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Dear friends,
It is a great joy to come to worship and finally see all your faces and smiles. Outdoor coffee hour is
a blessing and a pleasure. Many thanks to all who have brought items, poured coffee, set up and
cleaned up. Everyone seems to love the chance to chat in the shade and catch up with friends, the
breeze softly blowing. I understand that 9am is early for some, but is also a preferred time for others who have the whole day left to do warm weather activities. I pray to see more of you in the
weeks to come.
I also understand that many are wondering about when a new “settled” pastor will be coming. Although we have had a splendid time together and great affection flows between us, we are all looking forward to the new beginning that day will bring. The profile is now up and running and I anticipate a number of desirable candidates will soon be inquiring into this fresh, new arrangement
called “shared ministry.” I am praying, cheering for and fully on board with this being a near future
reality. Life is full of hellos and good-byes. God has blessed me with you and the time we have had
together! I will be with you until the end of the year or the calling of that special pastor, whichever
comes first!
I am filled with appreciation for those of you who have kept the faith fires burning for our Youth.
Although we don’t see much of them currently, good seed has been planted and Jim Yesu, Dan
Koehne and others have seen to it that they have activities and plans for an extraordinary retreat.
Watch for information for the car wash they have coming up as a fundraiser! Also, please pray for a
Christian Ed Director who will come through for our families. Don’t forget, that WE HAVE VOLUNTEERS ARRANGED for the whole summer, who will provide fun activities and childcare for
your children! Thanks to all who have volunteered and to our chair of Christian Ed for her coordination, Gail Ives.
Just a reminder: As your half-time Interim, my days are now Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. I am
in the office both those days till at least noon, after which I try to make a visit or a meeting or continue with study and phone calls at home. Do NOT hesitate to contact me if you would like a visit. I
would love to see you at the office, in your home, or the meeting place of your choice. There is still
time to schedule a coaching session as well. More on that in later pages…

Yours in faith and love,

Julie
Pastor Julie

Deacon’s Corner July 2021
Mayme Lajoie

Just a few thoughts to let you know how I got involved.
I came from Canada in 1965 to teach at Clarke School for the
Deaf in Northampton . I had been teaching in Canada. During my youth I was an active member of the United Church
of Canada. It had been an important part of my life. While
teaching in several schools for the deaf, I had attended
church in each location. . I met and married Bob in 1967.
Bob and I settled in Westfield and began our family. I looked
for a church to serve both my needs and our family needs. As
I have told several of you my first visit to First Congregational Church was not very warm. I came alone . I was greeted by
a Pastor who quickly told me he was very busy and let me
leave the church. As I walked away I questioned whether I
would return. I did and have never looked back.
Bob and I joined soon after and Lisa who was born in November of 1967 and was christened here. Todd
and Leanne were also christened here. With small children and the will to have them grow in a Christian
home we became involved in church activities. Dorothy Moore was the Church School Superintendent at
that time. She never missed an opportunity to recruit a Church school teacher. Recently several of us have
commented on the fact that there were several hundred children attending at that time. The three floors
of the church hall were full. Most classes had at least a dozen attending each Sunday. Lisa, Todd and
Leanne continue to keep in touch with their friends from church school days. Lisa and her family continue to be involved in the life of the church.
I started in the nursery. That’s where Linda Hauk and I built our friendship. Each August Dorothy called
to see if I would teach church school. We all knew it was coming and knew we would not say “no” to Dorothy. In 1974 when she called I had to tell her I could not start until later in October. Leanne was born on
October 2nd that year. She and I joined Todd and Lisa the next Sunday. For the next seventeen years
Leanne had perfect attendance with Lisa and Todd seldom missing a Sunday. Dorothy became much
more to us than the church school superintendent. She was a major influence in my life. We recall her influence often.
Rev. Quentin Peacock was the pastor for most of those years coming to the church shortly after we did.
Beyond the church school my involvement was limited as I taught school full time until 2005. When I retired Joan Deacon pushed me to increase my involvement. The rummage sale, the Candy Cane Fair,
church dinners and the Women’s Fellowship were part of my life. Over this time I have been fortunate to
have the strong Christian influence of these groups. Joan never hesitated to say” Mayme can you do this
or that”. And as with Dorothy it was always difficult to say no when she was doing so much.
I have been a member of several committees starting with the church school committee. This is the second time I have severed as a deacon and each time has brought me closer to church members. I served as
the Historian along side Ralph Cortis who taught me so much church History. Most recently I served as
moderator. It was an honor to be so involved and I hope everyone realizes that no one serves alone on any
of these committees. Being a member of a church that governs its own future is a large responsibility but
such a rewarding one. We must be proud of our church membership who are leading us into the future.
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Coffee Hour
Following Worship Service we will be having outdoor coffee hour for the summer.
We are looking for volunteers to help set up,
serve and clean up. Please see the sign up sheet
on the office door or call the church office.
If you would like to bake please call the church
office for a date. Thank YOU!

