The May 2018 Newsletter
First Congregational Church
Dear Friends,

The great violinist Fritz Kreisler once heard someone playing a violin in a music shop. He fell in
love with the instrument’s tone. When he inquired about buying the violin, Kreisler was told that it
had been sold to an Englishman who was not a musician but a collector of old violins. When he
learned that, Kreisler was furious. He exclaimed, “This is not a violin merely to look at. It is an instrument with which to bless the world.”
For several weeks Kreisler pleaded with the Englishman. He implored the collector to sell the instrument to him, but was unsuccessful. Finally, one day the Englishman allowed Kreisler to play
the instrument. The great violinist said that he played that violin as one condemned to death would
play to gain a ransom. When Kreisler finished playing, the Englishman said, “I have no right to
keep this instrument. It belongs to the world. Take it into the world and let it be heard.”
Like that beautiful instrument, our Christian faith must be taken into the world. When our faith is
active in the world, God’s purposes are served most powerfully. Faith is too precious to be kept
inside a church building. In houses and apartments just a stone’s throw from the church live men
and women who are longing for the kind of love our faith has to offer. Our faith is to be shared and
heard, especially by those who have very little hope.
As we move into the next phase of Churches Alive, we will be looking at ways to adapt our church’s
organizational structure, so that we can be more effective instruments of God’s love for the world.
With God’s help, we will discover new, vibrant ways to share our faith beyond our walls to a world
badly in need of the good news of the gospel.
In Christ’s love,

Pastoral Care and Emergencies
Pastor Elva will be away on vacation from May 25th
to May 29th. If you or a loved one is in need of
pastoral care, please call your deacon or the church
office. When the office is closed, the Deacons will
be checking the answering machine regularly.
Please leave a message and we will get back to
you.

CELEBRATION SUNDAY
The theme for Celebration Sunday is “Mission Impossible.”
For the past few months the chilxx
dren have participated in several
missions including “Souper
Bowl”, Collecting socks, Heifer and for April a
Lemonade Stand-with the proceeds being used to
buy weighted blankets for Kamp for Kids. We look
forward to sharing with you how we have realized
the mission God has for each of us. Please mark
your calendars on May 20th for Celebration
Sunday.

All Church Picnic
Following the service on Celebration Sunday
there will be a picnic at the Westfield
Bank Pavilion (same as last year).
This is a POT LUCK PICNIC – so
please bring a dish to share. Paper
products, water and lemonade will be
provided by the Church School.
There is a grill at the pavilion that can be used.
There will be games and fellowship so come one
– come all!!!!
Submitted by Tracy Gervais

CONFIRMATION CLASS DATES FOR MAY
May 5 - Confirmation Vespers and rehearsal for
Confirmation, 6:30 PM
May 6 - Day of Confirmation!
CONFIRMATION — MAY 6TH
In this festive service, young people from our congregation will enter more fully into the life of the
church through confirmation. With joy we celebrate this important step in their journey of faith!

Due to a lack of Participation First Church will not
be hosting VBS this summer. Church School will
provide a list of alternate programs as they become available.
Summer Break
Celebration Sunday will be the last day of Sunday School before the summer break. We
look forward to returning in the
Fall on September 9th with our
Kick-off Pancake Breakfast.

Happy Mother’s Day! As usual several of
“our dads” will be taking care of Sunday
School and making a gift for the moms. The
moms get to enjoy the service. We really appreciate the time that the Dads give to our
Sunday School.
Wear Red Sunday, June 3rd
Sunday, June 3rd, we will celebrate Pentecost,
the “birthday” of the church. In Acts 2: 1 – 4,
we read that on that day the Holy Spirit came
upon Peter and the other disciples, giving
them power to spread the gospel all over the
world. The traditional color for celebrating the
Holy Spirit is red. It symbolizes
the Spirit descending like flames
of fire on the believers.

A Call to Serve–Stamp Out Hunger
Food Drive
On May 12th the mail carriers will
collect non-perishable food on
their rounds. Noah Perkins has
asked if volunteers will meet at the
Westfield Food Bank-101 Meadow St.-Westfield, MA between
4PM and 8 PM to help unload, sort and stock
the food that is collected.

