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First Congregational Church of Westfield 
The Newsletter 

August 2021 

Dear First Church friends, 
Soon approaches the month of August. I pray we have more sunshine than we have had in July. 
God bless the rain, but can we please just send some of it out West? 
 
August is my birthday month, a month I have always thought of as green and special… : ) When I 
was a little girl July was for blackberry picking and my mother and I picked in the hot sun for hours 
(although it was probably much less than I remember). I always requested blackberry cobbler for my 
“birthday cake,” served with vanilla ice cream, seated around a huge table in the backyard, which 
was actually an empty, repurposed cable spool table that seated about five of my friends from 
school at my party. 
 
I am traveling to a couple of places in the month of August. In the beginning, I’ll board a train to 
Cleveland and rent a car (it’s already reserved!). Then I’ll drive down to Dayton and over to the 
Ozarks (Branson) where I’ll spend a few days by the lake with my beloved niece Lavonda. I have 
three other nieces whom I hope to see as well. 
 
I’ll come home for a week or so then go to the beach in Biddeford Pool, Maine, where Jeff’s family 
has rented a cottage for many summers. It’s a special place in our hearts and memories. I will be 
truly concentrating on relaxing and connecting with God. I want to re-evaluate my life and prepare 
for the “next phase,” which just means opening my heart and resting my body and soul. I want to do 
a good bit of reading and writing, too. 
 
You have a month of lovely Sundays coming up at First Church. I always try to make sure that there 
is variety, beauty and sacredness in worship. Worship is always a celebration of the Resurrection, 
as well as a chance to examine our lives and our commitments. We want to see the “gap” between 
what we say we are committed to and how our speaking and actions reflect that. The worship ser-
vice and the beloved community of the church is designed to 
support you on your spiritual journey of love and service. The 
church is a respite from the world, but also an invitation to en-
gage this troubled world with your prayers and your actions. 
We all need to pray for and engage in actions that support 
truth, fairness and unity. 
 
Please take time to refresh and renew in whatever ways sup-
port and bless you this August. I eagerly anticipate our shared 
service with Southwick in their sanctuary on the 29

th
 of August, 

which is the day I’ll return. Remember their service starts at 
10:30. Till then you will be in my heart and my prayers… 
 
God’s love always, 
 
Pastor Julie 

A visitor in my backyard, enjoying/destroying the birdfeeder. 
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August Deacon’s Corner Beverly Gamble 

     In the 1930’s, the Mulville family decided to 

come to the First Congregational Church of 

Westfield. The family consisted of Donald and 

Hazel and their two children, Donald Burgess 

and Beverly Jane. I went to all the Sunday 

School Classes. When I was older, I helped in 

the classes, then taught my own. I went to 

Westfield Teachers’ College, which at the time 

was at the City Hall. I was the bookstore man-

ager there, which was a closet on the second 

floor (still there). When I was a junior, Cliff and 

I decided to get married, he was in the army 

(drafted when he graduated from college (AIC). 

We had a beautiful candle-light service in De-

cember, 1953. My parents had passed and so 

my Aunt Ruth took over. She did my gown and 

the attendants, all white with silver lamé jack-

ets, lined with red taffeta and they carried sil-

ver baskets with a candle and poinsettias. It 

was beautiful. We spent the next one and a 

half years living in Alaska. I came home to a 

teaching position at Highland School. After 6 

years, we started our family-Beth Ann, Tracy 

Warren, Stuart William, and Martha Jane. They 

went through the Sunday school and when 

older, they served on many committees. When 

I was on Membership Committee, we started 

Coffee Hour. Later, we were involved in Family 

Cluster started by Rev. Quentin Peacock.  It 

was great. We met on Friday nights. Everyone 

brought their supper. Parents got to know 

each other, and the children did as well, be-

cause during the week, they went to different 

schools. We also had an authentic British Tea 

and a Quilt Show connected with the fair. Our 

family has really enjoyed our church family—

We love you all! 

 

 

One of the responsibilities of the Diaconate is 
to fill the pulpit in the absence of our Pas-
tor.  Pastor Julie will be away for four Sundays 
in August and return for our combined service 
with Southwick on August 29th.   
 
Below is the schedule of services for August: 
 
August 1 - World Service Committee Service  
     Speakers: 
        Jill Keenan - Community Closet  
        Ann Lentini - Our House 
         
    Cailyn Crean & Kailey Downs - Liturgists 
    Rev. Shirley Anderson - Communion Service 
 
August 8 - Rachel Bilodeau 
 
August 15 - Allan Taylor - Music Sunday 
 
August 22 - Rev. Irv Gannon - CCC 
 
Carol Whalen 
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Church School Committee 

The Church School Comm. has place an 

ad in the local paper for the position of 

CSD/CYD.  we are looking forward to in-

terviewing candidates.  Please note if 

anyone from the church is interested in 

the position it is not too late to apply.  

