First Congregational Church
The Newsletter April 2018
Dear Friends,
Some years ago, a family in Indiana received a letter in the mail. The letter was so unusual that it
made headlines around the country. It was from the Indiana Department of Social Services. This
is what it said:
“Your food stamps will be stopped in March because we have received notice that you passed
away. May God bless you. You may reapply if there is a change in your circumstances.”
On that first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene finds a change in her circumstances. She has gone
to the tomb with spices to prepare Jesus’ body for burial, but instead she comes face to face with a
hale, hearty, and healthy Jesus. Overjoyed, she greets him with a cry of “Rabbouni!” which means
teacher. Ready to throw her arms around him, she draws closer. But Jesus says, “Do not hold
me” (John 20: 16 – 17).
Jesus isn’t going back to the way things used to be. There’s been a big change in his circumstances. The One Mary wants to embrace is Christ, risen from the grave. Bursting from the tomb,
Christ has defeated the power of death. In Christ’s resurrection, God breaks down barricades of
fear and despair with a death-defying disruption, a change that begins when the stone is rolled
away, and rolls out into the world in the lives of Jesus’ followers.
Here in New England, because Easter is celebrated in the Spring, we sometimes think of Easter as
a point in a predictable cycle of life: a high point, perhaps, but merely part of a predictable cycle
from birth to death to birth again. But Easter isn’t about predictability. Easter is surprises. Easter
is God breaking in upon the predictable patterns of life. At Easter God disrupts the ruts we’ve been
stuck in. God raises us up out of those old ruts into new possibilities. Easter is God’s glorious, uproarious new life, bursting forth from places that have been dead.
After she saw Jesus, Mary went running back to the other disciples, telling them “I have seen the
Lord!” (John 20: 18). Yes, it was Jesus. Their friend Jesus, known to them for years, but now, in
some mysterious way, entirely new. Mary and the disciples knew that something miraculous had
happened. Their world had been entered, encountered, transformed. Things would never be the
same again.
Easter is surprises. Easter is God’s death-defying “Yes!” to every “No!” the world can throw at us.
Easter is changes: changes that call us out from places of death to glorious, uproarious new life.
May your Easter be blessed: full of surprises and full of joy.
Yours in Christ

CHURCH SCHOOL
NEWS!

Celebration Sunday—May 20, 2018
Celebration Sunday Theme is:

“Mission Impossible”
Family Movie Night
Join us on Friday, April 27th for our family
movie night. The movie this month is
“Captain America”.

We look forward to sharing with you how we
have realized the mission God has for each of
us.

Doors open at 6:15, movie
starts at 6:30.
Hope to see you there!
Tracy Gervais
March is HEIFER MONTH! A strong component
of our culture at First Church is our commitment
to supporting Heifer International. Heifer is a
wonderful organization that provides livestock of
all kinds nationally and internationally to help
communities grow stronger both from the nutritional aspect of the animals, but also through
economic growth. Our Church School has
worked hard this month to raise funds to benefit
Heifer. We have had our Pancake Brunch, sold
dress down tickets, the children did Heifer calendars and we are wrapping up with a bake sale.
To all those that have supported – THANK YOU!

All Church Picnic
Come One Come All!
Sunday May 20th, 2018 immediately following the Celebration Sunday service, will be
an All Church Picnic. It will be held at Stanley Park in the Westfield Bank Pavilion
(same as last year). More details to follow!

Due to a lack of Participation First Church will
not be hosting VBS this summer. Church
School will provide a list of alternate programs
as they become available.

April Confirmation Schedule
April 2
April 9
April 15
April 23
April 30
May 5
May 6

Easter Monday; no class
Stewardship and Christian Beliefs
about Wealth
No Class School Vacation
Work on Statements of Faith in class
Work on Statements of Faith in class
Confirmation Vespers, 6:30PM
Day of Confirmation!