7/01-Cindy Gaylord
7/01- Emily Salzer
7/06-Kathy Irwin
7/8-Joe Balzano
7/10-Gladys Hedge
7/11-Michelle Downs
7/17-Carolyn Hunt
7/18-Donna Wolanin
7/20-Ariana Rodriguez
7/25-Kyle LaPlante
7/27-Christine Gaugh
7/29– Norah James
7/31- Lori LaPlante

I Believe
It is no secret what God can do for you.
As we travel the way of life,
let us pause to see the beauty of His creation.
I will climb a high mountain.
As I stand in the warm sunlight,
I feel surrounded by God’s love and of what he has done for me.
In the distance I see tall mountains, snow covered peaks.
There are many hills and valleys, tall trees reaching up toward heaven.
It seems like the whole world is on hand.
With the daylight hours fading, one must return home.
In the valley below is a beautiful lake,
waterfowl swimming and flying about,
a mother deer with a little one comes to drink at the water’s edge.
What a wonderful world.
I see the redness of the evening sun.
White clouds in the sky forever blue.
A beautiful view of our national colors.
I believe it is no secret what God has done for us.
Let us look forward to tomorrow, for this is the end of a perfect day.
E. Granville Spaulding
3
(Grandfather of Karen Lajoie)
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The Search
Committee…..
The combined Westfield/Southwick Search
Committee is pleased to announce that our
Church Profile has now been posted nationally on the UCC website.

Drivers and Grads
Acknowledgement and Blessing
May 23rd 2021

The committee is excited about receiving responses and has an evaluation process waiting in the wings. Candidates who are interested in talking with us further will contact
our area office and then their profile will be
sent on to us.

Congratulations to this years High School Graduates: Emily Salzer, Michael Winer and Billy
Balzano

Copies of our profile will be available in the
church office.

Our New Drivers: Michael Winer, Carly
James, Kailey Downs and Silas Yesu, Emily
Salzer, Billy Balzano

We will keep you posted on further progress.
The Search Committee

Christian Fellowship 2021
SAVE THE DATES:
We are going to kick off our season with a picnic and guided tour of Stanley Park
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 9th at 11:30 AM. This will include a catered picnic lunch.
More details to follow.
OCTOBER 14th at 1PM, we hope to have the therapy dogs visit us again -- it was a fun time
last time they came.
NOVEMBER 18th We hope to have the high school chorus entertain us with festive
songs. Because our regular meeting time is the 2nd Thursday of the month, and that is
Veteran's Day (no school), we are moving the meeting to the following Thursday,
November 18th. More details to follow.
On DECEMBER 9th we will have our holiday luncheon and
gift exchange ("steal") game
We are looking forward to a fun season
-- please join us for fun and more fun.

Judy Lyon, coordinator
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What is All This I Hear about Coaching?