Rehearsal for Celebration Sunday

May Birthdays
5/01 Michelle Hamel
5/02 Sandy White
5/02 Casey James
5/03 Betty Plumley
5/04 Kathryn Stone
5/06 Justin Glaze
5/07 Carol Tynan
5/07 Elva Pawle
5/08 Ami James
5/09 Louise Thompson
5/10 Betsy Gaylord
5/10 Mike Stefanik
5/13 Emily Yesu
5/14 Ruth Witherell
5/15 Cathy Harrington
5/16 Joyce Bard
5/16 Tina Dunlop
5/18 Martha Scavotto
5/18 Mike Ledoux
5/21 Gavin Connors
5/22 Roger Zimmerman
5/25 Jackson Yesu
5/25 Rick Hauk
5/28 Jennifer Barkyoumb
5/29 Barbara James
5/31 Rita Willard

Celebration Sunday will be held on May 20th.
We will have a rehearsal on Thursday, May 17th
at 6:30 PM .

FOUR SCORE LUNCHEON
The Diaconate will be holding their Four Score Luncheon for our
members and friends on Saturday, May 5th. If you have received
your invitation please make sure you call Ann Mundy at 562.1864
or the office at 568.2833 to make your
reservations.

1 regular Cool Whip

RUMMAGE SALE RECAP
We have successfully completed another Rummage Sale. Our
donations exceeded my expectations again as did the final count
of proceeds. This would not be possible without the commitment
of a number of people. Many of these volunteers are faithful
workers. Jean Zimmerman who works on most of our events
was a constant presence. Bob Brownlee and Patrick Lyman provided the muscle for the daily task of receiving items and constant moving items to accommodate more donations. Others
whom we count on included Marylyn Smith, Bob Merriman, Rita
Willard, Marion White, Joan Deacon, Jackie Thayer, Joyce
Piper, and Joyce Bard covered the selling and wrapping activities. Those who set up the whole dining room were Norma
Woodruff, Barbara James, Doug James, Alice Flyte, Tracy
Gervais and Linda Hauk ,just to name a few. Then to round
out the complete sale the many donations made this a success.
Finally the completion was carried out by Bob Brownlee, Steve
Pierce, Tina Dunlop, Cliff Gamble, and others who packed
and loaded the remaining items on the truck for a donation to Big
Brothers/ Big Sisters. All in all we served the community well and
met many old and new friends in the process. We missed our
ticket collector, Millie Billings on Friday. We hope she has a
speedy recovery.

1 med. Crushed pineapple (well
drained)

A special thanks to Cindy LaPlante for keeping us
accountable.

1 can Mandarin oranges
(drained)

Thanks to all who participated and there were
many. My apology for anyone I have missed but
your help is ever appreciated.

AMBROSIA RECIPE FROM
NORMA WOODRUFF
2 pkgs. Orange Jell-O (dry)
1 pint cottage cheese (small
curd)

Mix ingredients
& refrigerate.

Submitted by Mayme Lajoie

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
Each Sunday our Sanctuary is
decorated with fresh floral arrangements on the Altar. There
are many people and several
groups in the Church as well as
people from out of town who give flowers
as a memorial, special celebration or holiday remembrance. Some have given flowers for many years around the same date
or Sunday. This is such a beautiful way to
think of people! After each service, the
flowers are made into smaller bouquets
which are given to sick, bereaved and shutin members. If you would like to give Altar
flowers for a particular Sunday, Please call
Peggy (568-2833) for more information.
The cost of an arrangement is $25.00.
MEMBERSHIP/FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
The first Membership/Fellowship Dining
Out at the Westwood Restaurant, last Friday evening was well-attended with a
good time had by all. It was so much fun
to share a meal with our fellow parishioners and get to know them a little better.
Our committee will be coordinating
monthly dinners, alternating dinner out at
a restaurant with a potluck dinner at
someone's home. The next dinner will be
a Dining-In Potluck at Steve and Laura
Holtz's house, on Saturday, May 19th, at
6:00. There is a sign-up sheet on the
church bulletin board, to know who is
bringing what. Also, coffee, tea, and water
will be provided. People are welcome to
bring other beverages they might prefer.
Lastly, Ann Mundy has generously offered
her croquet and cornhole games, so get
ready for a little friendly competition! Hope to see you all there.
Submitted by Laura Holtz
Chair of Membership/Fellowship