Rev. Elva Merry Pawle

Pasta Luncheon Thanks
The Church School Committee would like to
thank everyone that made this event possible.
The Committee members and Friends that do a
great job setting up and cleaning up. Our
Youth for serving the meal – we love their participation. Thanks again to Greg Hamel and
Joey Crean for their cooking and manning the
kitchen – so much coordination. We also are
grateful to our members that support our dinners and make this a social event. A Special
Shout out goes out to Will Fruwirth who went
“table to table” selling Dress Down for Heifer
Tickets. What a salesperson!!
Bob Seher was the big winner of the surprise
raffle. Rachel Bilodeau was the emcee.

Thank you everyone for making this a successful fundraiser.
Gail Ives, Chair of Church School

Left are: Tracy
Gervais, our Church
School Director,
Rachel Bilodeau, our
emcee and new
member, and
Destiny Fanion
another big winner
of a 3 month membership at the Y..

Super Sunday
Heifer –THANKS!!
Thanks to Greg Hamel
and helper Tracy Gervais
and Destiny Fanion for
preparing the great pancakes, potatoes, sausages – YUM!! The set up
and cleanup crew –
Michelle Downs, Debbie
Yesu, Jennifer
Barkyoumb, Kelley Gervais, Noah Perkins, Kailey
Downs and probably
some I missed
The servers: Sam & Silas
Yesu, Kailey Downs.
Thanks to all that baked
and bought the goodies at
the Heifer Bake sale and
to everyone that bought a
dress down ticket. We
thank our beautiful congregation that supports
the wonderful Heifer Mission.
Gail Ives, Chair of Church
School

Pictures of our youth group enjoying a
fun day of ice skating.

Silver Lake Summer Camp
th

On April 8 Silver Lake Summer Camp will be
here to present their program that is for children
grades 4 and up. While many of the older students, that attended Mt Monadnock, expressed an
interest in their summer camp, that is only an option for students in grades 8 and up. Silver lake
provides an additional option. Their staff will be
here doing a Camp On The Road event. They will
introduce the children to what camp is like, what to
expect and the fun they can have. They will play
some games, discuss their theological approach
and just have fun. Even if your children have not
expressed an interest in camp, they are very welcome to come and participate in the roadshow
event. The staff will then be on hand to answer
any questions during coffee hour. Several of our
families are already acquainted with Silver Lake
and may also help answer questions.

On behalf of the Diaconate, I would like to
thank all who have & will be assisting in the
distribution & delivery of the Easter Lilies &
Tulips this year. We are grateful to all for the
help.
Thank you, Martha Scavotto

Forms & Church Directories
The rack on the wall outside the copy room is
where you will find a “Church Use Request
Form” , forms for “ Request for Custodial Assistance” , “ Request for Use of Church Property and Request for Reimbursement”. Also
a First Church Phone Directory can be found
here.

A special thank you to all who attended the Annual Corned Beef and Cabbage
Dinner. This year we served over 140 dinners. All who came enjoyed a great night
of fellowship.
I would like to thank all who helped make the night possible and there are so many
that I am sorry if I forgot anyone. Jean Zimmerman, Tracy Gervais, Kelley and
Christian Gervais, Tom Samwell, Bob and Lennie Seher, Mike Stefanik, Cliff
Gamble, Lynn Brownlee, Jackie Thayer, Don Wielgus, Ed and Kyle LaPlante (my apologies if
I missed anyone). Our sincere thank you to our in house chef Cindy LaPlante for
making this event a huge success. Seating was sold out a week before the event and take
outs were made available. The Fund Raising profits from the dinner was $1,000.00!
Thank you, Mayme Lajoie

Preparation in Fellowship Hall for
the Corned Beef Dinner Event held
on March 10th. Thank you to all our
volunteers which made our event a
success.

Pictured to
the right are
some of our
servers for
the “Corned
Beef Dinner”. Mayme
Lajoie, Lennie Seher,
Lynn Brownlee and Jean
Zimmerman. Missing
from the picture was the
chief cook, our own
Cindy LaPlante. They
welcomed more than 140
guests.

.

Left: Tom Samwell or chief bottle washer. Right: Cliff & Bev Gamble.
Our guests were served coffee & tea by our handsome servers,
Cliff Gamble and Don Wielgus.
Many thanks Don Wielgus for gathering these pictures for us to enjoy.

