

theme was titled All Around the World.  This activity packet incorporated activities and information 

about other countries and their traditions.  The campers were invited to attend Zoom gatherings 

where they could connect with each other, meet new people, and chat with some of the counselors 

from last summer. You can see some of their activities at https://www.bhninc.org/kamp-kids.  Kamp 

for Kids is now owned by BHN (Behavioral Health Network, Inc.). 

Thank You Notes from our missions: 

Our House:  DOMUS, Incorporated provides housing at Our House for homeless young adults, 18-

24 years of age. They will use our donation for their Educational Scholarship Fund.  This fund is for 

young adults living at Our House who are trying to attend college or obtain vocational training. As of 

August 6
th
, there were nine students living at Our House.  One student graduated in May.  

HELO Haiti: Due to the effects of COVID-19, food prices have skyrocketed, while the cost of living 

has soared in Haiti.  They are grateful for our donation to help them meet their expenses to keep 

their children safe, healthy, and strong.  On August 10, the children headed back to school to com-

plete the 2019-2020 school year. 

WESTFIELD FOOD PANTRY: With the crisis from COVID-19, there has been a significant increase 

in the need for food assistance in Westfield.  Our donation has enabled them to continue to assist 

vulnerable families with access to groceries and meals. Fifty one percent (51%) of their clients are 

children and fourteen percent (14%) are elderly. The food pantry greatly appreciates our donation 

as they respond to the needs of our community. 

Sarah Gillett Services for the Elderly, Inc.: Through our donation they have been able to pro-

vide grants to non-profit programs serving senior citizens in the Greater Westfield community.  They 

thank us for our generosity and support. 

World Service Committee:  Jean Zimmerman, Darlene Biggs 

 



 

GLS Script.  So much more than Gas and Groceries  

Shopping with gift cards is an easy way to support our church every time you shop. We offer a great variety 

of brands in addition to your weekly gas and grocery purchases. From dining and entertainment to home 

improvement and beyond, we have all your shopping needs covered! Buy gift cards from some of these 

best-selling national retailers: 

Home Depot, Home Goods, T.J. Maxx, Wal-Mart, Target, $10 and under Gift Cards, Books & Music, 

Dining (Casual, Fine and On the Go [Burger King, Arby’s, Dunkin Donuts and so much more]) .  

Great Gifts for your holiday shopping, birthdays and your college bound kids.   

Our enrollment code, is:2B3C7L7734826. 

Questions? Contact Cindy LaPlante text or call  413-364-6804 email cindylaplante5@gmail.com. 

 

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY MR. GAMBLEHAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY MR. GAMBLEHAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY MR. GAMBLEHAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY MR. GAMBLE    

ON SEPTEMBER 8THON SEPTEMBER 8THON SEPTEMBER 8THON SEPTEMBER 8TH    



We’re on the web! 

Www.churchonthegreen.org 

First Congregational Church  

of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

              

Saturday, September 12th at 3PM 

ICE CREAM is on Us  

At the Summer House in 

Southwick. 

Hope to see you all there!!! 

         