We would also like to thank everyone for 

their support for the July car wash and a 

reminder there is another carwash on 

August 1st 

We will be going over ideas for curricu-

lum and calls will be made to families to 

let them know that Sunday School will 

be starting up on Sept 12th. 

Youth Car Wash July 11th was a huge success !   

Bike Riding Group 
We are starting an informal bike riding group 
at 9am on Saturday mornings. Meet at the Co-
lumbia Greenway Rail Trail parking lot at the 
Shaker Farms Country Club. Our rides will be 
at a relaxed pace and are open to all. Call Dan-
iel Koehne (413-433-7599) if you have any 
questions. 
 
Regards 
Daniel     

“We learn humility  

Through accepting  

humiliations cheerfully.” 
                                                Mother Teresa 
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Bible/Hymnal Cleaning crew   6/24/2021 

Ardelle Zych, Barbara James, Carol Whalen, Bob Brownlee, Sue Wood, Andrea Polley,  

Abigail Polley, Briella Desautels, Rita Willard, July Lyon, Jean Zimmerman and Janet 

Kedzierski taking the picture. 

Future Fund raising events  

 

Rummage Sales 

Looking to the fall of 2021 we will not be hav-

ing a Rummage Sale. We plan to have this 

sale in the spring of 2022. Our successful 

spring event has provided the funds included 

in the annual budget. 

 

Fall Harvest Dinner 

Our annual Fall Harvest dinner is always a 

well attended event.  We are looking  at a 

early November date or running it along with 

the Fair.   Please let Cindy know if you have 

any ideas or are interested in helping . 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Fair 

The Holiday Fair is our next annual event. 

There has been some discussion about the 

arrangement of this event and most of us 

agree that changes are needed. Some sug-

gestions have been made that appear to be 

possibilities. This is an opportunity for us to 

upgrade the Holiday happening. 

Please share your suggestion with me.  Your 

plan should include the product, a possible 

list of helpers, location and projected results. 

We will schedule a meeting in person or by 

zoom to provide every one the opportunity to 

take part.  

I look forward to a renewed event that will 

draw the community to participate. 

Mayme Lajoie  phone 568-1057 , email 

mel1938@comcast.net or catch me at coffee 

hour on a Sunday. 

Property Committee Reminder  
IMPORTANT -- to all key holders:  If you are the last to leave the building please make sure that dou-
ble doors to coat room, dining room, and sanctuary are closed,  offices and copy room are locked, all 
entry doors are locked and the light at the top of the stairs at Academy Street entrance is left on 
24/7. 

mailto:mel1938@comcast.net
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Book and Puzzle Library 
There are lots of new books and jigsaw puz-
zles in the fellowship hall for all the en-
joy.  Please take a look and borrow a book!!! 
 
Mayme and Judy are looking for jigsaw puz-
zles with a religious theme to hang on the 
walls in the chapel.  We have one up and 
working on a second -- if you come across 
any that would be  appropriate,                      
please leave them in the office 

A smile can open a heart faster that a key can open a door. Smiles are free so don't save them brighten 
the world with your smile.  

Change of Address/Phone # 

 

Shirley Anderson 

1 Sawmill Park 

Apt #317 

Southwick MA  01077 

(413) 998-3054 

 

Mrs. Catherine Harrington 

Mary’s Meadow 

12 Gamelin Street 

Holyoke MA  01040 

Please Notify the Church Office When… 

  

· You or a family member would like a visit. 

· You have a change of address. 

· Your Phone number has changed. 

· Your email address has changed 

 

**Important so the church directory 

 & contact information is current.  

 

Forms & Church Directories 

The rack on the wall outside the copy room is where 

you will find a “Church Use Request Form”, forms for 

“Request for Custodial Assistance”, “Request for Use 

of Church Property and Request for Reimbursement”.  

Also a First Church Phone Directory can be found 

there. 

 Summer Flowers  
 

Flowers for Services in August.  If you would like to 

donate flowers from your garden for use during the wor-

ship service for the summer, please contact the church 

office.  568-2833 

 
Search Committee Update Newsletter for August 

 
The combined Westfield/Southwick Search Committee 
continues to move forward.  
 
We are now in the process of reviewing candidate pro-
files and will soon begin interviews.  
 
Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers.  
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Please wash your hands and say your prayers.    Jesus and germs are everywhere.  
   

If we count our blessings instead of our money we would all be rich. 

August 2021 Newsletter 

God’s Love in Action – Matthew 22:39 

 

August 1
st

 Service 

On August 1
st
 our service will introduce you to two of the missions in Westfield that we support.  Rev. 

Shirley Anderson will be leading the service and some of our youth will be participating.  We have invit-

ed Ann Lentini from Our House and Jill Keenan from WHS Community Closet to speak about their pro-

grams and how our donations have assisted them.  Please come and learn how we are putting God’s 

love into action in Westfield. 