April Birthdays
Happy Birthday!
4/01
4/03
4/05
4/05
4/06
4/06
4/07
4/08
4/09
4/10
4/11
4/11
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/14
4/15
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/22
4/22
4/28
4/29
4/30

Beverly Gamble
Les Eldridge
Elizabeth Dillingham
Deborah Desi
Alexis Guay
Jack Queenin
Ardelle Zych
Betty Allen
Sarah Queenin
Steven Downs
Marylyn Smith
Daniel Albee
Joan Deacon
Jacob Platek
Lynn Anderson
Martha Roman
Nancy Bush
Mia Valenti
Marilyn MacKinnon
Mark St. Jean
Carisa Ledoux
Shirley Glaze
Rebecca Klaubert
Rebecca Dixon
Aidan Exell
Julia Kraus

Thank you for your regular
donations to the Food Pantry. We make a delivery
every week so please continue to bring in your nonperishable donations. I have also been to the Samaritan
Inn with personal care items. They use flip
flops there each day for showers so when
you see them in the stores, please think of
getting some to donate. They are very
grateful for everything that I bring and
send their thanks for being such a good
neighbor. Thank you and keep up the
good work!!!
Submitted by Linda Hauk
World Service Committee

“Churches Alive” Congregational Meeting
April 22 after Worship
Over the past year and a half, on our “Churches
Alive” journey, our church has shared stories from our
history. We have shared “what warms our hearts” in
the life of the church. We have responded to a survey
done in worship, to discern our strengths as a congregation. Research has been done about the needs
of our community. We met on February 25 and
March 25 to digest all this information, and to discern
together three life-giving qualities that uniquely define our church.
On Sunday April 22, after worship, we will gather
once more for food and reflection, and for prayer. We
will endeavor to learn together God’s purpose for our
church.
Please be part of this gathering.
Your Church Renewal Ministry Team
Rick Gaylord - Martha Roman - Jim Yesu
Kathryn Graybill-Elva Pawle

WHAT ARE YOU GOOD AT?
Do you like to garden? Do woodworking? Knit? Do
you have a computer or sewing machine that you enjoy using?
Do you have other skills or talents you’d like to share
with church members? Would you like to help your
fellow members with a project? Could you provide
child care, cooking, or tutoring?
The Membership-Fellowship Committee is working
on a Church Resource Directory. This would be a list
of church folks who can teach skills or offer help with
projects or tasks, for other church folks. Please let
us know if you have a skill or talent to share. We’d
especially welcome younger people who could help
with technology, like making the most of a smart
phone or computer!
Please “watch this space” next month for more information about the Church Resource Directory. Let’s
give Google a break and turn to each other!
Your Membership Fellowship Committee
Laura Holtz, Alice Flyte, Darlene Biggs, Joyce Bard,
Dr. Robert White, Marion White

Preparations for the Holiday Fair
This may seem a bit early but it’s never
too soon to start creating sale items for
the Fair. I’m looking for anyone with a
skill such as painting, arranging flowers,
knitting, crocheting, picture framing,
quilting and many more. If you have a
talent and are willing to share it see me.
We do have materials stored for many projects and
would like to have them used.
Do you have a talent that was not mentioned please
offer? We are looking for creative items.
Mayme Lajoie 413-568-1057 or mel1938@comcast.net
Memorial Flowers
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is decorated with
fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. There
are many people and several groups in the
Church as well as people from out of town who give
flowers as a memorial, special celebration or holiday
remembrance. Some have given flowers for many years
around the same date or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to think of people! After each service, the flowers
are made into smaller bouquets which are given to sick,
bereaved and shut-in members. If you would like to give
Altar flowers for a particular Sunday, Please call Peggy
(568-2833) for more information. The cost of an arrangement is $25.00.