Old Town Hall Update
We are continuing to work with the
Work Opportunity Center from
Agawam who is still very interested in purchasing the Old Town
Hall.
The Work Opportunity Center,
Inc. is a private, non-profit organization that provides vocational training, employment opportunities and employment for individuals with physical
and/or developmental disabilities as well as
those who are economically disadvantaged.
They recently received approval from their State
agency to use the Old Town Hall for this type of
business with the understanding that a lift or elevator must be installed for handicap access.
Addressing that access, we helped them receive
a commitment last week from the Community
Preservation Committee stating that the grant we
applied for to install a lift could be transferred to
them upon purchase of the building.
The Work Opportunity Center has indicated that
they would be renovating the building to install an
elevator, remodel the interior, add accessible
bathrooms, and update the heating/cooling system.
They would be using the first floor for their training and programs and use the second floor for
their corporate offices.
We are working with Attorney Ray Zenkert to finalize a Purchase & Sale Agreement that would
include a Use Restriction clause which would
hopefully limit the building to only be used for a
business or professional office building or a bank
or similar financial type institution in the future.
The parking situation is also being discussed to
allow the Work Opportunity Center to use some
of the church's parking spaces during the week
while keeping them available to the church on
Sundays.
If all the inspections go well, we hope to be able
to close on the building sometime this summer!
Rick Gaylord
Steve Pierce
Bob Brownlee

Quent Peacock, A Man for All Seasons
I am honored to write a few words about this very special man, Quentin
Peacock. He was the pastor of our church, the First Congregational
Church, when our family re-located to Western Massachusetts in the
1980s. We had moved often since my husband had worked for the federal
government. Most of our experiences had been positive, always educational and interesting. However, by the time we had moved to Westfield,
we were ready to put down roots, make permanent friends and be part of a
community.
After meeting and speaking with Quent, he understood this. He knew that
I, especially needed to make long-term friends and belong to a community.
And our children wanted to attend the same school for more than a few
years. In Quent’s low key and unassuming manner, he asked if I would like to start bus trips for the
church; he said he was really too busy with everyday duties. He said that the bus trips would be a
good social connection for members of the church.
So, I undertook this challenge and began researching information to begin offering trips to our congregation. After a few years, it turned out to be a very positive experience and we all enjoyed going
to New York City twice a year (for several years), to Newport to visit one of the mansions, a cruise
to Provincetown, to Hildene (Lincoln’s son’s vacation home), to DFR’s home and museum, and others. What made our trips even nicer, we had attracted folks in Westfield and they came on the trips
also.
It is my privilege to offer this short contribution to honor the life Quentin Peacock. He knew and
cared about my family’s search for stability and he offered a wonderful opportunity to me and the
church community. To this day, 25 years later, folks tell me they remember, fondly, our trips. All
because of Quent...in his mellow, unassuming manner, he was a Christian and truly “walked the
walk”. He made my and my family’s life happier; in my opinion, he was truly a “A Man for All Seasons.”
Lovingly submitted,
Elizabeth (Betty) Niergarth
**Please note: If you would like to share a memory or two of Rev. Peacock, please email the
church office. —Pastor Elva

BACK BAY MISSION
Back Bay Mission is one of the charities this church supports
through the World Service Committee. Back Bay Mission is related to the
United Church of Christ (UCC) and is the only ministry of the UCC located
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Through the UCC the Back Bay Mission
can draw on a national network of supporters and volunteers who are committed to helping the people of the Gulf Coast. This mission has been actively working in the Gulf
Coast for more than ninety years. Back Bay Mission has a three-tiered approach which involves
helping people meet their immediate needs, continuing to help them overcome challenges with experienced case workers, and providing peer networks and mentoring programs to help them work
their way out of poverty.
You can read more about Back Bay Mission at: their website: thebackbaymission.org
You can also find their newsletter in the mission basket outside the church office.
Submitted by Dorothy Cichonski, chair of World Service