 

Our Community Table Soup Kitchen  

Brownies are needed for our August 24 take-out meals  If you are willing to bake 2 dozen brownies, 

please tell Nancy Condon, Goodie Guru, at 413-297-0778  or nancy@paddleforwater.net.  The brown-

ies must be individually wrapped.  Bring your dessert to church on the morning of the 4th Tuesday or 

contact Nancy to make different arrangements. Thank you in advance for providing treats for these 

events. 

 

Franklin Avenue School 

 

Be a Mentor 

Do you have 30 minutes a week to spend having fun with a young child and feeling blessed?  If yes, 
consider becoming a mentor for a student at Franklin Avenue Elementary School for 2021-2022.  As a 
mentor, you would meet with your designated child for 30 minutes a week when school is in session.  If 
you are interested, contact Chris Tolpa Principal 572-6424; email - c.tolpa@schoolsofwestfield.org  or 
Tina Macy Volunteer Coordinator 572-6345; email - t.macy@schoolsofwestfield.org.  A short training 
session will be held in the late summer to orient mentors to their role and responsibilities.   

 

Donate Much Needed Supplies to Franklin Avenue School 

The school needs our help as the children return for the new school year. In September with the start of 
school and its many activities comes the need to prevent COVID and other “bugs” from spreading 
among the children and staff.  We will be putting a box, labeled Franklin Avenue School, in the hallway 
where you can put your contributions to this project.  They will need: 
Lysol wipes                 Lysol spray                 Sturdy tissues like Kleenex              Dry erase markers  

                                                                                                                                  
 

 

Samaritan Inn 

Donations of coffee, sugar, and non-diary creamer are always needed.  The men and women at the 

Samaritan Inn also need of new, white crew socks which are important for good foot health.   
 

 

mailto:572-6424
https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/
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Merritt and Joyce Andrews  

“The Dance of Life” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August  Birthdays 
 
8/01-Julie Olmsted 
8/07- Fred Nason 
8/10-Jacob Combs 
8/12-Bruce Dunlop 
8/12 Grace Connors 
8/17 Carl Grobe 
8/18-Merritt Andrews 
8/18-Cindy LaPlante 
8/22-Donald Manley 

8/26-Kathy Sample 
8/27-Coretta Seguin 
8/28-Silas Yesu 
8/29-Sam Polley 
8/30-MaKenzie Glaze 
8/31-Ralph Cortis 
8/31-Michael Winer 
8/31-Denise Granger 
 

JESUS LOVES ME         Senior Version        
 
Verse 1 
Jesus loves me, this I know, 
Though my hair is white as snow. 
Though my sight is growing dim, 
Still He bids me trust in Him.   CHORUS                                                                                                                                      
 
CHORUS                                                                                                                                      
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 
 
Verse 2 
Though my steps are oh, so slow, 
With my hand in His I’ll go 
On through life, let come what may, 
He’ll be there to lead the way. CHORUS  
      
 

 
Verse 3                                                                                                                           
Though it’s hard for me to hear, 
Still his loving voice is clear 
I will greet life with a smile 
Go with him the extra mile. CHORUS       
 
Verse 4                                                                                                                             
When the nights are dark and long, 
In my heart He puts a song. 
Telling me with words so dear 
“Rest in me, for I am near.”  CHORUS       
 
Verse 5                                                                                                                     
When my work on earth is done, 
And life’s victories have been won. 
He will take me home above, 
Then I’ll fully know His love  CHORUS       

I have never met an older person in the church who didn’t know and love the old children’s hymn 
“Jesus Loves Me.” I think it might be the first one we were taught and the one we carry in our hearts 
throughout our whole lives. I visited Ruth Witherell recently. I read the lyrics to her and we all (Ruth, 
her daughter Lin and I) sang the unchanged chorus with gusto. Do try this at home!! 

 

 

When I was one, I was just begun                    
When I was two, I was nearly new 
When I was three, I was hardly me   

When I was four, I was not much more 
When I was five, I was just alive,                          

But now I am six, I’m as clever as clever 
So I think I’ll be six for ever and ever.            

      A.A. Milne 
 

What’s the best age to be?            20, 40, 60….18? 
 

I think God would say that the best age is the age we are now…    
     Do you believe it? Neither do I. 

an try. We can wake up and thank God and appreciate life just the way it is… and 
try to make it better. : )  
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PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Congregational Church of Westfield 
18 Broad Street 

Westfield, MA 01085 

Office (413) 568-2833 Fax (413) 568-2835 

 
The youth group will be having a car wash to raise 

money for the Winter 2022 retreat 
    

   Sunday, August 1st  
 

Car wash will take place on Academy street 
following Worship 

at 10AM 