Dine in/Dine Out Fellowship
The Membership/Fellowship committee
members are coordinating monthly dinners; and, we will alternate dining out at
a local restaurant with the following
month a potluck supper.
Our first will be Friday, April 13, 6:30pm
at the Westwood Restaurant on North
Elm St. Westfield.
Please contact Alice Flyte at 413-4547822 by April 9th, so we can let the restaurant know how many will be attending.
.
Come join us for fun, fellowship, and good food!
Submitted by Alice Flyte
From the Desk of Pastor Elva
In case of a pastoral emergency outside
office hours, please call my cell phone,
579-2873. I have actually mastered the
art of texting, so texts are OK too! I don't
check email on Fridays, because Fridays
are my day off.
During my regular office hours, Mon,
Tues, & Thursdays from 9 to 12,you can
also call the church office: 568-2833.
Thanks, Pastor Elva

Women’s Fellowship Meeting
April 12th, 2018 at 1:00 pm
Our Speaker: Pastor Elva Pawle

Our next meeting will be on April 12th at the church at 1PM. Our
speaker will be Pastor Elva Pawle on the subject “The Greatest Job
in the World”.
World” Even though a lot of us are “retired” we will have
our ears perked up for what she has to say about this. Perhaps we
will get motivated to get out there and be more active. Come and
hear what she has in mind for all of us. Refreshments and fellowship will follow the program.

“The Greatest Job in the World”
FOUR SCORE LUNCHEON
The Diaconate will be holding their
Four Score Luncheon for our members and friends on Saturday, May
5th. If you have received your invitation please make sure you call Ann
Mundy at 562-1864
to make your reservations.

Please Notify the Church Office WhenE
  You or a family member would like a visit.
  You have a change of address.
  Your Phone number has changed.
  Your email address has changed
Scholarships Available The Committee for the Bishop, Seher, Swartz and Taylor Continuing Education
Fund is now accepting applications for the 2018-2019
school year. Please obtain an application for the church
office. Completed forms may be returned to the church
office. All applications must be returned by 5/16/18.
Also, should anyone desire to make a gift
or bequest to the scholarship fund, please
see Cindy LaPlante, or you may pick up an
information pamphlet outside the church
office.

RECIPES OF THE MONTH SUBMITTED BY BETSY GAYLORD
Forgotten Cookies
Ingredients
2 eggs
Confectioners sugar
6 oz. chocolate bits
Directions
Drop by Teaspoon on greased cookie sheet. Put in 375° oven. Turn oven off as soon as cookies are in. When oven cools, they are done. (I make them at night) leave in oven in 17 minutes
they are all done!
**************************************************************************************************************

Pecan Pie Bars
Ingredients
2 Cups all-purpose flour
1/2 Cup sugar
1/8 tsp salt
3/4 Cup unsalted butter

1 Cup packed brown sugar
1 Cup light corn syrup
1/2 Cup unsalted butter
4 large eggs, lightly beaten
2 1/2 Cups chopped pecans
1 tsp Vanilla extract

Directions
Combine flour, sugar, salt in a large bowl. Cut in 3/4 Cups butter with pastry blender. Firmly
press mixture into a 13”x9” pan. Bake in a 350° oven 17 to 20 minutes or until lightly brown.
Combine brown sugar, corn syrup and 1/2 Cup unsalted butter in sauce pan and bring to a boil
over medium heat, stir gently. Stir 1/4 of hot mixture into lightly beaten eggs, and then add rest
of hot mixture. Stir in pecans and vanilla. Pour hot mixture over the crust. Bake at 350° for 35
minutes or until set. Cool completely on wire rack. Cut into 16 bars.

FIRST CONGREGATION CHURCH
RUMMAGE SALE
Preview: Friday April 13h 4:00 to 7:00 PM
50 cents entrance fee
Sale: Saturday April 14th 9:00 to 3:00PM
No Entrance Fee

Dear Friends,
I would like to thank all my dear church
friends for the thoughtful and king wishes expressed in the cards that I received.
Thank you so much.
With love,
Mary Pierce

First Congregational Church
of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085

Www.churchonthegreen.org

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
18 Broad St., Wesield, MA 01085
413-568-2833 • www.churchonthegreen.org
EASTER SUNDAY- April 1st
6:30AM Sunrise Service at the Children’s
Pavilion in Stanley Park
10:00AM All are welcome to a joyful celebraon
of the Resurrecon of Jesus Christ.