From the Deacons:
Coaching is a relatively new phenomenon in our
culture. Everyone knows about therapy. You’re certainly no stranger to counseling. But coaching is
different. It is based on two basic principles that
you can find in therapy and counseling but much
more so in coaching, as a discipline and a partnership between coach and client: Deep listening and
Powerful questions.
Coaching is designed to empower the client in discovering their own answers; in fact the premise is
that the answers reside only within the client. Think
about all the times you have been told what to do.
Although advice may be brilliant, it is most effective
when it is sourced from within you and your own
heart and mind.
I have heard it said that coaching is architectural,
while therapy is archaeological. There is no digging
into the past with coaching although the past may
come up. More often, there is scaffolding and building: a plan, a direction, a strategy. In safety and in
confidence, through pondering and answering
thoughtful and sometimes provocative questions,
you gain new awarenesses. A light goes on inside.
With that clarity comes more freedom, courage and
confidence. You are empowered to grow, change,
follow your heart and dreams.
When is coaching appropriate? When you feel
“stuck” in a certain area. You need new perspective
and someone who will just listen without judgement. When you need motivation. You might have
an idea for a project or a life change. But you don’t
know where to start. Even the first step is unclear.
When you know you need a change, but you’re not
even sure what that might be. A coach can help you
with little steps that can make a big difference.
Coaching is not necessarily for crisis management.
In fact, it’s more for life management. You’ll be fine
without it, but why not have it if it will enhance
your life? A coaching plan is developed which might
call for one session, but more likely for three, five or
six. The pace is up to you; there’s no cost involved.
It blesses a church to have empowered, faith-filled
and hopeful members. I invite you to pick up the
phone and call me for an introductory session today.
In light and possibility,
Pastor Julie

The Deacons' meet monthly to discuss ways that
we can help members of our congregation and
community. We also communicate with Pastor
Julie so that she is aware of anyone on our Deacon's list who may also need a pastoral visit. If
you know of anyone who would benefit from a call
or visit from a Deacon or Pastor Julie, please call
the church office at 568-2833 and leave a message
with our Church Administrator, Cindy LaPlante, or
on the answering machine.
Be safe, be well and we hope to see you in church
during the summer months!

Youth Movie Outing
On Saturday June 12, 2021, a number of the youth
and adults of First Church met 5:30pm at the
West Springfield Cinemark cinema for a private
viewing party. The movie we watched was
Godzilla vs Kong. Now I must admit that I went in
to this movie not really sure what to
expect because this isn't my type of movie, but I actually enjoyed the movie. I don't want to
spoil the plot, but neither Godzilla or Kong are the
baddies! Everyone else that I talked to
after the movie also said that they enjoyed themselves.
While we don't have any more movie nights
planned, I am sure that they will be back in either
the fall or winter later this year. I would welcome
any movie suggestions or youth event suggestion,
as
well as any feedback they or their parents may
have. The purpose of these events is to provide a
COVID safe space for our youth so that they can
have some fun and fellowship.
Thank you
Daniel Koehne

Razzle Dazzle Berry Mousse
A delicious, cool treat on a warm summer day.

Ingredients:
1 package raspberry, strawberry, or cherry Jello (regular
or sugar free)
1 package frozen raspberries, strawberries, blueberries,
or mixed berries
1 container of Cool Whip (regular, nonfat, or lite)
Directions:
Mix package of Jello with 1 cup boiling hot water; stir until dissolved
Stir in frozen berries; separate with a fork. Stir 3-5
minutes until mixture thickens.
Fold in container of Cool Whip.
Pour into dessert dishes
Chill for 10 minutes or cover and refrigerate until ready to
eat.

Ten things that require
ZERO talent
1. Being on time.
2. Making an effort
3. Being high energy.
4. Having a positive attitude
5. Being passionate
6. Using good body language
7. Being coachable
8. Doing a little extra.
9. Being prepared.
10. Having a strong work ethic.