Welcome New Members
We Welcome New Members
Christina and Mike O’Neil, they are the parents of two

children, Caleb and Elsie. Christina is a stay at home
mom. Mike has lived in Westfield since attending
Westfield State. He is currently a police officer. In his
free time, Mike enjoys magnet fishing with his kids.
Christina, Mike, Caleb, and Elsie live in Westfield with
their 3 dogs, cat, and guinea pig. Christina and Mike
are joining by Reaffirmation of Faith

Left:
Ashley
May
Allen

We Welcome New Member
Ashley May Allen grew up in Westfield. She is
a huge animal lover and has a black lab named
Otis. She has never been religious nor has been
to a church until this year, and says “Thank you all
for being incredibly welcoming.” Ashley is joining
by Confession of Faith.

Right:
Rachel
Bilodeau

We Welcome New Member
Rachel Bilodeau was baptized here at First
Church and attended as a kid. She attends Westfield State University where she studies Ethnic and
Gender Studies. She hopes to attend law school
soon after. Thank you all for being so welcoming!
Rachel is joining by Reaffirmation of Faith.
WORLD SERVICE
Please remember our neighbors in
need. The Food Pantry is
always in need of donations. You
may bring nonperishable items
any week and they will be delivered. When the grocery stores
advertise but one get two free,
please considered donating one. Hunger
does not know any season.
The Samaritan Inn is always grateful to receive coffee, flip flops for shower use and
personal care items. Thank you
Submitted by Linda Hauk, World Service

Each full color
book is 81/2x81/2
in size. The cost
is $10.99/ea. For
a copy please call
413/562-3046.

Women’s Fellowship Newsletter~2018

Women’s Fellowship is proud to say that in 2017 we awarded $1,500 for
Libby Irwin to go on a mission trip to Haiti. This was sponsored
through the Light Bearers Scholarship Fund which was established by
Lucy Gillette for the youth of our church who wish to participate in bible camp, religious retreats or any event that is church related.
If you are not aware of this funding program, please take a Women’s
Fellowship brochure from the rack outside the church office and read
about how a young person can apply. Please see the insert below. We
ask that you spread the word so that another young person can have a
gratifying experience such as Libby Irwin had.
Also for the May newsletter:
In May we have a program that will interest many of our church
members. Attorney Holly Lewis will talk with us about ELDER LAW.
This will be a great opportunity to learn and inquire about what we
should know regarding legal issues as we age. The meeting will be held
on Thursday, May 10th at 1PM and all are welcome to attend.
Submitted by Judy Lyon, chair of Women’s Fellowship
Light Bearers Scholarship Fund
Women's Fellowship of First Congregational Church has a special fund for the
youth of the church who are interested in furthering their spiritual education and
or experience.
The Light Bearers Scholarship Fund, which has been perpetuated by the Women’s Fellowship and established by Miss Lucy Gillette, is for the youth of our
church who wish to participate in Bible Camp, Religious Retreats, Missions or any event that
is church related.
Youth who wish to apply for financial assistance may obtain a form from the church office or
an officer of Women's Fellowship and submit it along with a letter of intent.

First Congregational
Church
of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085

Www.churchonthegreen.org

Women’s Get Together Group
We will meet on Thursday May
24th. We get together the 4th
Thursday of the month from 10:002:00. You can bring anything you
like to do in your leisure time. Or,
learn something new, work on
something for next fall’s fair. Or, just
come down to socialize. Bring a
something to share for lunch. It’s
just great to get together.

Food Pantry Donations
On Sunday, May 6th you are
invited to bring a nonperishable item for the Westfield
Food Pantry. This is part of
our tradition at First Church,
bringing donations of food for
the needy on Communion
Sunday.
Of course donations are appreciated any time and are
badly needed.
World Service Committee

To all of our
Church moms!
FROM THE
FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH SCHOOL