Soup Kitchen update (Ever y four th Tuesday each m onth )
Over the last several months, Mayme Lajoie, Judy Lyon, Jean Zimmerman, Debbie Samwell, Cailyn Crean, and
Bobby Crean have been making 70 to 80 sandwiches for take-out meals for participants of the Soup Kitchen. Desserts have been provided by various church members.
Due to pandemic restrictions this has been done at Mayme’s home. Once all items were ready, the team went to
the Soup Kitchen and assembled the bagged meals which included a sandwich, chips, fresh vegetables or fresh
fruit, a dessert, and a drink. The bagged meals were given out by the Soup Kitchen staff. This process followed the
requirement for the safe distribution of food.
Regulations are changing frequently.
Beginning on June 22, meal preparations will return to the church kitchen. Items for the lunch will be purchased
before Tuesday and stored in the refrigerator at the church. The meat for sandwiches has been purchased, and
Cindy LaPlante will slice it.
Desserts are still needed for these meals. Please contact Nancy Condon at 413-297-0778 if you are willing to make
a dessert for the Soup Kitchen meals. Each baker is asked make two dozen desserts. The dessert for June is brownies, followed by cookies for July. These desserts should be delivered to the church before 12:00 PM on Soup Kitchen Tuesday.
Volunteers who will make the sandwiches should arrive at the church kitchen by 2:00 PM. All food items to be
included in the bagged meal should be prepared by 3:30PM. Then, the volunteers should proceed to the Soup
Kitchen with the food and assemble the meals in bags that will be provided by Soup Kitchen staff. The Soup Kitchen staff will distribute the bagged meals to those waiting for a meal.
Thanks in advance to all who volunteer. If you would like to help in July or August, Please let the World Service
Committee know. In September we hope to be once again preparing a hot meal that can be served at the Soup
Kitchen. Please stay tuned for what is needed
Mayme Lajoie and Jean Zimmerman

Church School News for July Newsletter
The Church School Committee met and discussed how to advertise the Church School director
position. We will be putting an ad in the newspaper and possibly INDEED. We welcome any
suggestions that members have about how to advertise this position. We will also be looking at
new curriculum. The One Room School House curriculum is being changed so we may not be
able to just order the pieces we need to augment what we already had. If anyone knows of a
curriculum that is working out well for another church – please let us know. We also looked at
how our classes could break down. Right now there seems to be a small group in the 1st
through 5th grade and a larger group in the 6th – 8th grade, plus a good number of kids and
friends in the high school group. We will also be determining how many of our youth should
be in Confirmation Class.
Jim Yesu and Dan Koehne have continued to plan get activities for the youth – the most current was a movie night on June 12th. They are hoping to plan an outing at a member’s cottage
in August. Lisa Crean offered her yard and pool as an alternative for an outing. There will be
two car washes – July 11 and Aug 1st - to support the youth’s fundraising for their winter retreat. Other ideas were to have an Open House to showcase our Sunday School and offer
Church Tours. This could coincide with events that happen in Downtown Westfield in the Fall.
Our plans are to have Church School begin September 12th. We will be planning with the help
from other members of the church a Welcome Back Celebration to be held sometime in the
early fall.
We are also looking for volunteers to teach Sunday School. We are hoping that we can spread
out the teaching responsibility to more members. If anyone would like to teach just a few sessions or just one session please let me know. We will have the materials you need to make each
lesson a success. You can call me at 562-2621 or email: dmg1952@comcast.net.
We wish everyone a SAFE AND HAPPY SUMMER!!
Church School Committee

The youth group will be having
two car wash fundraising events
at Church to raise money for
the Winter 2022 Bible camp, on
the following dates:
Sunday, July 11th
Sunday, August 1st
Car wash will take place on
Academy street following
Worship at 10AM

July 2021 Newsletter
God’s Love in Action – Matthew 22:39
Franklin Avenue School
Thank You fr om Fr anklin Avenu e
School for your kindness in donating socks
and underwear for the school children to wear
should they experience a wetting accident or
other event. They are very appreciative of our
concern for the children.
Be a Mentor
Do you have 30 minutes a week to spend having fun with a young child? Do you want to
add some joy and satisfaction to your week?
If yes, consider becoming a mentor for a student at Franklin Avenue Elementary School
for 2021-2022. This is a neighborhood school
with children in pre-Kindergarten to Grade
4. As a mentor, you would meet with your
designated child for 30 minutes a week when
school is in session. This interaction helps the
child develop a consistent, positive, and
healthy relationship with an adult who is likely to make a difference in the life of that
child. If you have questions, please talk with
Debbie Samwell or Darlene Biggs. Both have
been blessed to mentor children at Franklin
Avenue School for over a year. If you are interested, contact Chris Tolpa Principal 5726424; email - c.tolpa@schoolsofwestfield.org
or Tina Macy Volunteer Coordinator 5726345; email - t.macy@schoolsofwestfield.org.
A short training session will be held in the late
summer to orient mentors to their role and
responsibilities.
Donate Much Needed Supplies to
Franklin Avenue School
The school needs our help as the children return for the new school year. In September
with the start of school and its many activities
comes the need to prevent COVID and other
“bugs” from spreading among the children
and staff. We will be putting a box, labeled
Franklin Avenue School, in the hallway where
you can put your contributions to this project.
They will need:
Lysol wipes Dry erase markers
Lysol spray Sturdy tissues like Kleenex

Samaritan Inn
Summer Donations of coffee, su gar ,
and non-diary creamer are always needed.
The men and women at the Samaritan Inn are
in need of new, white crew socks, which are
one of their most valuable possessions. Socks
get dirty and develop holes and tears, so replacing them is important for good foot health
and a sense of well-being. Also, if you have
lightly worn or new sneakers that you no longer want, the folks at the inn will gladly accept
them.
Our Community Table Soup Kitchen
We will be providing take-out meals for Soup
Kitchen through the summer and we need
your help. If you are a cookie or brownie
baker, would you be willing to bake 2 dozen
for us? Cookies are needed for July 27 and
Brownies are needed for August 24. If you are
willing to bake, please tell Nancy Condon,
Goodie Guru, at 413-297-0778 or nancy@paddleforwater.net. Given COVID 19 restrictions the cookies and brownies must be
individually wrapped. Bring your dessert to
church on the morning of the 4th Tuesday or
contact Nancy to make different arrangements. Thank you in advance for providing
treats for these events.
WHS Community Closet sends a Thank
You for you r donations of per sonal car e
items. These have made a huge difference in
the lives of homeless adolescents attending
the school. Your compassion and caring for
these disadvantaged teens are greatly appreciated.
The World Service Committee sends a BIG
thank you to Lisa Crean who generously donated the use of her kitchen for the preparation of meals for the Soup Kitchen. The preparations are returning to the church's kitchen,
so Lisa will have her kitchen back
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Deacon’s Gathering Soup Kitchen

9AM Worship
9:45 AM Coffee Hour

27

26

25

August Newsletter
Deadline

9AM Worship
9:45 AM Coffee Hour

20

18

7:00 PM Wednesday Word

28

7:00 PM Wednesday Word

21

7:00 PM Wednesday Word

7:00 PM Church
Committee

9AM Worship
9:45 AM Coffee Hour
10:00 AM Car Wash
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7:00 PM Wednesday Word
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Office Closed

9AM Worship
Communion Sunday
9:45 AM Coffee Hour
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15

8

5

Wed

4

Tue
1

Mon

Office hours:
Mon & Tues
9AM –Noon
568-2833

Sun

Thu

30

23

16

10:00 Service &
Reception for
Shirley Glaze

9

2

Fri

31

24

17

10

3

Sat

First Congregational Church of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085
Office: 568-2833
Email :office@churchonthegreen.org

10:30AM Worship at
Southwick Congregational
Church
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First Congregational Church of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085
Office: 568-2833
Email :office@churchonthegreen.org

CAR WASH JULY 11TH 10AM
AUGUST 1ST 10AM
First Church Youth Group will hold Car
Washes
Sunday July 11th and Sunday August 1st
Please Join us following Worship

and support our Youth
Proceeds from the Car Wash support the
Youth Winter Retreat.

First Congregational
Church of Westfield
18 Broad Street
Westfield MA 01085
(413) 568-2833
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